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INTRODUCTIOK. 

THE contests between the Macedonians aild 
Athenians (to which we owe the most valuabld 
remains of Demosthenes) have been explained 
in the former volume of the Philippic orationsi 
The reader is not now to be informed^ at what 
time, and with what success. King Philip ait-' 
tempted to reduce Perinthus and Byzantiumt. 
When he found himself obliged to raise the 
siege of Byzantium, he is said to have turned 
his arms against Scythia. The Atheniaiigjrwho 
were elated by the least appearance of good 
fortune, considered this as a flight. They weM 
fired with the imagination of an enemy, that 
had so long proved formidable and successful; 
defeated in his designs ; and this, principally^ 
by the counsels and arms of Athens, retiring, 
before their general, Phocion, and forced frQti> 
all attempts on Greece, to retrieve the hcmour 
of his arms, in parts remote and barbai»>us. 
This they considered as the. happy moment fi>r 
pursuing their advantages, and for reducing that 
ambition to just ' and equitable bounds 'which 
Was now, for the first time, severely mortift^ 
and disappointed. ^ 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

In order to render the hostilities now mcdi'-' 
tated more formidable and efTectuaU the Athe- 
nians began seriously to reflect on the causes of 
past misfortunes, and seemed resolved to re£>nn 
those corruptions and abuses^ which had dis* 
graced their constitution, and weakened their 
pftWcr. 

Tlie oppressions and severe exactions, * of 
whiioh their ^lies and dependent states had 
latefy foi?nd particular occasion to cpmplain^ 
aitd tp which the necessity of their affairs had 
emttibufedj as well as the avdrke of tl^ir conif 
tjiandcrs, ni^turally determined them to reflect 
en the necessity of making some effectual pro^ 
tision for the payment of their armies : and this 
aa Miturally determined the honest and faithful 
eounsellofs to resume the consideiation of that 
pid, scandalous abuse, the Thesffrkaf distrlhutions. 
Of these the reader hath been sufficiently in^ 
j^hocd in the Hhtes and Jbttr^ductioiu o£ the 
Qlyhthiac orations* 

'Alt assembly was therefore €onvemd> to con^ 
ader of die most eligible methods to provide for 
the pfiblic odgencies, in the least burdensome,, 
and mo9t eflfectual manner ; and particularly tqt 
oonsider of the ejcpediency of restoring their 
theatrical funds to the service of the army ; % 
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INTRODUCTION. 5 

point which their misguided decrees had ren- 
dered so dangerous to be proposed. On this 
x>ccasion was the following oration deliveredj 
in which the orator resumes his favourite sub- 
ject, with his usual spirit, yet with sufficient 
caution: points out the corruptions of his 
countrymen, with their causes and consequen* 
ces: and describes both the ancient and pre- 
sent state of Athens; Athens uncorrupted, il- 
lustrious^ and fortunate ; and the same state de^- 
generated and disgraced, with all the honest 
severity and indignation of a patriot. 

In this oration no mention is made of Philip 
or his designs, of the late transactions in Greece, 
of the late advantages or disgraces of the Athe- 
nian arms. The orator confines himself en- 
tirely, and directs the attention of the hearers, 
to the points immediately under consideration. 
And, we find, that these afforded him sufiicient < 
room for the exertion of his abilities.^ 
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THE ORATION 

ON* THB 

REGULATION OF THE STATE. - 

Theophrastasy Archon— Olympiad 1 10. An, 1 . 

Men of Athens I 

'As to this money, and the affairs, at this time, 
proposed to the assembly, it appears to me, that a 

* The fatal consequences of lavi^ing the public rerenties, on 
spectacles and entertainments, had been long and sererely expe- 
rienced. Yet still numbers were faand, in the ussembly, who, 
from private motives, either of interest, or to recommend them* 
selves to the lower part of the citizens, pleaded in favour of this 
abuse, and found plausible argutnents to urge in its favour. 
These, and their opposers, seem to have already debated the 
present point, wkh considerable heat and violence ; and to hare 
been supported by their respective partisans, not with that de* 
corum or temper which, perhaps, are sometimes found in less 
numerous assemblies. Hence, the appearance of moderation in 
this exordium : which, in the present disposition of the people, 
was probably necessary, in order to obtain the orator an audience. 
And it may, in general, be observed, that although the eloquence 
of Demosthenes be commonly, and very justly, compared to the 
irresistible lightning, storm, or torrent, yet» such similitudes are 
not to be understood too strictly : for, on all necessary occasions, 
be appears a consummate master of the gentle arts of Insinu- 
ation. He thunders and lightens indeed 5 yet, sometimes, (if. 

B 4 
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81 DEMOSTHENES* ,Ortl.XIV. 

Speaker inay> without danger^ espouse either side. 
By condemning those who thus distribute and ex- 
haust the public treasure^ he may gain their esteem^ ' 
who regard this custom as injurious to the public ; 
or, by assenting, and encouraging these distribu- 
tions, he may recommend himself to their favour, 
whose necessities prompt them to demand these 
public aids. By neither party is the iatwest of the 
state considered. Their approbation, or their con- 
demnation of this custom, is influenced entirely by 
their several circumstances, of indigence, or af- 
fluence. X on my part, shall neither oppose not 
recommend it. But this I would entreat you seri- 
ously and maturely to consider, that the money, 
now the subject of debate, is of little moment ; but 
the custom which it hath produced, of great con- 
sequence. If,* th^n, these distributions be eita- 

ike aHurion be warrantable) ha^^ Jus strength he ftus not^ forth. 
Nor* in efl^fi does he ei^er give a free atkl foil course lo bis 
^ititxgy, until he hat prepared his hearers to receive tlie idipfes* 
sion. 

* I have here endeavoured to express what I take to be the in- 
tent and meaning of the orator^ from comparing the passage with 
others of the like import, in the Olyntbiac oratioos. To propose 
to the assen^y that the theatrical money (as it was called) 
should be applied to other purposes^ was, hy the law of Eubulus, 
dedared a cf^ital.ofi^ce. Demosthenes therefore advise^ net 
that this money should be alienated to the payment €iS their 
armies > but, that all dtizens should receive their diatributioos as 
usual; yet^ at the same time, discharge all their respective offices^ 
whether civil or military, without farther salary or pay: and, 
thai such only as had thus discharged^ or were ready to discharge, 
these offices, should be entitled to the publie diHiibutions. The 
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©rat. XIV. ORATIONS. § 

blished, for those who have, fitirt, iwptetivcly ^ 
charged their public offices; fstitom injuring, you 
will do the most essential service both to yoM 
country and to yourselves* But if a f^ist, or any 
other like pretence, be sufficient for demanding 
these sums; if the mention of any farther condi-^ 
tionsbe rqected with impatience, bewaie lest M 
y^m regulations, how ^)ecious, bow piomimkg^ 
soevear, may herrafter prove erroneous* 

This I now declare as my opinion (let me not be 
interrupted by ctemour; but hear, and thew deter- 
mine) — That, a|s we are now convened about »* 
ceiving these distributions, so should an assemU)^ 
be appointed to consider of a general regulation of 
the state, and particularly of a provisicm for our 
military affairs ; and every citizen should discovery 
not only a just attention to all useful measures, but 
a just alacrity to carry them into execution ; that so, 
my countrymen, our hopes of good success may 
depend upon ourselves, instead of being amused 
with reports of this or that man's exploits. Let all 
the public treasures ; let all the funds for which 
private fortunes are now so uselessly exhausted ; let 
all those resources, which our allies afford, be aqut- 
iably distributjed, and effectually applied ; l^ the 
soldier, to his support in time of action ; by the 
man who hath passed the age of military duty, as a 
recompense for his services in the administratkm o^ 

two proposals sre; in dfect and reality^ tbe uxm, bat diffMrcMt In 
form: ami this diflbreoce was satikkait for dmdtsg the atrcn^ 
of ths law» See Note (1) on Olynthiac II. 
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10 DEMOSTHENES' Orat XIV. 

justice. Let the duties of the field be discharged 
by yourselves, duties too important to be entaistcd 
to others ; let your armies be composed of citizens : - 
thus let them be paid and provided. So shall they 
go on with vigour and success : *80 shall your ge*- 
ncral really command his forces ; and so shall your 
occupation be no longer to conduct the trials of. 
your oflScers, * nor the result of all your measures 
prove but this an accuser ^^ an impeachment^ and a. 
criminal. 

What then may be expected from the measures 
mw proposed ?. First, that the attachment of our al-: 
lies will be secured, not by garrisons, but by mak- • 
ing their and our interests the same ; then, that our 
gdierals, attended by their troops of foreigners, wilier 

a In the Philippic orations we find notiec frequently taken of 
the misconduct of the Athenian generals, in employing their 
farces not ' conformably to their instructions, but in expeditions 
neither appointed nor approved by their country. This Demos- 
theoes e.ver aifects to ascribe principally to disobedience and want . 
of discipdine in the foreign forces, and to the necessities of the 
general; which obliged him to procure, by arms, that provision 
for his soldiers, which the state neglected to supply. See Note, 
p. 15, on Philip. I. 

^ An accusifry &c.) In the original— Sarc^ a man, tht sen ofsuek 
a meniy hath impeached stick a fersim- *0 ^Xvcl rS f efvof , fo^ ^etyoc, 
eio^yysi\^v. Alluding to the usual form of the bill or motion 
preferred to jlhe assembly, or to the judges, upon such occasions 
•--I have here chosen to adhere to the interpretation of Wolfiusj 
as sufficiently warraiit^d by the original, as most pertinent, and 
certainly most spirited. 

•« When the Athenians sent to collect their tiibutc from tt»e 
d^ndant islands^ they frequently employed ax^ admiral^ attended^' 
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no longer harass our confedeiutcs by their dcprc-> 
dations, without once daring to fecc the eneroy i <a 
conduct by ^hich all emoluments have centered ia 
these generals, but which hath loaded the state with' 
odium and disgrace.) • On the contrary, by leading 
out an army composed of citizens, they shall in- 
flict that severity on our enemies^ hitherto directed, 
against our friends and allies. 

But, tesides these, there are other affairs which 
demand your personal service. A war in our Owu. 
country must certainly be better supported by an anny 
of our own citizens : and for other purposes siwdl 
an army is absolutely nece^ary. Were it consistent; 
with your character, to sit down inactive^ without 
the least concern or interest in the $iffairs of Greece, 
I should then use a different language. But, now, 
you affect the dignity of supi*eme commanders and' 
umpires in Greece: but yet the forqes to defend 
and to preserve this superiority, you have not yet/ 
prepared, nor aye solicitous to prepare. Nol by 

^'ith such a navy, as ^ovcd both a burden and a terror to the 
islanders, When Phocion was appointed to sail with twenty 
ghips on such an bccasion, '* Why such a fotce?" said this hu-* 
mane Athenian; *' If T am to meet enemies, it is insufficient j if 
** I am sent to friends, a single vessel will serve/* And even 
those allies who found themselves obliged to implore the assis- 
tance of the Athenians against their enemies, frequently cxp^ 
rlenced more miserable effects from the oppression aod rapine of 
their anxiliaries, than from the arms of their assaiumts. So no- ; 
iorious and odious was the avarice of Charts, that when he led an 
army tatlic relief of Byzantium (a little before the da to- of this 
Ration) 'the ByMntines fib^t. their gates against him^ 
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t^ DEMOSTHEHES' Okai. Xm 

your mdoknce and insensibility the people of 
Mitykne • have lost their liberty ; by your indolence 
smd insensibility the people of Rhodes hare lost 

tlicir Kberty. Bot these, it may be said^ were 

dor enemies,. ^Yct wc should regard Oligarchies 

as much more the objects of our aversion (merely 
0n aceonnt of their constitution) than free atstfes 
can be from any cause. 

Bv* I have wandered from my purpose. My 
;fdvice i&this : That you should be arranged in your 
CLASSES ; and that, by one and the same regula* 
Hon, you should be entitled to receive, and oUiged 
to act. Of these things I have spoken upon fotmer 
oecasions ; and explained the manner in which our 
infantry, our cavalry, in which those who are ex- 
empt from military service, may be all duly regu- 
lated, and all receive their stipends fully. But, that 
which of all things gives me the most melancholy 
apprehensions, I shall here declare without dls* 
guise. Matiy, and noble, and important, aie the 
objects which should command your attention. Yet 
no man hath the least respect to any one of them ; 
all attend solely to the wretched pittance »» you dis- 

* This change of the govemment at Mitylene, at it could not 
amvty any instraction to po^erity, hath been passed over in 
silenca by all the ancients except Demosthenes : so that we are 
ignorant of the manner in which it was effected* (And how far 
tfaie Athenians were really to blame in not preventing it.) 

Lycchxsimi. 

^T^tJie wretch finance, &c.] LiHerally, to tkt two ohoBi 
that is 2d. 2q. the smn districted to Ule poorer dttfleos for their 

4 . 
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tribute. Such a pittance then, they must coii<(8s, 
h adequate to their desert. But a just atteution tn 
the objects I have mentioned^ must have ccmae** 
queoces more valuable thw all the wealth of V^^Uk$ 
the exact r^ulation and appointment pf a statt 
like this, posjsessed of so great an infantiy, pf $9ch 
a navy, of such a cavalry, of such revenues. 

But, wherefore do I mention these things ? For 
this reason : There are men shocked at the tboughte 
of obliging all our citizens to serve in war ; but 
there are none, who do not readily acknowledge^ 
that it is of the utmost moment to the 3tate, to \m 
duly regulated and perfectly provided. It is yom 
part, therefpre, to begin here ; and to allow a f\m 
freedom of speech to those ,who would urge the imr 
portance of this point in its full force. If you bo 
convinced, that this is the proper time for consider^ 
4ng of the necessary provisions, you in$y command 
them when called to action. But, shpuld you ima*» 
|;ine that «ach considerations may more properly 
be deferred to some futur^ occasipn : the9 m\ist y^ 
be reduced to give up the time of execution to the 
liecessary preparations. 

• 

support^ and for the parchase of their teats in the theatre. And* 
small as this largess was^ yet^ as the number (^such citizens was 
great, and as the distribution seems to have been made daily > the' 
treasury must h^ve been considerably exliausted by it. Nqt ar? 
we warranted to suppose^ that the people always confined their 
demands to this sum. Elntertainments, processions, and religious 
ctremonies, afforded pretences for itlU farther demands. 
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14 DEMOSTHENES* Ont.MV. 

It may have been already asked, Athenians ! (not 
by the majbrity of this assembly, but by certain per- 
sons, who woulcl burst with vexation should these 
me^ures be pursued,) *^ What real advantage have 
•* we derived from the speeches of Demosthenes ? 
•* He rises when he thinks proper : he deafens us 
** with his harangues : he declaims against the do- 
•* gcneracy of present times: he tells us of the vir- 
•* tues of our ancestors : he transports us by his 
^ airy extravagance : he pufFs up our vanity ; and 
** then sits down.** — But, could these my speeches 
once gain an effectual influence upon your minds, 
to great would be the advantage conferred upon my 
country, that, were I to attempt to speak them, 
they would appear to many as visionary. Yet, still 
I must assume the merit of doing some service, by 
accustoming you to hear salutary truths. And, if 
your counsellors be solicitous for any point of mo- 
ment to their country, let them first cure your ears, 
for they are distempered ; and^ this, from the invete- 
rate habit of listening to falsehoods, to every thing 
rather than your real interests. 

Thu s it lately happened. Let no man interrupt me : 
;|et me have a patient hearing — that some persons 
broke into the treasury. The speakers all instantly 
exclaimed, " Our free constitution is overturned : 
*^ opr laws are no more." And now, ye Men of 
Athens ! judge, if I speak with reason. They^, who 
are guilty of this crime, justly deserve to die ; but^^ 
by such offenders, our constitution is pot overturned. 
7 



Digitized by 



Google 



Orat.3^IV. ORATIONS. 15 

Again, some oars» have been stolen from our arse- 
nal. -** Stripes and tortures for the villain ! our 

** coi^stitution is subverted !" This is the general 
^y. But what is mji opinion ? This criminal, like 

« Some, oars, &c.] Wc cannot well suppose^ that the depredia* 
tions made in their naval stores were really so slight and incon- 
siderable^ as they are represented in these extenuating terms. A 
design had lately been concerted, of a very momentous and alarm- 
ing nature, and an attempt made on the naval stores at Athent, 
vbich Demosthenes himself laboured, with the utmost zeal^ to de* 
tect and punish. A man named Antipho had been, for some time^ 
con^dered as an Athenian citizen, till, by an examination of the 
registers, he -was found to be really a foreigner j was accordingly 
deprived of all the privileges of a native, and driven, with some 
ignominy, from the city. Enraged at this disgrace, he went oft 
to Philip, and to him proposed to steal privately into Athens, and 
to set fire to the arsenal. The Macedonian, who was neither de- 
licate in the choice of his instruments, nor in the means of dis* 
tressing his enemies, listened readily to the proposal of this hire- 
ling, and, by bribes and promises, encouraged him to the attempt. 
Antipho repaired to Athens, and was lodged in the port, ready 
to put his enterprise in execution, when Demosthenes^ who re- 
ceived timely intimation of this black design, flew to the Piraeus^ 
and seized and dragged the delinquent before an assembly of tha 
- people. Here the clamours of the Macedonian party were so 
Tiolent^ that the accusation was slighted, and Antipho dismissed 
without the fornaality of a trial. He departed, triun>phing in his 
escape, to pursue his designs with greater confidence and secu- 
rity. But the court of Areopagus, whos^ peculiar province it 
was, to take the cognizance of all matters of treason against the 
state, caused him to be again seized and examined. Torture 
fCMTced from him a full confession of his guilty and sentoacc^of 
death was passed, and executed upon him. — This account wo^ 
have from the oration on the crown. And the detection of so 
dangerous a design might have quickened the vigilance of the 
people, and exasperated their resentment against any the least 
attempts made on their military stores; 
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1$ DEMOSTHENES* (^tt.XIV. 

the others^ hath deserved to die: but, if some art 
criminal, our constitution is not therefore subverted* 
There is no man who dares openly and boldly to 
declare, in what case our constitution is subyertcd* 
But I shall declare it» When you, Athenians ! be- 
come ism helpless rabble, without tonduct, without 
property, without arms, without order, without una- 
nimity ; when neither general, nor any other per- 
son> hath the least respect for your decrees ; when 
no man dares to inform you of this your condition, 
to urge thd necessary reformation, much less to ex- 
ert his efforts to effect it — then is your constitution 
subverted. And this is now the case. 

But, O my fellow- citizens ! a language of a dif- 
ferent nature hath poured in upon us ; false, and 
, highly dangerous to the state. Such is that asser- 
tion, that in your tribunals is your great security ; 
that your right of suffrage is the real bulwark of 
the cons^titution. That these tribunals are our 
common resource in all private contests, I acknow- 
ledge : but, it is by arms we are to silbduc our ene- 
mies^ by arms we are to defend our state. It is not 
by our decrees that we can conquer. To those, 
on the contrary, who fight our battles with success, 
to those wp owe the power of decreeing, of trans- 
acting all our affairs, without controul or danger. 
IntirmSj^then, let us be terrible; in our judicial 
transactions, humane. 

Ip it be observed, that these sentiments are more 
elevated than might be expected from my character,. 
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(he observation^ I confess, is just. Whatever is said 
about a state of such dignity, upon affairs of such 
importance should appear rnore elevated than any 
character. To your worth sITould it correspond^ 
tiot to that of the speaker. And now I shall inform 
you, why none of those, who stand high in yout 
esteem J speak in the same manner. The candidates 
for office and employment go about soliciting your 
voices, the slaves of popular favour. ^ To gain the 
rank of general, is each man's great concern ; not 
to fill this station with true manlike intrepidity. 
Courage, if he possesses it, he deems unnecessary a 
for^ thus he reasons : he has the honour, the re-^ 
nown of this city to support him ; he finds hirnself 
free from oppression and controul ; he needs but to 
amuse you with fair hopes ; and thus he secures a 
kind of inheritance in your emoluments. And he 
reasons truly. But, do you yourselves once assume 
the. conduct of your own affairs; and then, as you 
take an equal share of duty, so shall you acquire an 
equal share of glory. Now, your ministers and 
public speakers, without one thought of directing 
you faithfully to your true interest, resign them- 
selves entirely to these generals. Formerly you di- 
vided* into Classes, in order to raise the supplies : 
now the business of the Classes is to gain the 
management of ptiblic affairs. The orator is the 
leader; the general seconds his attempts; the three 
tiuNDRED are the assistants oii each side 9 and all 
others take their parties, and serve to fill up the 

• Formerly j&u dlvUeJ, &c.] S?e Note on dlyBtb. I. p, 50< 

V0L4 n. c 



Digitized by 



Google 



I* DEMOSTHENES* Orat XIV. 

several factions. And you see the consequences i 
this man gains a statue ; this amasses a fortune ; 
one or two command the state ; while you sit down 
unconcerned witnesses of their success ; and, for an 
uninterrupted course of* ease and indolence, give 
them up those great and glorious advantages which 
really belong to you, 

ANi> now, consider what was the conduct of our 
ancestors in these particulars : (for, if we would be 
taught how to act with dignity, we need not look 
to other countries for examples i we have had them 
in our own state.): — ^To Themistocles, who com- 
manded in the sea-fight at Salamis* ; to Miltiades, 
the general at Marathon; to many others, who 
surely never did such services as our present gene- 
rals, they never once erected a brazen statue. These 
men never were such darling favourites ; never were 
deemed superior to their fellow-citizens. No, by the 
gods! the Athenians of those days never would give 
up their share in the honour of any noble action • 
Nor is there a man that will say, the sea-fight of 

a 7f2o commanded in the sea-fight at Salamis, &c J These arc 
the very expressions of the original : and although the common 
fnet(Jnymical phrase [IVho gamed the 'victory at Salamis] might 
arppcar kss uncouth, and be more familiar to a modem ear, yet I 
should have thought it unpardonable in the translation, as it is a 
mode of speaking which Demosthenes studiously avoids. And> 
indeed, had he been betrayed into ir, he must have exposed him- 
self to all the ridicule of bis acute and observant audience : for, 
in the very next sentence, he condemns it as highly derogatory to 
tb« honour of his country. 
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Thcmistocles at Salan>is, but of the Athenians : nol 
the engagement at Mafathooi, by Miltiades, but by 
the state. But now we are perpetually told, that l^i- 
mothcus took Corcyra ; that Iphicrates cut off the 
detachment ; that Chabrias gained the naval victory 
at Naxos. .Thus, you seem to resigti all your shard 
in these actions, by those extravagant honours which 
you heap upon your generals. 

Such was the noble conduct of dur ancestors irt 
I'cwarding citizens, and such is your mistaken con- 
duct. But of honouring foreigners what have bceri 
the methods ? To* Menon^ the Pharsalian, who 3up- 
plied us with twelve talents df silver, in bur war at 
Eion, near ArtiphipoHs, and reinforced Us vvith twd . 
hundred horsemen, of his own dependants, our an- 
cestors never voted the freedom of our city, but 

•This war at Eiooi near AmpbipoHs, I am bold to assert, was 
the same with that so particularly described by Thucydidcb^ lu 
the eighth, nioth, and tenth years of the Pelpponnesian war^ 
when the Lacedemonians, under the command of Brasidas, op- 
posed the Athenians in this country ; although the historian^ who 
confined himself to the transactions of greatest importance, makes 
DO mention of this assistance afforded to the Atheniahs by Menon 
tKe Pharsalian. This Menon I take to be the same with the 
I'hessalian of that name, who, in the fourth year of the ninety- 
fourth Olympiad, led a body of fortes to the as.sistance of Cyrus^ 
against his brpther Artaxerxes, according to t)iodorus and Xcno- 
phon. The circumstances of his supplying the Athenians with 
inohty, and giving theti) a body of horse> exactly agrefe to two par- 
ticulars in the character of that Menon whom Xenophon drtcribes j 
that it was his custom to court the friendship of the powerful, that 
they might»6creen him from the punishment due to his irifamoul 
practices : and, that he constantly kept in his service a large bod/r 
*>f force* ready to act ds he directed. Lvcchssini^ 
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only granted certain immunities\ . And in earlier 
times, Perdiccas, who reigned in Macedon^ at the 

* Certain immuTutief,'] A maDAer of doing honour to these 
Acn, which, at the same time, expressed a high sense of the dig- 
nity of their own city. For it supposed that these emioeiit 
personages might find it necessary to take up their residwicc for 
some consideraWe time at Athens, as sojourners. And, in order 
to understand the nature of these immunities, we must attend, 
to the situation of those MeTom^, or sojourners. So were these 
foreigners called, who settled at Athens, by permission of the 
Areopagus^ Heic they were allowed to follow their oceopatioos, 
without disturbance J bat had no share in the government; were. 
not intrusted with public oflSces, nor voted in the assembly. 
They Were obliged to the performance of certain duties; as in the 
festival celebrated in honour of Minerva, called Panathenaea, the 
wen were obliged to carry the 'XKa<pai, or Httle ships, which were 
tbe signs of their foreign e&traction, while the women bore the 
i^fiiai, vessels of water, and the Sx/a^f<a, umbrellas, to defend the 
free-women from the weather. This last custom, indeed, was in- 
troduced in the insolence of the Athenian prosperity, after the 
defeat of tlie Persians. Besides this, the men paid an annual 
tribute of twelve drachmae. The women, who had no sons, paid 
six. Such as had sons that paid, were excused. And this tri- 
bute was exacted not only of those that dwelt in Athens, but of 
all that settled themselves in any town of Attica. This tribute^ 
by the interposition of Theraistocles, was, for a time, remitted 5 
but seems to have been restored in consequence of his disgrace : 
and, upon any failure of payment, tlic delincjuent was liable to be 
seized, and sdd as a slave. — Such of these sojourners as had been 
remarkably serviceable to the public, were honoured, by edicts 
. with an immunity from all impositions and duties, except such 
as were required of the free-born citizens. Hence this honour 
was called lirol As^a, and A?sXfiia (the expression of the text.) 
To foreigners of eminence, such immunities might have extended 
even to an exemption from certain duties, to which citizens 
themselves were obliged. For immunities of this kind were fre- 
quently granted, so as to occasion complaints and remonstrances. 
^ PiirdUcas, 'wh9- ragned in Maecdon, &c.l According to H«- 
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time of the barbarians' invasion, who fell' on the 
barbarians in their retreat from the slaughter of 
JPlataea, and completed the ruin of the King, they 
never- voted the freedom of the city; they but 
granted him immunities: thoroughly persuaded 
that the honour of being a citizen of Athens vsras 
too exalted, too illustrious, to be purchased by any 
services* But now, my countrymen, it is exposed 
to common sale : the most abandoned of mankind, 
Ihe slaves* of slaves are admitted to pay down the 
price, and at once obtain it* And such difference 
of conduct doth not arise from this, that you are na- 
turally less excellent than your ancestors ; but from 

rodotos, Alestander, the son of Amjntas, was king of Macedon $t 
the time of the Persian war. And therefore we may suppose, 
with the Italian commentator^ that this Perdiccas was one of the 
royal family^ and governed one of those districts into which 
Macedon was divided in the earlier times. Nor are we to won- 
der, that this action of the Macedonian has been passed over bx 
^knoe hj the historians, as it was hot very considerable, when 
compared with tlie great events of the Persian war. 

a Tk€ slaves^ &c.] The freedom of the city was, by the con- 
Ititation of Athens, conferred only by the voices of the people ; 
nor was their act valid, unless confirmed in a subsequent as- 
seqibly, by the votes of more than six thousand Athenians, by 
ballot, (as we learn from the oration of Demosthenes against 
Ne«ra.5) but now their poverty hath made them much less de- 
Hcate. And we learn from Athenaeus, that they had about thil 
time conferred the freedom of theijr city (this compliment, in 
former times, scarcely vouchsafed to kings and potentates) on two 
men, whose only pretence of merit was, that their father had 
been famous for improving the art of cookery. Such a ^anda^ 
Ibtts pt08tittiti<A of their honodrs, fuBy justifies all the severity of 
demostibehcs* 
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those truly noble sentiments which they were ac- 
customed to entertain, and which you have lost. 
For it is not possible that men, engaged in low and 
grovelling pursuits, x:an be possessed with great and 
generous thoughts. Just as those, who act with 
dignity and honour, cannot harbour any mean and 
abject thought. Whatever be their course of con- 
dilct^ such must men's sentiments ever prove. 

And now, let us take one general view of the ac- 
tions performed by our ancestors, and by ourselves, 
that by such comparison we may Ipam to excel 
ourselves. Five and forty years did they govern 
Greece, with general consent. More than ten 
thousand talents did they collect into our treasury. 
Many and noble monuments did they erect, of vic- 
tories by land and sea, which are yet the objects of 
our applause. And be assurdfl, that they erected 
these, not to be viewed in silent wonder, but that 
you might be excited to emulate the virtues •( those 
who raised them. Such was their conduct. Say 
then can vve, though seated thus securely above 
all opposition, boast of any actions like these ? 
Have we not lavished more than one thousand five 
hundred talents on every Grecian state that pleaded 
theif distress ; and all to no purpose ? Have we not 
exhausted ^11 our private fortunes, all the revenues 
of our state, all we could exact from our confede- 
rates ? Th^, allies which we gained by arms, have 
they not bepn given up in our treaties ? — YeSi in 
these particulars, it is granted, that our ancesitors 
excelled us : but there are others ia which wc arc 
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superior. — Far from it! — Shall we pursue theconv- 
parison ? The edifices they have left to us, their 
decorations of our city, of our temples, of our har- 
bours, of all our public structures, are so numerous, 
and so magnificent, that their successors can make 
no addition. Look round you to their vestibules, 
. their arsenals, their porticoes, and all those honours 
jof our city, which they transmitted to us. Yet, 
were the private habitations of the men of eminence 
in those limes, so moderate, so consonant to that 
equality, the characteristic of our constitution, that, 
if any one of you knows the hoUse of Themistocles, 
of Cimon, of Aristides, of Miltiades, or of any of 
the then illustrious personages, he knows tfiat it is 
not distinguished by the least mark of grandeur. 
But qow, ye men of Athens, as to public works, the 
state is satisfied, if roads be repaired, if water be 
supplied, if walls be whitened, if any trifle be pro- 
vided. Not that I blame those who have executed 
$uch works. No ! I blame you, who can think so 
tpeanly as to be satisfied with such fruits of their 
administration. Then, in private life, of the men 
who have conducted our affairs, some have built 
houses, not only more magnificent than those of 
other citizens, but superior to our public edifices ; 
others have purchased and improved an extent of 
Jand greater than all their dreams pf riches evey 
presented to tlieir fancies, 

And here lies the great source of these errors, 
Formerly, all power ^nd authority were in the peo- 
ple. Happy was it for any individual, if they 
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vouchsafed him a shai'e of honours, employraents, 
or emoluments. But now, on the contrary, indU 
\i4uals are the masters of all advantages, the direct- 
tors of all affairs ; whilst the people stand in the 
mean rank of their servants and assistants ; fully sa- 
tisfied, if these men vouchsafe to grant tjicm somo 
smaU share of their abundance, 

Tq such a state h^ve we been reduced by these 
means, that if a man were to peruse your decrees, 
^nd then distinctly to examine your actiops, h^ 
could pot persuade himself, that the sapie people 
had bqen authors of both. Witness the decrees you 
made against the accursed *Megareans, who had 
possessed themselves of the consecrated ground ; 
that you wpuld iTiarch put, that you would oppose 
them, that you would not permit such sacrilege. 
Witness your decrees about the ^Thliasiau exiles, 

* This instance of the impiety of the IVIegarpans^ of whom Dcr 
mosthencs here affects to speak with so much detestation, pro? 
\)s^b\y happened about the time, and was the occasion of the em? 
bassjr of AnthcniQcritus, of whorti n^ention is m^e in Pbilip*| 
Jctter tp the Athenians.. LupcHpsiNi. 

*> As this affliir is pot mentione4 in history, and but slightly 
hinted at by Demosthenes, it requires some pains to investigate ir. 
The Phliasians bad ever been in open or secret enmity with the 
Argivesj while the one endeavoured tp support their indepen? 
4cncy, the other, to reduce their city, which they regarded as a 
part of their own territory. Jn the 3d year of the 101 st Olympiad, 
certain Phliasians \\'ho bad been banished^ formed a conspiracy 
with some kinsmen who still continued in the city^ in order to 
betray it to the Argives. It was attacked vigorously by nightie 
^ndtbe efieniy, \yith the utpaost difficulty, repclle4. This at- 
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that you would support them ; that you would not 
abandon them to their assassins ; that you would 
call on fhose of the Peloponnesians who were in- 
clined to unite with you in their cause. These were 
all noble declarations; these were just; these were 
worthy of our state. Not so tlie execution. Thus 
your decrees serve but to discover your hostile dis- 
positions ; your enemies never feel their efibcts* 
The resolutions of your assemblies fully express the 
dignity of your country; but that force, which 
should attend these resolutions, you do not possess^ 
It is, in ray opinion, your only alternative ; (and 
let it not raise your indignation ;) either to entertaii^ 
sentiments less elevated, and to confine your atten<> 
tion to yoijr own affairs, or to arm yourselves with 
greater force. If this assembly were composed of 
the inhabitants of some obscure and contemptible 
islands, I should advise you to think less highly. 
But, as you are Athenians, I must urge you to in- 
crease your force. For it is shameful, O my coun- 
trymen, it is shameful to desert that rank of magna* 
nimity, in which our ancestors have placed us. Could 
we descend to such a thought, it would be impos- 

tcmpt exasperated each party, and produced various quarrels and 
hostilities. And whether these were suspended, or continued 
do\yn to the date of this oration, it seems to admit of no doubt» 
that the Argives and Arcadians, supported by the king of Mace* 
don, made war on the Phliasians, restored the exiles, and drove 
out those citizens who had opposed their interest 3 and that these 
citizens, thus oppressed and expelled, implored the assistance of 
the Athenians, and received those magnificent promises and dcr 
crees which the orator here naentiop«. Lvccuisini. 
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«ible to withdraw our attention from the affairs of 
Greece. We have ever acted greatly and nobly ; 
those who are our friends it would be scandalous to 
desert ; our enemies-we cannot trust j nor must we 
suffer them to become powerful. In a word, we 
see in this city, that the men who have engaged in 
the public administration, even when they wish to 
retire, cannot resign their charge. This is your 
case i you are the ministers in Greece, 

This, ihen, is the sum of what hath now been 
offered. Your speakers never can make you either 
bad or good i you can make them whatever you 
please. You are not directed by their opinions, for 
they have no opinion, but what your inclinations 
dictate. It is your part, therefore, to be careful, 
that your inclinations be good and honourable. 
Then shall all be well. *Your speakers either must 
never give pernicious counsels ; or, must give them 
to no purpose ; when such counsels have no longer 
any influence in this assembly*. 

* These representations of Demosthenes were so far successful, 
that, early in the following year, the assembly repealed that scan- 
dalous law of Eubulus, which denounced death against any per-^ 
sou who should propose the alienation of the theatrical appoint- 
ments J and the orator himself had the honour of introducii^ a 
decree fpr applying them to tlie military service 5 to which the 
people consented, when it was too late tp derive any considerable 
advantages from this reformation. 

END op TUa ORATION ON THE REGULATION OF THE STATE. 
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INTRODUCTION, 

It wa^ not originally my intention to have 
translated either of the following orations : nor 
is it from any alteration in my opinion^ but from 
a deference to that of others, that I have present- 
ed this, on the Halonesus, to the English rea- 
der, in order to give him an opportunity of 
comparing it with the others, and of judging for 
himself, whether it is to be admitted among the 
genuine remains of our orator, or to be rejected 
as unworthy of his abilities, although apparently 
received and quoted by the ancient critics. 

This oration takes its title from an island caU 
led Halonesus, which one Sostratus^ a pirate, 
had some time since taken from the Athenians, 
and which Philip, having driven out this pirate, 
now claimed as his property. This was regard- 
ed at Athens as an infraction of the treaty lately 
concluded, (of which some account hath been 
given in the Introduction to the Oration on the 
Peace:) and, together with some other transac- 
tions of the Macedonian prince, produced com- 
plaints and jealousies amongst the Athenians, 
which were deemed, by their rival, of too much 



Digitized by 



Google 



3d lNtROJ)UCTlON. 

consequence to be neglected* Python, oiie of 
hb most able partisans, was dispatched to^ 
Athens, to obviate all objections to the since- 
rity and integrity of his conduct/ 

In order to corroborate the representations of 
this ambassador, Philip found it expedient to 
write a letter to the Athenians ; which, although 
addressed immediately to , this people, was in- 
tended as a kind of manifesto to all Greece. 
This letter, among other pieces of the same, 
kind, which might have done honour to the 
abilities of the Macedonian, is unhappily lost to 
posterity ; but the general contents of it arc 
distinctly pointed out in the following oration, 
which contains a regular and methodical answeif . 
to this letter. 
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THE ORATION 



ON THE 



HALONESUS. 

Sosigenes^ Archon — Olympiad lOgf. An. 3. 



Men of Athens ! Mt is by no means reasonable, 
that the complaints, which Philip urges against 
those speakers who assert your rights, should de* 
prive us of the liberty of enforcing the true interests 

* The oration^ as bath been already observed, plainly poInU out 
to us the several allegations, and apologies for Philip's conduct,- 
contained in the letter which occasioned the present debate. 
And this exordium as plainly shews, that, to these allegations, 
the writer added some strong remonstrances, against the severity 
an.d indecency with which some speakers in the assembly had, 
on many occasions, treated the character •£ the king of Macedon ; 
and demanded that some restraint should be laid on their inso- 
lence. The author of the oration, artfully enough, considers this 
as an attempt to controul that freedom of speech and debate, 
which was the sacred right of every, even the meanest citizen. 
It was the privileo-e, as wc may call it, of the assembly; and 
therefore is with propriety asserted, previous to the considcnuioa 
of any other particular. 
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of our country. Grievous, indeed, would be the 
case, if the freedom of our public debates were to 
be at once destroyed by a letter sent from him. 
It is my present purpose, first, to examine the se- 
veral allegations mentioned in this letter : then shall 
we proceed to the other particulars urged by his 
ambassadors. 

Philip begins with speaking of the Halonesus; 
this island, he declares, is his ; that he presents it to 
us as a free gift ; that we have no rightful claim to 
it ; nor hath he injured our property, either in ac- 
quiring or keeping possession of it. Such were his 
professions at the time when we were sent on our 
embassy to Macedon ; that he had won this island 
from the pirates, who had seized it, and was, there- 
fore, justified in keeping his acquisition. But, as 
this plea hath no support from truth and justice, it 
is not difficult to deprive him of it. The places, 
seized by pirates, are ever the property of some 
others ; these they fortify, and from thence make 
their excursions. But the man who punishes their 
outrages, and drives them out, cannot reasonably 
allege, that the possessions, which these pirates un- 
justly wrested from the rightful proprietors, must 
instantly devolve to him. If this be suffered, then, 
if some pirates should seize a part of Attica, or of 
liemnos, or of Imbros, or of Scyros, and if any 
power should cut them off, the places which they 
had seized, though our undoubted property, must 
continue in his possession^ whose arms chastised 

7 



Digitized by 



Google 



these pirates. Philip is himself scnlnblc of *th^ 
•weakness of this plea* There are others equally 
sensible of this ; but it is imagined easy to impose oa 
you by means of those who are administering our 
affairs. agreeably to the wishes of the Macedonian.; 
who promised him, and are now performing th^ 
service. Yet he cannot but know, that we m^uat 
come into possession of this island, in whatever 
terms our transaction may be expressed, whether 
you accept it or resume it\ Why then should he 

* Accept it or resume it. ^'AV rs Kitr^le, olv rclm\utr}le. This WBi 
a distinction suggested and asserted by Demosthenes^ as we learn 
from a passage in the Oration of iEschines against Ctesiphon, 
>vhere it is ridiculed as frivolous and litigious. But (as Monj. 
Tourreil observes on that passage) the Athenians had most im- 
portant reasons to examine, which of these two terms they used 
in their convention with Philip. For, according to the choice qf 
one or the other term, their right to the Halonesus was esta- 
blished or destroyed. The king of Macedon consented to put 
them in possession of tlie island ; he declared that he would give 
it to them. If then the Athenians were to answer that they ao^ 
cepted of it, {as a gift or favour,) by this they must acknowledge^ 
that Philip was the rightful proprietor of the island. It.wi^ 
therefore insisted that this prince should declare that he restored 
ii 5 while the Athenians, on their part, declared that they re- 
amed it 3 which plainly implied that the Macedonians had 
usurped Uieir right, and that they were truly and justly entitled 
to the Halonesus. Yet however reasonable and necessary \such 
precision may. appear, and particularly in transactions with a 
prince of so much address and artifice as Philip, yet the ridicule 
of j^schines "had spme effect. And, a ^ntin ivho disputes about tht 
lifords giving or restoring ^ beaime a proverbial phrase to express ^ 
person of an obstinate adherence to nice and frivolous distinctions. 
The comic poeCs did not a little contribute to introduce this pro- 
v^ib i-nto ftishion. Ather.«n$ qiaotes a number of fyagments^^in 

VOL. ir., ' J> 
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not use the fair and equitabte term, and restore it; 
rather than adhere to that word which proves his 
injustice, and pretend to present it as a gift ? Not 
that he nwy be supposed to confer a benefit upon 
us, (such benefits arc ridiculous,) but that he may 
demonstrate to all Greece, that the Athenians think 
themselves happy in owing their maritime domi- 
toions to the favour of the Macedonian. O my 
countrymen ! let us not descend to this* 

As to his proposal of submitting this contest fo 
timpires, it is the language o^derision and mockery. 
It supposes, in the first place, that we, who arc 
Athenians, could, in our disputes, with one sprung 
from Pella, descend to have our title to the isknds 
determined by arbitration. And, if our own power^ 
that power to which Greece owes its liberty, cannot 
secure us the possession of these places ; if umpires 
are to be appointed, if we are to commit our cause 
to them; if their votes are absolutely to decide their 
Tights, and if they arc to secure to us these islands, 
{provided* that they be influenced by Philip's gold ;} 

which we find tliat Afexjs, Anaxi]as> and Timocles, employed it, 
to heighten the hunK)ur and pleasantry of their pcrfomiances : 
and Athenaeum hinaself makes use of it, in the beginning of the 
-fiixth book. 

a Provided, &€'. ^schlne* asserts, in the oration against Ctc- 
siphon, that^ in the present debate, Demosthenes declared that no- 
impartial arbitrators could be found iir Greece, so general had 
been the influence of corruption. If Demosthenes was really the 
author of this oration, we must suppose that the assertion of hfe 
fiTal was founded on the insinuatioiteontalned in the passage here- 
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if such, I sajr, be yortr conduct, do yc not declare^ 
that yc have resigned all your power on the cou^ 
tinent ? do ye not di^over to the world, that no at^ 
tcinpt can possibly provoke you to oppose him ; 
Ivhcrt for your maritime dominions, whence Athens 
derives its greatest power, you have not recourse to 
inns, but submit to xlmpires ? 

He farthet observes^ that his commissiOhersliivc 
been sent hither to settle a cartel of commerce » ; 
ind, that this shall be confirmed, not when it hath 
received the sanction of your tribunal, as the law 
directs, but when it hath been returned td him. 
Thus would he assume a power over your judica- 
ture. His intention is to betray you into unguat-ded 
concessionSj to have it expressly acknowledged in 
this cartel j that you do not accuse him of injuring 
the stale by his outrageous conduct, with respect to 
Potfdasa ; that you confirm his right both of seiznig 
dnd possessing this city. And yet, those Athenians 
»vhO had settled in Potidsba, at a time when they 
were not at war with Philip, when they were united 
"With hitti in alliance ; when the most solemn en- 
gagements subsisted between them, when they had 

* A cartel of camtfier CM. l1ie word thus rendered [2mCo/.a], 
is explained by lexicographers, as denoting (among many other 
particulars) certain conventions, \li.My;iiOLf\ settled between fwa 
States, as a rule for the decision of all differences which might 
arise iU their commercial intercourse with each of her. The par- 
. tlcular nature, for^e, effects, and consequences, of such convdr- 
tiohs, the translator cannot take on him to explain distinctly ^ nor 
olf consequence, the force and propriety of the speakci's argument 
in this p^^sagc. 
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the utmost-reliance on Philip's oaths, were yet de- 
spoiled by this prince of all their possessions. And 
now, he would have you ratify this his iniquitouf 
procedure, and declare that you have suffered no 
injury, that you have no complaints to urge against 
him. For, that the Macedonians have no need of 
any cartels in their. commerce with the Athenians^ 
former times afford sufficient proof. Neither Amyn- 
tas, the father of Philip, nor any of the other kings 
of Macedon, ever made these cartels with our 
state, although our intercourse was much greater in 
those days than now : for Macedon was then sub- 
ject to us, it* paid lis tribute ; and then, much more 
than now, did we frequent their markets, and they 
enjoy the advantages of ours ; nor were the tribu- 
nals, to which affairs of commerce mighf be brought, , 
settled in so regular a manner as at present. A^ 
these are opened once in each month, they make all 
cartels between two countries, so far removed from 
each other, quite unnecessary. And, as these were 
not agreeable to ancient usage, it is by no meana 

* I do not reraember to have met with any particular account 
of Macedon being at any time tributary to Athens, but in Demos- 
thenes. £urydice> the mother of Philip, was indeed obliged to 
implore the protection of Iphicrates the Athenian. Wolfius, 

Tourreil^ in his notes on the second Olynthiac oration, dates the 
period of the Macedonians being in this tributary state from the 
establishment of the Athenian colony at AmphipoliJ5> under Ag^ 
non, the son of Nicias> (about 48 years before the Peloponnesian. 
var>) to the fifth or sixth year of this^ war, when Brasidas th& 
Lacedemonian drove the Athenians from the frontiers of Mace« 
don. But this is no more than the conjecture of the criticA 
founded %a the authority of the present passage. 
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prudent to establish them now ; and thus to subject 
men to the inconvenience of a voyage from Mace- 
don to Athens, or from us to Macedon, in order to 
obtain justice. The laws of eac)f country are open ; 
^nd they are suiBcient for the decision of all con- 
troversies. Be assured, therefore, that, by this car- 
tel, he means but to betray you into a resignation 
of all your pretensions to Potidaea. 

As to the piratesj he observes, that justice re- 
quires that we should act in concert with him, in 
order to guard against those who infest the seas.' 
By this, he in effect desires, that we should resign 
to him the sovereignty of the seas, and acknowledge, 
that, without Philiji's aid, we are not able to secure 
a navigation free and unmolested. Nor is thisliis 
only scheme. He would have an uncontroulcd li- 
berty of sailing round, and visiting the several 
islands, under the pretence of defending them from 
pirates: that so Tie may corrupt the inhabitants, 
and seduce them from their allegiance to us. Not 
contented with* transporting his exiles to Thasus, 
under the cond.uct of our commanders, he would 
gain possession of the other islands, by sending out 
his fleets, to sail in company with our admirals, as 
if united with us in the defence of the seas. There 
are some who say, that he hath no occasion for a 
maritime power : yet he, who hath no occasion to 

^This must have happened immediately ^ter their treaty with 
Macedon, before they found any reason to complain of the insi- 
dious conduct of Philip with respect to this treaty* 

P 3 
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secure such a power, prepares bis ships for war, 
erects his arsenals, concerts his naval expeditions, 
and, by the vast expense bestowed upon his marine, 
plainly shews that ifcis the grand object of his atten^ 
tion. And can you think, ye oiep of Athens ! that 
Philip CPqld desire you to yield to him this sove^ 
reignty of the seas, unless he held you in contempt ? 
Unless he had firm reliance on the men whose ser- 
vices he determined to pijrchase ? thp men who, 
insensible tp shame, live for Philip, not for their 
country ; who vainly fancy thpy have enriched their 
families by fhp bribes received from hipi: when, 
^hese bribes are really tl^ prices for which they have 
sold their J(^milics, 

And now, with respect to the explanation of thp 
artiplcs of thp peace, which the ambassadors, com- 
missioned by him, submitted to our determination, 
(as we insisted only on a point universally acknow- 
ledged to bp just, that EACH party should en- 
joy THEiK OWN DQMiNioNs,) hc dcnics, that ever 
his ambassadors were commissioned to makp, pr 
ever did make, such a concession ; so that his parti- 
sans must haye persuaded him, that you have ut- 
terly forgotten the declarations made publicly in the 
assembly. But these of all things cannot possibly 
be forgotten. For, in the very same ^sembly, his 
Embassadors arose, and made these dpclarations ; 
and, in co^bc^ucnce of them, thp dpcree was ip-r 
stantly drawn %-^y As then the recital of the de? 
cree immediately succeeded the speechps of the am- 
bassadors, \t is not possible that you could have rer 

7 
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cited their dcclamtions falsely. This then b an in- 
sinuation not against n>e, but against the assembly; 
as if you bad transmitted a decree^ containing an 
ajaswer to points never once mentioned. But these 
ambassadors, whose declarations were thus falsifiedj 
at the time when we returned our answer in foim, 
and invited them to a public entertainment, never 
once rose up, never once ventured to say, " Men of 
" Athens, we have been misrepresented, you have 
*^ made us say, what we never said :" i)Ut acqui- 
esced, and departed. . 

Recollect, I entreat you, the declarations of 
Python, who was at the head of this embassy ; the 
ipan who then received the public thanks of the 
assembly. They cannot, I presume, have escaped 
your memory, J\nd they were exactly consonant 
to Philip's present letter. He accused us of calum- 
tiiatiilg Philip; he declared, that you yourselves 
were to be blamed ; for, when his master was en* 
deavouring to do yqu service, when he preferred 
your alliance to that of any other of the Grecian 
states, you defeated his kind intentions, by listening 
to sycophants ; who wished to receive his money, 
and yet loaded him with invectives^: that wheQ 
those speeches were repeated to him, in which his 
reputation was so severely treated, and which you 
heard with such satisfaction ; he naturally changed 
his determination, as he found that he was regarded 
as devoid of faith, by those whom he had resolved 
to oblige. He desired, that the men, who spoke in 
this assembly, should not declaim against the peaces 

d4^ 
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which Certainly was not to be broken ; but that^ if 
any article was amiss, it should be amended, in 
which we might be assured of Philip's entire con- 
currence. But that, if they continued their invec- 
tives, without proposing any thing by which the 
treaty might be confirmed, and all suspicions of his 
master removed ; then no attention should be given 
to such men. You heard these declarations of Py- 
thon ; you assented ; you said that they were just : 
and just they certainly were. But, by these profes- 
sions, it was by no means intended to give u^ an 
article* of the treaty so essential to his interest : to 
give up what all his treasures had been expended to 
obtain: no: he had been taught by his instructors, 
of this place, that not a man would dare to propose 
any thing contradictory to that decree of Philocra- 
tes, by which we lost Amphipolis. I, on my part, 
Athenians! never have presumed to propose any 
thing illegal. I have, indeed, ventured to speak 
against the decree of Philocrates, because it was 
illegal. For this decree, by which Amphipolis was 
lost, contradicted former decrees, by which our 

* An article^ &c.) That is, to give up Amphipolis, which wa$ 
claimed on e^ch side by virtue of that clause^ which declared, that 
the contracting powers should keep all their several dominions^ 
Philip was now in possession of this city. The right of the Athc* 
mans had been at first asserted in the congress held for settling the 
terms of the peace : but this ppint was afterwards given up. Yet 
now we fiod it was revived 3 at^ least, that the speakers who op« 
posed the Macedonian interest^ endeavoured to persuade the 
people, that the cession lately' made was illegal, and that the ge- 
neral clause shotild be explained in favour of the Athenian clain> 
<p Ajqpphipolis, 

'M f i. ^ 
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right to this territory was asserted. This then was, 
an illegal decree which Philocrates proposed. And, 
therefore^ he, who had the due regard to our laws 
in all that he proposed, could not but contradjct a 
decree so inconsistent with our laws. By conform- 
ing to the ancient legal acts of this assembly, I 
showed the due attention to the laws, and, at the 
same time, proved that Philip was deceiving you ; 
that he had no intention of amending any article of 
the treaty ; that his sole purpose was to destroy the 
credit of those speakers, who asserted the rights of 
their cpuntry. 

It is then manifest, that, having first consented t(> 
this amendment of the treaty, he now recals his 
concession. He insists, that Atnphipolis is his; 
that you have acknowledged it to be his, by the 
very words of your decree, which declare, that he 
shall enjoy his own possessions. Such was, indeed, 
your declaration: but, not that Amphipolis was 
Philip's. For a man may possess the property of 
others ; nor can possession infer a right, since it is 
frequently acquired by unjust usurpation. So that 
his argument is no more than an idle, sophistical 
equivocation. He insists particularly on the decree 
of Philocrates: but he forgets his letter to this state, 
at the time when he laid siege to Amphipolis ; in 
which, he directly acknowledged that Amphipolis be- 
longed to you, and declared, that his intention in at- 
tacking this city, was to wre^t it from the then pos* 
- 6CSSors,'who had no claim to it, and to vest it in the 
Athenian^, who were the rightful sovereigns, Wtll 
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then ! Tbc men who were in possesion of this city 
before Philip's conquest, usurped our right; but 
when Philip had reduced it, did our right cease aj: 
once ? Did he but recover his own dominions ? 
When he reduced Olynthus also, when he subdued 
Apoljonia, when he gained Pallene, did he but re- 
cover his own dominions ? — When he makes use of 
such evasion^ can you think that he is at all soli- 
citous to preserve a decent semblance of reason and 
justice ? No J he treats you with contempt, in pre* 
guming to dispute your title to a city, which the 
whole nation of Oreece, which the Persian king 
himself, by the most authentic declarations, ac- 
knowledged to be ours, 

AnqtHbe amendment of the treaty whicli we 
Contended for, was this ; that all the Greeks, not 
included in the peace, should enjoy their liberty 
;ind their laws: and that, if inyadcd, they should be 
defended by all the copfedcrating parties. For this, 
i say, we contended i sensible that justice and hu* 
manity required, not only that we and our allies, 
and Philip and his allies, should enjoy the advan- 
tages of the p^ace, but that those who were neither 
allies to Athens, nor to Macedon, should by. no 
means lie exposed to the oppression of any power- 
ful invader. That they also should derive security 
from the peace ; and that we should in reality lay 
down our arms, and live in general friendship and 
tranquillity. This amendmeiu, his letter confesses 
to be just : you hear that he accepts it. And yet 
^H^tb be overturned the state of the Pheraeans ; he 
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hath introduced his garrison into the citadel 1 cer- 
tainly, that th^y may enjoy their own laws. Rif 
arms are directed against Ambracia. Three cities in 
Cassopia, Pandosia, Bucheta, and Elatia, aU Elcan 
colonies, hath he invaded with fire and sword, and 
reduced tq the vassalage pf his kipsman' Alexander. 
Glorious proofs of his concern for the liberty and 
independence of the Greeks ! 

At to those promises of great and important scr- 
?ice, which he was perpetually lavishing on the 
State, he now asserts, that I have belied apd abused 
him to the Greeks : for that he never once made 
such promises. So devoid of shame is he, who de- 
dared in his letter, which still remains upon record, 
that he would effectually silence his revilers, when 
an accommodation was once obtained ; by the 
number of good offices he would confer upon us, 
and which should be particularly specified, when* 
/ever he was assured of such an accommodationt 
These, his favours, then, were all provided, and 
ready to be granted to us when the peace should be- 
concluded ; but, when this peace was once conclud? 
ed, all his favours vanished. How great havoc 
hath been made in Greece, you need not be in- 
formed. His letters assure us of his gracious inten-^ 
tions to bestow large benefits upon us. And now, 

* This Alexander was the brother of Olympias, Philip's wife, 
and had been placed on the throne of Epirus by the interest and 
power of the Macedonian. Tlie three cities, here called £leaii 
colonies, might have possibly been thus disposed of, with the coQ* 
icnt of Elis, where the power and influence of Philip were in ^ 
feci absolute. 
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Sec the effect of his promises. He refuses to re- 
store our dominions; he claims them as his own. 
And, as to granting us any new dominions, thejf^ 
must not be in this country. No; the Greeks 
might else be offended. Some other country must 
be isought for^ some foreign land must furnish such 
grants. 

As to those places which he seized, in time of 
peace, in open violation of his engagements ; as h6 
hath no pretence to urge, as he stands convicted 
manifestly of injustice, he says, that he is ready to 
submit these points to the decision, of an equal and 
common tribunal. But they are points which of all 
others, need no decision. A fair computation of 
lime deteimines the cause at once. We all know in 
what month, and on what day, the peace was made. 
We all know, too, in what month, and on what day, 
Serrium, Ergiske, and the Sacred Mount were taken. 
The nature and manner of these transactions are no 
secret. Nor is th^rc need of a tribunal in a point 
so evident as this, that the peace was made one 
month before these places were seized. 

He asserts, that he hath returned all your prison- 
ers that were taken. Yet there was one prisoner^ ^ 
man of *Carystus, bound to this city by all the strict- 

a Wolfius is indined to think, that this was the name of the 
^isoner. But I have chosen to translate the passage in this 
^anner> as there was a town in the island of Enbosa, known by 
tlic name of Carystus. The name or the country of this man are^ 
ijlf^ed^ circumstances of no moment : and should there be s 
m'stake in the translation, the learned reader can scarcely find it 
worth while to detect or to censare it i 
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est ties, for whose liberty we sent no less than thre# 
deputations. Such was Philip's desire to oblige us, 
that he put this man to death ; nay, refused to re- 
store his body for interment. 

It is also worthy of attention, to consider what 
was the language of his letters with respect to the 
Chersonesus, and to compare it with his present ac- 
tions. All that district which li^s beyond the 
Forum, he claims as his own, in defiance of our 
pretensions, and hath given the possession to Apbl- 
lonides the Cardian. And yet the Chersonesus is 
bounded not by the Forum, but by the altar of Ju- 
piter of the Mountain, which lies in mid-way be- 
tween the elm, and the chalky shore*, where the 
Jine was traced, for cutting through the Cherson- 
esus. This is evident, from the inscription on the 
altar of Jupiter of the Mountain, which is in these 
terms : 

HEaB^ jove's fair altar, rais'd by' nous HAN©S^ 

ADORNS/ AT ONCE, AND MARKS THE NEIGHBOURING I»AND*; 

9N THIS SltE, LO, YON CHALKY CLIFFS DISPLAYED ! 

ON THAT, THE ELM EXTENDS ITS AWFUL SHADE J 

•WHILST, IX MID-WAY, EV'n 'hEAV*N S GREAT MONARCH 

DEIGNS 
TO POINT THE BOUNDARIES, AND DIVIDE THE FLAINii^ 

This district then, whose extent is known to 

» A work which Philip had promised'to execute at his own eX^. 
pcnse, (as i^ mentioned in the second Philippic,) for the conve- 
nience and expedition of commerce, which was frequently inter- 
twpted by' the length pf time sf cnt in doubling Mount i^thos, an4 
sailing round the Chcrsoncsu3 ; or by coatyarj vvindt. , . 
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many in thiiB assembly, he claims as his property^ 
part of it he himself enjoys, the rest he gives to his 
creatures: and thus he deprives us of our most 
valuable possessions. But he is not content with 
wresting from us all the lands which He beyond the 
Forum : hi& letter directs us to come to a judicial 
decision of any controversy we may have with the 
Cardians who lie on this side of the Forum ; 
with the Cardians, I say, who have presumed to 
settle in our lands. We have, indeed, a controversy 
with these men ; and judge ye, whether the subject 
be inconsiderable* The lands, where they hajt^ 
settled, they claim as their just property, and deny 
our title. The lands that we enjoy they declare art 
unlawfully usurped ; that they themselves are the 
rightful proprietors ; and that their right was ac^ 
knowledged by a decree proposed by your own citl-^ 
2en Calippus, of the Paeanean tribe. He did, in-» 
deed, propose such a decree : for which he was*^. 
by me, impeached of an illegal proceeding : but yoU 
suflfered him to escape ; and thus was your title to 
these lands rendered disputable and precarious. — ;— 
But, if you can submit to a judicial decision of your 
disputes with the Cardians, what should prevent the 
other inhabitants of the Chersonesus from demand-' 
ing the like trial ? 

With such insolence doth he treat you, thatt he 
presumes to say, that, if the Cardians refuse to be 

* The atithor of tWsxJfation affirttis, thr(t Calippus was frtipeach- 
<5d,bf him of TioHiticig the laws. But it is certain^ that HegcsJp* 
(US, and ool DeiiMtibefiet, was the author of this irapeacboo^nt/ 

LiBANlUS. 
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detc>rrnined by a judicial proceito, he will compd 
them. As if we were not able to compel even the 
Cardians to do us justice. An extraordinary in- 
stance this of his regard to Athens. 

Yet there are men among you who declare, that 
this letter is very reasonable ; men, much more de- 
serving of your abhorrence than Philip. His oppo- 
sition to-lhis state is actuated by the love of glory and 
power: but citizens of Athens, who devote them- 
selves not to their country, but to Philip, should 
feel that vengeance which it must be your part to 
inflict with all severity, ^unless your brains have for- 
saken your heads, and descended to your heels. 
It remains, that I propose such an answer to this so 
reasonable letter, and to the declarations of the am- 
bassadors, as may be just, and advantageousi to the 
stated 

• This remarkable passage, which has been so much censured 
J>7 critics, is here translated pretty exactly, without any attempt 
to soften the boldness and severity of the original. And it is left 
to the reader to compare with the expressions of greatest freedom, 
in those remains of Demosthenes which are confessedly genuine, 
.^chines has, indeed, recorded some expressions of our author, 
equally rude and disgusting : such was his threat, t^ ht ivoulJ 
sczu uf Philip* i mouth tvith a huUrush, &c^ But it is certain,, 
fhat in all his addresses to the assembly, even where be censures 
and inveighs, with the greatest freedom and severity, he still dis- 
covers a remarkable attention to decorum; and, sometimes, 
tempers his reproof with the most artful and delicate flattery, 

*> The deputies, who presented Philip's letter, seem to have 

, been dismissed without any satisfactory answer. And, by the 

eagerness with which the people now listened to the leaders who 

opposed the Maeedoman interest, it appeared plainly, < hat the 
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i 

influence of Phi]ip*s partisans itas declining. So that Denio»* 
thanes judged it a favourable opportunity to prefer an accusation 
against his rival iEschineg, for fraud and corruption in his late 
conduct of the treaty concluded with Philips which produced the 
two orations on the subject of their embassy. 
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INTRODUCTION^^ 



THE death of Philip, king of Macedoh, was 
an event, at first, judged fatal to the interest bf 
that kingdom; which gave the; Athenians hopes 
of recovering; their svperiority, and encouraged 
them, to form some confederacies against liis 
successor, whose spirit and abilities were not yet 
completely discoycred. ^ 

It is not hqrc necessary tp recount the actions 
of this prince, on his accession to the throne. 
It may be sufiicient to obscrye^ that a treaty 
had; bc^; concluded by his father with the 
Greeks^and yvas hy hina, confirmed ; in which it 
was .prpxidcd, that the laws, privileges, andli- 
•beriies^^tjie several stajtcs,; should be secured and 
coni|r^ed%.. But sych engagements are seldom 
foijrvd'r^ffiScieni;:JtC) r^strjiin a violent youthful 
*ambitio<v„ ./tjl^e^ ^^(ac^donranr was soon embofd- 
encii-tQ.disQOver his contempt of this treaty, by 
acting in several instances contrary tp its ar- 
ticles. The Atheniaiis, who still retained somp 
remaipa of their ancient spirit, resented these 
. his iivfrgotions. An assembly was convened to 
. take, thc^, treaty into i?onsideratibn, and ta deter- 
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mine on the proper method of procedure in 
consequence of Alexandcr*s conduct. On this 
occasion was the following oration delivered^ 
which contains a distinct specification of the 
several instances of violation now complained 

of, ;• . • • •■ 

Critics seem willing to ascribe this oration to 
Hegesippus, or to Hyperides. It is observed, 
that the style is diffuse, languid, and disgraced 
by some affected phrases ; and, that the whole 
composition by no means breathes that spirit of 
boldness and freedom which appears in the ora- 
tions of Demosthenes. But these, differences 
may possibly be accounted for, without ascribing 
it to another author. Dejection and vexation, 
a coinsciousness of the fallen condition of his 
countiy, despair and terror at the view of the 
Macedonian power, might have naturally pro- 
duced an alteration in the style and manner of 
the orator's address. A great epic genius, when 
in its decline, is said, by Longinus,"to fall natu- 
rally into the fabulous. In like manner, a great 
popular speaker, when hopeless and desponding, 
checked and controuled by his fears, may find 
leisure to coin words, and naturally recur to af- 
fected expressions, when the torrent of his na- 
tive eloquence is stopped. Nor is the oration 
now before us entirely destitute of force and 
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spirit. It appears strong and vehement^ but 
embarrassed. The fire of Demosthenes some- 
times breaks forth through all obstacles, but is 
instantly allayed and suppressed, as if by fear 
and caution. The author, as Ulpian expresses 
it, speaks freely, and not freely ; he encourages 
the citizens to war, and yet scruples to move 
for war in form ; as if bis mind was distracted 
between fear and confidence. 

In a word, I regard the Oration vn the Treaty 
with Alexander, as the real work of Demosthe- 
nes, but of Demosthenes dejected and terrified, 
willing to speak consistently with himself, yet 
not daring to speak all that he feels. It may be 
compared to the performance of an eminent 
painter, necessarily executed at a time when his 
hands or eyes laboured Under some disorder, in 
which we find the traces of his genius and abi- 
lities obscured by many marks of his present 
infirmity. 
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TREATY 



WITH 



ALEXANDER. 



\v E should by all means, Athenians ! concur with 
those who so strenuously recommend an exact ad- 
Jberence to our oaths and treaties, if they really 
speak their sentiments ; for nothing is so becoming 
the character of free states, as a strict attention to 
honesty and justice. Let not these men, therefore, 
who urge the necessity of this attention, embarraS3 
our councils by harangues, which their own actions 
contradict. Let them submit to an examination ; 
if their sentiments are approved, they will for the 
future influence the assembly j if not, let them give 
place to those whose opinions of our rights may 
seem more consonant to truth. Thus shall you 
determine, either to submit quietly to your wrongs, 
and esteem their. author as your friend i or to prefer 
the cause of justice to all other considerations, and 
to make sueh provisions for your interest, with spec4 
and vigour, as none can possibly condemn. The 
very terms of our treaty, and of those oaths ty 
. b4 
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which the general peace was ratified, must, upon 
the first inspection, shew who are the transgressors: 
This I shall briefly prove in the most essential 
articles. 

Suppose this qucstron aske^, what event, Athe- 
nians, could most effectually excite your resentment ? 
You would answer, an attempt to destroy your 
liberty. Should the family of Pisistratus now re- 
vive; and, should any man attempt to reinstate 
them in their former power, ye would at once take 
up arms, and brave all dangers rather than submit 
to these masters. Or, if you should submit, you 
would be reduced to the condition of pui^chased 
slaves ; nay, to a worse condition : for, no master 
wantonly kills his slave ; but those who arc under 
the power of tyrants we see every day destroyed 
without the shadow of law, and exposed to insults, 
still worse than death, in the persons of their wives 
and children. 

Well, then, in open violation of his oaths, of 
the express terms of the general peace, hath Alex- 
ander reinstated the family of Philiades in Messen^. 
In this, hath he acted from a regard to justice ? Or, 
from his own arbitrary principles, in open contempt 
of you, and of his engagements with the Greeks ? 
— If then an attempt to introduce arbitrary power 
into Athens would excite your utmost indignation, 
would rouse you to maintain the treaty ; you ought 
not to be indifferent, you ought not to neglect this 
treaty, when, in equal violation of its sacred ^ur- 
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purport, other states are oppressed by the like 
power. Nor should they, who so strenuously re- 
commend to you to adhere to your engagements, 
leave those uncontrouled,.who have, on their part, 
violated them in a manner so notorious. Such 
violation cannot be suffered! if you have the due 
regard to justice. For, it is expressly declared in 
our treaty, that he who should act as Alexander 
hath now done, should be deemed an enemy to all 
included in the peace : that all should take up arm^ 
against him, and against his dominions. If then we 
have the least regard to these our declarations, we 
are to consider him as our enemy, who hath re- 
rtored this faimily. But, say the favourers of these 
tyrarts, *^ the sons of Philiades governed in Mes- 
^' scnc before this treaty was concluded ; and therc- 
*^ fore were they restored by Alexander.'* This is 
a ridiculoi^ aliegajtion ; the t]rrants of Sestos, esta* 
%lished long before our treaty, were expelled from 
•Antissa and Eresus; and this form of government 
-declared to be in itself unjust and oppressive. It 
cannot then be a matter of indifference, that Mes- 
senc be exposed to the like oppression. 

Besides, it is provided, in the very first article of 
the treaty, that the Greeks shall enjoy their 
FREEDOM AND THEIR LAWS. And, if thcif free- 
dom and their laws were the first points secured, 
what assertion can be conceived more absurd, than 
that he, who reduces them to slavery, is not iguilty 
of any violation of this treaty ? If then, Athenians ! 
you would adhere to your oaths and your engage- 
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mcnts, if you have a regard to justice, (and this, as 
I have observed, is the advice of yout speakers,) it 
is incumbent on you to take up arms, to coUtct 
your allies, and to declare hostiliities against those 
who have really violated the peace. Have you, 
when some fair occasion offered, pursued your in-^ 
tcrest with vigour, even though not induced by the 
motive of supporting justice ? And now, when jus- 
tice^ and a fair occasion, and your own interest, al! 
conspire to rouse you^ what other season do you 
wait for, to assert ypur own liberty and that of 
Greece? 

I AM now come to another point of right, results 
ing from this treaty. It is expressly provided, tluil» 
if any persons should subvert the constitutions wb* 
sisting in edch state, at the time of ratifying the 
peace, they should be deemed ENjrMiEs to all 

INCLUDED IN THE TRB^ATY, CoHsider theD* 

Athenians ! that the Achaeans of PelopcMUifesus, ait 
that time enjoyed democratical governments. Yet, 
of these, the Macedonian hath mibverted tbe.«m>- 
stitution of Pellaene, by expeUing most oJF its citi^ 
zens : their fortunes he distributed aitiong his dcK 
mestics, and Chaeron, the wrestler, he established 
tyrant of this city. In this treaty were we included, 
which thus directs, that thc^ who act in this man- 
ner shall be regarded as enemies. Shall we not 
then regard them as enemies, pursuant to the te- 
nor of those engagements, by which we are all 
equally obliged ? Or, can any of those hirelings of 
the Macedonian, those whose riches are the wages 
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of their treason^ be so abandoned as to forbid it ? 
They cannot plead ignorance of these things ; buti 
16 such a pitch of insolence have they arrived, that 
guarded, as it were, by the armies of the tyraat, 
they dare to call on us to adhere to oaths alreadf 
violaticd; as if peijury were his prerogative : thejr 
force you to subvert your own laws,- by-releasing 
these who stood condemned at our tribunals ; andf 
in various other instances, drive you to illegal mea* 
pures. Nor is this surprising. For they, who havi 
Isold themselves to the enemies of their cmmtryi 
cannot have the least regard to law, the least rt^w- 
rence for oaths. The names of these, and but the 
iiames, serve them to impose on men who come to 
this assembly for amusement, not fqr business; and 
oevcr once reflect, that their present indolence must 
prove the cause of some strange and fcrrible dis- 
orders. ' 

Hbre, then^ I repeat wW I at first asserted, that 
we should agree wkh those who recommend an ad- 
herence to the general treaty. Unless they suppose, 
that, in recommending this adherence, they do not 
of consequence declare, that no act of injustice 
should be comnntted ; or, imagine it yet a secret, 
that arbitmry power hath been estafcliihed itithe 
place of popular goverrimerits, andthat many free 
constitutions have been subverted. Bot^ such a 
supposition is utterly ridiculous^ For these ^ire the 
very terms of the treaty : THE DIRECTORS AND 
GUARANTEES, APPOINTED FOR THE GE- 
I^EEAL security; SHALL TAKE rCARE 
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THAT, IN THE SEVERAL STATES IN- 
CLUDED IN THIS PEACE, THERE SHALL 
BE NO DEATHS OR BANISHMENTS, CON- 
TRARY TO THE LAWS ESTABLISHED IN 
EACH SOCIETY; NO CONFISCATIONS, 
NO NEW DIVISIONS OF LAND', NO ABO- 
LITION OF DEBTS, NO GRANTING FREE- 
IK)M TO SLAVES, FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
INNOVATION. But, far from preventing these 
ibings, these men themselves contribute to intro- 
duce them. And, what punishment can be. equal 
tfi their guilt, who are the contrivers of these evils 
in the several states, which were deemed of such 
CDiit9^uence, as to demand the. united care of their 
.whole body to prevent th^m? 

I SHALL now mention another point, in which 
this treaty is infringed. It is expressly provided, 
Ihat NO FLYING PARTIES SHALL MAKE 
EXCURSIONS FROM ANY OF THE CITIES 
INCLUDED IN THE TREATY, AND COM- 
MIT HOSTILITIES ON ANY OTHER OF 
THE CONFEDERATED CITIES; AND, 
THAT WHATEVER PEOPLE SHOULD THUS 
OFFEND, ARE TO BE EXCLUDED FROAI 
; THE ALLIANCE. But so little doth the Mace- 
donian scruple to commit hostilities, that his hos- 
.tilities are never suspended ; nor are any free from 
. them, that he can possibly infest. And much more 
•flegrant^are his later hostilities, as he hath, by his 
■edict, established tyrants in d liferent places ; in 
Sieyon, his master of exercises. If, then, we should 
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conform to the treaty, as these men insist, the cities 
guilty of these actions should be excluded from the 
confederacy. If the truth must be concealed, I am 
not to declare; that these are the Macedonian cities. 
But if, in defiance of the truth, those traitorous par- 
tisans" of Macedon persevere in urging us to observe 
the general treaty, let us concur with them : (tbcit 
advice is just and equitable :) aiid, as this treaty 
directs, let us exclude those from the alliance, who 
have been thus guilty ; and consider of the measures 
necessary to be ptirsued against people so insolent 
and aspiring, whose schemes ^nd actions are thus 
invariably criminal, and who treat their solemn en* 
gagcments with contempt and ridicule. Why will 
they not acknowledge that these^ consequences arc 
just ? Would they have every ariicle that ojiposes 
our interest confirmed ? Every article that favours 
us erased ? Are these their notions of justice ? If 
any part of our engagements provides for the inte- 
rest of our enemies, in opposition to this state, arc 
they to contend for that ? but if, by any other part, 
our rights and interests are secured against our ene- 
mies, are all their utmost efforts to be directed 
against this ? 

Ta convince you still more clearly, that none of 
the Greeks will accuse you pf infringing this treaty, 
but will acknowledge it as an obligation, that you 
have arisen sin^y to deteot thoise who really in* 
fringed it> I shall run over a few of its numerous 
articles. One article is Vhus expressed: THE 
UNITING PARTIES SHALL ALL HAVE THE 
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FULL LIBERTY OF THE SE^S. NONE 
SHALL MOLEST THEM, OR SEIZE THEIR 
VESSELS, ON PAIN OF BEING REGARDED 
AS THE COMMON ENEMY. And now, my 
fellow-citizens, it is notoriously evident to you all^ 
that the Macedonians have done these things. To 
such a pitch of lawless insolence hare they pro- 
ceeded, as to seize the ships of Pontus, and send 
them into Tenedos. Every pretence was invented 
lo detain them; nqr were they at last released, 
before. Wje, had decreed to eqviip oiic hundred ships^ 
.toscnd. them. instantly tp sea, and,had,aptually ap« 
jpo^atejdMencsthcus to command them. . 

III'.': yy '< .'..-.';:.' ' ■, ■ ' ' . - :. :j : - ' ' 

^ .^WfiEN.jych .and sq ^any are the outrages cora- 

Ijiijtted byptjiiers, is it not absurd, that their friends 

in, thi^ assembly should not endeavour to prevail on 

-ih^ip tQQh^jige, their conduct, instead of advising 

1J5Jfeo^^bei5P,to engagements so totally neglected on 

Jhe Qtber.sidcJ _As if it were expressly provided, 

thgt ojpe p^rty ,avght,tr$n^gress wjien they pleased ; 

*^|^d, tli^ tWothershquW And, could 

rtJ\^^]$l^ce,donfan^ have .actecj a more lawless and a 

more senseless part, than to have so far abandoned 

all regard to their oaths, that they had weir nigh 

i foffoit^ ibeir • sovereignty of Ae ^ seas ? Nay,- they 

* ^' A The marittme force *oF Hilacedon seems to have been, even ^t 
^lifc iitttt, scarcely greater dian that ct Athens, ttoiwitfestaildiBg 
-iU ftib«9fena6c> oe^liaip .16 rmbrease a(f4; ikkq)rdKerit.. For we 
^lMh'mff^i§i^\y4^^^ orator fecpn|mj2wli8g to his oooBtry- 
vrntf" to. miQUa(X^.^su|>eriQrit/:at jica. . 6ut^ t}MS ^overtigntj of 
,4befcasp.vbicb i& here acknowlcdgecL io^bclong to ibc JMacedo* 
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have indisputably forfeited this right to us, when- 
ever we are disposed to assert it. For, they are not 
to expect, that no penalty is to be incurred from 
violating the treaty, because they have, for some 
,time pastj( discontinued their violations. No ; they 
should ruther be well pleased, that they have 
hitherta enjoyed the advantage of our indolence, and 
total aversion to maintain our rights. 

, .Ca^ anything be conceived more, mortifying, 
than that all.other peopje, Greeks and Barbarians, 
should dread our enmity : but, that these men, of 
sudden affluence, should hiake us contemptible, 
j-even io our$elves,*by seducing arid forcing us to 
.Ihqii: purposes ?. As if tfiey had the conduct of af- 
fairs ^t Abder^ or MaronaeaS not at Athens.. But 
wbii? .they are depressing their own country, and 
Aggxai^di^^ing i^s ^emies, they do hot consider, that, 
by presc^ibilig th|5 rules of justice in a mariner so 
tot&ily. ,WJpst, they, . in effect, aclcndwledgc that 
^tl>eir-,Q0untry, is irresistible; for 'this. is tacitly fo 
confess, .that,^if we have a due "attention fo our in- 

• - . rt . • • ■ . . ' - , ^ 

nians, seems to hav6 been the consecjucnte of the treaty ^de 

• with Philip, immediately after the battle of Ctivrbnesi^ lA whkh 

ihe Athenrians were 'obliged to . give, up the d^mmion: of • ibe 
.islands, and Samos )xras declared the bound of their territories and 
-juriiidiction. 

* AhJera or Maron^ta^ Tw6 cities of ' small conseqaencc in 

Thrad(p. T^e under ttan^ing.o/ art Abtkrhtt was' a proverb to^-ex- 
' press a remftirkable deficiency in p(^at bf genius and xdut^ne^s : 

tbtnj^bthis dffjip^^^d cl|y jmd pro^u^ed. Pempcritt}S| a phUoftophcr 

of no small reputation in Greece. 

3 
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tercsts, we shall easily subdue out: enemies. And 
jn this they rightly judge. For, let us take care' to 
maintain a superiority at sea ; let us but take carfe 
of this, and we shall effectually secure noble ac- 
cessions to our present land force : especially, if for- 
tune should so far favour us, as to crush the men. 
now guarded by the armies of tyrants ; if some of 
them should perish, and others discover their insig- 
Dificance. 

These then have been the infractions of the 
Macedonian, with respect to maritime affairs ; be- 
sides the others already mentioned. But, we have 
just now seen the most extravagant instance of the 
pride and insolence of his people, ]n daring to sail 
into the Pirseus, manifestly contrary to the treaty 
concluded with us. Nor, is this their infraction 
the less criminal, because but one ship of war pre- 
sumed to enter our harbour. It plainly appears, 
that this was an experiment, whether we might not 
prove so inattentive, as to suffer them hereafter to 
come in with more ; and that, in this, as well as 
other instances, they renounce all regard to decrees 
and conventions. For, that they meant gradually 
to introduce^ and to habituate us to such encroach- 
ments, appears from this, that he who then put in, 
with his ship, (which together with his cdnvoy 
should have been destroyed,) demanded liberty to 
build small vessels in our port. For this proves 
that their purpose was, not to obtain the privilege of 
entering our harbour, but to gain the absolute com- 
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mand of it. It cannot be alleged, that this demand 
was made, because the materials for building ship^ 
are in plenty at Athens; for they arc brought 
hither from grefit distances, and procured with dif- 
ficulty; and, that they are scarce at Macedon: 
(where they are sold at the cheapest rates to an)^' 
that will purchase.) No : they wiere in hopes to 
gain the power of building and loading vessels in 
our port ; a power expressly denied by treaty ; and 
thus gradually to proceed to other enormities. In 
such contempt have they been taught to hold you, 
by their instructors in this city, who direct their 
whole conduct ; and thus they are persuaded, that 
this state is irrecoverably lost in indolence, incapable 
of providing for its interest ; and utterly regardless, 
whether the actions of a tyrant be conformable to 
his, treaty, or no. 

To this treaty I advise you to adhere : in that 
sense, I mean, which I before explained. And the 
experience of my age warrants me to assure you, 
that your rights will be thus asserted, without the 
least offence to others ; and the occasions, favour- 
able to your interests, most effectually improved. 
These are the terms of the treaty, we must act thus, 
IF WE WOULD BE INCLUDED. They, then, 
who act differently, are not to be included. And, 
therefore, let us now, if ever, refuse to pay an ab- 
ject submission to the directions of others. Else, 
must we renounce the memory of those ancient, 
and illustrious honours, which weof aU other people 

VOL. II. F 
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can most justly boast. If you command me, 

Athenians ! I shall now move you in form^ pur^ 
isuant to the tenour of our engagement, to declare 
war against those who have violated the treaty. 



SND or TBI O&ATIOH OK-^HE TIBATT WITH ALBXAND£R. 



Digitized by 



Google 



r:^ 



THE 

ORATION OF DINARCHUS 



AGAINST 



DEMOSTHENES. 



f 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 

A h. 



C €9 5 



INTRODUCTION. 

THE reader is here presented with a transla-* 
tion of a performance which we find, in some 
editions^ annexed to the public orations of De- 
mosthenes. It is an artful, spirited, and virulent 
invective against him, when, in the decline of 
life, he had fallen into disgrace, and the dis-» 
pleasure of his countrymen. The occasion of it 
is distinctly recounted by Plutarch ; who in* 
forms us, that some time after the famous con«» 
test about the crown^ in which Demosthenes 
gained so complete a triumph over his rivaj 
jEschines, one Harpalus, who had \)ecn in the 
service of Alexander, fled to Athens, with the 
remains of an immense fortune, wbich had been 
dissipated by his luxury ; and there sought re- 
fuge from the anger of his master, whose seve- 
rity towards his favourites alarmed and prompt- 
ed him to this flight. The orators received his 
money, and laboured to gain him the protection 
of the state. Demosthenes, on the contrary, 
urged to his countrymen* the danger of exposing 
fhemselves to an unnecessary and unjustifiable 
war, by entertaining this fugitive. Hafpalus, 
however, found means to soften his severity, by a 
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present of a magnificent vase, accompanied with 
twenty talents. And, when it was expected 
that Demosthenes would have exerted- his abi- 
lities, in the assembly, against Harpalus, he 
pleaded indisposition, and was silent. This is 
the sum of Plutarch's account. But Pausanlas, 
who seems to have conceived a more favourable 
opinion of the integrity of Demosthenes, ob- 
serves, as a proof of his innocence, that an au- 
thentic account was sent to Athens, after the 
death of Harpalus, of all the sums distributed 
by him in this city, and of the persons to whom 
each was paid ; and that, in this account, no 
mention was at all made of Demosthenes, al- 
though Philoxenus, who procured it, was his 
particular enemy^ as well as Alexander. But, 
however this may be, the rumour of Harpalus's 
practices, and the report of the corruption of 
Demosthenes in particular, raised a considerable 
ferment at Athens. Demosthenes strenuously 
asserted his innocence, and proposed, that the 
council of^Areopagus should proceed to a strict 
inquiry into this distribution, supposed to have 
been made by Harpalus ; declaring his rcadinejs 
to submit to thei/ sentence, whatever it might 
be. Contrary to Ijis expectations, the report of 
the Areopagus condemned him. In vain did 
he represent this report, as the effect of the ma- 
licious practices and contrivance of his enemies, 
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He was brought to his trial; Stratocles ma- 
naged the prosecution; in which he was as- 
sisted by Dinarchus, who, though he gave a fa- 
vourable testimony to the character of Demos- 
thenes on a subsequent occasion, (in the oration 
against Aristogiton,) yet now inveighed against 
him, with the utmost virulence, in the follow^ 
ing oration. 
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This your minister, Athenians! who hath pro- 
nounced sentence of death upon himself, sliould he 
be convicted of receiving any thing from Harpalus ; 
this very man hath been clearly convicted of ac- 
cepting bribes from those whom, in former times, 
he affected to oppose with so much zeal. As Sti^a- 
tocles hath spoken largely upon this subject, as 
many articles of accusation have been anticipated, 
as the council of Areopagus hath made a report on 
this inquiry, so consonant to equity and truth ; ^ 
report, confirmed and enforced by Stratocles, who 
hath produced the decrees enacted against these 
crimed ; it remains that we, who are now to speak, 
(who are engaged in a cause of more importance 
than ever came before this state,) should request the 
whole assembly, first, that we obtain your pardon, 
if we should repeat some things already urged, (for 
here our purpose is, not to abuse your paticncb, 
but to inflame your indignation ;) and, secondly^, 
9 
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that you may not give up the general rights and 
laws of the community, or exchange the general 
welfare, for the speeches of the accused. You sec 
that, in this assembly, it is Demosthenes that is 
tried: in all other places, your own trial is depend- 
ing. On you -men turn their eyes, and wait with 
eagerness, to see how far the interest of your coun- 
try will engage your care. Whether you arc to 
take upon yourselves the corruption and iniquity 
of these men; or, whether you are to manifest to 
the world a just resentment against those who are 
bribed to betray the state. 

This last is fully in your power. The assembly 
hath made a fair decree*. The citizens have dis- 
covered their desire to detect those speakers, who- 
ever they may be, who, to the disgrace and detri- 
ment of the community, have presumed to receive 
gold from Harpalus. Add to this, that you your- 
self, Demosthenes, and many others, have moved in 
form, that the council, agreeably to ancient usage, 
should enter into an inquiry whether any persons 
had been thus guilty. The council hath made this 
inquiiy ; not that your instances were wanting to 
remind them of their duty; or, that they wished to 
sacrifice the truth, the trust reposed in them, to 
you : but from a full persuasion (as the Areopa^ 
gites have expressed it) of the influence of such 

* A fair Jecree,'] That is, a decree committing the cognisance 
of the crimes alleged against Demosthenes, &c. to the court of 
Areopagus. 
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practices on all our counsels and transactions ; andt 
a firm resolution never to plead the danger of being 
exposed fo calumny; when they were to detect the 
man who attempted to bring disgrace and danger 
on his country. 

And, although the dignity and propriety of thk 
procedure have received the approbation of the 
people, Demosthenes has^recoursc to complaints, to 
appeals, to malicious accusations, now that he finda 
himself convicted of receiving twenty talents of gold.' 
Shall then this council, on whose faith and jus- 
tice we rely, even in the important case of premedi- 
tated murder ; to whom we commit the vengeance 
due to this crime; who have an absolute power 
over the persons and lives of our citizens ; who caii 
punish every violation of our laws, either by exile 
or by death : shall this council, I say, on an inquiry 
into a case of bribery, at once lose all its authority ? 
** Yes ; for the Arec^agus hath reported falsely of 
*^ Demosthenes." Extravagant and absurd 1 What! 
report falsely of Demosthenes and Demades, against 
.whom even the truth seems scarcely to be declared 
with safety ? You, who have in former times moved 
that this council should take cognisante of public 
affairs, and have applauded their reports; you, 
whom this whole city hath not been able to restrain 
within the bounds of justice; hath the council re- 
ported falsely against you ? Why then did you de- 
clare to the people, that you were ready to submit 
to death, if condemned by the report of this coun- 
^1 ? Why have you availed yourself of their autho- 
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lity, to take off so many of our citizens? Or, wbU 
ther shall we have recourse 5 to whom shall we ipr 
trust the detection of secret villany ? if you, nok^ 
withstanding all your affected regard to our pQ|m«*. 
lar government, are to dissolve this councils t^ 
whose protection our lives have been intrusted, to 
whose protection our liberty and our constitution 
have oftentimes been intrusted ; by whose proteo 
tion that parson of thine hath been preserved, (for, 
as you pretend, it hath frequently been attempted,) 
to utter these calumnies against them; to whose 
care we have committed our secret archives^ on 
which the very being of our state depends. 

But it is just, it is just, I say, that the couactt 
^ould meet with these returns of calumny. For ( 
shall freely speak my sentiments. One of these two 
methbds should they have pursued: either instantly 
kaye entered into the first inquiry relative to th^ 
three hundred talents, sent hither by the king of 
Persia, as the people directed i and then this mon« 
ster would have been punished, his accomplices in 
coirgption detected, and all his traitorous practicesi 
by which Thebes was betrayed to ruin, being clearly 
laid open, an ignominious death would have fr^4 
us from him ; or, if you were inclined to pardon 
this crime in Demosthenes, and thus to propagate 
the race of corrupted hirelings within your city^ 
this discovery of your sentiments should have deter^ 
mined them not to enter into any inquiry, on infor-r 
ppiation of the money received by Deinpsthen^s* 
For nov7, when the council pf thf Areppagqs hfl4 



Digitized by 



Google 



Oratxvir, orations; n 

nobly and equitably proceeded to a full detectioA 
of this man, and his accomplices j whai^ rcgardlcsB 
of the power of Demosthenes and Demades, they 
have adhered inviolably to truth and justice ; still, 
Diemosthenes goes round the city, utters his invec- 
tives against this council, and boasts of his services^ 
in those speeches which you shall hear him in- 
stantly use to deceive the assembly. ** It was I 
*^ who gained you the alliance of Thebes !" — -^ 
No ! You it was who ruined the common interest 
of both states; ^* I drew out the forces of Chaero- 
*^ nea !" — No, you were the only person who there 
fled from your post* — " For you have I engaged in 
*^ several embassies." And what would he do, 
what would he demand, had these his negociations 
been successful ; when, having ranged through* the 
world, only to involve us in such calamities and 
misfortunes, he expects to be rewarded with a li- 
berty of receiving bribes against his country, and 
the privil^e of speaking and of acting in this as- 
sembly as he pleases ? To Timotheus, who awed 
all Peloponnesus by his fleet ; who gained the naval 
victory at Corcyra over the Lacedemonians ; who 
was the son of Conon, the man who restored liberty 
to: Grewe ; who gained Samos, and Methonfi, and 
Pydna, and Potid^a, and, besides these, twenty 
cities more ; you did not admit those important be- 
nefits, which he conferred upon us, to have any 
weight against the integrity of your tribunals, 
iagainst those oaths by which ye were engaged in 
pronouncing sentence. No : you imposed on him a 
fine of one hu^xdred takntS; because that he had, by 
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his own acknowledgment, received money from the 
Chians and the Rhodians. And, shall not this out- 
cast, this 'Scythian, (for ray indignation will not be 
restrained,) whom not one man, but the whole body 
of the Areopagus, hath, on full inquiry, declared 
guilty of receiving bribes; declared an hireling, 
and fully proved to be a corrupted traitor to his 
country ; shall he not be punished with that scve* 
rity which may serve as an example to others ? He, 
who hath not only been detected in receiving money 
from the King, but hath enriched himself with the 
spoils of the state : And, now, could not even be 
restrained from sharing the vile wages which Har- 
palus here distributed. 

And can the negociations of Demosthenes at 
Thebes, be deemed equivalent to the smallest 
part of the noble actions of Timotheus ? Who can 
refrain from laughter to find you patiently attend- 
ing, while he presumptuously displays his pre- 
tended services, and darts to compare them with 
those of Timotheus, and of Conon ? Actions worthy 
of our state, worthy of the glory of our ancestors, 
disdain all comparison with those of an abandoned 
wretch. Here I shall produce the decree enacted 
against Timotheus, and then return to my subject. 
Read! 

• A terra of reproach which the enemies of Demosthenes fre- 
quently made use of. His grandfather (by his mothsr*s side) had, 
ill the time of his exile, married a woman of Scythia. 
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Such was this citizen (Dempsthencs) that he 
might reasonably have expected pardon and favour 
from his fellow-citizens of those days. Not in 
words, but actions, did he perform important ser- 
vices to his country. His principles were steady, 
his conduct uniform, not various and changeable 
like yours. He never made so unreasonable a re- 
. quest to the people, as to be raised above the laws. 
He never required that those who had sworn to give 
sentence justly, should break through that sacred 
tie ; but submitted to stand condemned, if such was 
the judgment of his tribunal. He never pleaded 
the necessity of times;* nor thought in one manner, 
and harangued in another. And shall this mis- 
creant live, who, besides his other numerous and 
heinous crimes, hath abandoned the state of Thebes 
to its destruction, when, for the preservation of that 
state, he had received three hundred talents from 
the King of Persia ? For, when the Arcadians 
marched to the Isthmus, refused to treat with the 
ambassadors of Antipater, and received those of the 
unfortunate Thebans, who, with difRculty, gained 
access to them by sea, appeared before them in the 
form of wretched supplicants, declarec^^ that their 
present motions were not intended to dissolve their 
connections with Greece, or to oppose the interest 
of that nation ; but to free themselves from the in- 
tolerable yoke of Macedonian tyranny, from slavery, 
from the horrid insults to which freemen were ex- 
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posed ; when the Arcadians were disposed to assist 
them, when they commiserated their wretched state, 
wiien they discovered, that, by the necessities of the 
times alone, they had been obliged to attend on 
Alexander, but that their inclinations were invari- 
ably attached to Thebes, and to the liberties of 
Oreece; when Astylus, their mercenary general, 
demanded (as Stratocles hath infonried you) ten 
talents for leading a reinforcement to the Thebans, 
when the ambassadors applied to this man, who 
they well knew had received the King's money, rc- 
. quested, besought him to grant such a sum for the 
preservation of the state ; — then did this abandoned, 
this impious, this sordid wretch, (when there was 
so fair a prospect of saving Thebes,) refuse to part 
with ten talents out of all the vast treasures which 
he received 5 insensible to the affecting considera- 
tion, urged by Stratocles, that there were those who 
would give as great a sum to divert the Arcadians 
from this expedition, and to prevent them from 
assisting Thebes. 

Has then Greece but slight, but common injuries 
to urge against Demosthenes, and his sordid avarice ? 
Hath the man, so highly criminal, the least pretence 
to mercy ? Do not his late and former offences call 
for the severest punishment ? The world will bear 
the sentence you are this day to pronounce. The 
eyes of all men are fixed upon you, impatient to 
learn the fate of so notorious a delinquent. You 
are they, who, for crimes infinitely less heinous 
than his, have heavily and inexorably inflicted 
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punishments on many. Menon was by you con- 
demned to death, for having subjected a free youth 
of Pallasne to his servile offices. Themistius, the 
Amphidnaean, who had abused a Rhodian woman, 
that performed on the harp in the Eleusinian cere- 
monies, was by you condemned to death. The 
same sentence you pronounced upon Euthymachus, 
for prostituting a maiden of Olynthus. And now 
hath this traitor furnished all the tents of the bar- 
barians with the children and wives of the The- 
bans. A city of our neighbours and our allies hath 
been torn from the very heart of Greece, The 
plougher and the sower now traverse the cify of the 
Thebans, who united with us in the war against 
Philip. I say the plougher and the sower tra- 
verse their habitations; nor hath this hardened 
wretch discovered the least remorse at the calami- 
ties of a people, to whom he was sent as our am- 
bassador; with whom he lived, conversed, and en- 
joyed all that hospitality could confer ; whom he 
pretends to have himself gained to our alliance; 
whom he frequently visited in their prosperity, but 
basely betrayed in their distress. Our elder citizens 
can inform us, that, at a time when our consti!u1;^on 
was destroyed, when Thrasybulus was collecting 
our exiles in Thebes, in order to possess himself of 
Phyle; when the Lacedemonians, now in the 
height of power, issued out their mandate, forbid- 
ding all states to receive the Athenians, or to con- 
duct them through their territories; this people as- 
sisted our countrymen in their expedition; and 
published their decree, so often recited in this as- 

VOL. II. G 
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scrably, *^ that they would not look on with un- 
*^ concern, should any enemy invade the Athenian 
" territory." Far different was the conduct of this 
man, who affects such attention to the interests of 
pur allies (as you shall soon hear him boast.) The 
very money, which he received to preserve this 
people from ruin, he refused to part with. Let 
these things sink deep into your minds. Think on 
the calamities which arise from traitors; let the 
wretched fate of the Olynthiai^s and the Thebans 
teach you to make the just provision for ybur own 
security. Cut off the men, who are ever ready to 
^ell the interests pf their country for a bribe, and 
rest your hopes of safety upon yourselves, and the 
gods. These are the means, Athenians, the only 
means of reforming our city ; to bring oflfenders of 
eminence to justice, and to inflict a punishment 
adequate to their offences. When common crimi- 
nals are detected, no one knows, no one inquires 
their fate. ' But the punishment of great delin- 
quents commands men's attention; and a rigid ad^ 
herence to justice, without regard to persons, is sure 
to meet with due applause. — Read the decree of 
the Thebans— produce the testimonies — Read the 
letter. 

The Decree. The Testimomes. The Letter. 

He is a corrupted traitor, Athenians ; of old a 
corrupted traitor t This is the man who conducted 
Philip's ambassadors from Thebes to this city ; who 
was the occasion of putting an end to the former 
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war ; ^ho was the accomplice of Philocrates, the 
author of the decree for making peace with Philip, 
for which you banished him : the man who hired 
carriages for the ambassadors that came hither with 
Antipater ; who entertained them, and introduced 
the custom of paying obsequious flattery to the 
Macedonians* Do not, O Athenians ! do not suf- 
fer this man, whose name is subscribed* to the mis- 
fortunes of this state, and of all the states of Greece, 
to escape unpunished ; when Heaven hath been so 
far favourable to us, that one of those pests of our 
community is driven from the city, the life of the 
other forfeited to the state, let us not obstinately 
reject these favours ; let the men, most emincntiy 
guilty, bear the load of our offences ; so may wc 
form happy presages of our future fortune. For 
what occasion should we reserve this man ? When 
may we hope that he will prove of advantage to us ? 
I calFon this assembly ; I call on all those who at- 
tend this trial ; say, in what affairs hatli he engaged 
cither private or public, that he hath not ruined ^ 

* Is suhscrMed, &c.] That is, who was the author of all those 
decrees which were purposely contrived to bring- on these row- 
fortunes. The name of the person who proposed any "^tjfio-fMt, 
or decree, to the assembly, was always affixed to It. And the 
expressi«n in the original is supposed to allude to this custom. 

^ This sentence, in the original, is somewhat embarrassed^ but 
1 have endeavoured to express the general purport of it. Ni^* 
demus, a native of Aphidna, had been found dead, with his eyes 
torn out. As he wa$ known to have been a friend to Eubulus, 
who was in the party that opposed Demosthenes, the suspicion of 
this murder fell on the orator^ Tvbo was said to have persuaded 
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Did he not enter the house of Aristarchns^ and there 
concert his designs j and did he not (the fact is well 
known) force this Aristarchus from the city, loaded 
with the infamous imputation of contriving the 
murder of Nicodemus ? And such a friend did he 
find in Demosthenes, that he regarded him as his 
evil genius, as the autlior of all his misfortunes. 
But I must pass over his private conduct, for the 
time will not admit of- a minute detail. From the 
moment that he first began to direct our affairs, halh 
any one instance of good fortune attended us I 
Hath not all Greece, and not this state alone, been 
plunged in dangers, calamities, and di^race ? 
Many were the fair occasions which occurred to 
favour his administration ; and all these occasioosi 
of such moment to our interests, did he neglect. 
When any friend to his country, any useful citizen, 
attempted to do us service, so far was this leader, 
who is impatient to boast of his great actions, from 
co-operating with such men, that he instantly in- 
fected them with the contagion of his unhappy 
conduct. Charidemus went over to the king of 
Persia, resolved to approve himself our friend, not 
by words, but actions; and to purchase security fof 
us, and for the Greeks, by his own dangers. This 
man went round the public places, framed his 
speeches, and pretended to a share in these trans- 
actions. Then came the severe reverse of foitum ; 

Arhtarcbns, a yonth with whom he was connce4i5ti m frkndsbip^ 
to commit it. Aristarchtis was publicly accctsed^ aod fed l» 
;ivoi'd rfi^conscqueticcs. D^m.'©»at. in mid. 
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all oar expectations were utterly defeated. Ephi- 
altes sailed out ; be hated Demosthenes : yet, from 
tiecessity, admitted him to share in his councils. — 
The fortune of the state destroyed him. Euthydi- 
cus assumed the conduct of public affairs ; he prp* 
fesaed himself a friend to Demosthenes. — He pe- 
rished. You know these things much better thaii 
I : shall not then the experience of the past, direct" 
your judgments of the future ? Can any services be 
expected from him ? Yes ; die service of forming 
contrivances in favour of our enemies, on some cri- 
tical emergency. Such was the time, when the La- 
cedemonians had encamped^ when the Eleans united 
with them, when they were reinforced with ten 
thousand mercenaries j AJexander said to be in 
India -, all Greece inflamed with indignation at tl>e 
ignominious state to wbidi traitors had reduced 
every comnmnity ; impatient of distress, and earnest 
for relief. In this conjuncture, who was the man, 
Demosthenes, that had the direction of our coun- 
ci'.^ ? In this perilous conjimcture, (not to mentioa 
cthi-r like occasions,) did you, whom tvc shall hear 
ex::ressing the utmost indignatickn at the present 
faLen state of Greece ; did you propose any decree ? 
Did you assist us with your counsels? £Md yoa 
supply us with your treasures? NotataU! Yoa 
were employed in ranging through the city, provid* 
ing your whisperers, forging fetters ; ♦ ♦» the dis-* 
grace of his illustrious country, was then aei»l 
Ifimly decked with his rings, indulging m e&mi* 

» This passage if supposed to be imperfect \n the C9|)ies. 
g3 
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nacy and luxury amidst the public calamities J 
borne through our streets in hi$ sedan, and insult- 
ing the distresses of the poor. And can we expect 
future services from him, who hath neglected all 
past occasions of serving us ? O goddess Minerva ! 
O Jupiter protector ! May our cnerpies ever have 
such counsellors and leaders ! 

Men of Athens! Do you yet remember the 
actions of your ancestors ? They, when the state 
was threatened with many and great calamities, 
encountered dangers for your safety, in a man-^ 
ner worthy^ of their country, worthy of their 
free <!ondition, worthy of their reputation. I 
shall not here engage in a long detail of our most 
early times ; of the actions of Aristides and Themis- 
tocles, who fortified our city, and brought in such 
immense tributes, the free and voluntary contribu-^ 
tions of the Greeks. Let us confine ourselves to 
the actions performed a little before our own days, 
the actions of Cephalus, of Thraso, of Heliodorus, 
of other great men ; some of whom are yet alive. 
When the citadel of Thebes was possessed by the 
Lacedemonian forces*, they assisted thCse exiles 
who attempted to rescue their country ; they braved 
the dangers of war, and gave liberty to a neighbour-? 
ing state that had been long subjected to slavery. 
Cephalus was the map, whose decree roused our 
fathers to this expedition ; who, in defiance of the 
Lacedemoqian power, of the hazards of war, of the 
danger of advising measures whose event was pre^ 

» See Plutarch, in the life of Pelopidas. 
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carious, proposed the resolution, that the Athcniahs 
should march out, and support the exiles who had 
now possessed themselves of Thebes. And our 
fathers did issue forth ; in a few days the Spartan 
garrison was forced out ; the liberty of Thebes re- 
stored; and the conduct of this state approved 
worthy of our ancestors. These were counsellors, 
Athenians ! these were leaders^ worthy of you and ' 
of your country : not such miscreants as those, who 
never did, never can prove useful to the public ; 
attentive only to the preservation of Jhcir own vile 
persons, to amassing their sordid gains ; who ren- 
der their country more inglorious than themselves; 
who now, when evidently convicted of bribery, 
practise all their arts to deceive you, and expect, 
amidst their baseness, to find credit and security in 
the fruits of their avarice. Let tlieir long course of 
iniquity, at length, meet the just punishment. Let 
them die; their own sentence hath condemned 
them. 

Is it not scandalous, Athenians ! that youropi-- 
nion of the guilt of Demosthenes should depend 
only on our representations ? Do you not know that 
he is a corrupted traitor, a public robber, false to 
his friends, and a disgrace to the state ? What de*' 
crees, what laws have not been made subservient to 
his gain ? There are men in this tribunal, who were 
of the THRBB HUNDRED, whcu hc proposcd the 
law relative to pur tricrarchs*. Inform those wha 

* This was the law, of which Demosthenes speaks in the oration ^ 

G 4 ^ 
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Stand near yon, how, for a bribe of three talents, he 
altered and new-modelled this law, in every as- 
sembly ; and, just as he was feed, inserted, or erased 
clauses. Say, in the name of Heaven ! Think ye, 
O men of Athens, that he gained nothing by his 
decree, which gave Diphilus the honours of public 
maintenance, and a status ? Was he not paid for 
obtaining the freedom of our city to Chaerephilus, 
and Fhislon, and Camphilus, and Philip, and such 
mean persons as Epigenes and Conon? Was it 
for nothing he procured brazen statues to Berisades, 
and Satyrus, and Grorgippus, those detested tyrants; 
from whom he annually receives a thousand bushels 
of ccMn; although he is ready to lament the dis- 
tresses pf his fortune ? Was it for nothing he made 
T^urosthenes an Athenian citi^^en, who enslaved 
his countrymen ; and, together with hjs brother Cal-f 
lias, betrayed all Eubc3Ba to Philip ? whqm our laws 
forbid to appear in Athens, on pain of suffering the 
punishinent of those who return from exile*. Such 
a man, this friend to our constitution enrolled 
amongst our citizens. These, a|>d many other ia- 
stunces, in which he hath pro^ituted our honours, 
can be proved by authentic cvideixce. And could 
be, who gladly descended to small gains, resist the 
temptation qf sq gr^t a sviin as twenty talents } Sii; 

on the Crownx by which every citizeo was bound to, contribute 
to the expense of the navy, in proportion to his fortune^ instead 
of ju$t paying one sij^teentk part of the expense pf pn^ shipj^ 
iw^ever aught be hiis drcgnastiuiee^ 

» ^n tbe original, Jrom hamshment hy sptten^^ ^ the Ar^. 
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months bath the Areopagus bcei^ enga|re4 in their 
inquiry into the conduGt of Demosthenes^ Demades^ 
gnd Cephisophon, And was all this time wastei} 
only to make a false and Unjust report ? The whole 
body of our citizens, and of the Greeks, now fix 
their eyes upon you, (as I before observed,) impa^ 
ticnt for the result of this day's business, earnest to 
be informed whether corruption may expect it* just 
punishment, or fear no controul : whether the au- 
thority of our tribunals is to be confirmed, or de- 
stroyed, by the sentence passed upon Demosthenes; 
^ man whose public conduct hath long since called 
for severe vengeance ; who is obnoxious to all the 
curses ever denounced within this city ; who hath , 
sworn falsely by the tremendous fhi^ibs, and all tha 
divinities, whose names are sacred in the Areopa- 
gus ; who hath been devoted to destruction in everj 
assembly, as he is convicted of bribery, and hath 
dealt insidiously with his country, in defiance of the 
awful execration*; whose declarations are ever dif- 
ferent firom his private sentiments j who gave to 
Aristarchus the most shocking and nefarious advice^* 
If there be any punishment due to perjury and vil- 
l^ny, surely he must this day, this moment, feel itSi 
Utmost weight, — Ye judges hear the e^^ecrations. ^ 

Th^ Execrations^ 
A^^ now, yc judges, so prone to falsehood ani 

» TAe awful execrqiion^ Which was pronounced by the heraMj^ 
on the opening of every assembly, against thosq who should act 
01 t|>eak to tho prejudice of the cgmmurutj^^ 
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absurdity is Demosthenes, so devoid of shame, so 
insensible to this conviction, to the awful purport 
of these execrations,that, as I am informed, he pre- 
sumes to urge against me, that I was once con- 
demned by the Areopagus, and that I am guilty of 
the greatest inconsistency, in first objecting to the 
authority of this council, in my own case, and now 
founding my accusation against him on their au- 
thority. Thus, in order t<5 deceive certain persons, 
hath he framed a tale utterly false and groundless. 
But, that he may not deceive you by this insinu- 
ation, that you may be assured that the Areopagus 
never did, never can condemn me ; but that Iwas, 
indeed, treated injuriously by one wicked man, on 
whom you inflicted the just punishment of his 
guilt ; I shall first briefly state this affair, and then 
return to my allegations against Demosthenes. 

There are two methods in which the Areopagus 
may proceed to an indictment against any person. 
And what are these ? By entering into an inquiry, 
cither of their own mere motion and pleasure, or 
by direction of the popular assembly. There is no 
other way. If, then, thou darest to assert, monster 
as thou art, that the proceedings against me were in 
consequence of the assembly's direction, produce 
the decree, name ftiy accusers, as I have done in the 
present case;, shown the decree, by which' the 
council was directed to enter into this inquiry, and 
produced the accusers chosen by the people, wJip 
Jiave so fully displayed thy guilt. If this can be. 
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done in my case, I am ready to submit to death. 
But if you allege, that the Areopagus proceeded 
against me, of its own motion, produce some4iiem- 
bers of the council to attest this, as I shall to attest 
the contrary. The man, h'ke you, an abandoned 
traitor, who so falsely charged both me and the 
council, I impeached before the five hundred, 
convicted of being suborned by Tiinocles, to con- 
duct the prosecution against me, and prevailed on 
his judges to punish with due severity. — ^Take the 
evidence which I produced in this cause, whose 
truth and validity were never questioned, and which. 
I shall now produce ; read 

The Evidence. 

Nor is it at all wonderful, Athenians ! that, when 
Pistias, a member of the Areopagus, accused me of 
injustice, (falsely charging both me, and the coun- 
cil,) . truth should for a while be borne "down ; and 
that his malicious accusations should gain some, 
credit against a man whose infirmities and retired 
Jife rendered him unable to make the necessary de- 
fence. But now, when the whole body, of the. 
Areopagus hath solemnly pronounced, that E)emos-, 
thenes hat Ivbeen guilty of accepting twenty talents, 
ip contempt of his duty, and the good of his coun- 
try; when this your popular leader, on whom all 
your hopes were fixed, is convicted of clandestinely 
receiving bribes ; shall the laws, shall justice, shall 
truth, have less weight than the speeches of Demos^ 
tbcQcs ? Shall the calupwies he. uttcr§ against the. 
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The council, saitb be, bath frequently indicted per- 
fioas of illegal proceedings, who have been acquit^ 
ted on a fair trial; and, in some cases, scarcely a 
fifth part of the judges concurred with the Areopa* 
gus. But such cases are easily accounted for. 
This council takes cognizance of all crimes what- 
ever,, which are either referred to them by you, or 
bcdong immediately to their own jurisdiction ; and, 
in such proceedings, they do not act like yon, (let 
not my freedom give offence,) who are frequiently 
influenced by pity, rather than directed l^ justice ; 
but, in whatever cases our laws are violated, they 
consider only the evidence, and indict the guilty ; 
well knowing, that if slight offences are neglected, 
men will be habituated and emboldened to proceed 
to greater. Hence are their indictments retuitied 
to you, against ^several delinquents of the inferior 
kind. These, when brought to trial, you acquit; 
not from the least suspicion of this coundrs integ« 
rity, but because you are inclined to mercy, rather 
than to rigour; and deem the punishmait pre- 
scribed by the letter of the law too great for their 
donees. In these c;ftes, Demosthenes, were the 
declanfitioAs of the council ^Ise.^ By no rxKansi 
And yet, in these and other ca^es, have you ac* 
quitted thoee whom t^y declared guilty. Thus, 

• Particular instaoces of these are npexitbned in the text ;. but> 
M^ they cannot be int^esting to the Englbh reader^ I have chosen 
the general expression. The same liberty hath been tai»en in this 
oration, in sonaethncK omitting ffttme^ mi6 circmmt«necs, wbich^ 
(MHiW not giViC «ther light op.be»itj? ta 4e traajslttifiiu 
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when the AreopagiJis was directed to inquire, whe- 
ther Polyeuctus had gone to Megara, and held aa 
intercourse with our exiles, and to report their de- 
termination; they reported^ that he had ^ne thi- 
ther. Accusers were chosen j he was brought to a 
trial ; you acquitted him, although he confessed 
that he had gone to Megara, to Nicophanes, who 
married his mother. For you thought it no such 
heinous offence that he had held an intercout^ 
with his own father-in-law, when in exile and dis* 
tress, and had assisted him to the utmost of his 
power. In this case, Demosthenes, no objection 
lay4o the proceedings of the council: these wcm 
adLnowlcdged to be just. Yet was Polyeuctus ac- 
quitted by his judges : for the Areopagus is only to 
consider, and declai'c the fact ; but the criminal, as 
I have observed, was deemed worthy of the mercy of 
his tribunal. And are we, from such cases, to con- 
clude, that no credit is due to the declarations of 
the Areopagus, by which you and y«ur acccMUplicet 
are charged with corruption ? Show your judges, if 
you can, that your case is at all similar to those I 
have hinted at ; that the guilt of bribery deserrts 
mercy; and, then, you may expect mcicy. But 
what saith the law ? In other pecuniary matters, it . 
directs that the injurious party shall be fined in 
twice the value of his fraudulent gains. In the case 
of bribery, two different punishments are prescrib- 
ed: the first is death, that the example of the de- 
linquent may serve as a terror to others : the second; 
a&ie^ tm&Ad of the bribc*rQcdvod^ that they who 
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proccccHo siich enormities, may be disappointed in 
their sordid hopes of gain. 

To this do you object, that all the persons^ thus 
declared guilty by the Areopagus, confessed that 
their judgment was fair and equitable, but that you 
have objected to ihcir determination ? No : you are 
the only person who have solicited to be judged by 
their sentence. You yourself preferred the decree, 
by which you are now condemned : you made the 
whole assembly a witness to your concessions : you 
yourself directed that death should be your punish- 
ment, if the council declared that you had received 
any part of those treasures which Harpalus brought 
hither ; you yourself have moved, in former cases, 
that the Areopagus should have jurisdiction overall 
our citizens, should proceed, agreeably to our an- 
cient laws, to punish all delinquents. To this coun- 
cil, which you now call an oligarchical faction, did 
you implicitly resign this whole city. By your de- 
cree, which acknowledged its authority, were two 
Athenians, the father and the son, delivered to the 
executioner : by your decree, was a descendant of 
our great deliverer Harmodius cast into chains : the 
decision of the Areopagus condemned *Antipho to 
torture and death : in obedience to its authority, 
and in execution of its just sentence, did you banish 
Archinus froni the city as a traitor. And do yau 
attempt to invalidate this authority in your own/ 
case ? . Is it just ? Is this consonant to our laws ? 

a See note*, Orat. XIV. p. 15, on the Oration for the Rcgula* 
tion of the State. 
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On you, ye judges, I denounce the vengeance of 
the tremendous goddesses who possess this land, of 
the heroes of our country, of Minerva our patroness, 
of all our other guardian divinities, if ye suffer this 
corrupted traitor to escape, whom the state hath 
given into your hands i whose counsels have ruined 
our fortune, defeated our hopes, betrayed us to our 
assailants; whom our enemies wished to live, con- 
vinced that he must prove our destruction ; whose 
death our friends regard as the only event which 
can raise us from this fallen state; and for whose 
just punishment they, therefore, breathe their 
warmest wishes, their most fervent prayers to the 
gods. To these gods I too pour out my petitions, 
that they may save the Athenians, who now see 
their children, their wives, their honour, all that 
they account valuable, exposed to danger. 

What shall we say, ye judges, to those who stand 
waiting the event of this cause, if (which Heaven 
avert !) the craft of this impostor should deceive 
you ? When we depart from this tribunal, with 
what face can each of you enter under his own roof,' 
if you dismiss this traitor, whose roof was polluted 
by his corrupt gains ? And, if you pronounce that 
council void pf credit and authority, which we have- 
hitherto regarded as highly awful and august, what 
hopes, my countrymen, (Oh ! consider this,) what: 
hopes can we conceive, on any perilous emergency, 
if we teach men to despise the danger of receiving 
bribes against their country ? And, if an assembly. 
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the guardians of their country on such emergencies^ 
be branded with disgrace ? 

Let us suppose the case, that, agreeably to the 
ijecree of Demosthenes, Alexander should, by his 
ambassadors, demand the gold which Harpalus 
brought hither: that, to confirm the sentence of 
the Areopagus, he should send back the slaves, and 
tf rect us to extort the truth from them. What 
should we then say? Would you, Demosthenes, 
then move for a declaration of war ? You, who have 
BO nobly conducted our former wars ? And, if such 
should be the resolution of the aissembly, which 
would be the fairer procedure, to take that money 
to ourselves, which you secreted, in order to support 
our war; or to load our citizens with taxes, to 
oblige our women to send in their ornaments, to 
melt down our plate, to strip our temples of their 
<rffcrings, as your decree directed? Though iirom 
your houses in the Pyraeus, and in the city, you 
yourself contributed just fifty drachmas : and nobly 
have your twenty talents repaid such bounty. Or, 
would you move that we should not declare wari 
but that we should, agreeably to your decree, return 
the gold, conveyed hither, to Alexander? In this 
raise, the community must pay your shai'e. And, 
is this just, is this equal dealing, is this constitu- 
tional, that our useful citizens should be taxed to 
glut your avarice ? that men of avowed property 
should contribute ; while your property lies con- 
cealed, notwithstanding you have received one hun- 



Digitized by 



Google 



OtttXVII. ORATIONS,' ' r Sf 

dred aid fifty taledts^ pattlf frcyD» (bjft lU^s^pMl; 
from Alexander's treasure; all carefully 8e;ci?tf d^ as * 
you justly dread the cons<equaokce9 of yourcpndwrt?! 
tl^at our laws should direct that every pu}4ic spea](:(*r> 
every leader of our forces, should recpiQfQcnd him-; 
self to the confidence -of the public, by educating 
children, and by possessing land within our terri* 
tQry, npr i^ssume the direction of our afiairs until 
he had given these pledges of his fidelity ; and that* 
you should sell your patrimonial lands, and adopt 
the children of strangers, to elude the force of laws 
and oaths ? that you should impose military ser- 
vice on others, you who basely fled frojn your own 
post ? 

To what causes, Athenians! is the prosperity or 
the calamity of a state to be ascribed ? To none so 
eminently as to its ministers and generals. Turn 
your eyes to the state of Thebes. It subsisted once ; 
it was once great ; it had its soldiers and command- 
ers. There was a time, (our elder citizens declare 
it, and on their authority I speak,) when Pelopidas 
led the sacred band ; when Epaminondas and 
his colleagues commanded the army. Then did 
the Thebans gain the victory of Leuctra -, then did 
they pierce into the territories of Lacedemon, before 
deemed inaccessible : then did they achieve many. 
and noble deeds. The Messenians they reinstated 
in their city, after, a dispersion of four hundred 
years. To the Arcadians they gave freedom and 
independence ; whilst the world viewed their iUus* 
trious conduQt with applause. On the other hand^ 

VOL. II. H 
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al \(4iit tine did *ey tct igotfblf, anwohfay of 
their native mi^animity? When Timdaw called 
himself Philip's friend, and wai corrupted by hi» 
gdd t when the traitor Proxenns led the mercenary 
(Nce$ collected (or the expedition to Amphissa; 
when Theagenes, wretched and corrupt, like thi» 
roan, was made commander of their banb; then 
did these three mdn confound and utterly destroy 
the af&irs of that state^ and of all Greece. So iii* 
diapufably true it is, that leaders are the great c^jinst ' 
of all the good and all the evil that can attend a 
community. We see this, in the instance of our 
own state: r^ect, and say, at what time was thi^ 
city, great and eminent in Greece, worthy of our 
ancestors, and of their illustrious actions? When 
Conon, (as our ancient citizens inform us,) gained 
the naval victory at Cnidos ; when Iphicratcs cut 
off the detachment of the Lacedemonians; when 
Chabrias defeated the Spartan fleet at Naxos; when 
Tlmotheus triumphed in the sea-fight near Corcyra. 
Then, Athenians ! then it was that the Lacedemo- 
nians, whose wise and faithful* leaders, whose ad- 
herence to their ancient institutions had rendered 
them illustrious, were reduced so low, as to appear, 
before us, like abject supplicants, and implore for 
mercy. Our state, which they had subverted, by 
means of those who then conducted our afeirs, once 
more became the sovereign of Greece y and no 

• The word jyspMv seems to have been sometimes used, by the 
orator, as a general tenn, signifying not only commafiderg in w^r- 
btt po9nl«r tmim aod Bunbteis. 
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wonder, when the ttitti, now mentlon6cl> wwe ou* 
genet^ls; and Arcbmus atid Cepbalus our mini^ 
aterB. For whtt.ie the great security of every state 
and nation ? Good generals and able mlnisterit. 

Lbt this be duly and attentively considered^ and 
let Us no longer suffer by the corrupt and wrenched 
Conduct of Demosthenes. Let it not be imagined^ 
that we shall ever want good men and faithful 
counsellors. With all the generous severity of our 
ancestors, let us exterminate the man whose bribery^ 
whose treason, are evidently detected ; who could 
not resist the temptation of gold; who hath in^ 
volved his cotmtry in calamities the most grievous : 
let us destrby this pest of Greece; let not his con- 
tagion infect o\ir city ; then may we hope for some 
change of fortune, then may we expect that ou^ 
aflkirs will flourish* Attend, Athenians ! while we 
read th^ decree proposed by Demosthehes, this 
friend to liberty, in the midst of our public disor- 
ders, immediately after the engagement at Chss- 
rcmea. Hear also the Oracle of Dodona, the 
voice of Dodon^Ban Jove himself: (for long since 
have we been warned to guard against leaders and 
ministers.) — First read the Oracle. 

Th Orach. 
Now read this fine decree. 

Parf of the Decree. 
He is a friend to liberty, indeed, who Issues oiit 
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his maiidate.*^for our citizens tatakc up aims; him- 
self, spiritless and dastardly ; who^ if displeased at 
any of his countrymen, orders them to the post of 
toil and labour ; and Jtssumes, in every instance, a. 
despotic power of acting as he pleases. — Now read 
the rest^ 

The Rest of the Decree. 

You hear, ye judges, that the ambassadors are all 
named in the decree. But the instant this man was 
informed of the battle of Chaeronea, and that Philip 
was preparing to invade us, he procured himself to 
be nominated an ambassador, that he might fly 
from the danger which threatened us ; and, with 
a shameless insensibility to the distresses of his 
Country, did he then secrete eight talents of the 
public money, whil^ other citizens were freely con- 
tributing to the necessities of the state, from their 
own fortunes. Such was this minister, and such the 
occasions, the only occasions, he ever took of going 
abr6ad : the first, immediately after the engagement, 
when he fled from the danger of his country ; the 
second, when protected by his ofiice of* chief in- 
spector of the solemnities, he went to Olympia, to 
confer with Nicanor. A man worthy to be in- 

* K^yi^twqias, The name of their office who went as deputies 
to <^er 8acri6ce8^ &c. at the most famous temples, or (as in the 
present case) to attend at the public games. The scenes of such 
solemnities were exempt from all hostilities, and the persons of the 
0sa;f 01 and Af %/fca;^i wci^ saercd and inviolable. 
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trusted with the interests 6f his country, worthy to 
be regarded as our great resource, in time of danger; 
who, when his fellow-citizens arc called forth to 
meet their enemies, flies from his post, and hides 
himself at home; when the danger is at home, and 
his aid demanded here, pretends that he is an iim- 
bassador, and runs from the city. When there was 
a real occasion for an embassy, to induce Alexander 
to peace, he refused to move one step from home; 
but when it was once reported that this prince was 
so favourably disposed towards us, as to permit 
those to return, whom his power had banished, and 
that ''Nicanor had come to Olympia, then did he 
oflfer his services, as inspector of the solemn rites. 
Such is this man's conduct : if we are to take the 
field, he is confined at home : if this be the scene 
of duty, he is an ambassador ; if really sent on aa 
embassy, we find him a fugitive ^ 

Attend to those decrees of Demosthenes, which 
empower the Areopagus to inquire into such cor- 
rupt practices ; when he himself, and when other 

* Nicanor was the agent of Alexander, sent to the public gatftes, 
to proclaim his master's kind intentions to the Greeks. 

*» Plutarch informs us (in his lifeof Demosthenes) that the ora- 
tor was appointed, with some other Athenians, to go on an. cm* 
bassy to Alexander, imnaediately after the destruction of Thebes, 
in order to conclude a treaty with thb prince : and that, whea 
he had proceeded so far as Citheron, he began to reflect seriously 
on the danger of the Macedonian's resentment, and returned 
home in a fit of terror. So far his accuser's allegations are con- 
firmed by history. 
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actly parallel, convince^jrourselvw of tb© 'm&i^ikam 
of Demosthenes, 

Did you, Demosthenes, propose this decree ? 
You did : it cannot be denied. Was the report of 
the Areopagus decisive in this case ? It was. Were 
the delinquents punished with death ? They were : 
your decree had its due weight: it cannot be dc* 
iiied. Now, read that decree which Den:iosthenefl 
preferred against Demosthenes. Attend/ ye judges I 
— He hath detected, he b&th informed against De*^ 
mosthenes: (this is the fkct, in one word:) and 
upon himself hath he justly pronounced the sentence 
of death. And now, when he is consigne^d over to 
your judges, selected from the body of our citizenSi 
sworn to obey the laws and resolutions of the as- 
sembly ; how will you proceed ? Will yon impiously 
defy the vengeance of the gods ? Will you violate 
all that is accounted just and sacred among men \ Oj 
no I my countrymen 1 by no means ! Grievous j^ncl 
scandalous it would be, if .other citijen,§, npt ^[loro 
unworthy, not more criipingl than Demostbenef, 
should be d^troy^ by his decrees ; whilst he him- 
•elf, convicted by himself, and by his own decree, 
should despise you and your laws, and triumph in 
Jiis impunity. This very council, thi§ place, tfeea^ 
Jaws, this very speakipr, wer^ th« causes, of all %hc 
severity which hath been, or may be felt, by other do« 
}in(juents. The same speaker h^th, in the presence 
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mf ihopopuhi ataembly, cmiimitted the ^eciiicn 
of his own cauie to the mvac covinoiL Yoa weie 
witnesses of tliis^ of the cocnpact which he made 
with bis country. He drew up the decree, by 
which he is comlemned : he deposited it with the 
mother of the gods, the guardian of all our public 
acts and laws* It would be impioiii to rescind it ; 
to invoke the gods as wiinesaes tp the iotegrity of 
your decisions ; and to decide in opposition to those 
facts which the gods have ^notified. Neptune, 
when condemned by this council, in his contest 
with Mars, submitted to its decision.* The tre- 
mendous furies, witnesses of its sentence in the 
cause of Qrestes, of the sanctity and integrity of its 
judgment, have fixed their residence in this council. 
And how will y<;m proceed, y<xi who afl&ct the 
character of consummate piety ? Shall the wicjecji 
arts of Demosthenes prevail on you to invalidate its 
mthority? No, Athenians 1 your wisdom eannot^ 
pufkr it. Ton are, this day to give smtence, in no 
ordinary or trivial cause. You are to determine 
the saic^ of your country ; yoo ane to psonoimce 
sentence on corruption, on those wicked pmcticcs 
which involve the wcnrld in calamity* If, then, yqn 
BOW exert yourselves to the utmost, exterminate 
those criroinajb^, and correct the shanoeless eag^roess 
of receiving bribes ; then (if Heaven so phases) you 
«hall enjoy prosperity ; but, if you pennit ygwr 
ptrl^c i^eakers to sdr you,^Wh negligenn nuMt 
prove the ruin of yoiMr comstry* 

lif^ ottv poppkc attonbly, Defiu>sdKnfM pf^ipom^ 
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*(asa thing indispensably required b^the rules' o£ 
justide>lh that all the treasure^ brought into Attioa by 
Harpalus^ shoidd be seized and kept for Alexander. 
But say, how shall we keep this tr^sure, if you s&« 
Crete your twenty talents, if another secures bis 
sum, if Demades is to have his ample portion, if 
the rest are to possess their several shares, as specie 
fied in the report ? Sixty*four talents are declarcd4o 
be the amount of such distributions. And which 
is the nobler and the juster procedure, to intrust the 
whole to the state, until the people shall have con^ 
to some fair determination ; or to suflfer oiir orators 
and some generals to divide the spoil ? To intrust 
it to the public, must» iti my opinion, be universally 
acknowledged just and reasonable ; that it should 
be possessed by private persons, can never be jwre:* 
tended^ 

Manx, and various, and inconsistent, are th? 
allegation^ which you sbiall hear this man urge, yc 
judges! For he knoivs, that . heretofore you havp 
always suffetted him to: amuse you with airy hopes 
fand false representations ; nor ever retained the 
imemoiy: of his promises longer than whilst he was 
delivaing them. If, then, the state is to be stUl 
loaded with the baseness and ac^cupsed fortune of 
DeiQOi^enes, I <:an only ,sayi that, whatever may 
be the event, we must subnjit^ But, if we ^ill retain 
iBttctJtie TCgard to qur country, if we still retain the 
just abhorrence of wicked and corrupted men, if 
we would redeem our fortune, and form happy pre-* 
•sages of faturity, we must be deaf to the entrcalics 
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of ibis abandomd im^tor ; we must wA sidferliis 
4trtful tears^ and insidious supplications^ to prevail 
^poti us. Which of you, O Atlwnians ! is so ci^&» 
dulous, who is so inconsiderate, who iso inexperi- 
enced in all past and present afi^irs, as to expeo^ 
that a state, reduced from suchigrandeur to ite prep 
•sent ignoble condition, (from what cause, <» what 
fortune I shall not say,) a state, that now finds its, 
^stresses aggravated, and its dangers inCTc»«cd, Igr 
-the corrupt practices: of its citizens, loaded witk 
-odious imputations, ©bliged id justify his condudi 
to obviate the suspicion of having received mon^ 
which some individuals have secret^; that such, a 
state, I «ay, can still be saved, by the services of 
such a man ? Why should I mention the numerous 
'instances of his false and inconastent condi*ct? 
How, at one time, he insi^ed and proposed, that 
no divicfity should be admitted, but such as de- 
scended to us from ancient tradition ; and the ncxjfc 
-moment declared, that the people should not con- 
tend with Alexander, about his claim of divine ho^ 
tiours i How, when he hinnttiflf was in danger of a 
trial, he impeached Callimedon of conspiring with 
the exiles at Megara to destroy our constitution^ 
and then, at once, withdrew his impeachment? 
•How, in the assembly lately convened, he procur^ 
and suborned a witness to testify, that a design w* 
formed against our stores, but never preferred a de- 
cree ; only alarmed us with these informations, 
just to serve the present purpose ?— Of all ti^csc 
things you have b?en witnesses. 
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Hb k, indeed^ my countrymon, an impostor andft 
proAigate ; no trae Adienian ; as all fan conduct and 
transactions declare. What ships oi war were pro* 
irided far the states in his admintitmtion> as in that 
^ Eubolw ? What conTenieooes or buildings for 
•oor marine ? When dkl he» by any decme, or any 
iaw^ regulate our cavalry ? What foroe> mther by 
land or sea^ did he provide, when so many fair oo» 
casioDS offsred, after the fatal engagement at Ch^^ 
fonea i What offerings did he dq>osit in our cita<' 
4fAj to grace the shrine of our patroness ? What 
edifi^ses hath be erected in our port, in our mty, or 
in our temtory } None. And shall this man> who^ 
in war> bath jproved a €imard> in his civil conduct 
useless; who bath neiver csice attempted to oppose 
or contvoul the traitorous enemies of the state ; who 
liath wavered, and changed, and deserted the set* 
^iee of the people ; ^lall this man 6nd mercy ? No. 
If you are wiae, if you have a ^nerous regard for 
yours^ves and for your country, embrace this bafi^ 
py opportunity ; driver to the hand of justice thc^e 
public speakers whose corruption hath disgraced 
4he state, and guard against tl^t danger, whtcb &e 
gods, by their aacred cracks, have frequently de- 
nounced ; the danger to be apprehended from lead- 
ers and counsellors. Hear the words of tbifi Qracl«« 
Headl 

Tie (kacleL, 
•But how can we have one mind, hcjfr can w^ 
• It ai^iesn plainly, that thi« oracle concluded wiOi fccom? 

r 
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«id(eadOTf9re 8i]^bredto(teiccttbttlBtett*^ 
liribe ) If you Mid nU the pcoplo ar6 to im yoM^ 
mti?e 8^» ywir ndigboi your chUdfl)l^ yow 
•Spo«ecl t<> the dinger of uttor ruin ; whSe tknf 
fwfn thfir iuiqmtoqa ^^usxim ia concert ; $fyct to 
b9 oavere, iod to ipveigli^s^^au^ each odier in pulv 
lie ; but in private all conspire, and concur in ono 
i]««ign» that of deceiving and abusing jKtur ertdii^ 
jyity ?-»-Wbat i« really the conduct of a minister true 
io the community, and sincerely an enemy to thofi 
«rbo act and speak against its interest ? Ot^ whet it 
laid to have been the regular tenor of their coQduqt 
who Hv^ befcM your time^ Demosthenes anil 
folyeuctes, when the state vras involved in no dia-* 
j^fii ? Did they not bring criminals to justice } Did 
they not impeach P Ikd they not pro^ecijte them lisr 
ilbegal practioea i Where is the instance, in whi^ 
you have imitated this conduct, you who afieet 
iu^ veneration for the people, who tell Us, that 
our $eau,rity dep^idQ wholly on their determina- 
tii^s } Did you oocnmence any prosecutions against 
D^mades, when his administration had been an 
repeatedly and enormomly illegal ) Did you endee* 
i^^our to control any of those his actions, purposeljr 
oaloulatcd to oppose our interest } No ; not one ! 
Did you impeach him> wh^ his conduct liad» in 
isiany instances, violated our decrees and laws? 
I^ev^ \ No: you su^red hi| statue to be wected 

»po4ioe wa^iq^y IP 9s ta f^fm aconnixion vkh tlus psnsfv^ 
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in oiir dty ; you suflfercd him to olitaia the bonout 
jof public maintenance, as if equal in merit to the 
idcBcendants of Harmodius and Arirtogiton. On 
,whai; occasion hath the people ?ver experiencod 
•ydor itBcctiom I When have they felt the good cf- 
.fects of your force and energy, as ppblic speakers? 
-Is it then you boast this energy, when you deceive 
them, when you can gain their attention to yoar 
4i^tvile flattery ? " No resource can you find abroad ; 
*^/. your only refuge is in their kindness.'* — First, 
you should have approved yourselves zealous in 
Of^posing those whose counsels are repugnant to the 
.people's interest; then might you expect some 
.credit, when you declare, that your only refuge is 
in the kindness of the people. But your declara« 
Jtions are false ; you have secured your resources 
-abroad, by vying with each other in abject flattery 
of those who confessedly devote themselves to the 
service of Akxander ; who, confessedly, have shared 
.those bribes which the council hath thus detected 
and condemned. You, Demosthenes, in particular, 
have had your interview with Nicanor, in the pre- 
sence of all Greece: you have been at Olympia; 
you have consulted the god. Thus is if plain Jiuit 
you are in no danger from abroad. Yet you repreisent 
your condition as truly pitiable, traitor and hireling 
as you are^ vainly imagining, that your wicked arti- 
vfioes shall deceive; and that you shall escape the 
pupisbment due to your of&nces. Thus have you 
proved more shameless and abandoned than De- 
«mades himself. He, indeed, did not disguise bis 
guilt; be confessed that he had received, and would 
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receive^ gold But then he did not presume tor 
$bow his £ice in public ; he did not dare to object 
tp the report of the council; though he never 
moved that the sentence of the council should be 
decisive in his case; never condemned hinn^f to' 
die, if adjudged guilty of bribery by the cooncil* 
But such was your dependence on your fair speeches^ 
such was your contempt of the simplicity of your 
CQuntrymen^ that you thought it easy to persuade! 
your judges, that in your case oaly the Areopagus 
had reported falsely ; against you alone, their sen- 
tence had been unjust But who can admit of sucli 
a thought ? 

And now, my fellow-citizens, consider how you 
are to act. The people have returned to you an 
information of a crime lately committed, Demoft- 
thenes stands first before you, to suffer the punish* 
ment denounced against all whom this information 
condemns. We have explained his guilt, with an 
unbiassed attention to the laws. Will you tl^n 
discover a total disregard of all the^e ofiences? 
Will you, when intrusted with so important a dci 
cision, invalidate the judgment of the people, of the 
Areopagus, of all mankind ? Will you take upon 
yourselves the guilt of these men ? Or, will you giye 
the world an example of that detestation irt which 
this state holds traitors and hirelings that oppose 
our interest for a bribe ? This entirely depends on 
you. You, the fifteen hundred chosen judges, have 
the safety of our country in your hands- . This day^ 
this sentence ^ou arc now to pronounce, must 
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QrtaUtih this city in full security, if it be conjoint 
i» juitiee; or must entirely defeat all our hopeSi if 
it gives support to sudi iniquitous practices. Let 
not the false tears c^ Demosthenes make an imprea-» 
sion on your minds, nor sacrifice our rights and 
lnws to his supplications. Necessity never forced 
him to receive his share of this gold : he was more 
than soificiently enriched by your treasure. Neces* 
aity hath not forced him, now, to epter on his de« 
ftoce ; his crimes arc acknowledged ; his sentence 
pronounced by himself. The sordid baseness^ the 
guilt of all his past life, have, at length, brought 
down vengeance upon his head. Let not then his 
tears and lamentations move you. It is your coun- 
try that much more deservedly claims your pity ; 
your country, which his practices have exposed ta 
danger I your country, which now supplicates its 
aons> presents your wives and children before you^ 
beseeching you to save them^ by punishing tfait 
traitor: that country, in which your ancestors, with 
a generous Ecal, encountered numberless dangers^ 
that they mi^ht tran^nit it free to their posterity; 
in which we find many and noble examples of an« 
<»tnt virtue. Here fix your attention. Look to 
jWkt religion^ the sacred rites of antiquity^ the se« 
pttlchres of yOur fathers ; and give sentence with 
an unshaken integrity. When Demosthenes at* 
tempts to deceive and abuse you, with his tears and 
mailings, then turn your eyes to the city, reflect upon 
its form^ glory, and consider whether Demosthenes 
htth hettk rodtttied to gttater wretdtedness^ by dw 
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city ; or the city, bjr Demosthcn^. You' will find- 
that he^ from the time that he wa« intrusted wkh 
our a£^ir9^ rose, from the condition of a writer of 
speeches, and hired pleader for Ctesippus and 
Phormio, to a state of affluence superior to all las 
coutxtrymen : from obicurity, firom a Urth ennobled 
by no ancestry, he arose to eminence: but, that* 
the city hath been reduced to a condition utterly 
unwc^thy o£ its ancient illustrious hcmours* 

Dbsfisiito then the entreaties, the false artifices 
of this man, let justice and integrity be your only 
objects. Consider the good of your country, not 
that of Demosthenes^ This is the part of horiest 
uprig)it judges* And should any man arise t» 
plead in favour of Demosthened, consider, ths^t such 
a man, if not involved in the same guilt, is at leasl 
disaffected to the state; as he would screen tbosft^ 
from justice who hare been bribed to betray its in* 
terests ; 93 he woukl subvert the authority of the 
Areopagus^ on which our lives depend, and con» 
found and destroy all our laws And institutions* 
But should any orator or general arise to defend 
him, in hopes to defeat an indictment, by which 
they themselves must be attacked, suffer them not 
to speak ; consider that they have been accomplices 
in entertaining and conveying Harpalus away. 
Consider, that these men do really speak against 
their country, and are the common enemies of our, 
laws and c(»istitution. Silence such insidions ad^*. 
vocates. If the facts alleged be false, let that be 
proved. And, especially, let your indignation fall . 
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en hira who foolishly relies on his power oEspeak-^ 
jDg; who, when evidently convicted of receiving 
bribes^ adds to his guilt, by attempting to practise 
his artifice upon you. Inflict that punishinent 
upon him, which the lu^our of your country and 
your own honour deroaods** Else, by one vote, by 
one sentence, will you bring do^n all their guilt 
upon yourselves and on the people, who have, or 
may be coimcted of corruption ; and you yourselves 
will condemn that ill-judged lenity which suffers 
them to escape : when it is no longer in your power 
fb prevent the fatal consequences* 

Thus have I endeavoured to discharge my part 
<rf^ this prosecution. I have assisted without regard 
to any consideration, but that of justice, and the 
fcterest of the state* I have not deserted the cause 
of my country, nor sacrificed the trust reposed in 
nae by the people, to private favour. I but request 
^at your sentence may be directed by the some 
principles. And now let those speak, who are to 
succeed me in this prosecuticm\ ^ 

JKID OF THE ORATION OF DINARCRUS AOAIKST DEMOSTUENRS. 

* The former part of the Philippic omtioos was dosed with a 
brief account of the overthrow of Grecian liberty by the arms of 
Macedon. The addition of the oration of Dinarchus to the pre- 
sent collection^ affords an occasion of deducing the history of our 
orator himself^ l^om his public administration, down to the fatal 
period of his life* A short time before he bad been loaded with 
the Imputation of having suffered himself to be corrupted by 
Harpalus, be had a fair occasion of explaining the general tenor 
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aflm ^Heooodoet: aod^ ootbk ocoasioB, (I mam bit contett 
ivith iEfiChipcs abocit the crowu^) the people gave a fuU and ii|ipte 
teetioMtty to the wisdom and inUgrity of bis counids, to bk 
fttitriotic zeal and indefiitigable ardour in the ienrioe of bit 
country. 

Yet bit character^ great and splendid as it eertwnly wtm, had 
yet one £iult, which obseured and disgraced its lustra^ that of too 
Ipassionate a regard for aoooey* And the indelicate mami to 
which he descended, of acqoliui^ ricfaes^ diverted the attention of 
aevere obserrers from the doMe purposes to which be somctiuoMa 
applied thetn* Faction must have contributed to increase tb^ 
<^tBour lii^hich the suspicion of his avarice escked. And botk 
might have coospijwd to give credit to the late aocosatieQ of his 
enemies* The testimony of Pausamas (as mentioced in the ia*> 
Iroduction to the oration of DiDifchus) afibrds « very %tr(mg pre* 
sumption cf Ins ionocei^ in this case. His own steady appeal 
to the jostke of his country^ his forwardness in promoting joi 
Inquiry nito the private practices of Harpahis, and the seal 
which h€ expres^d for detecting those who had been reaUy guilty 
of reeeivii^ his vaooey, seem to be no indications of his own 
ipiiltj unless it be supposed, that he had arrived to a pitch of 
coBsufiMDate hypocrisy, and even of fdly. The sentence df the 
Ateopagui, indeed, condemned him ; but this sentence woufal 
lave more weight, had wo any autb^itic evidence that, amkkt 
all the oonuptbn and degoseracy of Athens, this council sdtt 
mainiflined its pnnty and integrity. A private man (as Dioarehui 
hisaelf dedans) found means to corrupt one Areopegite. The 
Maeedoniatt faction m%ht, with equal ease, have corrupted th% 
whole council 5 and, although the authority of this council if* 
iorded a phmsibte and popdar argument to our orator's ncotsers, 
yet tfae people did not always pay an implicit deference to their 
am^ioTity. Tfae other pevsons who were, on this occasion, pro^ 
aoonoed piHty by the Areopa^pis, were, when In^ought to trki^ 
acclmtiied by their judges, though IFemesthenes was oondemnod 
in the first best and violeoce of the p«bKo resehtment. 

la eoiiaei^^aeaec' of his condemoation he was committed lo 
fcison, imtll he should' fsj the §id€ of fifty talents imposed upon 
kirn, The disgrace of Ins sentence c^rated so powerfully on hiti 
bodily firaoae^ thai h^ff^. sBSpatient and anslbi»toeSu)«r«rtM 

Vol. ii, i 
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rigoar of confinement/ and^ hj the coilnivanco of his keeper^ 
found means to escape, and to fly from the city. He chose 
Tnezene for his residence; where he livedo for some time^ in a 
glooiny and dejected state of exile j frequently taming his face 
towards Attica, (saith PluUrch,) and bursting into tears, and con* 
Btahtly warning the youth who visite(^ him, not to meddle in po- 
litical affairs. 

Whilst Demosthenes continued in this melancholy state, the 
Greeks^ impatient of subjection, and still possessed with hopes of 
recovering their ancient glory^ took the advantage of Alexander's 
absence, and began to concert measures for reducing the Macedo* 
»ian power, and recovering their own independence. The satraps 
of Asia encouraged them in these dispositions ; and Leostbenes, 
an Athenian of eminence, was soon made commander of a large 
body of forces that had been dbmissed from the service of the 
Macedonians; and- was supplied by his country with all neces- 
saries for the vigorous prosecution of war. In the midst of these 
prq)arations advice was received of Alexander's death, which in- 
creased the hopes ^md animated the efforts of the Greeks. The 
Athenians, in particular^ dispatched their ambassadors to the se- 
veral states, to urge them to embrace this happy opportunity, and 
to lake up arms for the recovery of their liberty. The states paid 
the utmost attention to these remonstrances, collected their forces, 
marched under the command of Leostbenes, gained some advan* 
Cages over the Macedonians, pressed forward into Thessaly, de- 
feated Antipater, the governor of Macedon, and blocked him up 
in Lamia, where their general Leosthenes, was unfortunately 
slain, as he was visiting the works, and directing the siege, with 
Ibe fairest prospect of success. 

During these commotions in Ghreece, Denoosthenes, though an 
exile, could not remain an unconcerned spectator. A zeal for 
opposing the progress of the Macedonian power had ever been 
his strongest passion. He still retained the same violent impieff- 
sions, and, transported to find his countrymen now full of that 
spirit which his life had been spent in raising, he attended the 
Athenian deputies from city to city, assisting and ji:^)fK>rting their 
remodstranceis. He was strenuously opposed by Pytheas, an 
Athenian, who had revolted ta Antipater. These two partisans 
kippcned to meet in Arcadia, where the heat of their 6p|K>sitioii 
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was inflamed to d considerable degree of passion and animosity. 
" Whenever,** said Pythcas, '* we see asses milk brought into a 
'' family, we conclude that it is distempered 3 just so, when 
" Athenian ambassadors are introduced into any city, we may 
" presume that it labours under disorders." " True/' replied 
Demosthenes, <' and as asses milk is ever brought into a family 
^ to restore its health; -so the Athenians never send ambassador^. 
'^ to any city, but to put an end to the disorders which oppress 
« it." 

The liveliness of this answer had more effect than all the pa- 
thetic remonstrances and entreaties of Demosthenes. It deligjhted 
the imaginations, and flattered the vanity of his countrymen* 
We may well suppose, that their condemnation had been violent 
and precipitate, when so slight an incident was suflicient to rer 
concile him to their favour. He was instantly recalled 3 a: ship 
was dispatched to convey him home 5 and, no sooner did he land 
at the Piraeus, than he found himself surrounded by the whole 
body of his fellow-citizens, and coogratuhted by their united 
acclanidtions. 

The fine, formerly imposed upon him, could not indeed be re* 
mitted J but an expedient was found to elude the law. It had 
been usual to assign a sum of money to the person who was in- 
trusted to provide for the celebration of a festival in honour of 
JtTPiTBR THB Saver. To this oflicc Dcmosthencs was appointed, 
and, /or the performance of rt, the people assigned him fifty' 
talents, the sum in which he had been condemned. 

But Demosthenes did not long enjoy his present triumph. A 
considerable reinforcement> which Antipater received from Asia^ 
enabled him to prosecute the war with new vigour against the 
confederated Greeks, whom he defeated at Cranon 4n Thessalj. 
Each state was now forced, by a prompt submission, to recbm* 
mend itself to the mercy of the conqueror. The severest terms 
were imposed en the Athenians. Their form of government was 
changed to an oligarchy 3 they were obliged to receive a Mace« 
donian garrison 3 and Antipater demanded that ten of their pub« 
lie speakers, (in which number Demosthenes was included,) 
shpuki be given up to liis vengeance. Alexander had made the 
like demand, and the Athenians bravely jrefused to comply. 
But now Demosthenes found them by no means inclined {o {>ro« 
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tcct him; He, therefore, fled frow tbe cityj and bU fickk 
countryK^eo, with ^ sbamefuU sorvile adsiUtioii te tbe eooqoeror, 
CQndenv>ed him to death. He gabed Calattria> ftD obscure hland i 
and them took sanctuaiy U\ the temple of NepUioe. B«t be war 
quickly pursued to the place of his retirement, by Arcbiaft, one of 
the principaJi instruments of Antipater's rete^ge, ^tended by a 
party of soldiers. This Archias^ who had lormer^r beea a tra- 
i;ediau4 appeared befoaie Pemostbeues^ affected to commiserate 
his condition, and gave him hopes of pardon and security. To 
this he replied^ with a e^ contempt : ^^ You never coqld afiect 
^ me OA tbe stage $ nor can y^ur premies mdke the lease kn* 
'^ pressbn.*' When Archias began to speak in oaeiie perem^tofy 
si^d naenadng terms) ''Now/* said Demoatbenes, " yo« pr o* 
*^ nouece tbe very dictates of the Maeedomao oracle : befcve, 
*' you but acted a pact. I <^ire but a moment's respite^ that 1 
** may seofi wme directions to my family." He then rctiied, and 
aeemed employ^ in wf itiog f(»: a while ; Archias and his soldiert 
drew eear> a^d fbi^»d him wi^ bis bead bowed down and owered. 
They imputed his behaviour to timidity, and unman^ tefroe, and 
prised him to visoi. Tbe great Athenian bad aew eomfdetely 
eai^uted his fetal purpose -, and perceiving that the poisoo he had. 
taken^ by this time had seized his vitaJs, he lancovered hit head, 
sMad filling his eyes on A^cWas, '^ Now," said he, '^ yoa need not 
*^ scruple to a«t tbe pai?t of Creon in the tragedy, and cast out this 
'' corpse unburied." ( AUudmg to a speech in the Aotigone of 
Sophocles, in which Crepn orders that the body of Ft^yntcee 
should be exposed to dogs and birds of prey.) " O gracious 
*^ Neptune T' continued Demosthenes, " I will not deile thy^ 
*' tiemple j while I yet live, I retire fi-om this holy place, whidi. 
^ Antipatec and t|be IVlacedonians beve not left unpolioted.**' 
He then rose, and desired to be si^^ported ; but, as he passed bgr 
the altar, m a feeble and trembling pace, he suak down smd ex- 
pired with a gMMn. 

Thcia difd Demostbenesy at the age of sixty years* H» cocm*- 
trymen, ever wavering andinconsist^itin thdr conduct, ragnette^ 
the deeth of that men whom thi^ had bas<^y given up t» de- 
struction ; sm6, by the honours which they paid to his m^aoiyv 
itemed desirous to efface ^ht stoia of their iagratiti;ide<. 
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Among other honoun paid to theirillustriouscitizen;, his statue 
was erected in the city with an inscription on its base, to the fol- 
IdwiDg purport : 

If, with a sage and martial soul inspir*d» 
Thine arm had conquer'd> as thy counsels fir*d $ 
Greece then had brav*d the Macedonian sword, 
Nor bow*d, submbsire^ to her conq*ring lord. 

An inscription whieh^ j^ssibly^ may^ without presumption^ be 
pronounced defective in point of delicacy^ as it professes to do 
honour to Demosthenes, butj, at the same time, keeps in full vie ^ 
.tbe great and notoriously exceptionable part of his character. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THROUGH the whole progress of that 
important contest, which Athens maintained 
against the Macedonians, Demosthenes and iEs- 
chines had ever been distinguished by their 
iveight and influence in the assemblies of their 
state. They had adopted different systems of 
ministerial condyct^ and stood at the head of 
two opposite parties, each so powerful as to pre- 
vail by turns, and to defeat the schemes of their 
antagonist. The leaders had, on several occa- 
sions, avowed their mutual opposition and ani- 
mosity. Demosthenes, in particular, had brought 
an impeachment against his rival, and obliged 
him to enter into a formal defence of his con- 
duct, during an embassy at the court of Mace- 
don. His resentment was confirmed by this 
desperate attack ; and his success, in bearing up 
against it, encouraged him to watdh some fa- 
iCOQrabtc opportunity for retorting on his accuser. 

The defeat at Cha^onea afforded thjs oppor- 
tunity. The people in general were, indeed, too 
equitable to withdraw their confidence from . 
Ehc'mosthcnes, although his jncasiarcs had been 
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unsuccessful. But faction^ which judges, oir af- 
fects to judge, merely by events, was violent 
and clamorous. The minister was reviled, his 
conduct severely scrutinised, his errors aggra- 
vated, his policy condemned, and he himself 
threatened with inquiries, trials, and impeach- 
ments. The zeal of his partisans, on the other 
hand, was roused by this opposition ; and they 
deemed it expedient to procure some public so- 
lemn declaration in favour of Demosthenes, as 
the most effectual means to silence his accusers. 

It was usual with the Athenians, and, indeed, 
with all the Greeks, when thty T^ould express 
their sense of extraordinaiy merit, to crown the 
person so distinguished with a cbaplet pf olive, 
interwoven with gold. The ceremony was per- 
formed in some populous assembly, convened 
either for business or entertainment; and pro- 
clamation was made, in due form, of the honour 
thus conferred, and the services for wfhich it wa? 
bestowed. 

To procure such an honour for Demosthenes,^, 
jtt this particular juncture, was thought the most 
effectual means to confound the clamour of his 
enemies. He had lately been intrusted, with; 
the repair of the fortifications of Athens, iu; 
which he expended a considerable sum of his. . 
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owDi over and above tHc public appointment, 
and thus enlarged the work beyond the letter of 
his instructions. It was therefore agreed, that 
Ctesiphoii, one of his zealous friends, should take 
this occasion of moving the senate to prepare a * 
Decree {to be ratified by the popular assembly) 
reciting this particular service of Demosthenes, 
representing him as a citizen of distinguished 
merit> and ordaining that aGOLDEN CROWN 
^as it was called) should be conferred upon hiau 
To give this transaction the greater solemnity, it 
was moved that the ceremony should be per* 
formed in the theatre of Bacchus, during the 
festival held in honour of that god, when not only 
the Athenians, but other Greeks, from all parts 
of the nation, were assembled to see the trage« 
dies exhibited in that festival. 

The senate agreed to the resolution. But, 
before it could be referred to the popular as- 
sembly, for their confirmation, iEschines, who 
had examined the whole transaction with all 
the severity that hatred and jealousy could in- 
spire, pronounced it irregular and illegal, both 
m form and matter : and without delay assumed 
the common privilege of an Athenian citizen, 
to commence a suit against Ctesiphon, as the 
first mover of a decree repugnant to the laws, a 
crime of a very heinous nature in the Athenian 
polity. 



Digitized by 



Google 



134 JNTRODUCTION* 

The artides on which he foirnds his accusat 
tion arc reduced to these three. 

I. Whereas every citizen, who has borne any 
magistracy, is obliged, by law, to lay a full ac- 
count of his administration before the ^topet 
officers, and that it is expressly enacted, that no 
man shall be capable of receiving any public 
honours, till this his account hath been duly 
examined and approved; Ctesiphon hath yet 
moved that Demosthenes should receive a crown 
previously to the examination of his conduct in- 
the office conferred upon him, and before the 
passing of his accounts. 

IL Whereas it is ordained that all crowns 
conferred by the commufiity of citizens shall 
be presented and proclaimed in their assembly, 
and in no other place whatsoever ; Ctesiphon 
hath yet proposed that the crown should be 
presented and proclaimed in the theatre. 

III. Whereas the lavrs pronounce it highly 
penal for any man to inaiert a falsehood in any 
motion or decree ; Cteinphon hath yet expressly 
declared, as the foundation of this his decree, 
that the conduct of Demosthenes hath been 
ever excellent, honourable, and highly serviceable 
to the state ; a point directfy opposite to the 
truth. 
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Th« two former of these articles he endea- 
vours to establbh by an appeal to the laws and 
ordinances of Athens. Here he was obliged to 
be critical and copious, which may render the 
first parts of his pleading not so agreeable to an 
English reader, as tfiat in which he enters into 
the public transactions of his country, and the 
ministerial conduct o£ his adversary. 

The prosecution was commenced in the year 
of the fatal battle of Chaeronea. But the final 
decision of the cause had been suspended about 
eight years ; and this interval was full of great 
events, to which each of the speakers frequently 
alluded. 

It was the first care of Alexander^ on his ac- 
cession to the throne, to undeceive those among 
the Greeks, who, like Demosthenes, had affected 
to despise his youth. He instantly marched 
into Peloponnesus, and demanded the people of 
that country to accept him as commander of 
their forces against Persia. The Spartans 
alone sullenly refused. The Athenians, on their 
part, were intimidated, and yielded to his de* 
mand with greater expressions of reverence and 
submission than they had ever paid to his father. 
— He returned to Macedon to hasten his prepa- 
rations, where he found it necessary to march 
against his barbarous neighbours, who were me- 
4 
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ditating a descent upon his kingdom. His con- 
flicts with these people occasioned a report to be 
^read through Greece,- that the young king had 
fallen in battle* The Macedonian faction were 
akrmed : their opposers industriously propagated 
the report, ^nd excited the Greeks to seize this 
opportunity to rise up against a power which 
had reduced them to a state of ignominious sub- 
jection. The Thebans unhappily yielded to such 
instances, took arms, and slaughtered the Mace- 
donian garrisorr that had been stationed in their 
citadel. 

But this insolence and cruelty did not long 
remain unpunished. Alexander suddenly app^r* 
cd before their gates, at the head of his army, 
and in a few days became master of their city, 
where he executed his vengeance with fire and 
sword. The miserable state of desolation and 
captivity to which the Thebans were thus re- 
duced, is attributed, in the following oration, to 
the pernicious counsels and rtiachinations of 
Demosthenes, and displayed iti the most lively 
and pathetic terras. 

Nor did this extraordinary Instance of rigour 
fail of its intended effect. The Greeks were 
astonished and confounded^ The Athenians 
thought it expedient to send a deputation of 
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their citizens, to congratulate the king of Mace- 
don on his late successes. Demosthenes was 
one of the persons chosen to execute this com-* 
mission ; but, conscious of the resentment which 
his well-known zeal against the Macedonian 
interest must have merited from Alexander, he 
deserted the other deputies while they were on 
their journey, and returned precipitately to 
Athens. Nor, indeed, were his apprehensions 
groundless ; for, although the address was gra- 
ciously received, yet the king took this occasion 
of complaining, in a maimer which marked his 
superiority, of those factious leaders among the 
Athenians, to whom he affected to impute all 
the calamities of Grreece, from the battle of 
Chaeronea to the destruction of Thebes* He 
demanded that several of the public speakers, 
and Demosthenes among the rest, should be 
delivered up to the power of the Amphyctionic 
Council, there to abide their trial, and to meet 
the punishment due to their offences. This 
w^as in effect to demand that they should be 
delivered into his own hands. The Athenians 
were in the utmost Consternation, but found 
means to deprecate his resentment, and prevail 
upon him to be satisfied with the banishment 
of Charidemus, one of his most distinguished 
opposers : who accordingly repaired to the court 
of Darius, where his sage counsel, that the Per- 
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sian should avoid an enga^ment with Alexan- 
der, provoked the hai^hty and capricious tyrant 
td put him to death* 

During Alexanders fenrious expedition into 
Asia and the progress of his stupendous victories, 
Greece enjoyed a sort of calm, amd the Atheni- 
ans found leisure to decide the contest between 
their rival statesmen. The parties uov9 appear- 
ed before a number of judges, probably not less 
than five hundred, and these chosen from the 
citizens at lar^, men of lively and warm ima- 
ginations, and of all others most susceptible of 
the impressions made by the force and artifice 
of popular cloqueoce. The partisans of each 
side qrowded round> to assist and support thcif 
friend; and the tribunal was surroumded, not 
only by the citizens of Athens, but by Tast 
numbers from all partsof Greece, curious to heaar 
two so celeb^ted speakers, upon a subject so 
engaging as the late n^ional transactions, and 
to be Witnesses of the decision of a cause, wl»ck 
had been, for some years, the object of genorad 
Jittention and expectatioA. 
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OUATION OF jeSCHINE^ 

AGAINST 

CTJ^SIPHON^ 



You see, Athenians! what forced atef prepared/ 
what nilrabers formed and arrayed, what soliciting^ 
through the assembly, by a certain fmrty ; and alt 
this, to oppose the fair and ordinary cotirse of jus^ 
tice in the state. As to mej I stand here in firm 
reliance, first on the immortal gods, next on the 
laws, and yqu ; convinced that faction never can 
have greater weight with youj than law andjustice. 

Ii* were to be wished, indfced, that the presidents 
ef our senate, and of our popular assembly, would 
attend with due care to the order of their debates ; / ^ 
that the lav^rs ordained by Solon, to secure the de- 
cency of public speaking, might still preserve their 
fprce ; that so^ our elder citizens might first arise 
in due and decent form, (as these laws direct,) with- 
out tumult or confusion; and each declare, in or- 
der, the salutary counsels of his sage experience; 
that, after these, our other citizens who chose to 
Speak, might sevefally, aiid in order,' according to 
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their ages, propose their sentiments on every sub- 
ject. Thus, in my opinion, would the course of 
government be more exactly regulated; and thus 
would our assemblies be less frequently engaged in 
trials. But now, when these institutions, so con- 
fessedly excellent, have lost theii: force i when men 
propose illegal resolutidns, without reserve or 
gcruple ; when others are found to put them to the 
vote, not regularly chosen to preside in our assem- 
blies, but men who have raised themselves to this 
dignity by intrigue; when, if any of the other se- 
nators on whom the lot of presidency hath fairly 
felleii, should disch^rgq his office faithfully, and 
report your voices truly, there arc men who threaten 
to impeach him, men who invade our rights, and 
regard the administration as their private property; 
who have secured their vassals, and raised them-i 
selves to sovereignty; who have suppressed such 
judicial procedures as are founded on established 
,laws, and, in the decision of those appointed by 

i temporary decrees, consult their passions ; now, I 
say, that most sage and virtuous proclamation is no 
longer heard: ♦* Who is disposed to speak, op 
^^ THOSE ABOVE FIFTY YEARS OLD ?** and then, 
" Who of the other citizens in their 
** TURNS ?** Nor is the indecent licence of. our 
speakers any longer restrained by our laws, by our 
magistrates* j no, nor by the presiding tribe, which 
contains a full tenth part of the community. 

• By our magistrates. In the original, " ^ t^ Prytanes, mr 
^* ^ t^0 Projsdrj.'* Of which officers some account kaUj bjcca 
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- Ip such be our situatidn, such the present cir- 
Wimstanccs of the state, and df this you seetn con- 
vinced ; one part alone df our polity remains ; (as, 
fer as I may presume to judge ;) prosecutiotis*j)f 
those who violate the kws. Shotild ydu suppress 
these; should you permit them to be suppressed; I 
freely pronounce your fate ; that your government 
kiust be gradually and imperceptibly given up td 
the power of a fexV. You are not to be informecf, 
Athenians ! that there ire three different mode* 
of government estaWished in the world ; the tno- 
itarchical j the governrnent of the few^ and the free 
tepublic. In the two former, the administr;itioil 
is diretited by the pleasure of the ruling powers ; in 
free states, it is regulated by established laws. It i$ 
then a truths of which none shall be ignorant, 
Ivhieh every man should impress deeply on hii 
inind ; that when he enters the tribunal, to decide 
H case of violation of the laws, he that day gives 

already given, in th€ tntroductioh to the first Philippic Oration- 
translated. 

^Pros^ktionSy &c. These any citizen might commence Against 
the author of any decree or public resolution, which he deemed 
of pernicious tendency, or repugnant to the established laws. The 
tnover of ahy new law wds also liable to the like prosecution. 
And this *wa8 necessary in a constitution like that of Athens, 
Itrhere^all decisions were nikade in large and tuomltuous assem- 
blies. Here, a few leaders might easily gain an absolute autho- 
tity, and ptevdl upon the giddy nSuhitude to consent to any prc^ 
position whatever, (if enforced by plausible arguments,) UDless^ 
they were restrained by the fear of being called to accDuot Ibr th<f 
tnotions they bad madc> and Hm reidutions passed at their vn^* 
stances. 
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sentence on bis own liberties. Wisely therefore 

y^JL^ hath our legislator prescribed'this, as the first clause 

in the oath of every judge: '^ 1 will give my 

*^ VOICE AGREEA.BLT TO THE LAWS ;'* WCU know- 
ing, that when the laws are preserved sacred in 
every state, the freedom of their constitution is most 
y dFeclually secured.* Let these things be ever kgpt 
. in memory, that your indignation may be kindled 

against all those whose decrees have been illegal . 
iLct not any of their offences be deemed of little 
moment, but all of the greatest importance; nor 
suffer your rights to be wrested from you, by any 
power; neither by the combinations of your gene* 
I rals, who, by conspiring with our public speakers, 
j have frequently involved the state in danger ; nor 
by the solicitations of foreigners, who have been 
b«:ought up to screen some men from justice, whose- 
administration hatb been notoriously illegal. But^ 
as each man* among you would be ashamed to de-- 
sert from his postjn^^le ; so think it shafheful to 
abandon the post this day assigned to you by the 
laws^ that of guardians of the constitution. 

Let it also be remembered, that the whole body 
of oiir citizens hath now committed their state^ 
their liberties, into your bands. Some of them are 
present, awaiting the event of this trial ; others are 

• a Js each many &c. To perceive the whole force and artifice 
of this similitude* the reader is to recollect^ that at the battle of 
CheeronoBy Demosthenes betrayed the utmost weakness and cow- 
ardice, a matter of great triumph to his enemies, and a constaot 
lubject of their ridicule. -^ 
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called away to attend on their private affairs. Show* 
the due reverence to these ; remember your oaths 
and your laws ; and if we convict Ctesiphon of 
having proposed decrees illegal, false, and detri- 
mental to the state, reverse these illegal decrees, as-' 
sert the freedom of your constitution, and punish 
those who have administered your affairs in oppo-^ 
sition to your laws^ in contempt of your consti- 
tution, and in total disregard of your interest. If^ 
with these sentiments impressed upon your minds, 
you attend to what ia now to be proposed, you 
must, I am convinced, proceed to a decision just 
and religious, a decision of the utmost advantage to 
yourselves, and to the state. 

/ As to the general nature of this prosecution, thus 
far have I premised,' and, I trust, without offence. 
liCt me now request your attention to a few words 
about the laws relative to persons accountable 
to the public, which have been violated by the de- 
cree proposed by Ctesiphon, 

In former times there w^c found magistrates of 
the most distinguished rank, and intrusted with 
the management of our revenues, who in their se- 
veral stations werq guilty of the basest corruption, 
but who, by forming an interest with the speakers 
in the senate, and in the popular assembly, antici* 
pated their accounts by public honours, and deck- 
yatiops pf applause. Thus, when their conduct 
came to a formal examination, their accusers were 
involved in great perplexity, their judges in still 
gre^tcf. For many of the persons thus subject to 
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cxammatbn, though convicted, on the defrost evi- 
dence, of having defrauded thp public, were yet 
SufFered to escape from justice; and no woadef. 
The judges were ashamed that the sami&man, m the 
same city, possibly in the same year, should be pub* 
licly honoured in our. festivals, th^t prodaqi^tionf 
should be made, ^^ that the people h^ conferred* a 
*^ golden crown upon him, on account of his iii? 
*^ tegrity and virtue ;*' that the same man, I say, in 
a short time after, when his conduct had been 
brought to an examination, should depart from the 
tribunal, condemned of fraud. Iq thdr senteinre, 
therefore, the judges were necessarily obliged tp at- 
tend, not to the nature of those pflSepcc% bvit tp tbff 
reputation of the state. ^ ' 

' Some of our* magistrates observing this, fi'am€4 
a law, (and its excellence is undeniable,) expresdy 
forbidding any man to be honoured with a crown^ 
whose conduct had not yet been submitted to the 
legal examination. But, notwithstanding aU the 
precaution of the framers of this l^w, pretences} 
were still found of force stiflicient to defeat its in- 
tention. Of these you are to be infonned, lest yoi| 
should be unwarily betrayed into error. Someaf 
tho^ who in defiance of the laws have* moved, that 
men who yet stopd accountable few: . their conductj^ 

» Id the original^ NOMOQETH5: ri^. u e. One of those wbq 
were appointed to revise the laws, and to propose the amendment 
or abrogation of such as were fcmmd inconvenient, as well as such 
new hwa as the public interest seemed to deiMiid. See note* on 
|he «econd CHj^thiac^ Vol. i* p. $K 
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should Iwcrowncd^ are still influenoed by some dcJ- 
gree of decency (if this can with propriety be said 
of^mcn who propose resolutions directly subversive 
of the laws) : they still sctk lo cast a kind of Veil 
^pon their shame* Hence are they sometimes care~ 
ful tojiexptess their re^lutions in this manner, ' that 
^ the man whose conduct is not yet submitted to 
* examination^ shall be honoured with a crown/ 
•' when his accounts have first been examined, and 
" approved." But this is no less injurious 'to the 
jitate ; for by these crowns and public honours ig. 
his conduct prejudged, and his examination anti<ii-^ 
pated: while the author of such resolutions demcm- 
Urates lo his hearers, that his proposal is a violation 
of the laws, and that he is ashamed of his offence.^ 
But Ctesiphon (my countrymen) hath at once bro-* 
ken through the laws relative to the examination o^ 
our magistrates ; he hath scorned to recur to that 
subterfuge now explained : he hath moved you to 
confer a crown upon Demosthenes, previously to 
any account, to any examination of his conduct : at 
the very time while he was yet employed in the dis- 
charge of his magistracy. 

But there is another evasion, of a different kind, 
to which they are to recur. These offices, say they, 
^ to which a citizen is elected by an occasional de«* 
cree, are by no means to be accounted magistraciesy 
^ but commissions or agencies. Those alone are magis- 
trates whom the proper officers' appoint by lot in 

*/J& ^ro^er ^ers; In the original, TUesmotbctaCji /.<. (h# 

S4 
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the temple of TJieseus, pr the people (Sjleot by sufr 
frage in their ordinary assepablies ; such as general^ 
of the army, cgmmancjers of the cavalry, jind svich- 
like; all others are but commissioners, whq are but 
to execute a particular decree. Tp this their plea \ 
shall oppose your own lav, ^ law eqapte^i frpfn a 
A <v firm conviction, that it mt^st at once put an end to 
all such evasions. In this it is expressly declared, 
that all offices whatever, appoipted by the vpices of 
the people, §hall be accpunted magistracies, In one 
general tqrm the author of thislavf ha^^h ipclude4 
all. All hath hp declared magistrates, whoiij 

the VOTES OP THE ASSEMBLY HAVE APPQINTBO ; 

and particularly the in8P^ctob$ pp public 
WORKS. — Now Demosthenes ipspected thp repaif 
of our wall§, the most important of public wprj^-r 
Those who have b^en intrusted with any 
public money for afore than thirty days. 
Those who are entitled to preside in iv 
TRIBUNALS — ^But the inspectors of works arc en^ 

six inferior Archons, who were cal|pd by tlji§ general Jiame, • 
while each of the three first had his peculiar title. 

a There was scarcely any Athenian at all employed in public 
business, but had some sort of jurisdiction annexed (o his office. 
Inferior suits and controversies were thus multiplied, and found 
perpetual <?mplpyment for this lively meddling people : w|ip werf 
trained from their youth, and constantly exercised in the arts ojf 
managing and conducting suits at law. This was their favourite 
employment, and became the characteristic mark of an Athenian* 
'' I saw, saith Lucian, (in Icaro^Memp,) the Egyptian tilling his 
" ground, the Phcsniciaa at his traffic, the Cillcian robbing, thf 
*' Spartan under the lash, and the Athenian at bis /aw-jtt///'— • 
And this suggests the real valoe of that compliment wh|ch VirgU is 
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titled to this privilege, — ^What then doth the law. 
dirject ? That all sqch should assume, not thcifr 
COMMISSION, but their magistracy, having first 
been judicially approved: (for even the magis» 
trates appointed by lot are not exempted from thii 
previous inquiiy, but must be first approved before 
they assume their ofii<^e.) These are also directed 
by the law to submit the accoynts of their admi* 
nistration to the legal officers, as well as every othee 
magistrate. And for the truth of what I now ad* 
vance, to the laws theraselvps do I appeal — Read— • 

The Laws. 

Here then you find that what these men call 
commissions or agencies, are declared to be magisr 
-tracies. It is your part to bear this in memory, t^ 
pppose the law to their presumption ; to convince 
them that you are not to be influenced by tho 
\yretched sophistical artifice, that would defeat the 
force of laws by words ; and that the greater theit 
gddr^ss in defending their illegal proceedings, the 
nipre severely must they feel your resentment For 
the public speaker should ever use the same language 
with the law. Should he at any time apeaK in one 
language, and the law pronqupee another, to the 

supposed to pay this peqple^ in ^hat well-kpown passage, Orahunt 
caiisas trfelius, &c. Critics have discovered in it dishomsty, affect* 
ed contemft of eloqueoce, invidious detraction firom the merit of 
Cicero^ &c. And yet it seems to amount to no more than an ac- 
knowledgment of their superior skill, in legal &rms and plead;- 
logs, and the f^rts of litigatiQo. 



V. { . 



Digitized by 



Google 



fW DIMOSTHINES* Orat. XViq,- 

Just authority of law should you gifant your voiced 
ilot to tht shameless presumption of the speaker. 

' To that aipimeot on which Demosthenes relies, 
is tttterly^^nanswerable^ I would now briefly speak. 
/ -i~This roan will wy, ^* I am director of the fortifi- 
^* cations. I confess it. But I have expended of 
^ my own money, for the public service, an addi- 
^ tional sum df one hundred minas, and enlarged 
^ the work beyond my instructions ^ for what \\veu 
^ dm I to account } Unless a man is to be made 
^*' accountable for bis own beneficence.*' — ^To this 

evasion you shall hear a just and good reply. - 

Jn this city, of so ancient an establishment, and a 
dir^uit SO extensive, there is jnot a man exen>pted 
^^m aceount, who has the smallest part in the af^ 
^rs of state. This I shall show, first in instances 
scarcely credible. Thus,, the priests and priestesses 
ftiti by the laws obliged to account for the discharge 
o^ their office : all in general, and each in particU'^ 
lar ;^ altbongh th^y have received ik) more than an 
tkmotary pension, and have had no other duty but of 
Irfftriii^g up thcip prayers, for us to the gods. An4 
this i« not tlie cas^ of single persons only, but of 
%hole tf ibes> as- tfte Eumifidai^^ the Ceryces^ and all 
the others^ Again, the triefarchs»> are by the law 
made accountable for their conduct ; although no 
public money hath been committed to their charge ; 
^though the)^ have not embezajled large portions of 

.' ^Ewnalffdf^t he. rFdmiliQ& (^9 called from their Ibunderi^ 
£umolpus and Cerjx) who had a^Jberedit^y right of priesthood. 
^ TJie Trierarchs. See not^^ Vol. i. pr24, on Philip. |. 
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their revenue^ 4pd accounted bi^ for a sniaU part} ^ 
although they have not ^fkclsd to confer bopntiet 
OHvyou, while they really but restored your pw4 
property ; nos they confessedly expended tl^ieir pa-f 
temal fortunes to approve their zealous afi^um 
for your service 5 and not our tricrarchs alone^ ba| 
tl^ greatest assemblies in the state^ ^re boiund tQ 
submit to the sentence of our tribunals. Fbnk, the 
laW directs^ that the council of the Areopagus shall 
jBtand accountable to the proper ocffiden^ and svb* 
tnit dieir august transactions to a legal examiiutioas 
thus oiir greatest judicial body stands in perpetual 
^dependence upon your decisions, j^all the membert 
pf this CQi}ncil then be precluded from the honouf 
Qt a crown ?-^Sudi has been the ordinanoe fron 
iimes the most remote. — ^And ba?e they have no re- 
gard to public honour ?-r-So scrupulous is their M»' 
gaird> that it is npt deempd sciffident that their con^ 
duct should not be notoriously qiminal^ their least 
irregularity is severely punished ; a disdplinc too 
rigorous for oqr delicate orators. Again^ our law- 
giver directs, that the senate of five hundred shall be 
bound to accouRt fpr their conductw^nd so great 
diffidence doth be express qf those who have not 
yet rendered such an acpount, that in t|ie very be- 
jginning of the law it is ordained, ^* that no magis- 
^* trate, who hath not yet passed through the ordi* 
*' nary examination, shall be permitted to go 
^ abroad." — But here alnan may exclaim. ^* What 1 
^^ In the name of heaven, am I, because Ihave 
** been in office, to be confined to the city ?** — Yes. 
artd with gdQd reason ; lest, when you have secretea 
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the poblic money, and betrayed your trust, you 
inighl enjoy your perfidy by flight. Again, the 
laws forbid the man who hath not yet accounted to 
the state, to dedicate any part of his effects to reli* 
gious purposes, to deposit any oflfering in a temple, 
to accept of an adoption into any family, to make 
any aliedation of his property ; and to many other 
instanced is the prohibition extended. In one word, 
our lawgiver hath provided that the fortunes of such 
persons shall be secured as a pledge to the commu* 
liily, until their accounts are fairiy examined and 
Jipproved. Nay, farther, suppose there be a man 
who hath neither received nor expended any part 
pf liie public money, but hath only been concerned 
in some afiairs relative to the state: even such a 
imc is bound to submit his accounts to the proper 
4^cers. ^* But how can the man, who hath neither 
f^ received nor expended, pass such accounts ?** 
The law hath obviated this difficulty, and expressly 
prescribed the form of his accounts. It directs that 
it shall consist of this declaration : " I have not re- 
^* ceivcd, neither have I disposed of any public 
f' money." To confirm the truth of this, hear the 
f ' laws themselves. 

Tie Laws. 

When Demosthenes therefore shall exult in his 
(evasion, jand insist tha^t he is not tQ be accountable 
for the additional, sum which he bestowed freely on 
the state, press him with this reply : *' It was then 
^^ your duty, Demostl^enesj, to haye permitted thg 
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" usual and legal proclamation to be taadci 
** Who is bisposed to phosecutb ? and to have 
" given an opportunity to every citizen that pleased 
^ to have urged on his part, that you besld\{red no 
^ such additional sum ; but that, on the contrary, 
** having been intrusted with ten talents for the re- 
^ pair of our fortifications, you really expended but mmm 
^* a small part of this great sum. Do not assume 
** an honour to which you have no pretensions ; do 
^ not wrest their suffrages from your judges j do 
*• not act in presuncmtuous contempt of the laws, 
^ but with due subniission yield to their guidance. 
" Such is the conduct that must secure the freedonx 
** of our constitution.*' 

As to the evasions on which these men rely, I 
(rust that I have spoken sufficiently. That Demos- 
thenes really stood accountable to the state, at the 
time when this man proposed his decree ; that he SZ^ 
was really a magistrate, as manager of the theatri-^ 
cal funds ; a magistrate, as inspector of the fortifi- 
cations ; that his conduct in either of these offices' 
had not been examined, had not obtained the legal 
approbation, I shall now endeavour to demonstrate 
from the public records. Read, in whose archon- 
ship, in what month, on what day, in what asscm- 
bly, Demosthenes was chosen into the office of ma- 
nager of the theatrical funds. So shall it appear 
that, during the execution of this office, the decree 
was made, which conferred this crown upon him. — 
Read— 
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If then I should httt rest ttiy cause, without 
proceeding farther, Ctesiphon must stand con*, 
victed ; convicted, not by the arguments of his ac* 
cuser, but by the public records. In former timesf 
Athenians, it was the custom that the state should 
elect a comptroller, who, in every presidency of ^ 
each tribe, was to return to the people an exact 
state of the finances. But by the implicit confi*- 
dence which you reposed in Eubulus, the men who 
were chosen to the management of the theatrical 
money, executed this office of comptroller, (T mean 
before the law of Hegemon was enacted,) together 
with the offices of rccdver, and of inspector of our 
naval affairs ; they were charged with the building 
of our arsenals, with the repair of our roads ; in a 
word, they were intrusted with the conduct of al- 
most all our public business. I say not this to im^ 
peach their conduct, or to arraign their integrity } 
I mean but taxQUvince you, that our laws have ex^ 
pressly directed, that no man yet accountable for hit 
conduct in any one office, even of the smallest cotl** 
sequence, shall be entitled to the honour of a crown^ 
until his accounts have been regularly examined 
and approved: and that Ctesiphon hath yet pre- 
sumed to confer this honour on Demosthenes, wheii* 
engaged in every kind pf public magistracy/ At 
the time of this decree, be was a magistrate as in^ 
spector of the fortifications, a magistrate as in-- 
trusted with public money, and, like other officers 



Digitized by 



Google 



Orat.XVm, t> RATIONS. \U 

of the state, imp osed fines^ and presided in iribu- 
Bais. These things I shall prove by the testimony 
©f Demosthenes and Ctesiphon themselves* "^ For^ ia ^ 
the archonship of Chasrondaa, on the 2fc; of th«i hfr^ 
month Thargelion, was a popular assemBiybeld^ ill 
which Demosthenes obtained a decree, appaititii^ 
a convention of the tribes on the 2d of the soec^d- 
ing month; and on the third his dearee diieeted ^^^ 
still farther, that supervisors should be chosen, and "^^7 
treasurers, from each tribe, for conducting tho re* 
pairs of our fortifications. ' And justly did he thuf 
I direct ; that the public might have the security of' 
good and responsible citizens, who might return a 
fair, account of all disbursements* — Read these de-/ ' 
ci:ees. //^ 

The Decrees. 

Yes. But you will b^ar it urged in answer^ that 
to this office erf* inspector of the works he was not 
appointed in the general assembly, either by lot « 
suffrage. This is an argument on which DcmM- 
^henes ^nd Ctesiphon will dwell with the; utmost 
confidence. My answer shall be easy, pbin^ai:^ 
brief; but first I would premise a few thit^s oil 
this sufegecti Observe^ Athenians ! Of magistracy 
there are three kif^d^. First, those appointed by 
lot or hy election. Secondly, the men who have 
managed public money for moie than thirty day% 
^ have inspected public works. To these tiie law 
acWs another species, and exprcssly declares, that 
•11 such Pearsons as, inxonscqucncc of a .regular »p; 
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pointment> Have enjoyed theJ right of jorisdictioifi 
diall/ when dpproted, be accounted magistrates. So 
that, should we take away the magistrates appointed 
by lot of suffrage^ there yet remains the last tind, of 
those appointed by the tribes, or the thirds of tribes/ 
or by particular districts, to manag? public money i 
all which are declared to be magistrates from the 
time of their appointrijent. And this happens in- 
cases like that before us, where it is a direction ta 
the tribes to make canals, or to build ships of waf * 
For the truth of this, I appeal to the laws them-' 
•elves.— Read— 

Tie LazV* 

Let it bej rciinembered, that, as I have already 
observed, the sentence of the law is this, that all 
those appointed to any office by their tribes shall 
ict as magistrates, when first judicially approved. 
"'But the Pandionian tribe hath iliade^Demosthenes ^ 
magistrate, by appointing him an inspector of the* 
works ; and for this purpose he hath been intrust- 
ed with public money to the amount of near tert 
talents JAgain, another law expressly forbids any-ma- 
gistrate, who yet stands accountable for his conduct 
to be honoured with a crown. You have sworn 
to give sentence according to the laws. Here is a' 
speaker who hath brought in a decree for granting 
a crown to a man yet accountable for his conduct. 
Nor hath he added that saving clause, ^^ when his^ 
*^ accounts have first been passed." I have proved 
the point of illegality from the testimony of your 
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laws, frdm the testimoriy of your decrepSi apd jfrpq^ 
that of th^ opposite parties. How then can any 
man support a prosecution of this nature witli . 

greater force fend clearness ? . . ^ — -* 

' ' . ■ , ^ -■ • ■ -. ^ «..■.. . 

But farther, I shall toow. demonstrate that this 
decree is dliso a violation of the law^ by the manner 
in which it directs that this crown shall, he pror 
claimed. /The laws declare j in terms the. mostext 
plicit, that, if any man receives a crown from the 
isanate, the prodlamation shall be matde in the se« 
mte-house; if by the people, in the assembly: ne- 
ver in any other place* Read this. Jaw^* ... , ^ . ^, 



/. 



- A!9D this institiition is just and etcetlerit^ The 
ftutbor of this law seetns to have been persuaded^ 
that a public speaker should not ostentatiously dis- 
play his merits before foreigners ; that. he should be 
contented with the approbation of this city, of these, 
bis fellow-citiaeos ; without practising vile arts to 
procure a public honour. So thought our law- 
giver. What are the sentiments of Ctesiphon ?. 
Bead his decree* 

You tiaVe iieard, Athenians, that the laW" directs^ 
in every case where a crown is granted by the peo- 
ple, that the proclamation shall be made in pre- 
sence of the people, in the Pnyx, in full assembly : ' 

rot. lu I. ^ ^ ♦ 
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never in any ether place* Yet Ctesiphon hath ap- 
pointed proclamation to be diade in the theatre: 
not contented that the act itself should violate out 
lawsj he hath presumed to change the scene of it; 
n ^^ He confers this honour^ not while the people are 
^ asseitfbl^^ but while the new tragedies are exhibit- 

ing! not in the presence of tbe'people^ but of tile 
Greeks ; tiuU diey too may know on what kind of 
man our honours are conferred^ 

Akd now when the illegal nature of this d«cre^ 
ts so incontestably established^ the author^ assisted 
by his confederate Demosthenes, hath yet teoixvt^ 
tp subtleties^ in order to evade the force of justice. 
These I must explain ; I must so guard you against 
them, that you may not be surprised by their per- 
nicious influence.^-These men am, by no means 
deny^ that our laws espresdy direct^ thai a gtowq 
conferred on any citix^i by the people shall be pro^ 
claimed in the astembly/ and in no other place* 
But, to defend their conduct, they produoeakw 
lelative to our festivals : of this they but quote a 
part, that they may more elFectually deoeive yout 
and thus recur to an otxiinance by no means appfi^ 
c^ble to the case before us. Acoordiiigly they tr i& 
tell you, there are in this state two laws enacted re« 
lative to proclamations^ One h, that which I hava 
BOW produced, expressly forbidding the proclama- 
tion of a crown granted by the people to be issued 
in any other plice biit the assembly. The other^ 
tay they^ is contrary to this : it alloWis the iibertj^ 
of proclaiming a crown so coufciircd, in the theatte^ 
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when the tragedies are exhibited, pkovidbd ai.* 

WAYS, THAT THE PEOPLE SHALL SO DSTEBMIN9 

BY THEIR VOICES. On this law it is (thus will 
Ihey pkad) that Cte$iphon has founded his dc* 
cree. To this artifice I shall oppose your own law% 
ttr^ assistants*, my constant j^liance, through the 
whole course of this prosecution. If this be so ; if 
such a custom hath been admitted into our govern- 
ment; that laws repealed are still allowed to hold 
their place amidst those in full force ; that two, di- 
rectly contradictory to each other, are enacted on 
the same subject ; what shall we. pronounce on that 
polity, where the laws commapd and forbid the very 
same things ? But this is by no means the case; and 
never may your public acts be exposed to such 
"disorder ! The great law-giver to whom we owe our 
constitution, was not inattentive to guard against 
«uch dangers. It is his express direction, that, in 
«very year, our body of laws shall be adjusted by 
the legal inspectors, in the pc^ular assembly ; and 
if, after due examination and inspection, it shall ap- 
pear, that a law hath been enacted coiltradictory to 
a former law ; or that any one, whto repealed, shall 
still hol^ its place among those ^actually ill force ; 
or that any more than one have been enacted on the 
«ame subject ; that, in all such cases, the laws shall 
be transcribed and fixed up in public on the statues ' 

^ My ^m$t4ints» The strict import of the original expression is, 
nty fQuncil, pr my advocate. So that, by a bold figure, the Laws 
are reprcscDted, as personally present, supporting the cause of 
^schineil, pleading on his side^ detectis|^ the fallacy and pre- 
varication of bit adversary. . Tovsreil. 

I- * 
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of our heroes; that the presidents shall convene 
the assetpbly, shall specify the authors of these se- 
veral laws, and that the proper officer shall propose 
the question to the people, that they 'may by their 
voices repeal some, and establish others; that so one 
single law, and no more, may remain in force on 
one subject. To prove this-, — Read the laws — 

Tie Laws. 

If then the allegations of these nren were just; 
and that in reality there were two different laws re- 
lative to proclamations ; it seems impossible but that 
the inspectors must have detected this ; the presi- 
dents of the assembly must have returned them to 
their respective authors ; and the one OROther must 
have been repealed, either that which grants the 
power of proclaiming, or that which denies it. But 
since nothing of all this appears, these men must 
stand qonvicted of asserting what is not only false, 
but absolutely impossible* 

The source, from whence they derive this fahe.- 
hood, I shall here explain ; when first I have pre- ' 
mised, on what occask>h these laws were enacted 
xclative to proclamations in the theatre. — • — It hath ^ 
been the custom in this city, during** the perform- 
ance of the tragedres, that certain persons made 
proclamation, not of an act ordained of the people, 
but some, of a crown conferred upon them by their 
tribe, or sometimes by their district ; of others it 
i^as thus notified that they granted fireedom to their 
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slaves, to which they called on the Greeks as wit- 
nesses, and (which was the most invidious case) 
'6ome persons, who had obtained the honours of 
liospitable reception in foreign states, used their in- 
teicst to gain a proclamation, inaporting that such a 
community, as that of Rhodes for instance, or of 
Chios, conferred a crown upon them, on account of 
their virtue and magnanimity. And this they did, 
not as men honoured by the senate or by the peo-^ 
pie, in consequence of your concession, by virtue 
of your suffrage, and with a due acknowledgment 
of your favour, but merely on their own authority, 
\vithout any decree of yours. By these nieans it 
happened, that the audience, and the managers, and 
the performers, were disturbed : and the men who 
obtained proclamations in the theatre, were really 
more honoured than tiiose on whopa the people 
conferred crowns. These had a place assigned for 
receiving these honours, the assembly ; in no other 
place cx)uld proclamation be made : the others di-s- 
played J;heir honours in the presence of all the 
Greeks. The one obtained their crowns froni your 
decree, by your permission : the others, without any 
decree. One of our statesmen, observing this, esta- 
blished a law by no means intei*fcring with that 
which respects persons crowned by the people ; by 
no fneans lending to render this invalid: for it 
was iiot the assembly tli^t was disturbed, but the 
theatre: nor was it his intention to contradict laws 
"^1 ready established : our constitution forbids this. 
']^p I thfe law I mean solely . regards those who arp 
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cfownedj without a decree of the people, by thcit 
tribe or district ; those who give freedom to theiu 
slaves i those who receive crowns from foreigners ; 
and it expressly provides, that no person shall m^^e 
their slaves free in the theatre ; no persons shall be 
{proclaimed as honoured with a crown by their 
tribe, by their district, or by any other people what* 
soever, (these are the words of this law,) on pain of 
infamy to the herald who .shall m^ke such procla* 
mation. . 

Singe then it is provided, that those crowned by 
the senate shall be proclaimed in the senate-house, 
those by the peopl^ in the assembly ; since it i^ 
expressly forbidden that men crowned by their dis- 
trict!^ or by their tribes, shall havp proclamation 
made in the theatre ; that no man may Indulge an 
idle vanity^ by public honours thus clandestinely 
procured^ Since the Ifw directs still farther, that 
no proclamation shall be made by any others, but 
by the senate, bv the people, by the tribes, or by 
the districts respectively; if we deduct all these 
cases, what will remain but crowns conferred by 
foreigners ? That I speak with truth, the l?tw itselif 
affords a powerful argument. It directs that th^ 
golden crown, cpnferred by proclamation in the 
theatre, shall be taken from the person thus ho- 
noiued, and consecrated t^J^inerva. But who^ 
shall pre^unie to impvite soimnberal a prcacedure to 
the community bf Athens ? Can the state, or can a 
private pfjr^n be suspected of a spirit so sordid^ 
that, when they themsdves h^tve granted a crown. 
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when it hath been jnst prodaimed, thejr sbonld te]ce 
it back again jmd dedicate it ? No. I apprehend 
that sudi dedication is made, because 4be crown it 
conferred by JbreigiM^^, that no nmn, by valuing the 
affection of strangers at a higher rate than that of 
his country, fnay sufler corruption to steal into his 
heart. But when a crown hath been proclaimed in 
the assembly, is the person honoured bound to de* 
dicate it } No, he is allowed to possess it ; that not 
he alone, but his posterity may retain such a me* 
morial in their family, and never su£^r their affecr 
ticns to be alienated from their country. Hence 
iiath the author of the law (atther provided, that no 
proclamation shall be made in .the theatre of any 
foreign crown, unless the people shall so direct by 
their decree i so the commmiity, whk^ is desirous 
of granting a crown to any ctf our citizens, may be 
obliged to send ambassadors and solicit your per- 
mission, and the person crowned 4»hftll owe less 
gratitude to those v^bo confer this honour, than to 
you, by^whose permission it is proclaimed. For 
the truth of this, consult the laws themselves. 

Tie Laws. 

>Vhen these mep therefore insidiously alleged, j (^ 
that the law hath declared it allowable to confer a 
crown, by virtjie of ja deqree of the assembly, re* 
member to makp this reply: *f True; if such a 
«^ crown be offered by any oibet statej but if it be 
?* the gift of the Athenian pec^e, the place of con- 
f^ ferring it is determined. No proclamation is to 

^•4 
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' ^* be made but in the assembly/* Wrest and tor- 
ture this clause, '^ and in no other place 
^* WHATEVER,** to thc utmost; stiU you Can ncvet 
prove that your decree hath not violate the laws. 

ll^ There remains a part of this ray accusation, on ' 

' which I must enlarge with the greatest care j that 

which respects the pretence on which he hath pror 

nounced this man worthy of the crown. These arc 

the words of his decree: *.^ And the hsbald 

*^ SHALL MAKE PROCLAMATION IN THE THE- 

^* ATRE, IN PRESENCE O^ THE GREEKS, THAT 

*^ THE COMMUNITY OP ATBENS HATH CROWNE? 

** HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS VIRTUE AND MAG* 

" NANiMiTY; AND (what is Still Stronger) FpR 

** HIS CONSTANT AND INVJOLABLE ATTACHMENT 
" TO TfiB INTEREST OP THE STATE, THROUGR 
^^ THE COURSE OF ALL HIS COUNSELS ^ND AD- 

*^ MiNisTRAtiON.*' / And, from Jienceforward, I 
have but Ijo lay before you a plain simple detail ; 
•such ^^oAti give you no trouble in forming ypuir 
determination. For it i& my* pgrt, as thie prpsecu-- 
tor, to satisfy you in this single point, that the 
praises here bestowed on Demosthenes are false : 
that there never was a time in which he commenced 
faithful counsellor, far from persevering in any 
, course of conduct advantageous to the state. If 
this be proved, Ctesiphcm must at once stand justly 
condemned \ for all o\ir laws dedare, that no man 
is to insert any falsehood in' the public decrees.^ 
pn the other hand, it is incumbent on the defend- 
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«nt t6 prove the contrary. You are to determint 
on our se^'eral allegations^ Thus then I pnx^ioitd* 

To enter into a minute examination of the life of *^ ^ ' 
Demosthenes, I fear might lead me into a detail too 
tedious. And why should I insist on such pointy 
MS the circumstances of the indictoient for hi^ 
wound, brought before the Areopagus, against Dc^ 7 

niomeles his kinsman, and the gashes he inflicted 
on his own head } Or why should I speak x>( thcioK^^r^-^ 
expedition under Cephisodotus, and. the sailing oif^^^^' 
our fleet to the Hellespont, when I>iemostbctici^!j^^^^^."^ 
acted as a trierarchi entertained the admiral c^ Vi4#*f»-vc" 
boird his ship ; made him partaker of his tabte^ o£cLj^^^ 
his sa<5rifices and religious rites ; confessed his juat *^ 
right to all those instances of affection, as ail l^ro* B^*^ 
■ditary friend ; and yet, when an impeachment, had 
i)een brought against him which affected hts li^ 
appeared as his accuser ? Why, again, shotdd I take 
-notice of his affair with Midias ; of the blows ^hieh 3 ^^^ ^ 
he received in his office of director of the^ntertainf ^'^ *? 
ments ; pr, how, for the sum pf thirty mina?, he 
.compounded this insult, as well as the sentenrpe 
which the pcpple pronounced against Midias ita the 
theatre? These and the like particulars I determine 
to pass over; not that I would betray the cause of 
justice; not that I would recommend myself to fa- 
Tom: by an affected tenderness, but lest it should be 
objected, that I produce facts true indeed, but long 
^ince acknovyledged and notorious. Say then, Cte;^ 
siphon; \yhen the naost heinoqs instance^ of thif 
plan's baseness are so incontestabJy evident, that 
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9tr9t tbie' very same method, which, ai I am in* 
formed,- he intends to use. I shall l?egin with 
speaking of his f irst peri od ; then proceed to the 
second and the third in order ; and conclude with 
observations on present affairs. To that peace then 
I novv go back, of which you, Demosthenes and 
^ X.*. Phijocr^tcs, were the first movers. 

o^ A-fm ^^"^ ^^^ ^^ fairest opportunity (Athenians) of 
Concluding this first peace in conjunction with the 
.general assembly of the Greeks, had certain per- 
tons buffered you to wait the return of our ambas- 
sadors, at that time sent through Greece to invite 
iftie states to join in the general confederacy against 
Philip «; and, in the progress of these riegociations, 
the Greeks would have freely acknowledged you the 
Jeading state. Of these advantages were you de- 
prived by Demosthenes and Philocrates, and by the 
bribes which they reeeived in traitorous conspiracy 
against your government. If, ^t iirst view, this as- ^ \ 
sertion should seem incredible to any in this tribu- 
hal, let such attend to what is now -to be advanced, 
just as hien set down to the ^ccotmts of money a 
long' time since expended. We sometimes come 
from home, possessed with false opinions o( the state 
of siich accounts! But, when the several sums have 
' been exactly collected, there is no man of a temper 
so obstinate as to dissemble,' or to refuse his assent 
to the* truth of that which the account itself exhi- 
bits. Hear me, in the present cause, with di^o- ^ 
sitions of the same kind* And if, with req)ect to ^' 
past -transactions, any erne among^ you hath come 
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hither possessed with an opinion^ thfft Demosthenes 
never yet appeared as advocate for the interests -of 
Philip, in dark confederacy with Philoqrates-; if 
any man^ I say, be so persuaded, let bim suspend, 
his judgment, and neither assent nor d^ny, until hfe 
hath heard, (for justice requires this). And, if I 
shall obtain your attention td a brief recital of these 
periods, and to the decree which Demosthenes and 
Philocrates jointly proposed ; if the fair state of 
truth itself shall convict Peraosthenes of having 
proposed naany decrees ift^fteerH^rttb- Philocrates, 
relative to the former peace and alliance ; of having 
flattered Philip and his ambassadors with a most 
abandoned and shameful servility ; of having pre« 
cipitated our negociations without waiting. the re- 
turn of our deputies ; and forced the people into a 
separate peace, without the concurrence of the ge- 
neral convention of Sie Greeks ; of having betrayed 
Cersobleptes, king of Thrace, the friend and ally of 
this state, into the hands of Philip ; if I shall clearly 
prove these points, I make but this reasonable re- 
quest, that, in the name of Heaven, you would con- 
cur with me, that, during the first of these font 
periods, his administration hath been by too means 
excellent. I shall proceed in such a manner, that 
you may accompany me without any difficulty. 

* . ■ . " . 

Philocrates proposed a decree, by which Philip 
was admitted to send hither hfs heralds ^nd Embas- 
sadors to treat about a peace and an alliance. Thii 
decree was accused as a violation of the law : the 
time of trial came : Lycinus, who had first mpv;ed 
4 
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Art this tri^, now appeared as prosieetitor: Philo- 
cmtes entered on his defence ; in this he was assisted 
hy Demosthenes; and Philocrates escaped* Then 
eame the time in which Thanistocles was archon. 
During his magistracy, Demosthenes obtains a seat 
in the senate^ as ar member of that bodj^ without 
- any ^immediate right, or any reversionary title, but 
by intrigue and bribery ; and this in order to sup- 
port Philocrates with all his power and interest, as 
the event itself discovered* For Philocrates pre- 
Tailed still farther, sp as to obtain another decree^ 
by which it was resolved to choose ten deputies^ 
. who ^ould repair to Philip, and require him to 
iH^ send hither ambassadors, with full powers to con- 
cfudc a peace* Of these Demosthenes was one. 
At his return to the city, he applauded the treaty ; 
his report was exactly consonant with that of tiic 
other deputies ; and he alone, of all the senators^ 
moved, that we should proceed to a solemn ratifi- 
eation of the treaty with Philip*s ministers. 

Thus did he complete the work which Philocra- 
tes began* The one allows these n^inisters to re- 
pair td Athens ; the other ratifies the negociatiom 
—What X am now to observe, demands y^ur ut^ 
L most attention. Through the course of diis trea^^ 

the other deputies (^vho, upon a change of af&irs^ 

^ * Ifhkmi any> fec^ ^'>* Not ehosea hy lot iato the ^fBoe of # 
tenator, nor a|^inted conditionaUy, to fill the place of another 
6n whom the lot bad falleo^ bat who might die, or whose cha- 
racter might not be approved, upon the scrutiny previously nc- 
eettarjr to a dthen^a entering intoaiiy pubiie office or station. 
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were exposed to all tl^ malignity of Demosfbcned^ 
had scarcely any transactions widi the ministers' of 
-Macedon. The great agents were Demosthenes 
and Pbilocrates, and with good reason ; for thef 
had not only acted as deputies^ but had ^^so bMtl 
authors o£ the decrces which secured these impor^ 
tuit points; first» tiiat you should not wait die te^ 
turn of the ambassadors, %nt to unite the Greebl 
against Philip ; that ymi should conclude this treaty 
separately, and not in conjunction with the Greeks t 
secondly, that you ^ould resoke not only to cote- 
elude a peace, but an alli^mce with Philip i that, if 
any of the states preserved a r^ard for us, thej^ 
might at once be confounded with despair, wheni at 
the very time that you were prompting them to war; 
they found you not only concluding a peae^ IktC 
entering into a strict alliance with the enemy t and^ 
lastly, that Cersobleptes should be exchidol fimH 
the treaty; that he should be denied a share in Aii 
alliance and this peace, at the very time when ht# 
kingdom was threatened with an immediate in^ 
vasion. 

The prince whose gold purchased those import 
iant points, is by no means to be accused. Before 
the treaty was concluded, and previously to his 
solemn engagements, we cannot impute it as H 
crime, that he pursued his own interests. But the 
men, who traitorously resigned into his hand^ tfa^ 
Strength and security of the state, sliould justly feA 
the severest effects of your resentment. He then) 
who now declares himself the enemy of Alexander ; - 
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Doaiosthcncs, who, at that time was the enemy o^ 
Philip ; he, who objects to me my connections of 
friepdsbip with Ale^^nder, prop(»cd a decree ut- 
terly subv/ereivc of the regular and gradual. course 
* pf public business^ by which the magistrates were to 
convepe an assembly on the eighth of the month 
Elaphebolion, a day destined to t)ie sacrifices and re- 
ligious ceremonies in honour of iEsculapius^ when 
thie. rites were just ptepariiig. Atid, what was the 
pretence for choosing this solemn festival, on which 
no assembly hath ever been remerabei^d? ^* In 
*• order, (saith he,) that, if ambassadors should 
** arrive from Macedon, the people may^ as soort 
*^ us possible, dejiberate on sending their deputies 
•* tQ /Philip/* Thus, before the ambassadors had 
yet appeared, an assjsmbly was secured to favour 
them I you were at onge precluded from all the ad- 
vantages which time might produce; and yom* 
transactions fatally precipitated, that you might 
conclude this treaty separately, not in coiyunclioni 
with the Greeks, on the return pf your ambassa- 
dors. After this, the ministers of Philip arrived at 
Athens; om*s were still abroad, labouTing to stir up 
the Greeks, against Macedon. Then did D^mos* 
thenes obtain, another Decree, by which it was re^ 
solypd, that ypu should take into ctonsideration, no^ 
©nly a peace, but an. alliance; and this {withput; 
waiting for the return of your ambassadors) imrae- 
diately after the festival of Bacchus^ pn the I8tb 
d^y of the month. For the truth of this I appeal 
to, the decrees. 
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TAe Decrees. 



c 



' Af'Ter theSe festivals, our assemblies Were ac- 
tjordingly convened* In the first was the general . , 

^esoluticm of our allies publicly read ; the heads of 1 I " 
:which I shall here briefly recite* They, in the first 
place, resolved, that you should proceed to delibc- / 
rate only about a peace. Of an alliance not one 
XNrprd was mentioned, and this not from inattention, 
but because they deemed even a peace itself rather 
necessary than honourable. In the next place, they 
wisely provided against the fatal consequences of 
the corruption of Demosthenes ; for they expressly 
resolved still farther, that ** it shall and may be 
** lawful for any of the Grecian states whatever, 
^' within the space of three months, to accede in 
^ due form to this treaty, to join in the same 
*^ solemn engagements, and to be included in the 
*^ same stipulations." Thus were two most im- 
portant points secured. First, an interval of three 
months was provided for the Greeks, a time suf- 
ficient to prepare their deputations : and, then, the 
whole collected body of the nation stood well af- 
fJectcd and attached to Athens j that, if at any time 
tbe treaty should be violated, we might not be in- 
volved in war single and unsupported. These re- 
solutions arc themselves the amplest testimony to 
the truth of my assertions. 
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The kesolutions of the jilUes. 

To these resolutions, I confess that tgarc my 
v6ice, jis did all the speakers in the first assembly* 
And the people in general rdse with a firm per* 
ftuasion, that a pea6e indeed should be concluded ; 
but that, as to an alliance, it would be most expe- 
dient to postpone the consideration of this, on ac- 
count of the invitations sent through Greece, as this 
should be the act of the whole nation. Night in- 
tervened ; and the next morning we were again as^ 
sembled. But now Demosthenes had taken care to 
secure the gallery, and to exclude all those who 
Ifiight speak against his measures: he declared, that 
all the proceedings of the day before must be tit* 
terly inefieclual, unless the Macedonian ministers 
could be persuaded to concur; that he on his part, 
had no conception of a peace distinct from an alli- 
ance i we Ought not, said he, (I well remember his 
expressiob> which the odiouaness, both of the 
f^peaker and of the term itself, hath impressed 
deeply upon my mind,) we ought not to henb the 
alliance from the peace : we ought not to wait the 
'^latory proceedings of the Greeks ; but at once de- 
termine either to support the war alone, or to make 
Si separate peace* He concluded with calling up 
^Antipater to- the. gallery; he proposed some quei- 
tions to him which had been previoudy conoerted 
between them, and to which he instructed him in 
such a reply, as might efiectually defeat the interest 
of the state; Thus the deliberation eiuied^ in the 
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full establishment of those measures, to which the 
importunity of Demosthenes extorted your consent,* 
And which were confirmed in form by the decree of 
Philocrates, 

NoTHtNC^ now remained, but to make an abso- 
lute resignation of Cersobleptes and the Thracian 
territories. And thi*-4hey effected on the 26th of 
the same months before that Demosthenes had pro- 
ceeded on the ^cond embassy appointed for the 
solemn ratification of the treaty. For this hater of 
Alexander, this foe to Philip, this your public 
speaker^ went twice on an embassy to Macedon, 
although he needed not have once accepted of this 
charge : he who now urges you to spurn with con* 
tempt at the Macedonians, he, I say, having taken 
his place in the assembly, I mean, that which wa9 
convened on the 26th, he, whose iptrigues procured 
him the dignity of a senator, betrayed Cersobleptes 
into the hands of Philip, with the assistance of his 
confederate Philocrates. For this Philocrates mv- 
Kptitiously inserted in his decree, that decree which 
Demosthenes proposed in form, the following clause 
among many others; " that the several representa- 
*^ tives of the allies shall be bound to enter into 
^^ solemn ratifications of the peace with the mi- 
/* nisters of Philip on this very day." ButOr- 
sobleptes had no representatives then present ; and 
therefore he who moved that the representatives 
should then swear to the treaty, by direct ccmse- 
quence excluded Cersobleptes from the treaty, wbj> 
had not been at aU represented in this ajsiaembly. 

M 2 
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To prove the truth of this, read the authors of this 
decree, and the name of the president who pro* 
posed it 

'The Decree. 

The President. 

A NOBLE institution this, a truly noble institu- 
tion, Athenians, this exact preservation of our pub- 
lic records. Thus they remain unalterable, and 
never change from one to the other party, with our 
variable politicians ; but, whenever' we are pleased 
to resort to them, afford us ample satisfaction as to 
the real characters of those who, after a long course 
of baseness, affect to be thought men of worth and 
excellence, on any change of circumstances. 

Jk> It remains, that I produce some instances of hit 
abandoned flattery. For one whole year did De- 
mosthenes enjoy the honour of a senator ; and yet, 
in all that time, it never appears that he moved to 
grant precedency to any ministers: for the first, the 
only time he conferred this distinction on the mi- 
nisters of Philip ; he servilely attended to accom- 
modate them with his cushions and his carpets; by 
, the dawn of <Jay he conducted them to the theatre ; 
and, by his indecent iand abandoned adulation, 
raised an universal uproar of derision. When they 
were on their departure towards Thebes, he hired 
diree teams of mules, and conducted them in state 
into that city. Thu$ did he expose his country to 
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ridicule. But, that I may confine ntysclf to facts, 
read the decree relative to the grant of precedency. 

T^e Decree. 

And yet this-^ abject, this enormous flatterer, 
when he had been the first that received advice of 



* And yet this, &c. The reader may not be displeased with the 
following account of this transaction from Plutarch^ together with 
the reflections of the bic^rapher. 

^ Demosthenes^ having received private information of Philip's 
'' dcatb^ in order to inspirit his countrfmen, appeared in the se« 
'' nate with an air of gaiety, pretending to have seen a vision* 
** which promised some good fortune to the Atlienians, Imme* 
'* diately aft^r, arrives an express with a full account of this 
^ event. The people in a transport of joy sacrifice to the gods^ 
•' for the good tidings, and decree a crown to Paus^nias. On 
" this occasion Demosthenes appeared in public, with a chaplet 
'' on his head, and in splendid attire, although it was but the 
*' seventh day from the death of his daughter, as iBschioes ob« 
•* serves, who discovers his own want of firmness and elevation* 
'^ 1^ reproaching him on this account as devoid of natural affec- 
** tion. As if tears and lamentations were the infallible signs of 
" tenderness and sensibility,. be objects to him that he bore his 
'' misfortune with composure. I do not say that it was right to 
^ wear chaplets, and to offer sacrifices, upon the death of a prince 
** who has used his good fortune with so much moderation. It 
" was rather base and ungenerous to pay him honours, and enroll 
** him among their citizens^ when alive j and, when he had been 
'* killed, to break out into such extravagancies, to insult over 
'' his dedd body, and to sing hymns of joy, as if they themselves 
*^ had performed some great exploit. But I can by no means 
" condemn Demosthenes,^ for leaving it to the women to mourn 
** over the misfortunes of his family; and exerting himsdf in 
« \vhat he deemed the service of his country upw this emer« 
** gencjr." . Plvt. in Vit. Dbmpst* 
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Philip's death, from the emissaries of Charidemu$, 
pretended a divine vision, and, with a shameless lie, 
declared that this intelligence had been conveyed to 
him, not by Charidemu^, but by Jupiter and Mi- 
ijerva. Thus he dared to boast, that these divinities 
by whonj he had sworn falsely in the day, had con- 
descended to hold communication with him in the 
night, and to inform him of futurit)j^i , Seven days 
had now scarcely elapsed, since the death of h'm 
daughter, when this wretch, before he had per- 
formed the usual rites of mourning, before he h^d 
duly paid her funeral honours, crowned bis head 
with a chaplet, put on his white robe, made a solema 
sacrifice in despite of law and decency; and this 
when he had lost his child, the first, the only child 
that had ever called him by the tender name of 
father/ I say not this to insult his misfortunes; I 
mean but to display his real character. For he who 
hates his children, he who is a bad parent, cannot 
possibly prove a good minister. He who is ins^-^ 
sible to that natural affection which should engage 
bis heart to those who are most intimate and near to 
him; can never feel a greater regard to your v^elfare, 
than to that of stnangers. He who a^s wickedly 
in private life, cannot prove excellent in his public 
condupt ; he who is base at home, can nev^jj acquit 
himself with honour whep sent to a strange pountry 
in a public character. For it is not the man, but 
the scene that changes. : 1 



A 
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By what fortunate revolution he hath bceii ena«» 



bled to assume a new character; (for I now come 
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to the se cond peri od ;) whence it is, that Philc«rateSf ^ 4i^^ 
for the same con^luct in which he was equally coa- 3 ^ ^ 
cerned, hath been impeached and condemned to 
exije, wliile Demosthenes supports his station, and 
maintains the power of impeaching others; and by 
what means this abandoned wretch hath been cnr 
abled to plunge you into such calamities; these ai^ 
points which merit your peculiar attention* 

. When Philip, then, had possessed himself of 
Thermopylae by surprise; when, contrary to all ex- Cv 
pectation, be had subverted the ^cities of the Pho- 
cians ; whqn he had raised the state of Thebes to a 
degree of power too great (as we then thought) for 
the times, or for our interest ; when we were in 
such consternation that our effects were all collected 
from the country, and deposited within these walls, 
the severest indignation was expressed against the 
deputies in general, who had been employed in the 
pegociation of the peace, but principally, and'above 
all others, against Fhilocrates and Demosthenes; 
because they J)ad not onljHbeen concerned in the 
deputation, but were the firit movers and authors 
of the decree for peace. It happened, at this junc- 
ture, that a difference arose between Demosthenes 
and Fhilocrates, nearly on the §ame occasion vs^hich 
you yourselves suspected must produce animosities 
.between them. The ferment which arose from ' 

hence, together with the natural distemper of his 
^mind, produced such counsels, as nothing but in * 
^bj^ect terror cou\d dictate, t^ether with a mal^ 
»ant jcalovisy of the advantages which Pbilocratcs 
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derived from his corruption. He concluded, that 
by inveighing against his colleagues, and against 
Philipj Philocrates must' inevitably fall; that the 
ether deputies must be in danger ; that he himself 
must gain reputation; and, notwithstanding his 
baseness and treachery to his friends, he 'must ac- 
quire the character of a consummate patriot. The 
enemies of our tranquillity perceived his designs; 
they at once invited him to the gallery, and extolled 
him as the only man who disdained to betray the 
public interest for a bribe. The moment he ap- 
peared, he kindled up the flame of war and con- 
fusion. Hp it was, Athenians, who first found out 
the Serrian fort, and Doriskum, and Ergiske, and 
Murgiske, and Ganqg, and Ganides, places whose 
very names^ wei^ hitherto utterly unknown; and 
such was his power in perverting and perplexing, 
that, if Philip declined tp send his ministers to 
Athens^ he represented it as a contemptuous insult on 
^he state ; if he did send them, they were spies, and 
not ministers ; if he' inclined lo submit his disputes 
with us to some impartial mediating state, no equal 
limpire could be found, he said, between us and 
Philip. This prince gave us up the Halonesus. But 
2) A -I be insisted that we should not receivfe it, unless it 
was declared, pot that he resigned, but restored: 
thus cavilling about syllables. And, to crown all 
his conduct, by paying public hopours to those who 
had carried their arms into Thessajy and Magnesia 
undier the command of Aristodemu$, in direct viof 
lation of the treaty, he dissolved the peace^ and pr^-t 
pared the vvay for calamity and war, ^ 
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Yes, but by. the alliance of the Euboeans and the 
Thebans, did he j[fot thus he boasts) surround our 
City with walls of brass and adamant. Btft the truth 
is, Athenians, that in these transactions he com- 
mitted no less than three most enormous offences, of 
which you are utterly uninformed. Although I am 
impatient to come to tjbat^graml article, the alliance 
of the Thebans, yet^ for the «ake of order, I must 
l^gin with that of the Eubceans. "^ ' 

You, my countrymen! had received many and 
great injuries from Mnesarchus the Chalcidian, the 
father of Callias and Taurosthenes (the inan whom 
he hath now presumed, for the sake of a wretched 
bribe, to enroll among the citizens of Athens,) and 
also from Themisan the Eretrian, who, in time of 
profound peace, wrested Oropus from you. Yet 
you consented to bury all this in oblivion ; and, 
when the Thebans had invaded Eubcea, in order to "* 
enslave the cities, within five days, you appeared in 
their defence, with a powerful armament ; and, be- 
fore thirty days had yet elapsed, you obliged ibc ji-^/^-l^ 
Theban§ to capitulate, and to evacuate the island. ^ 3S^y 
Thus absolute masters of Eubcea, you reinstated its 
cities and communities in all their privileges j you 
generously and equitably relied on their faith, and 
thought it highly unjust to retain the memory of 
ancient animosities, when they implicitly resigned 
themselves to your honour. Yet to these important 
obligations the people of Chalcis did by no means 
make the due returns. On the contrary, when you 
jiad passed into"Eub«a, to assist Plutarch, at first 35'<> 
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indeed you were received with all the appearances 
of friendship ; but when once we had advanced be^ 
yoiid Tamynas, and passed the eminence named 
Cotyla&um, Callias now perceiving that we had en-* 
camped in a dangerous situation, from whence it 
was impossible to disengage ourselves but by a vk> 
tory, and where we could receive no reinforcement 
either by sea or land ; this Callias, I say, on whom 
Demosthenes, having received his bribes, 50 freely 
lavishes his applause, collected an army from all 
quarters of £uboea, which he reinforced with a de^^ 
fachment sent in by Philip : while his brother Tau« 
rosthenes, he who so graciously salutes and smilei 
upon every citizen, brought down his band of mer* 
cenaries fiom Phocis, an4 both advanoed with a 
firm purpose to destroy us. And, had not some 
deity graciously interposed to save our army, and 
bad not all our forces, both infantry and cavalry^ 
performed extraordinary acts of valour at the Hip- 
podrome of Tamynas, and after a complete victory 
obliged the enemy to lay down ^ir arms, the state 
must have been exposed to a defeat the mo^t dis- 
graceful. For a defeat is not of itself the greatest 
of calamities : but, when that defeat is the conse- 
quence of an engagement with dishonourable ene* 
mies, then the calamity is doubiecj, 

Ybt, notwithstanding this treatment, you were 
again reconciled to these people. And Callias, now 
fcstwed to your favour, preserved appearances foe 
a little time, init soon leturned with extraordinary 
nriolence to his natural dispositions, Hk pretenca 
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was, to form a convention of the Euboeah states at 
Chalcis 5 his real design to fortify the island against 
us, and to^ secure to himself a sovereignty of pecu- 
liar importance. And, hoping to prevail on Philip 
to assist him in this design, he went over to Mace* 
don ; was constantly in Philip's train, and came to 
be regarded as one of those who arc styled his com- 
panions. But, having forfeited this prince's favour 
by his offences, he was obliged to fly ; and, having^ 
rendered himself obnoxious at Thebes, be retired 
from that city also ; and thus his cpurse of conduct^ 
Itiore uncertain and variable than the Euripus that 
flows by his native habitation, involved him in the 
ijsscntment both of the Thebans and of Philip. In 
the midst of his confusion and perplexity, when an 
army was actually preparing to march against him, 
he saw but tone resource leil, and this was to pre* 
vail op the Athenians, by acknowledging him as 
their confederate, to enter intosplerarii engagements 
to defend him, if attacked by any enemy : and it 
Was evident he must be attacked, uoless you wem 
to prevent it. Possessed with this design, he sent 
)iither his deputies, Glaucetes, Empedon, and Dio«> 
doruS| so distinguished in the race*, who came, 

^ In the race. In fhc ori^nal, the rumttr in the long race. And, 
wliatcver air of ridicule the speaker affects to throw upon this ac« 
coroplishmenti the foot^race^ it is well kuown, held a distinguished 
rank among the athletic exercises of Greece. The commoa 
course was a stadium, or 625 feet. Sotnetiraes the racers returned 
back again, performing what was called ^io^vX^^^ or the ^2^ 
course. , But the h>^yll^p\i^^i (as Diodorus is here styled) was the 
man who could centhiue hi^ career for twdre stadia or m^FC. 
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/ 
with airy hopes, for the people, but" with money for 

Demosthenes and his associates. /And three mate- 
rial points there were, for all of which he then bar- 
gained : first, that he should not be disappointed 
Cf our alliance ; for if the Athenians were to re- 
member his former offences, and to reject him as a 
confederate, he had but one melancholy alternative, 
either to fly from Chalcis, or to suflfor himself to be 
taken and put to death : with such formidable 
powers were both Philip and the Thebans now pre- 
paring to surround him. In the second place, the 
manager and mover of this alliance was to contrive 
(and for this gold was liberally bestowed) that the 
Chalcidians should- not be obliged to attend the 
tonvention held at Athens. The third point was, 
that they should be excused from paying their qon- 
toibutions. Nor was Callias defeated in any one of 
these schemes. 'No. This Demosthenes, this foe 
to tyrants, as he calls himself, this man whom Cte- 
siphoQ declares a faithful minister, betrayed the 
most critical interests of the state, and by his decree 
obliged us to take up arms, on every occasion, in 
defence of the Chalcidians. This was the purport, 
though not the formal style of the decree : to secure 
his point in the most delicate and least offensive 
manner, he artfully changed a single phrase, and 
ordained that the Chalcidians should take up arms, 
if on ^ny occasion the Athenians should be attacked. 
But as to the acknowledgement of our superiority 
in the general convention, as to obliging the coa* 

» gee History of the Life of Philip, bookiv. ^cct. ^. 
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federates to pay their subsidies, the great support of 
war; these article he entirely gave up: he wha 
disguises the basest actions by the most honourable 
names : whose importunity obliged you to declnre^ 
that you were resolved to send assistance to any of 
the Greeks that needed it : but that you must sas-« 
pend all farther eagagements of alliance; which 
should be formed only with those whose good offioea 
you at first had experienced. To prove the truth 
of my assertions, I produce the instrument of CaU 
lias, the treaty of alliance, and the decree. 



ThePecree. '<^^\ 

KoR is it his most heinous offence, that hehatli 
sold our interests, our rights of precedency, and our 
subsidies ; what I have now to produce must be ac- 
knowledged still more enormous. For to such a 
pitch of insolence and extravagance did Callias pro- 
ceed, and to such sordid corruption did Demosthe^ 
nes descend, he whom Ctesiphon hath thus ap-^ 
plauded, that they contrived, in your presence, in 
your view, in the midst of your attention, to de^ 
fraud you of the contributions from Oreum^ and of 
those from Eretria, to the amount of ten talents. 
And, when the representatives of these states had 
appeared in Athens, they sent them back to Chalcis, 
to assist in what was called the convention of Eu'** 
boea. By what means, and by what iniquitous 
practices, they effected this, will deserve your se- 
rious regard. 
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I AM then to inform you, that Callias was now no 
longer satisfied to negociate with us by his emissar 
ries : he appeared in person : he rose up and ad-» 
dressed himself to the assembly, in a speech con-» 
certed by Demosthenes. He told us, that he waf 
just arrived from Peloponnesus, where he had beeq 
lately employed in settling the subsidies which each 
city was to pay, in order to support a war against 
Philip ; the whole amounting to an hundred talents* 
He distinguished the sums to be paid by each state^. 
The contributions of all the Achaeans and Mega- 
rseans he rated at sixty, those of the cities of Euboea^ 
at forty talents, a sum, as he observed, sufficient to 
maintain a formidable armament, both by sea and 
land. Many other. Grecian states were ready to 
join in this supply, so that there would be no de- 
ficiency either in money or in forces* These were 
theefiects of his public negociations : but he had 
besides carried on some secret transactions which 
were not to be explained : of these some of our 
own citizens were witnesses : and then he called on 
Demosthenes by name, and required him to con- 
firm this by his testimony. With a face of gravity 
and importance, Demosthenes then arose; bestowed 
the most extravagant applause on Callias ; and pre- 
tended to be well acquainted with his secret trans- 
actions. He declared himself ready to report the 
success of his own embassy to Peloponnesus^ and 
of that to Acamania. The sum of all was this, 
th^tj by his means, the whole body of the Pelojjon- 
laesians,. and all the AcamaniaQS vfj^rc ready to 
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march against Philip : that ihe amount of their 
several contributions Would be sufficiient to com- 
plete an armament of one hundred ships of war, ten 
thousand infantry, and one thousand horse : thiat to 
ihcse were to be added the domestic forces of each 
state ; from Peloponnesus more than two thousand 
heavy-armed foot, and from Acamania the tmit 
number; that all these states had freely resigned 
the chief command to you ; and that their prepara- 
tions were not fixed to some distant time, hut were 
to be completed by the l6th of the month Anthes- 
terion, as, by his direction ancj appointment, the 
states were to hold their convention at Athens, at 
the time of full moon* For in these cases the matj 
acts a distinguished and peculiar part Other boast- 
crs, when they advance their falsehoods, are canefdl 
to express themselves in vague and obscure terms, 
from a just dread of being detected. But Demos* 
thenes, when he would obtrude his impostures, first 
^adds an oath to his lie, and imprecates all the Veri- 
geance of heaven on his own head?! And then, if 
he is to assure us of events, which he knows will 
never be, h^ has the hardiness to assign their parti-, 
cular times; if to persuade us that he has negotiated 
'^ith those he never saw, he enters into a distinct 
detail of their names ; thus insinuating himself into 
yotir confidence, and imitating the natural and ex- 
plicit manner of those who speak truth : so that fie 
is doubly an object of detestation, as he is base add 
false, and as he would confound all the marks oC 
truth and honesty. 



Digitized by 



Gdogle 



m d:emosthenbs* Orat.XVnt 

Whbn he had finished, he presented a decree ta 
the secretary, longer than the Iliad, more frivolous 
than the speeches which he usually delivers, or than 
the life which he hath kd ; filled with hopes never to 
be gratified, ahd with armaments never to be raised. 
And while he diverted your attention firom his 
jRraud, while he kept you in suspense by his flatter- 
ing assurances, he seized the favourable moment to 
make his grand attack, and moved, that ambassadors 
should be sent to Eretria, who should entreat the 
Eretrians (because such entreaties were mighty ne- 
cessary) not to send their contribution of five talents 
to Athens, but to intrust it to Callias : again he 
ordained, that ambassadors should be appointed to 
repair to Oreum, and to prevail on that state to 
unite with Athens in strict confederacy. And now 
it appeared, that through this whole transaction he 
had been influenced by a traitorous motive: for 
these ambassadors were directed to solicit the people 
of Oreum also, to pay their five talents, not to you, 
but to Callias. To prove the truth of this, read the 
decree, — ^not all the pompous preamble, the magni- 
ficent account of navies, the parade and ostentation ; 
but confine yourself to the point of fraud and cir- 
cumvention, which were practised with too much 
success by this impious and abandoned wretch, 
whom the decree of Ctesiphon declares to have per- 
sevo^, through the course of all his public con- 
duct, in an inviolable attachment to the state. 
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^ The Decree. 

Here is a grand account of ships and of levIeS^ 
of the full moon, and of conventions. ^Thus wew 
you amused by words j while, in fact, you lost the 
contributions of your allied, you were defrauded o^ 
ten talents. 

It remains that I inform you of the real itidtive 
which prompted Demosthenes to procure this de- 
cree; and that was a bribe of three talents; one 
received from Chalcis by the hands of Callias j' an- 
other from Eretria by Clitarchus the sovereign of 
this state ; "the third paid by Orcnm l by which 
means the stipulation was discovered ; for, as Oreum 
is a free state, all things are there transacted by a 
public decree. And as the people of this city had 
been quite exhausted in the war with Philip, and 
reduced to the utmost indigence, they sent over 
Gnosidemus, who had once been their sovereign, to 
entreat Demosthenes to remit the talent; promising 
ori this condition, to honour him with a statue o£ 
bronze, to be erected in their city. He answered 
their deputy, that he had not the least occasion for 
their paltry brass ; that he insisted on his stipula- 
tion ; which Callias should prosecute. The people 
of* Oreum, thus pressed by their creditor, and not 
prepared to satisfy him, mortgaged their public 
revenues to Demosthenes for this talent, and paid 
him interest at the rate of one drachma* a month, 

• At the rate of one drachma, &c. /. e, z\ the rate of about 
twelve /er cent.^er ann. See Life of Philip, b. iv. sect. 2, 
1K>L. If. ' N . 
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for each mlna, until they were enabled to discharge 
the principal. And, to prove this, I prodnice the 
dcGifCc of the Or«taiis* llcad — 



l^i Decree^ 

ffERE t» a decree, Athenians, scarndalous to our 
country* It b ik) small indication of the general 
conduct of Deoiostbenes, and it is an evidence of 
tfbe most fkgr^it kind, which must condenm Cte- 
siphoft at once. For it is not possible, that he who 
Rath descended to such sordid bribery, can be that 
roan of consummate virtue, which Ctesipbon hatb 
presunicd to represent him in his decree. 

•■-u ■ ^ • ■ ■ • 

A (j7 *And now I proceed to the third of these pe- 
\ y riods ; which was indeed the fatal period, distin- 
>=^0 ^-jvvguished by the calamities in which Demosthenes 
involved all Greece as well as his own city, by hifs 
impious profanation of ihe Delphian temple> andf^ 
by the iniquitous and oppressive treaty in which he 
engaged us with the Theb^nw. But first I must 
speak of his offences towards the gods. 

There is a plain, Athenians, weH knovrn by the 
name of Cyrrha, and a port, now called the devoted 
and accursed. This tract the Cyrrhasans and Acrav 

a The reader will fiiid a detail of this whole important fransac- 
tion, and of its rnomentoas consequences on the interests of 
Greece, in the fifth book and first section of the Iwstory abov«^ 
JiKjnlibned, ^ 
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galHdae inhabited, a lawless people, whose sacrile- 
gious violence profaned the shrine of Delphi and' 
the offerings there deposited, and who presumed to 
rebel against the Amphictyonic council. The Am- 
phictyoris in general, and your ancestors in particu- 
lar, (as tradition hath informed us,) conceived the 
justcst resentment, and addressed themselves to the 
oracle, in order tobe informed by what punishment 
Hiey might suppress these outrages. The priestess 
pronounced her answer, that they were to wage 
perpetual war against the Cyrrhseans and Actagal- 
lidoB, without the least intermission, either by day 
or night ; that they were to lay waste their lands, 
and to reduce their persons to slavery ; that their 
possessions were to be set apart from all worldly 
purposes, and dedicated to the Pythian Apollo, to 
Diana, to Latona, and to Minerva; and that they 
\^ere not to cultivate their lands, nor to suffer them 
to be cultivated. In consequence of this oracle, the 
Amphictyons decreed, and Solon the Athenian was 
the first mover of this decree (the man so eminent 
for making laws, and so conversant in the arts of 
poesy and philosophy) that they should take up 
arms against these impious men, in obedience to thQ 
divine commands of the oracle. A sufficient force 
being accordingly raised by the Amphictyons, they 
red4jced these men to slavery, demolished their har- 
bour, razed their city, and consecrated their dis- 
trict, as the oracle directed. And, to confirm tfecjse 
proceedings, they bound themselves by an oath, that 
they would never cuhivate this consecrated land, 
nor suffer others to cultivate -it 3 but that tbey 

N 2 
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would 3tupport the rights of the god, and defend this 
district thus consecrated, with their persons and all 
their power. Nor were they contented to bind 
themselves by an oath conceived in the usual form ; 
they enforced it by the addition of a most tremen- 
dous imprecation. Thus it was expressed : ^^ If 
^^ any shall violate this engagement, whether city 
*^ or private person, or community, may such vio- 
" laters be devoted to the vengeance of Apollo, of 
" Diana, of Latona, and of Minerva : may their 
" lands never yield their fruits ; may their women 
" never bring forth children of the human form, 
^^ but hideous monsters; may their herds be ac- 
^^ cursed with unnatural barrenness ; may all their 
^^ attempts in war, all their transactions in peace, 
*^ be ever unsuccessful! may total ruin for evei pur- 
^^ sue them, their families, and their descendants! 
*^ and may they never (these are the very terms) 
*^ appease the offended deities, either Apollo, or 
^^ Diana, or Latona, or Minerva : but may all their 
" sacrifices be for ever rejected !".To confirm the 
truth of this, let the oracle be read: listen to the 
imprecations, and recall to mind the oath by which 
.your ancestors were engaged, in conjundlion with 
tlie other Aniphictyons. 

The Oracle. 

Still shall these tow*rs their ancient pride maintain; 
Nor force, nor valour, c cr that ranipart gain j 
*TiU Amphitrite, queen of azure waves. 
The hallow'd lands of sovereign Phoebus laves j 
Ti'.J, round his seat, her threatening surges roar, . 
And burst tumultous oa the sacred shore. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Orat.XVIII. ORATIONS. 181 



The Oath. 

THE IMPRECATION. 

Yet, notwithstanding these imprecations, not- 
withstanding the solemn oath, and the oracle, 
which to thi§ day remain upon record, did the 
Ix)crians and the Amphissaeans, or, to speak more 
properly, their magistrates, lawless and abandoned, 
men, once more cultivate • this district, restore the 
devoted and accursed harbour, erect buildings there, 
exact taxes from all ships that put into this harbour, 
and, by their bribes, corrupt some of the pylagora? 
who had been sent to Delphi, of which number De- 
mosthenes was one. For, for being chosen into this 
office, he received a thousand drachmae from the 
Amphiss0eans, to take no notice of their transac- 
tions, in the Amphictyonic council. And it was 
stipulated still farther, that, for the time to come, 
they should pay him at Athens an annual sura of. 
twenty minae, out of their accursed and devoted re- 
venues ; for which he was to use his utmost efforts, 
on every occasion, to support the interest of the 
Amphissaeans in this city. A transaction which 
served but to ^ive still farther evidence to this me- 
lancholy truth, that, whenever he hath formed con- 
nections with any people, any private persons, any 
sovereign magistrates, or any free communities, he 
hath never failed to involve them in calamities the 
most deplorable. For^ now, behold how heaven and 
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fortune asserted ihcir superior power against this 
impiety of the Amphissaeans! 

In the archonship of Theophrastus, when Diog-? 
netus was ieromneraon, you choae, for pylagorse, 
Midias, (that man who, on many accounts, I wish 
were still alive,) and Thrasyclcs ; and with thcsp 
was I joined in commission. On our arrival a^^' 
Delphi, it happened, that the ieromnemon, Dipg- 
netus, was instantly seized with a fever, and that 
Midias also shared the same misfortune. The other 
^^Amphictyons assembled : when some persons, who 
wished to approve themselves the zealous friends 
of this state, informed us, that the Amphissasans^ 
now exposed to the pow-cr of the Thebans, and 
studious to pay them the most servile adulation, 
had introduced a decree against this pity, by which 
a fine of fifty talents was tp be imposed on the 
community of Athens, because we had deposited 
some golden shields in the new temple, before it 
had been completely finished, whieh bore the fol- 
lowing, and a very just, inscription :- 

By the Athenians : taken prom the Medes 
AND Thebans, when they fought agaikst 
THE Greeks, 

The ieromnemon sent for me, and desired that I 
should repair to the Amphictyons, and speak in de- 
fence of the city, which I had myself determined to 
do. But, scarcely had I begun to ^eak, on my 
first appearance in the assembly, (where I rose with 
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some warmth^ as the absence of the other deputies 
itacneascd my solicitiadc,) when I was mterrupted by 
the clamours of an Amphbsfldan, a man of ouX* 
nageous insakuce, who seemed a totd stranger to 
politeness, and was perhaps driven to this ^itrava- < 
gance by some evil genius. He bc^n thus: — '^ Ye 
/' Greeks, were ye possessed with the least degree 
*^ of wisdom, ye would not suffer the name of the 
^^ Athenians to be mentioned at this time; ye would 
^* drive them from the tanple, as the objects of di- 
^* vine wrath.** He then proceeded to take notice 
of our alliance with the Phocians, which the decree 
of Crobylus had formed, and loaded the state with 
many other odious imputations, which I then could 
not hear with temper, and which I cannot now re- 
cx)lhx:t but with pain. His speech inflamed me to 
a degree of passion, greater than I had ever felt 
through my whole life. Among other particulars, on 
which I shall not now enlarge, it occurred to me to 
take nptice of the impiety of the Araphissaeans, with 
respect to the consecrated land, which I pointed out 
to the Araphictyons from the place where I then 
Btood, as the temple nose above the Gyrrhaean plain, 
«nd commanded the whole prospect of that district. 
** You see, (said I,) ye Araphictyotis, how this tract 
*^ hath been occupied by the people of Ampliissa : 
^ you see the houses and factories they have 
" there erected. Yonr own eyes are witnesses, 
^* that this accursed and devoted harbour is com- 
^* pletely fumjshed with buildings. You yourselves 
♦* knew, and need tiot any testimony, that they hnvc 
« exacted duties, an# rawed large sums of wealth 
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^* from this harbour.'* I then produced the oracle, 
the oath of our ancestors, and the imprecation by 
which it was confirmed ; and ma(Je a solemn decla- 
ration, that, *^ for the people of Athens, for myself; 
^^ for my children, and for my family, I would sup- 
♦^ port the rights of the god, and maintain the con- 
<^ aecrated land, with all my might and power ; 
^* and thus rescue my country from the guilt of 
<f sacrilege. Do you, ye Greeks," thus did I pro- 
ceed, ^^ determine for yourselves as ye judge proper, 
^^ Your sacred rites are now prepared ; your vic- 
*^ tims stand before the altars ; you are ready to offer 
. \ ^^ up your solemn prayers for blessings on your- 
^^ selves and on your countries ; — ^but, O ! consider 
^^ with what voice, with what front, with what 
^^ confidence, can you breathe out your petitions^ 
^* if ye suffer these sacrilegious men, thus devoted 
^^ and accursed, to escape with impunity. The im- 
^^ precation is not conceived in dark or doubtful 
^^ terms. No : the curse extends not only to these 
^* impious profaners, hut to all those who suffer 
^^ their profanation to pass unrevenged. These are 
^^ the very words with which the awful and afFec-i 
*^ ting form is closed : May they, who permit them 
^^ to escape unpunished, never offer up an accep- 
^« table sacrifice to Apollo, or to Diana^or to La- 
f^ tona, or to Minerva ; but may all their devotions 
*f be rejected and abhorred,'* 

When I had urged these and many other par- 
ticulars, I retired frbm the assembly: when a/x^ 
^iderabie clamour and tumitit arose among th^ Am- 
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phictyons, and the debate was now no longer about 
the shields which we had dedicated, but about the 
punishment due to the Anaphissaeans. Thus was a 
considerable-part of that day wasted, when at length 
a herald arose, and made proclamation, That all 
th^ inhabitants of Delphi, above the age of sixteen, 
both slaves and freemen, should the next morning, 
by sun-rise, assemble in the adjoining plain, called 
ih^ plant of victims^ with spades and mattocks; and 
by another proclamation it was ordained, that the 
representatives of the several states should repair to 
the same place, to support the rights of the god, and 
the consecrated land ; and that, if any representa- 
tives should disobey this summons, their state was 
to be excluded from the temple, as sharing in the 
sacrilege, and involved in the imprecation. The 
next day we accordingly repaired to the place ap- 
pointed, from whence we went down to the Cyr- 
-^rhaean. plain; and, having there demolished the 
harbour, and set fire to the buildings, we retired. 
During these transaction^, the Locrians of Amphissa, 
who are settled at the distance of sixty stadia from 
Delphi, assembled in anns, and fell upon us with 
their whole force ; and, had we not with difficulty 
gained the town, by a precipitate flight, we must 
have been in danger of total destruction. On the 
succeeding day, Cattyphus, who actad as president of 
the council, summoned a convention of the Amphic- 
tyons ; so they call an assembly formed not only of 
the representatives, but of all who came lo offer 
sacrifice, or consult the oracle.. In this conven- 
tion, many accusations were urged against the Am- 
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phissaeans^ and much applause bestowed on our 
$tate. The whole debate was closed with a re«o- 
lution, by which the ieromnemons were directed to 
ctpair to TherroopylaB, at a time appointed, pre- 
viously to tlie next ordinary assembly, with a decree 
prepared for inflicting the due punishment on tb4 
Amphissseans, for their sacrilegious offences against 
the god, and the consecrated land, and for their 
putragc on the Amphictyons. To prpve the truth 
of this, I produce the resolution itself. 

TTie Resolutitm. 

I %y And when at our return we reported this rcso-^ 
Jution, first in the senate, and then in the assembly 
of the people; when we had made a full rcl^ion 
of all our transactions to the pc<^le, and the whole 
sta<€ determined to act agreeably to the dictates of 
piety i when Demosthenes, from his private con-r 
nexions with Amphissa, laboured to defeat this pur- 
pose, and his iniquitous practices were by me clearly 
detected, in your presence ; when he found it im^- 
possible to defeat the interests of his counlrj^, by a 
public ppposition, he had recourse to secret raa^ 
nagement in the senate. There, having first 
taken care to exclude all private citizens, he gained 
a resolution (by taking advantage of his inexperi- 
ence who moved il) which he produced to the 
popular assen^)ly ; and this resolution he contrived 
io be confirmed by the voices of the people, and to 
be made their decree, at a time when the assembly 
was actually adjourned, when I w^s absent, (else^J 
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mrtv should haves^flfercd it,) and when the people 
were diamissed from their attendance. The pur- 
port of the resoliltign waa^Ms: *^ That the icrom- 
^^ neqaipn and pylagora who should at any time be 
^' deputed by the Athenians to execute these offices, 
^^ should repair to Thermopylae and to Delphi^ at 
^^ the time* appointed by our aiKxstors.** — This 
.was speciously cxpre^ed, but it concealed the basert 
purpose, which was, to prevetjt otxr deputies from 
attending theextmordinary council at Thcrmopylaj, 
pecessary tq be held before the next istated day of 
assembly. 

PxjT there was another clause in this resolution, 
still plainer and more virulent. It directed, that the 
ieromnemon and pylagorse, who should, at anytime, 
be appointed by the Athenians, were to have no sort 
pf intercourse with this extraordinary council, either 
in word, or deed, or decree, or any. transaction what^ 
ever. " To have no sort of intercourse.'* What is 
the intent of this? Shall I declare the truth, or 
shall I speak to please you? The truth by all 
naeans : for, by cppsulting only your gratification, 
in all that is here delivered, hath the statd^ been re- 
duced to its present condition. The real purpose, 
therefore, of this clause i$, that we should renounce 
all regard to the oath by which our ancestors were 
engaged; to the lawful imprecation, and to the 
oracles of the god. 

\- 

Ai^mBE.ABJLT to this resolution, we staid at home, 
while ail th^ ether deputies asi^embled at Thev* 
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mopylae, except those of one people, whose name I 
cannot bear to mention ; (and never may any Gre- 
cian state suffer calamities in the least like theirs!) 
In this assembly, it was resolved to undertake a 
war against the Amphis^eans ; and Cattyphus the 
Pharsalian, who then presided in the assembly, was 
appointed general. Nor was Philip, at this time, 
in Macedon, no, nor in any part of Greece, but re- 
moved as, far as Scy thia : he who, Demosthenes pre- 
sumes to say, was by me brought down upon the 
Greeks. In the first expedition, when the Am-* 
phissaeans were at their mercy, they treated them- 
with the utmost moderation; and, for their most 
heinous offences, they only imposed a fine, which 
was to be paid to the god by a time appointed ; re- 
moved the most notoriously criminal, and principal 
authors of the sacrilege ; and restored those who 
had been banished on account of their scrupulous 
regard to religion. But, when this fine was not 
discharged ; when the principal offenders "were re- 
called home; and the innocent and religious men, 
whom the Amphictyons had restored, were once 
j:nore expelled ; then was the second expedition 
made against the-Amphissseans, a considerable time 
after, when Philip was on his return from the Scy- 
thian expedition. And now, when the gods pre- 
sented you with the sovereign command in this holy 
war, by the corruption of Demosthenes wer^ you 
deprived of that honour. 

And, did not the gods warn us of our danger ? 
did they not urge the necessity of vigilance, in » 
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language staitcely less explicit than that of man? 
Surely never was a state more evidently protected 
by the gods^ and more notoriously ruined by its 
popular leaders. Were we not sufficiently alarmed 
by that portentous incident in the mysteries, the 
sudden death of the initiated ? Did not Amyniadcs 
still farther warn qs of our danger, and urge us to 
send deputies to Delphi to consult the god ? And 
did not Demosthenes oppose this design ? Did he 
not say, the Pythian priestess was inspired* by Phi- 
lip, rude and bmtal as he is, insolently presuming 
on that full power to which your favour raised him ? 
And did he not at last, without one propitious sa- 
crifice, one favourable omen to assure us of success, 
send out our armies to manifest and inevitable dan * 
ger ? Yet, he lately presumed to say, that Philip did 
not venture to march into our territories, for this 
very reason, because his sacrifices had not been pro- 
pitious. What punishment, therefore, is due to 
thy offences, thou pest of Greece ? If the conqueror 
was prevented from invading the territories of the 
vanquished ^ by unpropitious sacrifices, shouldst 
thou, who, without the least attention to futurity, 
without one favourable omen, has sent our armies 
to the field, shouldst thou be honoured with a crown 
for those calamities, in which thou hast involved 
the state, or driven from our borders with igno- 
miny? 

« Was inspired, Sec. Demosthenes expressed this by an artifi- 
cial phrase, (the priestess Fhilipfixbd,) on which the adversary 
foittids his charge of rudeness and brutality. 
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j ')2^ AiTD, what cMi be <5onceiyed suq>ri8ing or cxira--^ 
ocdinary, that we have ttot tjxperienced ? Our lives 
have not parsed m the timial and iiatural course of 
kumaift afkirs ; no, we were born to be an object 
of astonfebmcnt to posterity. Do we not sec the 
ling of Persia, he who opened a passage for his 
Bavy through mount Athos,^ who stretched his 
bridge across the Hellespont, who deraandcd earth 
and water from the Greeks ; he who, in his letters, 
pr8sufl>ed to style himself sovereign of mankind, 
from the rising to the setting «un ; now no hunger 
contending to be lord over others, but to secure his 
personal safi*y ? Do not we see those crowned with 
lionour, and ennobled with the command of the war 
against Persia, who rescued the Delphian temple 
' from sacrilegious hands ? Hal3i not Thebes, oar 
neighbouring state, been in one day torn from the 
S'b^T midst of Greece ? And, although this calamity may 
justly be imputed to her own pernicious counsels^ 
yet we are not to ascribe such infetuatiori to afty 
natural causes, but to the fetal inflitcnce of some 
evil genius. Are not the Lacedemonians, those 
wretched men, who had but once slightly interfered 
in the sacrilegious outrage on the temple, who, in 
their day of power,^ aspired to the sovereignty of 
Greece, now reduced to display their wretchedness 
to the world, by sending hostages to Alexander, 
ready to submit to that fate, which he shall pro-* 
nounce upon them^lves and on their country ; to 
those terms which a conqueror, and an incensed 
conqueror, shall vouchsafe to grant ? And, is not 
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this our state the comnnoii refitge of the Gredcs, 
once the great resort of all the ambassadors from 
the several cities, sent to implore our protectioQ, as 
their 5urc resource, now obliged to contend, not for 
sovereign authority, but for our native land? And^ 
to these cireumstanoes Imve we been gradually re- 
duced, from that tirae v^ hen Demosthenes first as- - 
sutned the administration. Well doth the poet 
Hesiod pronounce on su^h men, in one part of his 
works, where he points out the duty of citizei^ 
and warns all societies to guard eflfectually against 
evil ministers. I shall repeat his words; for I pre* 
same we treasured up the sayings of poets in our 
memory when young, that, in our riper years, we 
might apply them to advantage. 

When one man's crimes the wrath of Heav*n provoke. 
Oft hath a nation felt the fatal stroke. 

Contagion*-s blast destroys at Jove's command^ ^^'^"cf^^^^^^^'T^jr ' 
And wasteful famine desolates the land. . ^h"^^^ '^'^ - 

Or, in the field of war, her boasted powVs Qy^*^^^^^ 

Are lost; and earth receives her prostrate tow'rt. ^ix^^*^"^*^ > 

In vain in gorgeous state her navies ride J , ^^^* 

Dash*d, wreck'dj and bur}''d in the boistVous tide. 

Takib away the measure of these verses, consider 
only the sentiment, and you will fancy that you 
hear, not some part of Hesiod, but a prophecy of 
the administration of Demosthenes ; for true it is, 
that both fleets and armies, and whole cities, have 
been completely destroyed by his administration : 
and, in my opinion, neither Phryrondas, nor Eury- 
batus^ nor any of those most distinguished by their 
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Tillaiiies in former times, have been equal to this 
man in the arts of imposture and deceit : this man, 
who, (hear it O earth, hear it all ye gods, and all of 
N human race who have the least regard to truth !) 
dares to meet, the eyes of his fellow-citizens, and 
shamelessly assert, that the Thcbans were induced 

i 3? to the confederacy with us, not by the conjuncture 

of their affairs, not by the terror which possessed 

* them, nor yet by our reputation j but by the neigo- 

I'Jjl ciations of Demosthenes. True it is, that before 
this time we sent many ambassadors to Thebes, all 
\ of them united with that state in the strictest con- 
nections. First we sent our general Thrasybulus, 
a roan highest above all others in the confidence of 
the Thebans : after him, Thraso, on whom the The- 
bans conferred the honours of hospitality: then 
again> Leodamas, nothing inferior to Demosthenes 
in the powers of eloquence, and in my opinion a 
much more pleasing speakers Archidemus, ano- 
ther powerful speaker, whose attachment to Thebes 
had exposed him to considerable danger : Aristo- 
phon, the popular leader, who had long incurred 
the censure of being in his heart a Boeotian..- Add 
to these, Pyrandrus, the public speaker, who is yet^ 
alive. And yet not one of these was ever able to 
prevail on them to unite in alliance with our state. 
I know the cause: but I must not insult their ca- 
lamities. — The truth is, (as I conceive) that when 
Philip had wrested Nicaea from them, and delivered 
it to the Thessalians J when he had transfen-ed the 
war from Phocisto the very walls of Thebes, that 
war which he had before repelled from the terri- 
3 
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lories of Boeotia ; and when, to crown all, be ha^d 
seized, and fortified, and fixed his garrison in Ela- 
tflea, then did their feai^s of approaching ruin force 
them to apply to Athens : and then did you j y / 
march out and appear at Thebes, with all your 
power, both of infantry and cavalry, before Demos- ' 
thenes had ever proposed one syllable about an al- 
liance, v For it was the times, present terror, and 
the necessity of uniting with you, which then brought 
you to Thebes ; not Demosthenes, 

Anp let it be observed, that in tliese his negoci- 
ations he committed three capital offences against 
tiie state. In the first place, when Philip made 
war oh ns, only in name, but in reality pointed all 
his resehtment agiinst Thebes, (as appears sufiici- 
ently from the eveht, and needs not any farther evi- 
dence,) he insidiously congealed this, of which it so 
highly concerned us to be infornjed i and pretend- 
ing that the alliance now proposed was not the ef- 
fect of the present conjuncture, but of his negoci- 
ations, he first prevailed on the people not to de-f 
bate about conditio;is, but to be satisfied that the 
alliance was formed on any terms : and, having se- 
cured this point, he gave up all Boeotia to the power 
of Thebes, by inserting this clause in the decree, 
£Hat, if any city should revolt from the Thebans, » 
the Athenians would grant their assistance to such of 
the Boeotians only as should be resident in Thebes : 
thus concealing his fraudulent design^ in spe* 
cious terms, and betraying us into his real purposes, 
according to bll usual practice : as if the Boeoti^h^j 
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who had really laboured under the most grievous 
dppressioojwere to be fully satisfied with the fine pc- 
i^iods of Demosthenes, and to forget alt resentment 

^^ 1 r of the wrongs which f hey bad sitfFered*— *— Then, asr 
tb the expenses of the war, two thirds of these he 
imposed on os who were the ferthest j^emoved from 
Sanger, and one third only on the Thebansj for 
whteh, a» well/ as all his other Tneasures, he w^ 
amply bribed. And, with respect ta the command^ 
that of the fleet he indeed divided between us ; th* 
expense he im|>osed entirely oti Athene, ^d ^hat 
- of the land forces (if 1 am to speak seriously, I must 
insist upo» it) be absolutely transferred to the The-* 
tans : so that,^ doring this whole war, eur gerierai 
Stratocfe^ had not so much authority as might en- 
able him fo proviife for the security of his soldiers; 

i / And herejl do not urge ofl^cilces too trivial for the 
^^gard of other mem No; I speak them freely ; 
all naankfnd eondemns them ; and yon youfselved^ 
are conscious of them ; yet wiH not be roused to rc- 
sentmcntv Fot so completely hath Demosthenes ha- 
bituated you to bis oflfence^ that you now hear theni 
without emotion or surprise. But this should not 
• be: they should excite your inmost indign^ion, 
and meet their just punishment, if you would pre* 
serve those remains of fortune which are still left ta 
Athens, 

I J jj A s£co:^D and a much i!nore grievous offence 3i(J 

/ ' ho comtart, in claiidestinely taking away all aufho- 

jrity of our senate, all the jurisdiction of our popu* 

kr assembly, and transferring tlieb fi^€>ai Athens ta 
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the citadel of Thebes, by virtue of that clause which 
gave the magistrates of Boeotia a share in all 
councils and transactions. And such ah uncon- 
trolled power did be assume, that he rose f>ublic!y 
in the assembly, and declared that he would go ai 
{ambassador, whither he himself thought ptoptti 
although not authorised by your commission ; andj 
if any of the generals should* attempt to cdntrol 
him, he declared (as a warning to our magistrates to 
acknowledge his sovereign po\^, and as a mean3 
of accustoming them to implicit submission) that 
he would commence a suit for estahlishing the pre-emi^ 
fiCfice of the speakers ^^BtHfTy over the generaTs pavi^ 
lion; for that the state had derived mor6 advan*- 
lages from him in this gallery , than evei* it had 
gained from the generals in their pavilions. Then, 
by his fdlse musters in the contract for the foreign 
tropps, he was enabled to secrete larg6 sums of the 
money destined to the military service. And by 
Tiiring 10,000 of these troops jlP the AmphisSaeans, 
in spite of all my remonstrances, all my earnest so- 
licitations in the assembly, he involved the 'state in 
the most perilous difficulties, at a time when the 
loss of these foreign troops Jiad left us unprepared 
to encounter dangers. What think you was at this / 
time the object of Philip's most ardent wishes ? 
Was it not that he might attack our domestic forces, 
separately, and our foreign troops at Attiphissa, se- 
^, parately, and thiis take advantage of the general 
^despair into whieh the Greeks must sink, at such 
an important blow ? And now JJemdsthenes, the 
great authof* of these evils, is hot contented that he 
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escapes from justice, but, if he be denied the honour 
of a crown, expresses the higliest indignation ; nor 
is he satisfied tliat this crown sliould be proclaimed 
in your presence s but, unless all Gr€eGe be made 
tvitncss of his honours, he complains of the grievous 
injury. And thus we find, that, when a disposition 
naturally base, hath obtained any considerable share 
ef |)pwer^ it^ never fails ta work the ruin of a state, 

my I AM now to speak of a third offence, and this 
stiU more beinous- than the others. Philip by no 
ineans dcspisi^d the Greeks : was by no means igr 
jiorant (for he was not devoid of alt sense) that by 
a general engagement he must set lus whole power 
to the hazard of a day; he was well inclined to 
treat about an accommodation, and was on the 
point of sending deputies for this purpose, whilig 
the Th§ban magistrates, on their parts,, w^re alarmed 
at the approaching danger, with good reason. For 
it. was m)t a dastardly speaker, who fled from his 
post in battle, that presented it to tlieir- thoughts^ 
but the Phocian war, that dreadful contest of tea 
years, which taught them a lesson never to be for- 
gotten. Such wa6 th« state of his affairs, and De- 
mosthenes perceived itV be suspected that the Boeo- 
tian chiefs were on the point of n*aking a separate 
peace, and would receive Philip's gold withow ad- 
mitting him to a share ; and deeming it worse than 
death to be thus excluded from any scheme of corrup- 
tion, he started up in the assembly, before ai?y mart» 
]bad declared his opinion that a peace should, or 
should not> be concluded with Philip> but with aa 
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intent of warning the Boeotian chieft, by a kind of 
public proclamation, that they were to allow him 
his portion of their bribes ; he swore by Minerva 
(whom it seems Phidias made for the use of De- 
mosthenes, in his vile trade of fraud and peijury) 
that, if any man should utter one word of mak ing 
peace with Philip, he himself, with his own hands^ 
would drag hrm by the hair to prison; imitating in- 
this the conduct of Cleophon, who in the war with 
Lacedemon, as we are informed, brought destruc- 
tion upon the state*. But when the magistrates of 
Thebes paid hini no attention, but, on the con- 
traiy, bad countermanded their troops when on 
their march, and proposed to you to consult about 
a peace, then was he absolutely frantic t he rose up 
in the assembly ; he called the Boeotian chiefs trai- 
tors to Greece ; and declared that he himself would 
move (he who never dared to meet the face of an 
enemy) that you should send ambassadors to the 
Thebans, to demand a passage through their terri- 
tory, for your forces, in their march against Philip. 
And thus through shame, and fearing that they 



^ DestrucUw ufon thi state. After tlie "battle of Cyzicum, the 
Spartans offered to conclude a peace with Athens. Their am- 
bassador proposed fair and equitable terms; and the mod<a*ate 
part of the state HicHned to an accommedaiion. JBiit'the violent 
9od fkctipus leaders, among whom this Cleqphon was distui- 
^u'uhed^ iQfl^med the people's vanity by a magnificent display of 
tjietr \9^ success, |as if fortune^ saith Diodorus, had> contrary to 
her usual course^ detern!^iiied to confine her favours to otie party). 
And thus the majority were prevailed upon to declare for war. 
Ai}d the event proved &ta); 
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might really be thought lo have betrayed Greece, 
were the magistrates of Thebes cjivcrted from all 
^lOQghts of peace, and hurried at once to the field 
of battle'. 



And here let us recall lo mind tho^ gallant men, 
whom he forced out to naanifest destruction, with- 

Q &» out one sacred rite happily performed, one propi- 
tious omen to assure them of success; and. yet, 
when they had fallen in battle, presumed to ascend 
their monument with those coward feet that fled 
from their post, and pronounced his encomiums on 
th^ir merit., /But O thou, who, on every occasion 
of great apd important action, hast proved of all 
mankind the most worthless, in the insolence of 
language, the. mo^t astonishing, canst thou attempt, 
in the fitce of these thy fellow -citizens, to claim the 
honour of a crown* for the misfortunes in which 
thou hast plunged thy city ? Or, should he claim it|^ 
can you restrain your indignation, and hath the 
metpoiy of yoiir slaughtered countrymen perished 

I 7 ^ with them ? Indulge rqe for a moment, ^nd imagine 
that you are now not in this tribunal, but in the 
theatre i imagine that you see the herald approach- 
ing, apd the proclamation prescribed in this decree,^ 
on the point of being delivered ; and then consider,^ 
whether will the. friends of the deceased she^ more 
tears at the tragedies, at the pathetic stories of the 
great characters to be presented on the stage ; dr at 
the insensibility of their country ? "What inhabitant 

« See History of Philip, b. v. dfcofc, 2. ptg^ 263* . ^ 
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of Greece, what human creature, who hath imbibed Qj^^ i^yv,( 
the least share of liberal sentiments, must not feel Q 

the deepest sorrow, when he reflects on one transac- 
tion which he must have seen in the theatre 5 wheft 
he reitionberfi, if he reinembers nothing else, that oii 
festivals like these, when the tragedies were to be 
prcs^nt-^d, in those times when the state was wdl 
governed, and directed by faithfeiJ mim&ters; a 
Herald appeared, and introdijicing those orphans 
tvhose fathers had died in battle, now arrived ^ 
fnstturity, and dressed in complete armour,- made a 
proclamation the most noble, and the most ejSectuaJ 
fo excite the mind to glorious 2k5tions : " That 
^' these youths, whose fathers lost their lives ii* 
^ fighting bravely for their country, the people had 
^^ maintained to this their age of maturity. That 
^ nOw, having furnished tbeitr with coinplctc suits 
'^ of armour, they disjniss them (with prayers foi? 
^•^ their prosperity) to attend to their respective af-^ 
^ fairs; and invite them toaspite jbo the highest 
^^ offices of the state-'" ^ 

SutJH were the pfQckmafions in- odd timcB. But 
%n<^ are not now heard. And; were fh€ heraki tor 
introduce thfe person who had taade ibe^' ebiJdrerf 
Oiphacns, what could he say, or what could he pr6- 
<?laim ? Should he gpeak in the form preacribed ins 
this dfeeree, yet the odioias truth would still force 
itself upOB you, it would seem to strike your card 
^'tdx a fanguiage ^xSettxA from that of the herald* 
It would tell you, that '^ the Athenian peopltf 
^ crowned this mjan, who €cafcely de^eri^e^ the^ 
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*^ name of a man, on account of his virtue, though 
*' a wretch the most abandoned i and on account 
" of his magnanimity, thpugh a cpward an4 de- 
*^ scrtcr of his post/' Do npt, Athenians, I cour 
jure you by all the powers qf heaven, do not erect 
a trophy in your theatre, to perpetuate your own 
<Msgrace : do not expose the weak conduct pf your 
country, in the presence of the Greeks: do not re- 
call all their grievous and desperate misfortunes tf 
the minds of th^ wretched The^iaps ; \vho, whcr; 
driven from their habitaiiprjs by this man, were re- 
ceived within thfsse walls : whose temples, whose^ 
children, whose sepqlchral monuments were de- 
stroyed by the corruption of Pemosthcnes, and tlie 
Macedonian gpld. 

Since you were qot personal spectators of their 
calamities^, represent them to your imaginations; 
think that yqu behold their city storiped, their walls 
levelled with the groi^nd, their houses in flames, 
their wives and children dragged to slavery, their 
hoary citizens, their ancient matrons, unlearning li- 
berty in their old age, pouring out their tears, and 
crying to you for pity ; expressing their resentment, 
not against the instruments, but the real authors of 
their calamities; importuning you by no means to 
grant a crown to this pest of Greece, but rather to 
guard against that curse, that fatal genius which 
evermore pursues him. For never did any state, 
never did any private persons, conduct their affairs 
to an happy issue, that were guided by the counsels, 
of Demosthenes. And is it not shameful, my coun-, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Orat.XVIIL OUATIONS. ;|0| 

-trymen, that^ in the case of those mariners who 
transport men over to Salamis, it should be etiactec) 
by a Jaw, that whoever shall over^t Jiis vessel m 
this passage, even inadvertently, shall never h» 
again admitted to the game employment, (so that 
no one may be spffercd to expose the p^r§on3 of thic 
Greeks to careless hazard,) and ypt, that this maq« 
who hath quite overset all Qreece, as well as this 
state, should be still intjrusted with the helm of gor 
yernment ? 

That I may now speak of the fourth period, and 3*^ ^ •- 
thus proceed to the present times, I must recall one 3^*5 '^ 
jiarticular to your thoughts : that Demosthenes not 
only deserted from his post in battle, but fled from 
his duty in the. city, under the pretence of employing / / 
some of our ships in collecting contributions from ( ^^^"^'''^. 
the Greeks.: But when, contrary to expectation, 
the public dangers seemed to vanish, he again re- 
turned. At first he appeared a timorous and de- 
jected creature ; he rose in the assembly^ scarcely 
half alive, and desired to he appointed a c^nmis- 
lioner for settling and isstabli^ing the treaty. ;But, 
during the first progress of these transactions, you 
did not even allow the name of Demosthenes to be 
subscribed to your decrees, but appointed Nausicles i & 
your principal agent. — ^Yet now he has the pre^ » 
sumption to demand a crpwn, — ^Wh^n Philip died, 
and Alexander succeeded to the kingdom, then did 
he once more practise his impostures. He raised 
altars* to Pausanias, and loaded the senate with the 
odium of offering sacrifices and public thanksgiv- 



Digitized by 



Google 



/ 



mg^ itp«n this occasion. He call^ AkKaticfer i 
MaroitbsS and had the presumption to asseit'tB^ 
be would never stir from Macedon; for that*^tf 
^diild be satisfied with parading through his capi- 
tal, and d^re tearing up his victims in search o^ 
happy omens* And this, said he, I declare,- not 
firorfl conjecture, but from a clear conviction of Ihi^ 
great truth, that glory is not to be purchased bu* 
by blood : the wretch \ whose veins have no blood : 
who judged of Alexander, not from the temper of 
Alexander, but from his own dastardly soul* 

/y- But when the Thessalians had taken up armg 
against us, and tlie young prince at first expressed 
the warmest reseotmeat, and not witluMit reason^ 
when an araiy had actually invested ThebeS, then 
was he chosen our ambassador; but, when he had 
proceeded as fiit as Cididsron, he turned and race 
back to Athens.. Thus hath he proved equally 
worthless, both m peace and in wah But, what is 
^ 3 r* most prov<Aing, 3roa refused to grve him up to jus- 
tices nor would you sufi5sar him to be tried in the 
general council 6f the Greeks; And, if that be trmy 
which is reforted, he^ hath now repaid your indul-" 

. * 4 MjM14&itis8j *• <, a colitc«^We idiots— —Immediately 
aftjcr the jdeathof Phlip, saith PltUarch, the states began to form 
9 confederacy, at the instigation of Demosthenes. The Thebana- 
xfhotn be supplied with arms^ attacked the Macedonian garrison, 
^M col off nomber^ of them. The AttotMans prqiared to jom 
"vrkl^ ThebeSf Thecr asserobiies wer» directed sdely by Demos«^ 
theses^ who i^eot dispatches to the king's lieutenants in Asia, to 
prevail upon them to rise against Alexander, whom he called a 
BoTyanda Marcites^ ftiUT. in DifirosT. ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



OiatXVm. ORATIONS. Ml 

gence by an act of direct trcasoiu For the mariBcrs 
of the Paralian gallery, and the ambassadors sent to 
Alexander^ report (and with great appearance of 
truth) that there is one Aristion, a Plataean, the son 
of Aristobulus the apothecary, (if any of you knows 
the man). This youth, who was distinguished by 
the beauty of his person, lived a long time ip tb5 
house of Demosthenes. How he was there em^ 
ployed, or to what purpo. *"s he served, is a matter o[ ^ 
doubt, and which it might not be decent to explaia 
particularly. And, as I am infcMrmed, he afterwards 
contrived (as his birth and course of life was a secret 
to the world) to insinuate himself into the favour of 
Alestander, with whom he lived with some inti- 
macy. This man Demosthenes employed to deliyec 
letters to AlcJtander, \jrhicli served in some sort to 
dispel his fears, and affected his reconciliation with, 
the prince ; which he laboured to confijm by thci, 
most abandoned flattery. 

And now observe how this account agrees with' 
the facts which I allege agaijist him. For if De- 
mosthenes had been sincere in his^ professions j had*, 
be really been that mortal foe to Alexander; there 
were three most fortunate occasions for an oppo-^ 
sition, not one of which he appears to have im- 
proved. The first was, when this prince had but 
just ascended the throne ; and, before his own af- 
fairs were duly settled, passed oyer into Asiaj when "72^ 
the king of Persia was in the height of all his 
power, amply furnished with ships, with money, 
and with forces, and extremely desirous of admitting 
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US to his alliance, on account of the danger which 
then threatened his dominions. Did you then, ut- 
ter one word, Demosthenes? Did you rise up to 
move for any one resolution ? Am I to impute your 
«file»ce to terror ; to the influence of your natural 
A^ timidity ? But the interests of the state cannot wait 
the timidity of a public speaker. Again, when 
/u^^^>^flDznM had taken the field with all his forces, when 
T^5j*^ Alexander was shut up in the defiles of Cilicia, and, 
3 U 3 as you prcteiided, destitute of all necessaries ; when 
he was upon the point of being trampled down by 
the Persian cavalry, (this was your language ;) when 
your insolence was insupportable to the whole city ; 
when you marched about in state with your letters 
in your hands, pointing me out to your creatures as 
a trembling and desponding wretch, calling me the 
gilded victimy and declaring that I was to be crowned 
for sacrifice,. if any accident should happen to Alex- 
anden still were you totally inactive ; still you re- 
served yourself for some fairer occasion. — But to 
pass over all these things, and to come to late trans- 
' f^ actions. The Lacedemonians, in conjunction with 
?^c? their foreign troops, pad gained a victory, and cut 
to pieces the Macedonian forces near Corragus ; the 
Eleans h^d gone over to their party, and all the 
Achgeans, except the peoole of Pellene ; all Arcadia 
also, except the ji;reit'^ry\ and this was besieged, 
and every cjay expected to be taken : Alexander was 
at a distance farther than the pole ; almost beyond 
the limits pf the habitable world; Antipater had been' 
long employed in collecting his forces; and the 
event was utterly uncertain. In this juncture, say^ 
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Demosthenes, what were your actions ? wh^t were 
your speecjies ? If you please, I will come do^vn, 
and give you att opportunity of informing us. v Bat \ I " 
you are silent^^ Well, then, I will show some tea- 
dernesB to you? hesitation, and I myself will tell the 
assembly how you then spoke. And do you not 
remember his strange and monstrous expressions ? 
Which you (O astonishing insensibility !) could cd- 
dure to h^r. He rose up and cried. Some men arc 
pruning the city j they are J&ppng the tetidrih of th^ 
^ate ; they cut through the smews of our afl&irs; we " -'^^ ' ^::^" 
2VQ packed up 2iXidk matted ; they thread us like needles. 
— - — Thou abandoned wretch 1 What language is 

this ? Is it natural or monstrous ? Again, you i L | 

writhed and twisted your body round the gallery ; 
^nd cried out, as if you really exerted all your zeal 
against AlexandcF, " I confess thort I prevailed oA 
*^ the Lacedemonians to revolt ; that I brought over 
^^ the Thessalians and Perribasans." Influence th« - 
Thessalians! Could you influence a single village^ 
yeu who in time of danger never venture to stir 
from the city ; bo ; not from your own house I Ii>* 
deed, where any money is to be obtained, there yon 
are ever ready to seize your preyj but utterly in* 
capable of any action worthy of a man* If fortune 
favours u% with some instance of success, then, in- 
deed, he aesunaes the merit to himself;- he ascribes 
it to his own address ; if some danger alarms us, he 
ilies; if our fears are quieted, lie demands re wards> 
he expects golden crowns. 



^ But all this is granted. Yet he is a zealous 
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'* friend to our free constitution/* If you consider 
only his fair and plausible discourses^ you may be 
deceived in this, as you have been in other in- 
stances. But look into his real n^re and cha- 
racter, and you cannot be deceived. Hence it is 
that you are to form your judgment. And here I 
shall reicount the several particulars necessary to 
form the character of a faithful citizen, and an useful 
friend to liberty. On the other hand, I shall de- 
scribe the man who is likely to prove a bad m^ember 
of society, and a favourer of the arbitrary power 
of a few. Do you apply these two descriptions to 
him, and consider not what he alleges, but what he 
really is. 

v^ I PREsuMEj then, it must be universally acknow- 
ledged, that these arc the cliaracteristics of a friend 
to our free constitution. First, he must be of a liberal 
descent, both by father and mother, lest the misfor- 
tune of his birth should inspire him with a preju- 
dice against the laws, which secure our freedom. 
Secondly, he must be descended from such ances- 
tors as have done set? ice to the people, at least, from 
fuch as have not lived in enmity with them : this is 
indispensably necessary, lest he should be prompted 
to do the state some injury,-in order to revenge the 
Quarrel of his ancestors. Thirdly, he must be dis- 
creet and temperate in his course of life, lest a lux- 
urious dissipation of his fortune might tempt him 
to receive a bribe in order to betray his country. 
Fourthly, he must have integrity united with a 
powerful elocution : for it is the perfection of a 
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statcsnSan to possess that goodness of mind, which 
hiay ever direct him to the most salutary measures^ 
together with a skill and power 0£ speaking, which 
Hiay eflfectually recomn^nd them to his hearers, ^tt^ 
of the two, integrity is to be preferred to eloquence. 
Fifthly, he must have a manly spirit, that in war 
and danger he may not desert bi^ country. It may 
be Stafficient to say, without /artWr repetition, that 
a friend to the arbitrary power of a few is distin-' 
guished by the characteristics directly opposite ta 
these. ^ 

Ai*D now consider which of them agree to De* 
inosthenes. Let us state the account with the most . 
scrupulous regard to justice. This man's father waa ^*1 \ 
Demosthenes of the Paeanian tribe, a citizen of re- 
pute, (for I shall adhere strictly to truth). But how 
he stands as to family, with respect to his mother 
and her father, I miast now explain. There was 
once in Atheils a man called Gylon ; -who by be- 
traying Nympbaeum in Pontus to the enemy, a city 
then possessed by us, was obliged to fly from hia. 
ciountry in order to esc^e the sentence of death deV 
i^ounced against hrm, and settled on the Bo&phoruS;^ 
where he obtained, from the neighbouring princes,- 
a tract of land called the Gardens ; and married a 
woman, who indeed brought him a considerable, 
fortune}, but wa^ by birth a Scythian* By her he 
had two daughters, whom he scj:it hither with n 
great quantity of wwlth j one of them he settled. 
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1 shall not mention* vith 'whonji that I may not 
Ip^ovokc the resentment of too many ; the other 
Demosthenes the Pasanian married in defiance of 
CMit laws, and from het is the present Demosthenes 
sprung $ our turbulent and malicious informer. So 
that by his grandfather^ in the female line^ he is an 
enemy to the state, for his grandfather was con- 
demned to death by your ancestors^ And by his 
mother he is a Scythian, one who assumes the lan- 
guage of Greece, but ^whose abandoned principles 
betray his barbarous descent. , ,^ , 

And what hath been his course of life ? — He first 
.^p jissumed the office of a triferarch: a^d, having ex- 
Iiausted his paternal fortune by this ridiculous vanity^ 
he descended to the profession of* an hired advocate : \ 
but having lost all credit in this employment, by i^j^^f^ 
betraying the secrets of his clients to their antago- j^^^ 
nists, he forced his way into the fpitsffj and ap- ^V^ 
feared at jpopular speaker. When those vast sums^ * ^ 
•• of which he had defrauded the putlic, were just 
dissipated, a sudden tide of Persian gold poured intd 
tis exhausted cofiers; nor was all this sufficient ; 
for no fund whatever can prove sufficient for the 
profligate and corrupt. In a word^ he supported 

■ / s^ali not mention, &c. The name, which ^schines sup- 
^fesses from motives of policy, Demosthenes hath himself disco- 
vered in his oratidn against Aphobus. Where lie declares that 
his mother was daughter to this Gylon, and that her sister mar- 
ried Dbmochares, This passage must have escaped Plutarch; 
as he expresses a doubt whether the account here given of tha 
family d^Demqs.thenes be true or false. Toukrbil. 
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himself, not by a fortune of his own, but by your 
perils. But how doth he appear with respect to in- 
tegrity, and force of elocution ? Powerful in speak- 
ing; abandoned in his manners. Of such unnatu- 
ral depravity in his sensual gratifications, that I 
cannot describe his practices ; I cannot ofiend that 
delicacy to which such shocking descriptions are 
always odious. And how hath he served the pub- 
lic ? His speeches have been plausible ; his actions 
traitorous. 

As to his courage, I need say but little on that \^^ ^ 
head. Did he himself deny that he is a coward ? 
were you not sensible of it, I should think it ne- 
cessary to detain you by a formal course of evidence. 
But as he hath publicly confessed it in our as^m- 
blies, and as you have been witnesses of it, it re- 
mains only that I remind you of the laws enacted 
against such crimes. It was the determination of 
Solon, our old legislator, that he who evaded his 
duty in the field, or left his post in battle, should * 
be subject to the same^ penalties with the man di- 
jectly convicted of cowardice. For there are laws 
enacted against cowardice. It may perhaps seeni 
wonderful, that the law should take cognizance of 
a natural infirmity. ,But such is the fact. And 
why. ? That every one of us may dread the punish- 
ment denounced by law, more. than the enemy; ,-/4' 
and thus prove the better soldier in the cause of his ' 
country. The man, then, who declines the service 
of the field, the coward, and he who leaves his post 
in battle, are, by our lawgiver, excluded from all 
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share* in public deliberations, rendered incapable 
of receiving the honour of a crown, and denied ad- 

• mission to the religious rites performed by the pub- 
lic. But you direct us to crown a person, whom 
the laws declare to be incapable of receiving a 
crown ; and by your decree you introduce a man 
into the theatre, who is disqualified from appearing 
tJiere ; you call him into a place sacred to Bacchus,, 
who by his cowardice hath betrayed all our sacred 
places. — But, that I may not divert you from the 
great point, remember this. When Demosthenes 
tells you that he is a friend to liberty, examine not 
nis speeches, but Jiis actions ; and consider, not what 
ne professes to be, but what he really is. 

^^ 
l^^l And, now that I have mentioned crowns and 
public honours, while it yet rests upon my mind, 
let me recommend this precaution. It must be your 
part, Athenians^ to put an end to this frequency of 
public, honours, these precipitate grants of crowns ; 

• else, they who obtain them will owe you no ac- 
knowledgment, nor shall the state receive the least 
advantage : (ior you liever* can make bad men bet- 
ter ; and those of real merit mu$t be cast into tbo 

* From all sAars, &c» The, original expression innports Jhm 
ihc hisiral yesseh of our puhUc place of assemhling. These vessels 
of hallowed water were placed at the entrance of Iheir temples, 
and the avenues of their forum> for the sanf>e purpose to which 
they are at this daj applied in Impish churches. And it was s 
part of the religious ceremonies performed in their public assem* 
blics, previously to all deliberation^ to sprinkle the place^ and the^ 
people, from those vessels. 
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Utmost dejection.j Of this truth, I shall convince 
you by the most powerful arguments. Suppose a I ( o 
man should ask, At what time this state supported 
the most illustrious reputation, in the present days, 
or in those of our ancestors ? With one voice you 
would reply, *' In the days of our ancestors/' At 
what time did our citizens display the greatest 
merit ? Then, or now ? They were then eminent ; 
now, much less distinguished. At what time were 
rewards, crowns, proclamations, and public honoups 
of every kind most frequent ? Then, or now ? Then" 
they were rare,(and truly valuable ^ then the name 
of merit bore the highest lustre : but now, it is tar- 
nished and effaced j while your honours are con- 
ferred by course and custom, not with judgment and 
distinction. 

It may possibly seem unaccountable, that rewards \ •! ^ 
are now more frequent, yet that public affairs were 
then more flourishing; that our citizens are now 
less worthy, but were then of real eminence. This 
is a difficulty which I shall endeavour to obviate. 
Do you imagine, Athenians, that any man whatever 
woidd engage in the games held oh our festivals, or 
in any others, where the victors receive a crown, in 
the exercises of wrestling, or in any of the several 
athletic contests, if the crown was to be conferred, 
not on the most worthy, but on the man of greatest .^ ^ 
interest? Surely no man would engage. But now, |N ^ 
as the reward of such their victory is rare, hardly to ^^ 
\fc obtained, truly honourable, and never to be for- 
gotten ; there are champipns found, ready to submit 
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to the severest preparatory discipline, and to en- 
counter all the dangers of the contest. Imagine, 
thea, that political merit is a kind of game, which 
you arp appointed to direct ; and consider that, if 
you grant the prizes to a few, and those the most 
worthy, and on such conditions as the laws pre- 
scribe, you will have many champions in this con- 
test of merit. But, if you gratify any man that 
pleases, or those who can secure the strongest in- 
terest, you will be the means of corrupting the very 
best natural dispositions. 

^ ^ That you n>ay conceive the fbrce of what I here 
advance, I must explain myself still more clearly. — 
Which, think ye, was the more worthy citizen; 
Themistocles, who commanded your fleet, whei^ 
you defeated the Persian in the sea-fight at Salamis ; 
or this Demosthenes, who deserted from his post ? 
Miltiades, who conquered the barbarians at Mara- 
thon, or this man ? The chiefs who led back the 
people from Phyl^* ? Aristides, surnamed theJTust, 
i^V a title quite different from that of Demosthenes? 
— No ; by the powers of heaven, I deem the names 
of these heroes too noble to be mentioned in the 
same day with that of this savage. And let De- 
mosthenes shew, when he comes to his reply, if ever 
a decree was made for granting a golden crown to 
them. Was then the state ungrateful ? Nor b^t 
she thought highly of her own dignity; And these 

» From Phyle, i. e. When Thrasybulus had expelled (he thirty 
tyrants^ established by the Lacedemonians in Atb'eniw ^t the con* 
dusion of the Peloponnesian war. 
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citizens, who were not thus honoured, appeai: to 
have been truly worthy of such a state j for they 
imagined that they were not to be honoured by 
public records, but by the memories of those they 
had obliged ; and their honours have there re- 
mained, from that time down to this day, in cha- x ^ 
racters itidelible and immortal. There were cili-'^ib / 
zens in those days, who, being stationed at the river ^/^ 
Strymon, there patiently endured a long series of 
toils and dangers, and, at kngth, gained a victory 
over the Medes. At their return, they petitioned 
the people for a reward; and a reward was con- 
ferred upon them, (then deemed of great impor- 
tance,) by erecting three Mercuries of stone in the 
usual portico, on which, however, their names were 
not inscribed, lest this might seem a monument 
erected to the honour of the commanders, not to 
that of the people. For the truth of this, I appeal 
to the inscriptions* That on the first statue was 
expressed thus : 

Great souls ! ' who fought near Strjrmon's wpid tide 5 
And brav'd th* invader's arm, and quelFd his pride. 
E'lon's high tow*rs confessed the glorious deed : 
And saw dire famine waste the vanquished Medb. 
Such was our vengeance on the barb'rous host; 
And such the gen'rous toils our heroes boast. 

This was the inscription on the seqond : 

This, the reward which grateful Athens gives \ 
Here, still the patriot and the hero lives ! 
Here, let the rising age with rapture gaze, 
'■ And jemulate the. glorious deeds they praise, 
^ 3 
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On the third was the inscription thus : 

i 

Meoestheusy heoce^ led forth his chosen train. 
And pour*d the war o*er hapless Ilion*s plain. 
*Twas his, (so speaks the bard's immortal lay,) 
To form th* embody d host in firm array. 

Such were our sons!' Nor yet shall Athehs yield 

The first bright honours of the sanguine field. . 
Still, nurse of heroes ! still the praise is thine. 
Of ev*ry glorious toil, of ev*ry act divine. 

In these do we find the name of the general ? 
i No; but that of the people. Fancy yourselves 

y>- transported to the grand pbrtico ; for, in this your 
place of assembling, the monuments of all great ac- 
tions are erected full in view. There we find a 
pictuire of the battle of Marathon. Who was the 
general in this battle ? To this question you would 
all answer, Miltiades. And yet his name is not 
inscribed. How ? Did he not petition for such an 
honour ? He did petition : but the people refused 
to grant it. Instead of inscribing his, name, thc]^ 
consented that he should be drawn in the fore- 
ground, encouraging his soldiers. In like manner, 
in the temple of the great mother, adjoining to the 

\^\ senate-house, you may see the honours paid to those 
who brought our exiles back from Phyl6. The 
decree for these honours was solicited and obtained 
by Archines, one of those whom they restored to 
the citizens. AncJ this decree directs first, that a 
thousand drachmae shall be given to them, for sa- 
crifices and offerings; a sum which allowed not 
^uite ten drachmae to each. In the next place, it 
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ordains, that each shall be crowned with a wreath 
of olive, not of gold. For crowns of olive were 
then deemed highly honourable ; now, those of 
gold are regarded with contempt. Nor was even 
this to be granted precipitately, but after an exact 
previous examination, by the senate, into the num- 
bers of those who had maintained their post at 
Phyl^, when the Lacedemonians and the ll^irty had 
marched to attack them, not of those who had fled 
from their post at Chasronea, on the first appearance 
of an enemy. And for the truth of this let the de- 
cree be read. ^ 

The Decree for honouring those who had been at Phyle. v ^^ 

Compare this with the decree proposed by Cte- « 
siphon in favour of Demosthenes, the author of our 
most grievous calamities.— Read 

The Decree of Ctesiphon. 

Bt this decree are the honours granted to those 
who restored" our exiles utterly effaced. If to con- 
fer the one was laudable, to grant the other must be 
scandalous. If they were worthy of their public 
honours, he must be utterly unworthy of this crown. 
— But it is his purpose to allege (as I am informed) * 
that I proceed without candour or justice, in com- 
paring his actions with those of our ancestors. In 
the Olympic games, saith" he, Philamon is not 
crowned because he hath excelled Glaucus the an- 

p 4 
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cient wrestler, but because he hath conquered his 
own antagonists. As if you did not know that, in 
these games, the contest is between the immediate 
combatants ; but, where political merit is to be ho- 
noured, the contest is with merit itself; nor can the 
herald at all deviate from truth, when he is to make 
proclamation in the presence of the Greeks. Do 
not then pretend to say you have served the state 
better than Pataecion ; prove that you have attained 
to true and perfect excellence ; and then demand 
honours from the people. But, that I may not lead 
you too far from the subject, let the secretary read 
the inscription in honour of those who brought 
back the people from Phyl6. 

THE INSCRIPTION. 

These wreaths Athenian gratitude bestows 
On the brave chiefs^ who first, for freedom, rose. 
Drove the proud Tyrants froni their lawless state, 
And bade the re8cu*d land again be great. 

That they had overturned a government repug- 
nant to the laws : this is the very reason here assigned 
for their public honours. For such was the uni- 
versal reverence for the laws, at that time, that 
men's ears were perpetually ringing with this maxim, 
that, by defeating impeachments against illegal 
practices, our constitution was instantly subverted. 
So have I been informed by my father, who died at 
the age of ninety-five, after sharing all the distresses 
of his country. Such were the principles he t^ 
peatedly inculcated, in his hours of disengagement 
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By him have I been assured that, at the time when 
our freedom was just restored, the man who stood 
arraigned for any violation of the laws received the 
punishment due to his offence, without respite or 
mercy. And what offence can be conceived more 
impidus than an infringement of the laws either by 
word or action ? — At that time, said he, such causes 
were not heard in the same manner as at present* 
The judges exerted more severity against those who 
.► stood impeached, than even the prosecutor. It was 
then usual for them to interrupt the secretary, to 
oblige him again to read the laws, and to compare 
them with the decree impeached : and to pronounce 
iheir sentence of condemnation, not on those only, 
who had been convicted of violating the whole 
tenor of the laws, but even on those who had devi- 
ated from them, in one single particle. But the 
presient course of procedure is even ridiculous. The 
officer reads the indictment ; but, as if it was an idle 
song, or some trivial, matter of no concernment to 
them, the judges turn their attention to some other 
subject. And thus, seduced by the wiles of Demos- 
thenes, you have admitted a shameful practice into 
your tribunals ; and public justice is perverted : the 
prosecutor is obliged to appear as the defendant ; 
while the person accused commences prosecutor: 
fte judges sometimes forget the points to which • 
their right of judicature extends, and are forced to 
give sentence op ftiatters not fairly cognizable on 
their tribunals ; and, if the impeached party ever 
deigiis to enter on his defence, his plea is, not that 
h(5 is innocent of the charge, but that some other 
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person, equally guilty, hath on some former occa- 
sion been suffered to escape. And on this plea 
Ctesiphon relies witlj greatest confidence^ as I am 
informed. 

Your citizen Aristophon once dared to boast 
that fifty-five times had he been prosecuted for il- 
legal decrees, and as many times had he escaped. 
Not so Cephiilus, our old minister, he whom he 
deemed the most zealously attached to the consti- 
tution. He, on the contrary, accounted it his 
greatest glory, that, although he had proposed more 
decrees than any other citizen, yet had he been not 
once obliged to defend himself against an impeach* 
ment. And this was really matter of triumph ; for, 
in his days, prosecutions were commenced, not by 
the partizans of opposite factions against each other, 
but by ft'iends against friends, in every case in which 
the state was injured. To produce an instance of 
this. " Archimus commenced a prosecution against 
Thrasybulus, on account of a decree for crowning 
one of those who had returned from Phyld, which, 
in some circumstances, was repugnant to the laws : 
and, notwithstanding his late important serv^ices, 
sentence was pronounced against him. These were 
not at all regarded by the judges. It was their 
principle, that, as Thrasybulus had once restored 
our exiles, so he in efiect drove his fellow* citizens 
into exile, by proposing any one ^ct repugnant to 
the laws. But now we have quite different senti- 
ments. Now our generals of character, our citizens 
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whose services have been rewarded by public main* 
t€nance% exert their interest to suppress impeach- 
ments ; and in this they must be deemed guilty of 
the utmost ingratitude. For the man who hath 
been honoured by the state, a state which owes its 
being only tp the gods and to the laws, and yet 
presumes to support those who violate the laws, in 
effect subverts that government by which his ho* 
nours were conferred. 

Herb then I shall explain, how far a citizen may 
honestly and regularly proceed in pleading for an 

ofender. Wheii an impeachment for illegal 

practices is to be tried in the tribunal, the day of 
hearing is divided into three parts ; the first part 
is assigned to the prosecutor, to the laws, and to 
the constitution ; the second is granted to the ac- 
cused, and to his assistants. If then sentence of ac^- 
quittal be not passed, on the first question, a third 
portion is assigned for the consideration of the fine, 
and for adjusting the degree of your resentment. He 
then who petitions for your vote, when the fine is 
to be considered, petitions only against the rigour 
of your resentment. But he' who petitions for your 
vote upon the first question, petitions you to give 
up your oath, to give up the law, to give up the 
constitution : a favour which it is impious to ask, 
which, if asked, it is impious to grant. Tell these 

* Byfuhlic maintenance. In the original, some of those ivho have 
their table in the Prytanaum, The greatest honour which a ci- 
tizen could receive for his public services. Such persons then had 
a natural authority and influence in public assemblies. 
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intcrccdcrs then,- that 'they are to leave you at full 
liberty to decide the first question agreeably to the 
laws : let them reserve their eloquence for the ques^" 
tion relative to the fine. iS^ 

Upon the whole, Athenians, I am almost tempted 
to declare, that a law should be enacted solely re- 
specting impeachments for illegal proceedings; that 
neither the prosecutor, nor the accused, should eve^ 
-, be allowed the assistance of advocates : for the merits 
of such causes are not vague and undetermined. 
No ; they are accurately defined by your laws. As 
in architecture, when we would be assured whether 
any part stand upright or no, we apply the rule by 
which it is ascertained ; so in these impeachments 
we have a rule provided in the record of the prose* 
cution, in the decree impeached, and in the laws 
with which it is compared. Shew^ 4hen, in iht 
present case, that these last are consonant to each 
other, and that you are at once acquitted. What 
need you call upon Demosthenes ? But if you evade 
the equitable method of defence, and call to your 
assistance a man practised in craft, in all the wiles 
of speaking, you then abuse the attention of youi: 
judges, you injure the state, you subvert the con- 
stitution. 

It must be my part effectually to gu^rd yoii 
again^ such evasion. When Ctesiphon rises up, 
and begins with repeating the fine ^introduction 
composed for him; when he winds through his 
solemn periods, without ever coming to the great 



Digitized by 



Google 



OratXVIIL ORATIONS. 221 

point of his defence ; then remind him calmly and 
quietly to take up the record of his impeachment, 
and compare his decree with the laws. Should he 
pretend not to hear you, do you too refuse to hear 
him: for you are here convened to attend, riot to 
those who would evade the just methods of defence, 
but to the men who defend their cause fairly and 
regularly. And should he still decline the legal 
and equitable defence, and call on Demosthenes to 
plead for him, my first request is, that you would 
not at all admit an insidious advocate, who thinks 
to subvert the laws by his harangues : that, when 
Ctesiphon asks whether he shall call Demosthenes, 
no man should esteem it meritorious to be the first 
to cry, " call him, call him." If you call him, 
against yourselves you call him, against the laws 
you call him, against the constitution you call him. 
Or, if you resolve to hear him, I then request that 
Demosthenes may be confined to the same method 
in his defence, which I have pursued in this my 
charge. And what method have I pursued ? That 
I may assist your memories, observe, that I have not 
begun with the private life of Demosthenes ; that I 
have not introduced my prosecution with a detail of 
iriisdemeanors in his public conduct; although I 
could not want various and numberless instances to 
urge, unless I were totally inexperienced in affairs. 
Ibstead of this, I first produced the laws which di- 
rectly forbid any man to be crowned, whose ac- 
counts arc not yet passed : I then proved *that Gte- 
« siphon had pmposed a decree for granting a crown 
to Demosthenes, while his accounts yet remained to 
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be passed ; without any qualifying claiBc, Cmt any 
such addition, as, *' when his accounts shall 
•^ FIRST HAVB BBBN APPBOVED :'* but in opcii and 
avowed contempt of you and of the laws. I men- 
tioned also the pretences to be alleged for this pro- 
cedure, and then recited the laws relative to pro- 
daroations, in which it -is directly enacted, that no 
crown shall be proclaimed in any other place but in 
the assembly only. So that the defendant has not 
only proposed a decree repugnant in general to the 
laws, but has transgressed in the circumstances of 
time and place, by directing the proclamation to be 
madef not in the assembly, but in the theatre s not 
when the people were convened, but wben the trage^ 
dies were to be presented. From the^ points I 
proceeded to take some notice of his private life : 
but chiefly I insist upon his public offences. 

It is your part to oblige Demosthenes to the same 
method in his defence. First, let him speak of the 
laws relative to magistrates yet accountable to the 
public ; then of those which regard proclamations ; 
and, thirdly, which is the point of greatest moment, 
let him prove, that he is worthy of this honour. 
And, should he supplicate to be allowed his own 
method, and should he promise to conclude his de- 
fence with obviating the charge of illegality, grant 
him not this indulgence ; know that, in this, he 
means to engagis in a trial of skill with his tribunaL 
It is not his intention to return at any time to tbia 
great point ; but, as it is a point he can by no mcan$ 
obviate by any equitable plea^ he would divert your 
4 
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attention to other matters, that so you may forget ^ ' ^ . 
the grand article of this impeachment. But a? in ^> 
athletic contests you see the wrestlers struggling 
with each other for the advantage of situation, so, 
in this contest for the state, and for the method of 
his pleading, exert the most incessant and obstinate 
eflfbrts. Suffer him not to wander from the greai^ 
article of illegality ; confine him, watch him, drive 
him to the point in question ; and be strictly guard- 
ed against the evasive windings of his harangue. 

Should ybu decline this strict and regular ex- //- 
amination of the cause, it is but just that I warn 
you of the consequences. The impeached party will 
produce that vile impostor, that robber, that plun-** 
derer of the public He can weep with greater 
case than others laugh ; and, for perjury, is of all 
mankind the most ready. Nor shall I be surprised 
if he should suddenly change his wailings to tlie 
most virulent abuse of those who attend the trial r 
\£ he should declare, that the notorious favourers ot 
oligarchal power are, to a man, ranged cai the side 
9f the accuser, and that th« friends of liberty appear 
as friends to the defendant Bat, should he thus ' -' f 
all^e, his seditious insolence may be at once con^ 
founded by the following reply : ^^ If those citizens 
^^ who brought back the people from their exile in 
^VPhyld, had been like you, Demosthenes, our free 
*• constitution had never been established : but they, 
^* when the most dreadful calamities were impendr 
^^ ing, saved the state by pronouncing one single 
^^ word, Jbjs AMNESTY : (that noble word, thtf 
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" genuine dictate of wisdom,) while you tear open 
** the wounds of your country, and discover more 
*^ solicitude for the composition of your harangues 
•^ than for the interest of the state/' 

When this perjured man comes to demand credit 
to his oaths, remind him of this, that he who hath 
frequently sworn falsely, and yet expects to be be- 
lieved upon his oath, should be favoured by one of 
these two circumstances, of which Demosthenes 
finds neither : his gods must be new, or his audi- 
tors different. As to his tears, as to his passionate 
exertions of voice^ when he cries out, *^ Whither 
^ shall I fly, ye men of Athens ? You banish me 
** from the city, and, alas I I have no place of re- 
•* fuge :** let this be your reply : ^^ And where shall 
•^ the people find refuge ? What provision of allies ? 
** What treasures are prepared ? What resources 
" hath your administration secured ? We all see 
^ what precautions you have taken for your own 
*^ Security : you who have left the city, not, as you 
** pretend, to take up your residence in the Piraeus, 
^ but to «eize the first favourable moment of flying 
•* from your country : you who, to quiet all your 
*^ dastardly fears, have ample provisions secured in 
*^ the gold of Persia, and all the bribes of your ad- 
5' ministration." — But, after all, why these tears ? 
Why these exclamations ? Why this vehemence ? 
Is it not Ctesiphon who stands impeached ? And, 
in a cause where judges are at liberty to moderate 
his punishment. You ^re not engaged in any suit, 
by which either your fortune, or your person, or 
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your reputation may be affected. For what then 
doth he express all this solicitude? For golden 
crowns; for proclamations in the theatre, expressly 
forbidden by the law. The man, who, if the peo- 
ple could be so infatuated, if they could have so 
completely lost all memojry, as to grant him any 
such honour, at a season so improper, should ris? 
in the assembly, and say, *^ Ye men of Athens, I 
*^ accept the crown, but approve not of the time 
*^ appointed for the proclamation. While the city 
*^ wears the habit of a mourner, let not me be 
*' crowned for the causes of her soiTow/' Thid 
would be the language of a truly virtuous man : 
you speak the sentiments of an accursed wretch, the 
malignant enemy of all goodness. And, let no man 
conceive the least fear ; (no, by Hercules, it is not 
to be feared !) that this Demosthenes, this generous 
spirit, this distitiguished hero in war, if disap- 
pointed of the$e honours, shall retire and dispatch 
himself. He, who holds your esteem in such so- 
vereign contempt, that he hath a thousand times 
gashed that accursed head, that head which yet 
•tands accountable to the state, which this man hath 
proposed to crown in defiance of all law. He, who 
hath made a trade of such practices, by commencing 
fuits for wounds inflicted by himself; who is so 
completely battered, that the fury of Midias still re-- 
UMiins imprinted cm his head : — head did I call it ? 
No, it is his estate. 

With respect to Ctesiphon, the author of this 
decree, let me but mention some few particulars. I 
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pass over many things that might be urged, pro- 
posedly to try, whether you can of yourselves, and 
without direction, mark out the men of consum- 
mate iniquity. I then confine myself to such points 
as equally affect them both, and may be urged with 
equal justice against the one and the other. They 
go round the public places^ each possessed with the 
justest notions of his associate, and each declaring 
truths which cannot be denied. Ctesiphon says, 
that for himself he has no fears : he hopes to be 
considered as a man of weakness and inexperience : 
but that his fears are all for the corruption of Demos- 
thenes, bis timidity and cowardice. Demosthenes, 
on the other hand, declares. That with respect to 
himself he hath full confidence, but that he feels 
the utmost apprehensions from the iniquity of Cte- 
siphon, and his abandoned debauchery. When 
these, therefore, pronounce each other guilty, do 
you, their common judges, by no means suffer their 
offences to escape unpunished. 

As to the calumnies with which t am attacked, I 
would prevent their effect by a few observations. I 
am informed that Demosthenes is to urge, that the 
state hath received services from him, but in many 
instances hath been injured by me : the transactions, 
of Philip, the conduct of Alexander, all the crimes b)^ 
them committed, he means to impute to ipe. And, 
so much doth he rely upon his powerful abilities in 
the art of speaking, that he does not confine his ac- 
cusations to any point of administration, in whiqh 
I may hav«been Qoncernedj to any counsels, which 
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I tilay have publicly suggiested : he traduces the re- 
tired p^rt of my life, he imputes my silence as a 
Crime. And, that no one topic may escape his of- 
ficious malice, he extends his accusations even to 
my condufct, when associated with my young com- 
panions in our schools of exercise. The very in- 
troduction of his defence is to contain' a heavy cen- 
sure of this suit. I have commenced the prosecu- 
tion, he Vvill say, Hot to sefve the state, but to dis- 
play my 2eal to Alexander, and to gratify the re- 
s:entment of this prince against him. And (if I am 
truly informed) he means to ask why I now con- 
demn the whole of his administration, although I 
ilever opposed, never impeached, any one part of it 
separately ; and why, after a long course of time, 
in which I scarcely ever was engaged in public bu- 
siness, [ now return to conduct this prosecution ? 

I, ON my part, am by no means inclined to emu- 
late that course of conduct which Demosthenes hath 
pursued : nor am I ashamed of mine own. What- 
ever speeches I have made, I do not wish them un- 
^id ; nor, had I spoken like Demosthenes, could I 
support my being. My silence, Demosthenes, hath 
been occasioned by my life of temperance. I am 
contented with a little : nor do I desire any acces- 
sion which must be purchased, by iniquity. My 
silence, therefore, and my speaking, are the result 
of reason, not extorted by the demands of inordi- 
nate passions. But you are silent, when you have 
received your bribe ; when you have spent it, you 
exclaim. And you speak, not at such times as you 
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foof you had been received ; at whose table you 
cat and dr^nk, and poured out your libations; . 
whose right hand you clasped in yours ; and whom 
you pronounced your friend and host. This very 
man you slew -, and when all these points were fully 
proved by me, in presence of the whcJe city ; whei^ 
I called you murderer of your host, you never at- 
tempted \o deny your impiety ; no ; yoq made an 
answer th^^t r^i^ed a shout of indignation from the 
people and all the strangers in the assembly. You 
said that you esteemed* the salt of Athens more than 
the tallies of fpreigncrs. 

I PASS over the counterfeited letters, the seizing 
of 3pies, the tortures for fictitious crimes, all to load 
me with the odium of uniting with a factioq, to in- 
troduce innpvations in tlie state. Yet .still he mean^ 
to ask me, ^s I am informed, what would be thought 
of that physician, who, while the patient laboured 
under his disorder, neyer should propose the least 
advice, but when he had expired should attend his 
funeral, and there enlarge upon those methods, 
which, if pursued, would have restored his health. 
But you do not ask yourself what must be thought 
of suet a minister asi could aniuse his countrymen 

♦ Io« tsteemid, &q. The expressions [salt] and [tables] were 
^jnofads of friendship^ £iqiillarity, and afieptign. So that this de- 
claration imported no niore than, that any connections he had 
Ibrmed abroad were not to interfere with his duty and attach- 
ibeat to the state. A declaration which might wdl be justified. 
But his hearers either su^>ected bi$ sincerity, or were violently 
transported by that habitual horror which the^ entertained 9/ 
every violation of the ri|;ht$ of hospitality. 
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with flattery, while he betrayed their interest at such 
junctures as might have been improved to their se-' 
curity; while his clamours prevented their true 
friends from speaking in their cause; who should 
basely fly from danger, involve the state in calami- 
ties the most desperate, yet demand the honour of a 
crown for his merit, though author of no one pub- 
lic service, but the cause of all our misfortunes ; who 
should insult those men, whom his malicious prose- 
cutions silenced in those times when we might have 
been preserved,' by asking why they did not oppose 
his misconduct.? If this still remains to be answered, 
they may observe, that, at the time of the fatal 
battle, we had no leisure for considering the pu-i 
nishment due to your oflTences ; we were entirely 
engaged in negociations, to avert the ruin of the 
state. But after this, when you, not contented with 
escaping from justice, dared to demand honours ; 
when you attempted to render your country ridicu- 
lous to Greece; then did I arise, and commence 
this prosecution. 

But, O ye gods ! how can I restrain my indig- 
nation at one thing, which Demosthenes means to 
urge, (as I have been told) and which I shall here 
explain ? He compares me to the Sirens, whose 
purpose is not to delight their hearers, but to de-r- 
stroy them. Even so, if we are to believe him, my 
abilities in speaking, whether acquired by exercise, . 
or given by nature, all tend to the detriment of 
those who grant me their attention. I am bold to 
say, that no man hath a right to urge an allegation 
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of this nature against me ; for it is sbamefal in an 
accuser not to be able to establish his assertions with 
full proof. But, if such , must be urged, surely it 
should not come from Demosthenes ; it should be 
the observation of some military man, who had done 
important services, bat- was unskilled in spMch i 
who repined at the abilities of his antagonist, con- 
scious that he could not display his own actions, 
and sensible that his accuser had the art of persuad- 
ing his audience to impute such actions to him as 
he never had committed. But when a man com- 
posed entirely of words, and these the bitterest and 
most pompously laboured ; when he recui-s to sim^- 
plicity, to artless facts,^who can endure it ? He who 
is but an instrument, take away his tongue, and he 
is nothing. 

I AM utterly at a loss to conceive, and would 
gladly be informed, Athenians, upon what grounds 
you can possibly give sentence for the defendant, 
Can it be because this decree is not illegal? Na. 
public act was ever more repugnant to the laws. 
Or because the author of this decree is not a pro- 
per' object of public justice ? All your examinations 
of men's conduct are no .more, if this man be suf- 
fered to escape. And is not this lamentable, th^ 
formerly your stage was filled with crowns^ of gold, 
conferred by the Greeks upon the people, (as the 
season of our public oitertainraentS' was assigjcied 
for the honours granted by foreigners) ; but now, 
by the ministerial conduct of Pemostbenes^ jxju 
should lose all crowns, all public honours, wh^le - 
he enjoys them in full pomp ? Shoiild any of th^se 
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tragic poets, whose works arc to succeed our public 
proclamations, represent Thersites crowned bj the 
Greeks, no man could endure it, because HomeC 
marks him as a coward and a sycophant; and can 
you imagine that you yourselv<is will not be the de- 
rision of all Greece, if this man be permitted to re- 
ceive his ci:own ? In foritier times, your fathers 
ascribed every thing glorious and illustrious in the 
public fortune^ to the people j transferred the blame 
of every thing meati and dishonourable to bad mi- 
nisters. But, now, Ctesiphon would persuade you 
to divest Demosthenes of his ignominy, aud to cast 
it on the state. You acknowledge that you are fa- 
voured by fortune ; and justly, for you arc so fa- 
voured ; and will you now declare by your sentence 
that fortuqte hath abandoned you ; that Demosthe- 
nes hath been your only benefactor ? Will you pro- 
ceed to the last absurdity, and, in the very same 
tribunals^^ condemn those tp infamy, whom you have 
detected in corruption ; and yet confer a crown 
dn him whose whole administration, you arc 
sensible, hath been one series of corruption ? 
Bi our public spectacles, the judges of our com^ 
mbn dancers are at once fined, if they decide un-^ 
justly; and will you, who are appointed judges, 
jiot of dancing, but of the laws, and of public 
jfii^ue, ponfer honours' not agreeably to the laws^ 
not on a few, and those most Eminent in merit, 
but on any man who can establish his influence 
|3y intriguer? A judge who can descend to this 
leaves the tribunal, after having^ reduced himself 
to a state of weakness, and ^strengthened the power 
of an orator. For^ in a democratical state^ eveiy 
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man hath a sort of kingly power founded on thtf 
laws, and on onrpuUic acts; but, when hie resigns 
these into the hands of another, he himself subverts 
his ov/n sovereignty. And then the consciousness 
of that oath, by which his sentence was to have 
been directed, pursues him with remorse. In the 
violation of that oath, consists his great guilt ; while 
the obligation he confers is a secret to the favoured 
party, as his sentence is given by private ballots 

\ It appears to me, Athenians, that our imprudent 
measures have been attended with some degree of 
lucky fortune, as well as no small danger to the stat^. 
For that you, the majority, have, in these times, re-^ 
signed the whole strength of ypur free government 
into the hands of a fe\y, I by no n>eans approve. 
But that we have not been overwhelmed by a tor* 
rent of bold and wicked speakers, is a proof of our 
good fortune. In former times the state produced 
such spirits, as found it easy to subvert the govern- 
ment, while they amused their fellow-citizens with 
flattery. And thus was the constitution dertroyed, 
^ not by the men we most feared, but by those in 
whom we most confided ^^ Some of them united 
publicly with the Thirty, and put to death more 
tlian fifteen hundred of our citizens, without trial ; 
without suffering them to know the crimes for which 
they vvere thus condemned ; without admitting their 
relations to pay the common rites of intermit tp 
their bodies. Will you not then keep your mi- 
nisters under your own power? Shall not the 
men, now so extravagantly elated, be sent away 
(July humbled ? And cau it be forgottep^ that na 
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ipan ever hath attempted to destroy our constitution, 
until he had first made himself superior to our 
tribunals ? 

Anp here, in your presence, would I gladly enter 
info a discussion with the author of this decree, as 
to the nature of those services, for which he desires 
that Demosthenes should be crowned. If you al- 
l^&^i agreeably to the first clause Of the decree, that 
he hath surrounded our walls with an excellent in- 
trenchment ; I must declare my surprise. Surely 
the guilt of haying rendered such a work necessary, 
f^r outweighs the merits of its execution. It is not 
he who hai5 strengthened our fortifications, who 
hath digged our intrenchments, who hath disturbed 
the tonibs of our ancestors*, that should deipand the 
honours of a patriot minister, hut he who hath 
procured son^e intrinsic services to the state. If 
you have recourse to the second clause, where you 
presume to say th^t he is a good man, and hath 
ever persevered in speaking and acting for the inte- 
rest of the people^ strip ypqr decree of its vain glo- 

* TJie tomhs of our ancestor^, &c. To understand this, it must* 
be observed that Themistocles, who built these walls, of which' 
Demosthenes was pbarged with the repair, had ordered that thQ 
materials should hp instantly collected frpm ^11 places without 
distinction, publip or private, profane or sacred, (^uod factum 
est, saith Corpelius Nepos, ut Athemensium ^uri ^x sacellis sepitl- 
cnviisQXiz constarent. Thus the speaker had a feir opportunity 
not only for detracting from the merit pf his rlvgl, ^t for con-i 
yerting it intb an heinous crime : no less than that of violatiug 
those toml^s of their ancestors^ which had made part of their forn. 
^ifications. 
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rious pomp ; adhere to facts ; and prove what you 
have asserted. I shall not press you with the in- 
stances of his corruption, in the affairs of Aniphissa 
and Euboea. But, if you attempt to transfer the 
merit of the Theban alliance to Demosthenes, you 
but impose on the men who are strangers to affairs, 
and insult those who are acquainted with them, 
and see through your falsehood. By suppressing 
all mention of the urgent juncture, of the illustrious 
reputation of these our fellow-citizens, the real 
causes of this alliance, you fancy that you have ef- 
fectually concealed your fraud, in ascribing a merit 
to Demosthenes^ which really belongs to the state. 
And now I shall endeavor to explain the" greatness 
of this arrogance, by one striking example. The 
king of Persia, not long before the descent of Alex- 
ander into Asia, dispatched a letter to the state, ex- 
pressed in all the insolence of a barbarian. His 
shocking and unmannered licence appeared in every 
part ; but, in the conclusion, particulary, he ex- 
pressed himself directly, thus : " I will not grant 
A " you gold: trouble me not with your demands; 
D \ ii ^1^^ s|^3\l nQi; }qq gratified." And yet this man, 
"when he found himself involved in all his present 
difficulties, without any demand from Athens, bat 
freely, and of himself, sent thirty talents to the state 
which were most judiciously rejected. It was the 
juncture of affairs, and his terrors, and his pressing 
want of an alliance, which brought this sum : the 
very chutes Which effected the alliancfi of Thebes. 
You are ever sounding in our ears the name of 
Thebes, you are ever teasing us with the repetition 
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of that unfortunate alliance: but not one word is 
ever suffered to escape, of those seventy talents of 
Persian gold, which you diverted from the public 
service into your own coffers. Was it not from the jL^^ 
want of money, from the want of only five talents, 
that the foreign troops refused to give up the citadel 
to the Thebans ? Was it not from the want of nine 
talents of silver, that, when the Arcadians were 
drawn out, and all the leaders prepared to march, 
the whole expedition was defeated ? But you are in 
the midst of affluence, you have treasures to satisfy 

your sensuality, and to crown all while 

he enjoys .the royal wealth, the dangers all devolve 
on you. 

-The absurdity of these men well deserves to be ^2- - 
considered. Should Ctesiphon presume to call -' 
upon Demosthenes to speak before you, and should 
he rise and lavish his praises upon himsdf, to hear 
him would be still more painful than all you have 
suffered by his conduct. Men of reahmerit, men 
of whose numerous and glorious 'services we are 
clearly sensible, are not yet endured when they 
speak their own praises. But when a man, the 
scandal of his country, sounds his own encomium^ 
^ho can hear such arrogance with any temper? - ..< 
No, Ctesiphon, if you have sense, avoid so shame- '/ '^ 
less a procedure j make your defence in person,. ' 
You cannot recur to the pretence of any inability 
for speaking. It would be absurd,, that you, who 
suffered yourself to be chosen ambassador to CJeo-. 
patra, J?hilip*s daughter, in order to present our 
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33 i eondolements on the death of Alexander, king ot 
the Molossi, should now plead such an inabilityi 
if you were capable of consoling a woman of ano- 
ther country, in the midst of her grief, cart you de- 
cline the defence of a decree for which yoii at^ well 
fy2> paid? Or is he to whom you grant this crown, 
^ such a man as must be totally unknown, even iO 

those on whom he hath conferred his services, un^ 
kss you have an advocate to assist you ? Ask the 
judges, whether they know Chabrias, and Iphi-^ 
crates, and Timotheus. Ask for what reason they 
made them presents, and raised their statues. With 
one voice they will instantly reply, that to Chabrias 
they granted these honours, on account of the sei- 
fight at Naxos -, to Iphicrates, because he cut off 
the detachment of Lacedemonians ; to Timotheus^ 
on account of his expedition to Corcyra ; and to 
others, as the reward of those many and glorious 
services which each performed in war. Ask them 
again, why they refuse the like honours to Demos-- 
thenes; they will answer, because he is a corrupted 
ij^ hireling, a coward, and a deserter. Crown him ! 
>^ would this be to confer an honour on Demosthenes ? 
Would it not rather be to disgrace yourselves, and 
those brave men who fell in battle for their coun- 
try ? Imagine that you see these here, roused to in- 
dignation, attbe thoughts of granting him a crown. 
Hard, indeed^ would be the case, if we remove* 

^Ifioe reimve, &c. Draco the lawgiver had enacted this law 
lor exterminating even such inanimate beings as had occasioned 
t<ho death of a citizen^ in ordeo (as it seems) to inspire ^ peculiar 
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speechless and senseless beings from our borders, — '. 
such as blocks and stones, when by accident they 
have crushed a citizen to death ; if, in the case of 
self-murder, we bury the hand that committed the 
deed separate from the rest of the body ; and yet that 
we should confer honours on Demosthenes, on him^ 
who was the author of the late expedition, the 
jnan who betrayed our citizens to destruction.^' This 
would be to insult the dead, and to damp the ar- 
dour of the living, when they see that the prize 
of all their virtue is death, and that their memory 
must perish. 

But to urge the point of greatest moment : should 
any of your sons demand by what examples they 
are to form their lives, how would you reply ? For ^Lj4^ 
yoii well know thalrit is not only by bodily e&rcises, 
by seminaries of learning, or by instructions in 
music, that pur youth is trained, but much more ef- 
fectually by public examples. Is it proclaimed in 
the theatre that a man is honoured witb a crown, 
for his virtue, his magnanimity, and his patriotism, 
who yet proves to be abandoned and profligate in 
his life? 'The youth who sees this is corrupted. 
Is public justice inflicted on a man of base and 
scandalous vices like Ctesiphon ? This affords excel- 
lent instruction td others. Doth the judge, who 
has given a sentence repugnant to honour and to •.. 

horror of homicide [the crime most to bc-guarded against among 
a people not yet completely civilized]. Arid it may be proper to 
observe that Solon, who abolished the laws of Draco as too severe, 
m,eddled not with those which related lo homidide, but left them 
in full force. Tourreix.. 
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justice, return borne and instruct his son ? That 
son is well warranted to reject his instruction. 
Advice in such a case may well t)e called imperti- 
nence. Not then as judges only, but as guardians 
of the state, g^ve your voices in such a manner, that 
you may approve your conduct to those absent ci- 
tizens who may inquire what hath been the de- 
cision. You are not to be informed, Athenians, 
that the reputation of our country must be such as 
theirs who receive its honours. And surely it must 
be scandalous to stand in the same point of view, 
not. with our ancestors, but with the unmanly base- 
ness of Demosthenes. 

How then may such infamy be avoided? By 
guarding against those, who affect the language of 
patriotism and public spirit, but whose real cha- 
racters are traitorous. Loyalty and the love of li- 
berty, are words that lie ready for every man. And 
they are more prompt to seize them, whose actions 
are the most repugnant to such principles. When- 
ever, therefore, you have found a man solicitous for 
foreign crowns, and proclamations of honours, 
granted by the Greeks^ oblige him to have rccouree 
to that conduct which the law prescribes; to found 
his pretensions and proclamations on the true 
basis, the integrity of his life, and the exact re- 
gnUtion of his manners. Should he not produce 
tbisevidence of his merit, refuse your sanctions to his 
honours; support the freedom of your constitution 
,^t) which is now felling from you. Can you reflect 
without indlgnatidn, ^that our fcnate and our 
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assembly are neglected with conterapt, while let- 
ters and deputations are sent to private houses, 
not from inferior personages, but from the highest 
potentates in Asia and in Europe, and for purposes 
declared capital by the laws ? That there arc men 
who are at no pains to conceal their part in such 
transactions ; who avow it in the presence of the peo- 
ple ; who openly compare the letters ; some of w^om 
direct you to turn your eyes on them, as the guar- 
dians of their constitution ; others demand public 
honours as the saviours of their country ?/ While ^ .? 
the people, reduced by a series of dispiriting events, 
as it were to a state of dotage, o r otruok with in ■ 
fatuotiott^ regard only the name of freedom, but re- 
sign all real power into the hands of others. So that 
yoa retire from the assembly, not as from a public 
deliberation^ but as from an entertainment, where 
each inan hath paid his club, and received his share. 

That this is a serious truth, let me ofFer some- * " 
thing to convince you. There was a njan (it grieves A^^^ 
me to dwell so often on the misfortunes of the state) 
of a private statign, who, for the bare attempt of 
making a voyage to Samos, was, as a traitor to his 
country, put instantly to death by the council of -|^ 

Areopagus. Another private man, wh(»e timid U,"^^^^"^ '^'^ 
spirit, unable to support the general consternation, 
had driven him to Rhodes, was not long since im- 
peached, and escaped only by the equality of voices : ^5 ^ 
had but one vote more been given for his condem- 
nation, banishment or death must have been hii 
fate. To these let us oppose the case now before 

Y9XS. !!• E 
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US. A popular orator, the cause of all our calami- 
ties, is found guilty of desertion in the field. This 
man claims a crown, and asserts his right to the 
honour of a proclamation. And shall not this 
wretch, the common pest of Greece, be driven from 
our borders? or shall we not seize and drag to 
execution this public plunderer, whose harangues 
enable him to steer his piratical course through our 
government? Think on this critical season, in which 
you are to give your voices. In a few days, the 
Pythian games are to be celebrated, and the con- 
vention of Grecian states to be collected. There 
^hall our state be severely censured, on account of 
the late measures of Demosthenes. Should you 
crowp him, you must be deemed accessaries to those 
who violated the general peace. If, on the con- 
traryi you reject the demand, yon will clear the state_ 
from all imputation. v> Weigh this clause riiaturely, 
as the interest not of a foreign state, but of your 
owii : and do not lavish your honours inconsider- 
ately: confer them with a scrupulous delicacy; 
and let them be the distinctions of exalted worth 
and merit. Nor be contented to hear, but look 
round you, where your own interest is so intimately 
concerned, and see who are the men that support 
Demosthenes. Are they his former companious in 
the chase, his associates in the manly exercises of his 
youth ? No, by the Olympian Grod ; he never was 
employed in rousing the wild boar, or in any such 
exercise's as render the body vigorous : he was solely 
engaged in iht Sordid arts of fraud and ciicuoi- 
yention. 
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T And, let not his arrogance escape; your attention ^5h 
, ' when he tells you, that, by his embassy, he wrested 

Byzantium from the hands of Philip ; (hat his elo- ^'T/ 
quence prevailed on the Acarnani^ns to revolt ; his ' 
eloquence transported the souls of the Thebans. He 
thinks that you are sunk to such a degree of weak' 
ness, that he may prevail on you to believe that you 
harbour the very genius of persuasion in your city, 
and not a vile sycophant. And, when at the con^ i 5^7 
elusion of his defence, he calls up his accomplices 
in corruption as his advocates, then imagine that 
we see the great benefactors of your country, in this 
place from whence I speak, arrayed against the vil- 
lainy of those men : Solon, the man who adorned 
otir free constitution with the noblest laws, the 
philosopher, the renowned legislator, entreating you^ 
vtith that decent griavity which distinguished his 
character, by no means to pay a greater regard to 
the speeches of Demosthenes, than to your oaths 
and laws: Aristides, who was suffered to prescribe X^^^ 
to the Greeks their several subsidies^ whose daugh* 
ters received their portions frop the people at hijB 
decease; roused to indignation at this insult on 
public justice, and asking, whetl^r you are not 
ashamed that, when your fathers banished Arth- 
mius* the Zelian, who brought in gold from Persia; 
when they were scarcely restrained from killing a 
man connected with the people in the most sacred 
ties, and, by public proclamation, forbade him to 
appear in Athens, or in any part of the Athenian 



» Arthmlus, Sec. See note *, p. 190, vol. \, on Philipp? 3. 
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, 6^ territory, — yet you are going to crown Demosthenes 
with a gdden crown, who did not bring in gold 
fit)tn Persia, but received bribes himself, and still 
possesses them. And, can you imagine but that 
Thcmistocles, aad those who fell at Marathon, and 
those who died at Plataea, and the very sepulchres 
of our ancestors, must groan, if you confer a crowa 
on this man, who confessedly united with the bar- 
barians against the Greeks ? 

Akb, now, hear witness for ipe, thou Earth, 
thou Sun, O Virtue and Intelligence, and thou, O 
.£mdilixuv-which teachest us the just distinction 
between vice and goodness,. I have stood up, I have 
fspoken in the cause of justice. If I have supported 
my prosecution with a dignity befitting its impor- 
tance, I have spoken as my wish^ dictated ; if too 
deficiently, — as my abilities admitted. Let what 
bath now been qffered, and what your own thoughts 
must supply, be duly weighed, and pronounce such 
a sentence as Justice and the interests of the statf 
Remand. 
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THE ORATION 



OP 



I^&MOST HEMES 

ON THE 

V. 

C R O W N. 

In the first place, ye men of Athens, I ftiake my 
prayer to all the powers of heaven, that such affec- 
tion as I have ever invariably discovered to this state 
and all its citizens, you now may entertain for me, 
upon this present trial. And, (what concerns you 
nearly, what essentially concerns your religion and 
your honour,) — that the gods may so dispose your 
minds, as to permit me to proceed in my defence, not 
as directed by my adversary, (that would be severe 
indeed !) but by the laws, and by your oath ; in 
which, to all the other equitable clauses, we find 
this expressly added — each party shall have 
EQUAL AUDIENCE. This imports not merely, that 
you shall not prejudge, not merely that the same 
impartiality shall be shewn to both ; but istill far^ 
ther, that the contending parties shall each be left , 

R 4 
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at full liberty to arranges and to conduct his plead- 
ing, as his choice or judgment may determine. 

In many instances hath -^schines the entire 
-^ advantage in this cause. Two there are of more 

especial moment. First, as to our interests in the 
contest, we are on terms utterly unequal ; for they 
arc by no means points of equal import, for me to 
be deprived of your affections, and for him to be 
defeated in his prosecution. As to me — but, when 
I am' entering on my defence, let me suppress 
every thing ominous, sensible as I must be of this 
the advantage of my adversary. — In the next place, 
such is the natural disposition of mankind, that in- 
vective and accusation are heard with pleasure, 
while they who speak their own praises are re- 
/L ceivcd with impatience. His, then, is the part 

which commands a favourable acceptance; that 

» To arrange. &c. This is a liberty the orator hath aceordingly 
assumed, and most artfblly and happily. Under the pretence of 
guarding against all prepossessions, he first enters into a full detail 
of public affairs, and sets his own servicT^ in the fairest point of 
view. Having thus gained the hearts of his hearers, then he 
ventures on the points of la\y relative to his accounts, &c. And 
these he soon dismisses, with an affected contempt of his adyer- 
sarj, and a perfect confidence in the merits of his own caose. 
Then come his objections to the character of -the prosecutor, 
which naturally led him round again to the history of his own 
administration, the point on which he chiefly relied j and where 
he bad the finest occasions^of displayii^ his own merits, andof 
loading iHschines and his adherents with ' the heaviest impota* 
tioni, as traitors to the state, and malicious enemies to those who 
^ were distinguished by their zeal in support of her rights and 
dignity. ^ 
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which must prove offensive to every single hearer is 
reserved for me. If, to guard against this disad* 
vantage, I should decline all mention of my own 
actions, I know not by what means I could refute 
the charge, or establish my pretensions to this ho- 
nour. If, on the other hand, I enter into a detail 
of my whole conduct, private and political, I must 
be obliged to speak perpetually of myself. Here, 
then, I shall endeavour to preserve all possible mo- 
deration 5 and, what the circumstances of the case 
necessarily extort from me must, in justice, be im* 
puted to him who first moved a prosecution so ex- 
traordinary. 

I PRESUME, ye judges, ye will all acknowledge, r 
that in this cause Ctesiphon and I are equally con- 
cerned ; that it calls for my attention no less than 
his. For, in every case, it is grievous and severe to 
be deprived of our advantages j and especially when 
they are wrested from us by an enemy. But to be 
deprived of your favour and affections, is a misfor- 
tune the most severe, as these are advantages the 
most important. And if such be the object of the ^ 
present contest, I hope, and it is my general request 
to this tribunal, that, while I endeavour to defend 
myself fairly and equitably, against this charge, ye 
will hear me as the laws direct, those laws, which 
their first author, Solon, the man so tender of our 
interests, so true a friend to liberty, secured, not by 
enacting only, but by the additional proviaon of 
that oath imposed on you, ye judges, not, as I con^ *! 
ceive, from »ny suspicion of yX)ur int^rity, but 
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from a clear conviction, that, as the prosecutor^, who 
is first to speak, hath the advantage of loading 
his adversary with invectives and calumnies, the 
defendant could not possibly prevail against thcm^ 
unless each of you, who are to pronounce sentence, 
should, with a reverend attention to that duty 
which you owe to heaven, favourably admit the just 
defence of him who is to answer, vouchsafe an 
impartial and equal audience to both parties, and 
thus form your decision, on all that hath been 
urged by both. 

As I am, on this day, to enter into an exact de- 
tail of all my conduct, both in private life, and in 
ihy public administration, here permit me to repeat 
those supplications to the gods with which I first 
began, and, in your presence, to ofier up my pray- 
ers, first, that I may be received by you, on this oc- 
casion, with the same affection which I have ever 
felt for this state and all its citizens ; and, in the 
next place, that heaven may direct yout minds to 
that determination which shall prove most condu- 
cive to the general honour of all, and most exactly 
consonant to the religious engagements of each in* 
dividual. 

Had .^chines confined his accusation to those 
points only on which he founded his impeachment, 
I too should have readily proceeded to support the 
hgality of the decree. But, as he hath been no less 
copious upon other subjects, as he hath pressed me 
with varipus allegations, most of them the grossest 
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falsehoods, I deem it neceflary, and it is but just 
that I first speak a few words of these, that none of 
you may be influenced by matters foreign to the 
tause, and no prepossessions conceived against me 
when I come to the chief point of my defence. 

As to all that scandalous abase which he hath 
vented against my private character, mark, on what 
a plain and equitable issue I rest the whole. If 
you knoAv me to be such a man as he alleges, (for 
I am no stranger, my life hath been spent among 
you,) sufi^er me not to speak, no, though my public 
administration may have had the most transcendent 
merit ; rise up at ionce, and pronounce my condem- 
nation. But if you have ever esteemed, if you 
have known me to be much superior to him, of a 
family more reputable; inferior to no citizen of 
common rank, either in character or birth, (to say 
more might seem arrogant and offensive,) then let 
him be denied all confidence in other matters; for 
here is a plain proof that he hath equally been false 
in ^11 ; and let me be now favoured with the same 
regard which I have experienced on many former 
trials.— Yes, jEschines ! depraved as is your heart, 
your understanding here appears equally depraved! 
To imagine that I could be diverted from the ac- 
count of all my political transactions, by turning 
aside to these your personal scurrilities : I shall not 
proceed thus : I am not not so infatuated ; no, I 
shall first examine all that falsehood apd virulence 
with viciich you have loaded my administration ; 
and then -proceed to those calumnies with which 
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hfc hath so licentiously abused my private character, 
if this audience can endure the odicms detail. 

\ ^ "To proceed then to the articles on which I am 

accused. Thf se are many and grievous j some of 
that kind, against which the laws denounce severe, 
nay the utmost, punishments. But the whole 
scheme of this prosecution discovers all the rancour 
of enmity, all the extravagance, and virulence, and 
insolence of malice; which, I call the gods to 
witness, is neither right, nor constitutional^ nor just 

I ^ True it is, that no man should be denied the privi- 
lege of appearing and speaking before the people ; 
but this privile^ never should be perverted to the 
purposes of animosity and envy. Yet^ this hath h^ 
abused it. For, had he really been witness of my 
crimes against the state, and of crimes «o heinous, 
as he hath now set forth with such theatrical so- 
lemnity, he might have resorted to tlie legal pu- 
nishments, while the facts were recent ; had be seen 
me acting so as to merit an impeachment, he might 

I A. have impeached ; had I proposed illegal decrees, he 
might in due form have accused me of illegal de- 
crees 5 or whatever other crimes his malice hath 
now falsely urged against me, whatever other in- 
stances of guilt he bad discovered in my conduct ; 
there are laws against them all, there are punish^ 
ments, there are legal forms of procedure, which 
might have condemned me to the severest penalties^ 

a In the common editions of the original, this whole passage is 
embarrassed and confused. The translator hath followed the ar- 
rangement of Dir. Taylor. " • 
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Here was his resource. And did it appear that he 
had proceeded thus, that he had thus embraced the 
legal advantages against me, then had he been con-.* , 
«istent in the present prosecution. But now, as he \ 
hath deviated from the regular and equitable me* 
thod ; as he hath declined all attempts to convict 
me, while the facts were recent^ and, aftei' so Jong 
gn interval, hath collected such an heap of calumny 
of ribaldry and scandal -, it is evident he but acts a 
part J while I am the person really accused, he af- 
fects the form of proceeding only against this man : 
while, on the very face of the prosecution, there ap- 
pears a malicious design against me, he dares not 
point his malice at the real object, but labours to |b 
destroy the reputation of another. So that, to all 
the other arguments obvious to be urged, with all 
the force of truth, in defence of Ctesiphon, I might 
fairly add one more : That, whatever be our par- 
ticular quarrels, justice requires that they should be 
discussed between ourselves; that we ourselves, I 
say, should support the contest, and not seek for 
aome innocent victim to sacrifice to our animpsi* 
ties. This i^ the severest injustice. No ! he can- 
pot pursue Ctesiphon on my account ; and that he 
Jiath not directed his impeachment against mc can 
proceed but from a consciousness that such im*^ 
peachnaei^t cpttld not be supported. 

Herb then I may rest my cause, as it is natural \^ 
to conclude from what hath now been offered, that 
all the -several articles of Ujs accus.ition must be 
equally unjust, ^ equally devoid of truth. But 
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it is my purpose' to examine them distinctly, one 
by one; and especially his injurious falsehoods re- 
lative to the Peace and Embassy, where he would 
transfer the guilt of those actions upon me, which 
he himself committed, in conjunction with Philo- 
crates. And here, my felloyy-citizens, it is necessary, 
nor is it foreign to the purpose, to recall to your re- 
membrance the state of our affairs in those times, 
thatj together with each conjuncture, ye may havQ 
a clear view of each particular transaction. 

At that period, then, when the Phocian war 
^^ broke out, (not by my means, for I had no share in 
public business at that time,) such were, in the first 
place, the dispositions of this state, that we wished 
the safety of the Phocians, although we saw the in- 
justice oT their conduct ; and what calamity soever 
the Thebads rtiight have suffered would have given 
us pleasure, as we were incensed, and not without 
reason and justice, against this people : indeed they 
had not used their Success at Leucira with mode- 
ration. Then Peloponnesus was all divided : those 
•who hated the Lacedemonians were not strong 
enough to destroy them ; nor could the governors^ 
appointed by Lacedemon, maintain their authority 
in the severalcities: but they, and all, ;were every 
where involved in desperate contention and disorder. 
y\ Philip, perceiving this, (for it was no secret) and 
lavishing bis gold on the traitors in the several 
states, aided the confusion, and inflamed them still 
more violently against each other. Thus did he 
contrive to make the faults and errors of other men 
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subservient to his own interests, so as to rise to that 
height of power which threatened all Greece. And 
now, when men began to sink under the calamity 
of a long- protracted war ; when the then insolent, 
but now unhappy Thebans, were on the point of 
being compelled, in the face of Greece, to fly to you 
for protection ; Philip, to prevent this, to keep the 
states from uniting, promised a peace to you; to 
them a reinforcement. What was it, then, which i-^ 
so far conspired with his designs, that you fell into 
the snare by an error almost voluntary ? The cow^ 
ardice shall I call it ? Or the ignorance of the other 
Greeks ? Or rather a combination of both ? Who, 
while you were maintaining a tedious and incessant 
war, and this in the common cause, (as was evident 
in fact) never once provided for your support, either 
by money, or by troops, or by any assistance what- 
ever. This conduct you received with a just and a 
becoming resentment, and readily listened to the 
overtures of Philip. Hence were you prevailed on 
to grant the peace, not by any promises of mine, as 
he hath /alsely asserted. And it must appear, upon 
a -fair examination, that the iniquity and corruption 
of these men, in the course of that treaty, have been 
the real cause of all our present difficulties. But ^j 
I shall now proceed to a faithful and exact detail of 
this whole transaction ; conscious, that, if any in- 
stances of guih ever so heinous should appear in it, 
not one can be fairly charged on me. 
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The first who* ever moved or mentioned a peace 
was Aristodemus the player. The man who se- 
conded his instances, and proposed the decree, and 
who, with him, had hired out his services on this 
occasion, was Philocrates, your accomplice, JEs- 
chines, not mine: no ! though you roar out your 
falsehoods till you burst. — ^They who united with 
them in support of this measure, (from what mo- 
tives I shall not now inquire) were Eubulus and 
Cephisophon. I had no part in it at alL And 
though this be really the fact, though it be proved 
by the evidence of truth itself, yet so abandoned is 
he to all sense of shame, as to dare not only to assert 
that I was the author of this peace, but that I pre- 
vented the state from concluding it in conjunction 

with the general assembly of the Greeks. O 

ihou — by what name can I properly call thee ? 
When thou wert present, when thou sawest me de- 
priving the state of an interest so important, a con- 
junction of such moment, as thou now dcscribest 
with so much pomp, didst thou express thy indig- 
nation ? Didst thou rise up, to explain, to enforce, 
that guilt of which thou now accusest me ? And, 
had Philip purchased this my important service of 
preventing the union of the Greeks, surely it was 
not thy part to be silent, but to.ery aloud, to testify, 
to inform these thy fellow-citizens. But this was 
never done : thy voice was never once heard on thia 

« Thi first ivho^ &c. The particulars of this whole negociation 
are related at large in the third book of the History of the Life 
^ Philip. 
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occasion.— And, in fact, no embassy was at that 
time sent to any of the Grecian states : they had all 
discovered their sentiments long before ; such is the 
absurdity of his assertions* And, what is sCill worse, )/f 
these his falsehoods are principally directed against 
the honour of our state. For, if you called on the 
otlier Greeks to take up arms, and at the same time 
sent out your ministers to Philip to treat for peace, 
this was the act of an Eurybatus, not the part of 
this city, not the procedure of honest men. But 
this is not the fact : np ! For what purpose could 
ye have sent to them at that period ? For a peace ? 
They were all at peace. For a war ? We were then 
actually deliberating about the treaty. Upon the 
whole, therefore, it doth not appear that I was at all 
the agent, or at all the author of this first peace : 
nor can be produce the least reasonable evidence to 
support those other felsehoods he hath urged against 
me. 

Ao AiK, from the time when this state had agreed < ^ 
to peace, examine fairly what course of conduct 
Mch of us adopted. Thus you will clearly sec 
who was Philip's agent upon every occasion ; who 
acted fcMT you, and sought the real interest of hii 
country* 

I, ojtf ipy part, proposed av decree in the senate, 
that our ambassadors should embark, with all ex- 
pedition, for such place as they were informed was 
tlje present residence of Philip, and receive his oaths 
oif ratification. But they, ev^n after my (Jepree h^d 

VOL. II. Sr , 
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passed, dcelincd to pay the due obedience. — ^And 
. lierc, Athenians! I must explain the import and 
y^ moment of this my decree. It was the interest 
of Philip, that the interval between our acceding 
and his swearing to the treaty should be as long, 
yours, that it should be as short, as possible. And 
why ? You had abandoned all warlike [M^arations^ 
not only from the day when you had sworn to the 
J)eace, but from the moment you had first con- 
ceived an expectation of it : he, on the contrary, 
redoubled his attention* to all military afiairs, 
through the whole intervening period ; concluding^ 
(and it proved a just conclusion,) that whatever 
places he could wrest from us, previoudy to hii 
oaths of ratification, he might retain them all se- 
curely, and that no one could think of rescinding 
Ia the treaty upon that account. This I foresaw ; I 
weighed it maturely, and hence proposed this de- 
cree, that they should repair to Philip, and receive 
his oaths, with all expedition ; that so he should be 
obliged to ratify the treaty, while the Thracians, 
your allies, yet kept possession of those places, tha 
object of this man*s ridicule, Serrium, Myrtium, 
and Ergyskfe: not that Philip, by seizing such of 
them as were most convenient to his purposes, 
should become master of all Thrace ; not that he 
should acquire \ust treasures; not that he should 
gain large reinforcements, and thus execute all his 

./^ future schemes with ease. Here is a decree 

which .^Eschines hath never mentioned, never 
quoted. But, because I moved in the senate, thit 
the ambassadors of Maccdon should be introduced. 
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he inveighs against me as highly criminal* What 
should X have done? Was I to move, that they 
should not be introduced? The men who came 
purposely to treat with us ? Was I to forbid, that 
^ny seats should be appointed for them in the 
theatre ? Why, they might have purchased seats at 
the common trifling price ! Was I to show my con- 
cern for Athens by such minute savings, while, Kke 
him and his accomplices, I sold our capital interests 

to Philip ? No ! ^Take my decree, which he,. 

though well acquainted with it, hath passed over in 
silence. — Read ! 

The tiecirei. 

** In the archonship of Mnesiphilus, oil the ninc- 
** teenth day of the month Ecatombason, the Pan-'* 
*^ dionian tribe presiding, — Demosthenes, son oi 
^^ Demosthenes^ of the Paeanian tribe, proposed the 
** following decree : 

^' Whereas Philip, by his amba^adors sent td 
*• Athens to confer about a peace, hath agreed an<i 
** concluded on the terms:, it is resolved by the 
'* senate and people of Athens, in order to the final 
*^ execution of this treaty, agreeably to the rescdu- 
*^ tions and conventions of a former assembly, tha* 
^^ five ambassadors be chosen from the community 
*^ of Athens: which ambassadors thus chosen shall 
** depart, and without delay, repair to stieh place 
** as th^ shall be informed is the place of Philip'^i 
f^ residence, and, with a^U possible exped^t]ioli| 
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^ mutaally itccire and take the oaths necessary fot 
^ ratificaticm of the treaty conclnded^ a* aforesaid, 
•* with the people of Athens, including the allies 
^ on each side, — ^The persons chosen into this 
V coiDmissioti are Eobulus, ^chines^ Cephisophon, 
• Democrates, aind Cleon/' 

^^ When, by this decree, I had approved my at- 

tachment to the state, not to the interests of Philips 
our excellent ambassadors sat down in perfect indif^ 
ference, three whole months, in Macedon, although^ 
within the space of ten, or rather of three or lour 
days, they might have- arrived at the Hellespont^ 
tendered the oaths, and thus saved the towns before 
he had reduced them. — For, he would not have at- 
tempted the kast hostility in our presence ; or, if 
he bod, tve might have refused his ratification, and 
disappointed his hopes of peace : for, he could not 
have enjoyed both ; a peace and bis conquests also; 

Such was the first instance of Philip's artifice in 
-^^ fins negdciation, and of the corruption of these 
%^icked men; for which I then denounced, and 
tidtv, and ever must, denounce perpetual war and 
^position against these enemies of Heavwu— f 
proceed to point out another, and a still more fla* 
graht instance of iniquity. — When Philip had, in 
-^ ^ due form, acd^ded to the treaty, having firirt pos* 
iessed himself of Thrace, by means of tho^e mr- 
ftisters t^ho refused obedience to my detree, he 
bribed them once again not to depart from Mace- 
«ton, until he ha4«pmpleted his ftm^oieat against 
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tiie Hiocians ; lest a fair report of his designs and 
preparations should prompt you to ksue forth^ steer 
your course to Thermopyte, as on a former* ooca'# 
sion ; and block up the 3treights of Eoboea with 
your navy. He resolved that the news of his pre^ 
parations^ and his passage through the streights^ 
should arrive together. Afid such were hia appre«» ^ \^ 
hensions^ such the violence of his terror, lesti when 
he had gained the streigbts, before be had com- 
pleted the destruction of Phocis, ye should be in« 
bxmed of his motions, resolve to asast this state, 
and thus defeat his grand design ; diat he again 
Ix'ibed this wretch, not in conjunction with the 
other deputies, but now apart, and by himsdf, to 
make such representations, and to give you sudi 
assurances, as effectually ruined all our intesests. 

And here, my fellow-citiwus, I desire, I beseech ^jl 
you to bear in mind, throu^ the whole course of 
this dispute^ that, if ,£schines had urged nothing 
against noe foreign to his oause, I too should havi^ 
confined myself to the gi eat point in contest, fiat 
as he hath recurred to every charge, evf ry invective 
which malice could suggest, it becomes necessary 
for me to m^e sofoe $hort reply to all the several 
crimes alleged against me. 

What then were the declarations which he made ^ ^ 
at this juncture, and which proved so fatal to our 
intereBts? That you ought not to be violently 

■ ■ ■* ■ ' - ■ 
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alarmed at Philip's passage through the streights ; 
that the event would answer to your most sanguine 
wishes, if you but continued quiet; that in two or 
three days you should hear, that he had entered 
' into strict friendship with those who seemed the 
object of his hostilities, and that he had become 
their enemy, with whom he now united. ** For it 
^^ is not words,'* said he, in all the solemnity of 
language, ** that form the strict band of friendship, 
^^ but a similarity of interests. And it is equally 
*^ the interest of all, of Philip, of the Phocians, and 
i^ of Athens, to be relieved from t)ie insolence and 

5I0 <^ stupidity of the Thebans." — ^And what were the 
immediate consequences ? The unhappy Phocians 
were speedily destroyed, and their cities razed to 
their foundations: you. who had relied on his as- 
, surapces, and continued quiet, were shortly obliged 
to leave your lands desolate, and collect your pro- 
perty within these walls^ while he received his gold. 
And, still further, the inveterate hatred of the 
Thebans and Thessalians fell, with all its, weight, 
on Athens, while Philip's conduct was attended with 

V>n lipplause and popularity. To prove these things, 
' yead the decree of Callisthenes, and the letter re- 
ceived from Philip. They both confirm the truth 
of my assertions. — Read! 

7^e Decree, 

*^ In the archonship of Mneslphilus,. on the 
^^ twenty-first day of the month of Maemacterion, 
f* in ^n assembly extraordinary, convened bj^ ari-^ 
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'* tliority of the generals, prytanes, and senate, at 
^ the motion of Callifithenejs, it is v 

^* Resolved, 

" That no citizen of Athens be permitted, 'on 
^* any pretence whatever, to pass the night in the 
^' country: but that eveiy man shall confine him- 
** self within the city, or the precincts of the Piraeus, 
^ excepting only such persons as may be appointed 
^^ to the defence of some post. That every such 
*^ person shall be obliged to maintain his station, 
'* without presuming to absent himself, either by 
*^ night or day. That whoever refuses to pay due 
** obedience to this resolution and decree, shall in- 
** cur the pet^akies ordaitied for traitors, unless he 
^^ can allege some necessary cause, to be approved 
** of by the general immediately in command, the 
^ treasurer, and the secretary of the senate, who 
^* shall have the «ole power of judgk^ of such 
*• allegations* That all effects now in the country 
*^ shall be instantly removed ; those within the 
'^ distance of hundred and twenty stadia, into the 
^ city -or Piraeus : tho^e at any greater distance, to 
" Eleusis, Phyl^, Aphidna, Rhamnusium, and Su- 
« nium/* / 

Were these the hopes which induced yoa to 
conclude the peace i Were these the promises, witK 
which this hireliag amused yon? — Now read the ^d 

fetter soon afterwards received from Philip- ' 

« 
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The Letter. 

^^ Philip^ king of Macedon^ to the senate and 
^* people of Athens, health* 

*^ Kirow ye that we have passed the streights of 
<^ Thermopylae, and reduced Phocis, We havs 
^' stationed our garrisons in such towns as have 
** subniitted . and acknowledged our authority^ 
^* Those which have presumed to resist our force, 
^* we have taken by assault, reduced the inhabit 
*^ tants to slavery, and rased their habitations to 
^* the ground. But, being informed that you are 
^ making dispositions for the .support of thess 
^ people, we, by these presents, recommend to you 
♦^ to spare ybureelves the pain^of such an ineffec- 
^* tual attempt. Your conduct must certainly ap- 
^* pear extremely inequitable and extravagant, ia 
^ arming agairist us, with whom you have so late^ 
*^ concluded a treaty. If you have determined 
'^ to show po regard to your engagements, we shall 
^* only wait for the commencement of hostilities, to 
^* exert a resolutioi:^ on our part, no less vigoioui 
<* ^nd formidable," 

4 D You hear how he announces his intention in this 
^ Jettcr: how explicitly he declares to his allies, ^^l 

*' have taken these measures in despite of the Athe- 
^ * plans, and to their eternal mc^lificatiou. l( ye are 
^* yfise then, ye Thebans and Thessalians^ ye will r^ 
^* garcj thenj a/s eneipiesj, and subipit tq me with an 
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^ entire confidence,** Itiese ane noi his words in- 
deed; but thus he would gladly be understood* 
And by these means did he acquire such an abso* 
lute dominion over their affections^ that, blind and 
insensiUe to all consequences, they suffered hitn to 
e^secute the utmost schemes of his ambition. Heiioe^ 
all the calamities which the wretched Thebans ex^ 
perience at this day. While he, who was the great / * 
agent and coadjutor in procuring this implicit coo* 
iidence; he who in this plaoe uttered his faXst* 
hoods, and deceived you by his flatteriag astur^ 
anoes ; he it is who a^^ects a deep concern at die 
misfortunes of Thebes, who displays them in vuch 
pathetic terms i although be himself be the real 
author both of tli^se and the calamkies of Vhxx^ 
and of all othens which the Greeks have BaStvoi. 
Yes, iEschines, you must be aflSccted deeply witk 
these events, you must indeed feel compas^on 4(M: 
the Thebans : you who have acquired possesions 
in Bceotia, you who enjoy the fruits <rf tiieir huids: 
and I must surely rejoice at tl^ir misery ; I who 
was instantly demanded by the cnan wlu) had iti« . 
liicted it. 

But I have been led insensibly to some paitiofi^ A ^ 
lars, whidi I may shortly introduce with more pm* 
priety. I riow return to the proc^ of my assertioii» 
that tlie corruption and iniquity of thea^ men have 
been the real cause of our preacnt difficulties*-— «• 
Vfhta I^ilip bad contrived to deceive you so ef# 
fecitually, by means of those who, during their «n* 
Itassy, Iwi sold th^mselv3e§ to this pria^ 
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repotted <5nc word of truth, to your assemblies: 
when the wretched Phocians also had been be- 
trayed, and their cities levelled with the ground; 
/^ ^ — ^what followed ? The miscreant Thessalians and 
the stupid Thebans regarded Philip as their friend, 
their benefactor, their saviour : he was every thing 
with them: nor could they bear a word which 
tended to oppose these sentiments. On your part, 
although ye looked with a jiist suspicion on the 
progress of affairs, although ye felt the utmost in- 
dignation> yet still ye adhered tp the treaty : for it 
waa not possible to act, single as ye were. The 
other Greeks too, equally abused with you, and 
equally disappointed in their l^opes, were yet deter- 
mined to the same pacific conduct, though Philip, 
n ^ in eflfect, had long since made war upon them. For 
when, in the circuit of his expedition, he had de- 
stroyed the Illyrians, and the Triballiaris, and even 
some Grecian states ; when a certain set of men had 
seiz^ the opportunity of a peace, issued forth from 
the several cities, and, repairing to Macedbn, had 
there received his bribes, (of which number M^ 
chixies was one) then were the real objects of his 
hostilities discovered^ and then was the attack made 
OCT the several states. Whdher they yet perceived 
this attack, or no, is another question, a qudstion 
which concerns not me : I was ever violent in fore* ' 
warning, in denouncing the danger here, and in 
every place to which I was deputed. Bui, in fact, 
the states were all unsound. Those who had the 
^pnduct and adminbtration of a£birs^ had been 
gained fcy gold: while their private citizens a»d 
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popular assemblies were either blind to all conse- 
quences, or caught by the fatal bait of temporary 
ease and quiet. And such was the general infatu- 
ation that each community conceived, that they 
alone were to be exempted from the commoa cala- 
mity, nay, that they could derive their own security 
from the public danger. To this I must impute it, t» 
that the many found their inordinate and ill-timed 
indolence exchanged for slavery : while their states- 
men, who imagined that they were selling every: 
thing but themselves, found at length that they 
had first sold themselves. Instead of friends and 
guests (so were they styled, while they were receiv- 
ing their bribes) now, are they called flatterers, 
enemies to Heaven, and every other odious name so 
justly merited. For it is not the interest of the 
traitor that is at all regarded by the man who bribes 
him; nor, when the purchased service hath been 
once obtained, is the traitor ever admitted into hi« , 
future confidence. If he were, no man could be 
happier than the traitor. But this- is not the case, 
my fellow- citizens ! How should it ? No ! impos- 
able !. When the votary of ambition hath once ob- 
tained his object, he also becomes master of his vile 
agents :• and, as he knows their baseness, then, tbea 
he detests them, he keeps them at a wary distance; 
he spurns them from him. Reflect on former events: 
their time indeed is passed : but men of sense may ^ 
always find a time to derive instruction from them. 
Lasthenes was called the friend of Philip, until he 
had betrayed Olynthus; Timolaus, until he had 
destroyed theThebans; Eudicus 9nd Simo,. untU- 
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they had given him the dominion of Thessaly ; tlKB 
yxrete they driven away with scorn, then were they 
loaded with every kind of wretchedness; and trar* 
tors in disgrace were dispersed through the whole 
nation^. How was Aristratus received at Sicyon ? 
How Perilaus at Megara ? Are they not in abject 
uifemy i And, hence, it evidently appears, that he 
who is mort vigilant in defence oi his country, and 
most isealous in his opposition to such men, it 
really a friend to you, -ffischines, and your vena}^ 
traitorous faction, (as his conduct makes it neces- 
saiy to. bribe you;) and that your safety and your 
gains depend entirely on the number of soich pa« 
triots, and their obstinate aversion to your counsels* 
If left to yourselves, ye must have long since pe« 
risl^ed. 

Ak9 now, as to the transactions of those times, I 
«jght say more ; but I have already said what I 
deem more than sufficient. To him must it be im- 
puted, who hath disgorged all the foulness of his 
own iiuquity upon me, which it was necessary to 
wipe away, for the sake of those who were bom 
linoe the events I speak of. To you, ye Judges, 
the detail must be tedious and di^usting. -Before 
I had uttered one word, you v*rcre well infonncd of 
hB prostitution. He calls it frmidsfaip and inti- 
mate conaedion. Thus bath he just now expressed 
it.—** He who rcproschcs me with the kjAmmcf of 
^ Akamnder 1" I r^iroach thee wkh the intimacy 
Of Alexand&r 1 How oould'at tlkm obtam tt ? How 
cxiold'st ibour ai^ife to irti 1 conldiieifflr M ib» 
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iht fri^ad of Philip ; no^ QOr the i^tifiaaite <^ AleiD* 
ander. I am iK)t so mad* Unless wc are to call 
those iaaetiial servants, who labour ibr their wa^ges, 
the friends and intimates of those who hire tbcm* 
But, how can this be ? Impossible ! No ! I for- 
merly called you the hireling of Philip ; I now call 
you the hireling of Alexander ; and so do all thesa 
our fellow-citizen& If you doubt it» ask. *&oai ; or 
I shall ask them for you. Ye citizeos of Athens^ 
do you account iEschines the hirdkigy or the aati* 
mate of Alexander ? You hear <their answer% 

I NOW proceed to my defence against the Several jS 
articles of his impeachment, and to the particulars 
of iBy ministerial cpnduct, that JEschines, (although 

* You hear their aTiswcr, Commentalorf geem surprised at the 
boldness and the success of this appeal Some tell us, that the 
speaker was hurried into the hazardous question by his impetu* 
•sitjr. Some, that his fritend Menander was the only pca-soR ^ho 
returned the answer be desired. Others, agaia, that lie :pr6<* 
liounced falsely on purp6se» and that the asieoib^ intended bwt 
to correct his pronunciation, when they echoed back the wor^ 
M<(r^a;7o;, hireling, — But the truth is, he was too much interested 
In the present contest, to suflfer him to be reaHy tnmsported bc- 
9^(md the strictest bounds of pnadence and caution 5 lie iwqis toa 
well lopported to rely upon a single voioe, if audi eould beat all 
keard in the assembly -, and he had too much ,good sense to re- 
cur to a ridiculous aud childish artifice. The assembly, to which 
he addressed himself, was of a quite diflferent kkid from one oif 
^ur iMdem courts of law, where drdet and decortim are aaiti* 
tatoed. Tbe aadienee wcve not at ail cdnceraed to cup{»eM the 
amotioas raiiiad in tbem by the speaker. And Demosthenes had 
a large party present, who, he was well assufed^ would return the 
proper answer loudl/. 
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he knows them well,) may bear &e reasons (xi which 
I justly claim the honour of this decree^ and might 

claim still greater honours. ^Take the impeach^ 

inent. — Read it. 



The Impeachment. ' 

** In the archonship of Chaerondas^ on the sixth 
day of the month E^aphsebolion^ iEschines^ son 
•* of Atrometus, of the Cothocidian tribe, im- 
** PBACHBD Ctesiphon, son of Leosthenes, of the 
** Anaphlystian tribe, before the archonj of a vio- 

** IiATION OP TH« LAWS. 

^^ Forasmuch as he hath been author of an 
*^ ILLBOAL DECRBE, Importing, that a goldbn 
** crown should be conferred on Demosthenes, 
" son of Demosthenes, of the Paeanian tribe; and, 
^* that proclamation should be made in the theatre, 
" during the grand festival of Bacchus, and the ex* 
" hibition of the new tragedies, that the people of 
'* Athens had conferred this golden crown upon 
*^ the said Demosthenes, on account of his virtucj^ 
*^ and affectionate attachment to Greece in general, 
^^ and to Athens in particular \ as also, on account 
" of that magnanimity and steady zeal in, speaking 
** and acting for the interests of this state, which 
^^ he hath ever discovered^ and still discovers, upon 
" every occasion, to the utmost of his power . 
'* All which clauses are false, and repugnant to our 
'' laws^ As it is enacted^ 
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*^ First, that no m^ diall enter felse a)Iega« 
*' lions into our public acts. 

** Secondly, that no man, yet accomifable for 
** any ofBce of trust shall receive a crown ; where- 
^' as, Demosthenes was director of the fortification!^ 
** and manager of the theatrical funds. 



«f 



** Lastly, that no crown shall be prodaimedi 
in the theatre during the festifal, or dramatic 
** entertainments, but in the senate-house, if the 
^* CROWN be granted by the senate ; if by the com- 
** mons, in the Pnyx, and in full assembly. 

'' Thb penalty*, fifty talents. The agents^ Ce- 
" phisophon and Cleon." 

Here, you have the several articles of the decree^ 
on which he founds his prosecution. And on these 
very articles I mean to rest the justice of my cause. 
I shall take them in the order of this impeachment, 
and speak to them one by one, without any volun- 
tary omission. — As to the clause of *^ that steady 

. * The penalty. Sec. ITic damages, if we may so call fhem, weic 
laid at such a vast sum as Ctesipboo, if condemned, could bj no 
noeans discharge : in which case he must have been banished or 
branded with infam^r: and Demosthenes must probably have 
shared the same fate : against whom; no donbt .^ischines would 
have immediately commenced a second prosecution, with th0 
fairest prospect pf success. 

*> The agents, &c. These were usually some friends of the con«» 
tending party, wbp were employed in summoning the accuse^^ 
«U)Dg witnesses^ and other matters of form and legal procedure;* 
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f^ zeal tn ^p^alciog and acting Tot the interest of 
•^ this stale, which I have ever discovered^ and stili 
<* discover, upon every occasion, to the utmost of 
'* my power,'' asnl the honours appointed to me, 
PD this account, the decision must depend on my 
ministerial conduct. From this conduct, duly con* 
sidered, it will appear, whether Ctesiphon hath 
adhered to truth and propriety in these assertions, 
or whether they be false. — As to the omission of 
€Oafenring the crown when my accounts of office should 
ie first pass^dy and the appointment of the theatre 
M tbe place of proclamation ; these points too might 
be determined by ftiy adnunistration, this might de- 
cide whether I be worthy pf such an honour and 
snA a publicaliou. Yet I deem it incumbent otf 
me to produce the laws, by which these clauses are 
fully warranted. So upright, and so plain, is the 
fcbeme of my defence. 

I PROCEED, then, to the particular measures of 
my administration. And let no man think that I 
am suspending the discussion of this cause, if I 
enter into the affairs and counsels of Greece. He 
who hath attacked this assertion, that ** I have ever 
** spoken and acted for the general interest ;'* he.^ 
who expresdy accuses it of falsehood ; he it ijs, who 
niakes the account dl all my putdic conduct, all my 
whole system of administration, immediately perti- 
nent and necessary to this suit. Besides, among 
the different departments of those who engage in 
public business, mine was of that nature which at- 
tached me more immediately to the interests of 
7 
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Greece.- From these I muat, therefore, be allowed 
to deduce my evidence. 

As to those conquests and acquisitions which 
Philip had obtained, before I had engaged in the 
administration, before my appearance as a popular 
leader, I shall pass them over; for they, by no 
means, (as I conceive,) affect thcmerits of my cause. 
As to those various instances in which he found his 
ambition most effectually restrained, frcj^ii the very 
day on which I first entered upon public business, 
these shall I recall to your thoughts, and freely sub- 
mit to your judgments. But let this be first pre- 
iirised: One advantage did our adversary enjoy^ 
and this (my fellow-citizens !) of great importance. 
It was the unhappy fortune of the several Grecian 
states, not of some only, but equally of all, to supply 
so vast -a provision of traitors, of hirelings, of men 
devoted by the gods, as was not known in the me- 
mory of man. These did Philip engage as his 
agents and co-adjutors, and, by their means, in- 
flamed the animosities which had already torn and 
districted the Greeks. Some he deceived ,• some 
he gained by bribes, on others he employed all his 
enginte of seduction ; and thus rent the nation into 
many difFerent parties, although all wer^ alike en- 
gaged in one common cause, that of uniting against 
die progress of his power. In such a general dis- 
sension of the Gi-ecian states, in such a general 
blindness both to the present, and to the rising evil, 
consider, Athenians, whtt were the measures, what 
was the conduct which became this state? And for 

VOL. II. T 



Digitized by 



Google. 



274 DfiMdstftENlfiS' . OfratXIX. 

thesfe Ictme be brought to a strict account: fory t 
am the man who advised and directed them. 

Say then, iEschines, Was it our part, in despite 
©f every generous sentiment, every consideration of 
our dignity, to have taken our station with the 
Thessalians and Dolopians, to have ranged our- 
selves on the side of Philip, in order to subvert the- 
dominion of the Greeks, the honours and the con- 
quest's of Qur ancestors ? Or, if we were to reject 
such conduct, (and surely none could be more 
shameful) was it our part, ours, who had foreseen, 
who seemed perfectly convinced of the consequences 
which must arise, unless seasonably prevented, to 
have proved indifferent spectators, when these con- 
sequences had really arisen ? Yes ! I would gladly 
ask the man, who appears most severe in his cen- 
sure of our measures, what, in his opinion, was our 
proper part. Was it the part of those, who were 
the immediate cause of all the misfortunes and ca- 
lamities which fell upon the Greeks, as the Thes^ 
'saliansand their associates ? Or of those who af- 
fected an indifference to all events from views of 
private interest, as the Arcadians, the Messenians, 
' and the ArgiveS ? — -And yet most of these have, in 
the event, proved greater sufferers than we. 

I sHALi. sut)posc thatj after Pfiilip had made all 
his conquests^, he had retired to his kingdom, and 
there lived in peace, without attempting to molest 
cither his own allies or the other Greeks. Even 
in this case, some share of c^isure and reproach 
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itiust have fallen on those who had refused to arm 
against him. But when" his assaults were equally 
directed against the dignity, the sovereignty, and 
the liberty of our whole nation; nay, against the 
very being of those states more immediately exn 
posed to his power; what measures could have 
been devised more glorious than those which yoa 
embraced, and I suggested ? , , 

But let me not wander from my point What 
conduct, ^schines, did the dignity of this state de- 
mand, when we beheld Philip aiming at the con- 
quest and sovereignty of Greece ? Or what advice 
should I, her counsellor, have given, what rcsolu-^ 
tions should I have proposed, and this, in an as- 
sembly of Athenians, the circumstance of most ira^ 
portance ? I who well knew, that, from earliest 
times, down to the very day on which I first spofcc 
p public, my country had been incessantly con- 
tending for pre-eminence, for honc5ur and renown ? 
|iad expended more blood and treasure, for glory 
and th« interests of Greece, than all the other Ore? 
cian states ever had expended for their several pri- 
vate interests i I, who saw this very prince, with 
whom we fought for power and empire, with one 
eye torn out, his neck dislocated, pierced in his 
arm, maimed in his leg, freely and cheerfully re- 
jMgning any part of his body which fortune pleased 
lo take, SQ that he might enjoy the rest with re- 
nown and glory ? And let no man presume to say 
that such elevated sentiments became him who was 
bred at Pella, (a place at that time ignoble and 
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obscure) as to aspire to the sovereignty of Greece^ 
or to entertain a thought of such a daring purpose ; 
and yet, that you, the citizens of Athens, you who 
in every assembly, in every theatrical entertainment, 
find perpetual memorials of the virtue of your an- 
cestors, might descend to such abject meanness, as 
to resign the liberty of Greece, freely and volun- 
tarily, into the hands of Philip. No ! let not the 
presuqnptuous assertion be once heard. 

The only course then left, and the necessary 
course, was this, to defend your just rights against 
all his injurious attempts. This course did you in- 
stantly pursue, with good reason, and becoming 
dignity. And, in this, I was your counsellor, I 
was the first mover, during my administration. I 
confess it. And how should I have acted ? Say^ 
jEschines: I call on you. — Let all former transac- 
tions be forgotten: Amphipolis, Pydna, Potidaea, 
Halonesus, I speak not of them. Serrium and Do- 
riscuni too, and the storming of Peparethus, and all 
the other instances in which the state was injured ; 
let the memory of them be effaced. You say, in- 
deed, that I dwelt ^invidiously upon them, in order 
to embrbil my country in a war : although the de- 
crees, respecting these several places were proposed 
by Eubulus, and Aristophon, and Diopithes : not 
by me. No, thou prompt slanderer f nor do I now 
dwell upon them. But when he had deprived us 
of Euboea, when he had erected his fortress to com- 
mand pur whole territory, when he had attacked the 
Megareans, and possessed himself of Oreum, and 
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rfized Porthmus $ when he had distributed his go- 
veroor^ through the cities, established Philistides in 
Oi^um ; Clitarehus, in Eretria ; when he had re- 
duced the whole Hellespont to his obedience, and 
laid siege to Byzantium ; when the Grecian cities 
had, some of them, been subverted by his arms, 
others forced to receive their exiles j in these in- 
stances did he act unjustly ? did he violate the 
treaty, or did he not ? Was it incumbent on some 
state to rise up against these attempts, or was it 
not ? If not ; if Greece was to have proved a prey 
for -Mysians*, (according to the proverb) and this, 
while Athens yet existed, and was witness of her 
/all ; then was I officious in remonstrating against 
these transactions; then was the slate officious in 
yielding to my remonstrances : mine was then the 
guilt arid error of every measure we pursued. But, 
If the progress of his arms demanded a vigorous op- 
position, what community but that of Athens 
should have risen at the call of honour ? — ^This was 
the great, principle of my administration. I saw 
the man aspiring to universal dominion — I opposed 
him J I warned my fellow-citizens : I taught them 
to rise against the ambition of the Macedonian. — 
And yet the formal commencement of hostilities did 
not proceed from us. No, iEschines,but from Phi- 
lip, by his capture of our ships. Produce the de- 

f a For Mystam, /. e. To tte weakest of all people. The pro* 
verb is said ta hare amen from the dbtresses of the Mysians ift 
the absence of tlieir Ring Telepbus; and their helpless state of 
oppression, when jll their neighbours fell upon theoa and pillaged 
the miserable and dcrcnceless people without mercy, 
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CTces, and the letter received from Philip. Read 
each in order. These, when duly weighed, will 
enable us to give each transaction to its proper au- 
thor. Read! 

The Decree. 

" In the archonship of Neoclea: an assembly cx- 
" traordinary being .convened by the generals, in 
*^ the month of Boedromion ; Eubulus^ son of 
^^ Mnesitheus, of the Cyprian tribe, proposed the 
*^ following Decbee : 



a 



'* Whereas the generals have reported to the 
assembly, that Leodamus, our admiral, together 
with twenty ships sent under his command to 
*^ import corn from the Hellespont, has been taken 
** and brought into Macedon by Amyntas, a com- 
" mander in the service of King Philip ; it is de- 
*^ CREED, that it shall be the care of the prytanes 
*^ and generals, that the senate be convened, and 
** ambassadors chosen, who shall repair to Philip, 
** and demand, the dismission of the admiral, the 
** vessels, and the soldiers; that they be instructed 
** to declare, that, if Amyntas hath in this acted 
** through ignorance, the state of Athens hath no 
*^ complaints to urge against him; that, if their 
** officer hath in an)rwise exceeded his commission, 
.*' they are ready to take cognisance of his of* 
^* fence, and to punish him, as his inadvertence 
^* may have merited ; but if neither of these be the 
^'-case, but that this outrage fec^rtJWed either by 
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■*/ the person who gave, or who received the com-, 
^'mission, that the. ambassadors shall demand an 
*^ explanation, and report the same, that the state^ 
" may detennine on the proper measures," 

And this decree did Eubulus frame; not L 
Aristophon proposed the next : then did Hegesippus 
ipove for his: then Aristophon again: then Phi- 
locrates : then Cephisophon : and then the other 
speakers : I had jio concern in any. — Read the 
next. 



The Decree. 

i . - • 

- ** In the archonship of Neocles, on the last day 
** of the month Boedromion, by a resolution of 
^ the senate. 

. ^^ The prjrtanes and generals having reported the 
Y decree of the general assembly, that ambassador^ 
** be sent to Philip to demand the restoration of thq 
** ships, and that the said ambassadors be furnished 
" with particular instructions, together with a copy 
' ^ of the decree of the assembly : 

** The persons hereby chosen into this commis- 
'^ sion, are, Cephisophon, Democritus, and Poly- 
** crates. Aristophon the Cothocydian moved this 
'* RESOLUTION, xu the presidency of the tribe Hip- 
^*. pothoontis/' " 

As I produce these decrees, so^ ^schines, do you 

T 4 * 
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produce that particular decree of mine which make* 
IDC author of the war. You have not one to shew : 
if you had, it must have made your first and favour- 
ite charge. Nay, Philip himself, amidst all his in- 
sinuations against others, never once accuses me, 
Read his own. letter to the State, 



The Letter. 

" Philip King of Macedon, to the sei^atk 
** ANp PEOPi:.^ OF Athens, health ! 

** I HAVE received three of your citizens in 
** quality of ambassadors, who have conferred with 
'* me about the dismission of certain ships com- 
** manded by Leodamas. I cannot but consider it 
** as an extraordinary instance of weakness,. to 
<^ imagine that I can possibly believe that these 
*^ ships were destined to import corn from the. 
<^ Hellespont for Lemnos; and that they were not 
^ ^ really sent to the relief of the Sely mbrians, now be-t 
*' sieged by me, and who are by no means included- 
** in the treaty of pacification, by whicK we stand 
^* mutually engaged. Such were the orders your 
^* oflFicer received, not from the people of Athens, 
^* but from certain magistrates, and others in po 
\^ private station, who are by all means solicitous to 
^* prevail on the people to violate their engagements 
*^ and to commence hostilities against me. iliis 
<^ they have much more at heart than the relief of 
^* Selymbria, fondly imagining that they may de-r 
t^ five advantages li'Oip such a ruptul'C. Pe4'su^de4 
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** as I am, that our mutual interest requires us to 
*^ frustrate their wicked schemes, I have givCQ 
*' orders that the vessels brought in to us be im- 
^^ mediately released,* For the future let it be your 
*^ part to remove those pernicious counsellors from 
•* the administration of your aflfairs; and to let 
** th^n feel the severity of your justice ; and I shall 
*' endeavour to adhere inviolably to my treaty. 
^'Farewell." 

JIbhe is no mention^ of Demosthenes, no charge 
against me. And whence is it, that in all his acri^^ 
mony against others, he takes not the least notice of 
my conduct ? Because he must have brought his 
own usurpations full into view, had he mentioned 
me. On these I fixed, and these I ob'stinately op* 
posed. I instantly moved for an embassy to Pelo- 
ponnesus, the moment he entered Peloponnesua. 
I then moved for an embassy to Euboea, as soon as 
lie had landed in Euboea. Then did I propose the 
expedition (not an embassy) to Oreum, and that to 
firetria, as soon as he had stationed his goyernorai 
in these cities. After this, did I send out those 
armaments which saved the Ch€rsonesus> and By- 
zantium, and all our confederates, from which this 
state derived the noblest consequences, applause, 
glory, honours, crowns, thanks, from those who 
. Jiad received such important ^rviceg. And, even 

* Here is no mention, 8cQ. There is indeed no ekprefts specific 
cation of any person in this letter. But those alluded to wel'e 
well known. And probably they were the persons who had 
been most active i« moving the assembly to exert tfaem^iire* on 
this occasion 5 Eubulus^ Aristophon^ Philocrates, and Cephisophon. 
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of those Who had injured us, such as on this occa- 
sion yielded to your remonstrances, found effectual 
security ; they who neglected them, had only the 
sads remembrance of your repeated warnings, and 
the conviction that ye were not only their best 
friends, but men of true discernment, of a prophetic 
spirit : for in every instance the event proved ex- 
actly consonant to your predictions. 

That Philistides would have gladly given the 
greatest sums to have kept Oreum ; that Clitarchus 
would have given largely to have kept Eretria ; that 
Philip himself would have given largely, that be 
mi^ht possess stations so convenient for annoying 
its, and that all his other actions should pass un« 
noticed, all his injurious proceedings unimpeached; 
caimotbe a«cret to any man: but least of all to 
3FOU. You, .^schines, received the deputies sent 
hither by Clitarchus and Philistides : by you were 
they entertained. Those whom we drove from us 
is enemies, as men whose overtures were neither 
consistent with justice nor with the interest of 
Athens, were your dearest friends. How false and 
groundless then are your malicious accusations 1 
You, who say that I am silent when I get my bribe, 
clamorous when I have spent it.^ — Your case is dif- 
ferentj you are clamorous when you receive your 
bribe ; and ypur clamours can never cease : unless 
this day's decision should silence them effectually 
by the justly-merited infamy. 

;, And when you rewarded these my services with 
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a crown, when Aristonicus proposed his decree, 
conceived precisely in the very words of this which 
Ctesiphon hath framed, when proclamation of the' 
honour thus conferred upon me was made in thc^ 
theatre, (for this is the second time I have been 
thus distinguished) -Eschines, though present, ne- 
ver made the least opposition, never attempted an' 
impeachment. Take the decree. — ^Read! 

714^ Decree. 

** In the archonship of Chaerondas son of Hfc- 
** gemon, on the twenty-fifth of the month Game- 
** lion, the Leontidian tribe then presiding, at thcf 
*^ motion of Aristonicus^ the following decrfcc was 
^* made : .» 

*^ Whereas Demosthenes, son of Dempsthenet 
^* of the Paeanian tribe, hath at many times done 
!^ various and eminent services to the communitjr 
" of Athens, and to many of our confederates; 
^* and, at this time, hath by his counsels, secured 
'* the interests of the state, and particularly re- 
'/ stored the liberties of certain cities in Euboea; 
^* as he hath ever uniformly persevered in an ua- 
^^ alterable attachment to the state of Athens, and 
*^ both by words and actions exerted himself to i:he 
" utmost of his power, ia the service of the Athe^ 
** nians, and the other Greeks ; — ^^Be it enacted by 
V the senate and the popular assembly, that public 
i^ honours shall be paid to the aforesaid Dempsthcr 
^y nes ; find that he shall be crowned with a golden 
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** crown I that the crown shdll be proclaimed in 
** the theatre, on the feast of Bacchus, at the time 
" of the performance of the new tragedies ; axvd 
** that the making this proclamation shall be given 
** in charge to the presiding tribe, and to the di- 

** rector of the public entertainments. ^This i& 

** the motion of Aristonicus of the Phrajrian tribe," 

And is there a man can say, that this decree 
brought any of that disgrace upon the state, any of 
that derision and contempt, which he affirms must 
happen, if I should obtain this crown? When ac- 
tions are recent and notorious, if good, they are 
received with applause; if bad, they meet their pu- 
uishmfent. But it is well known, that, on this oc- 
casion I received marks of public favour ; never was 
censured, never punished. And the consequence is 
obvious. Down to the period of these transactions, 
I must have invariably acted for the true interest of 
the state : for, in all your consultations, my' opi- 
Bions and my measures ever were adopted. These 
measures I conducted to effectual execution : they 
were attended with crowns to the state, to me, and 
to you all ; with sacrifices to the gods, and solemn 
processions, as instances of great success. 

AilD now, when Philip had been driven from 
Eub^a, (yours was the military glory, but the policy 
the counsels,— yes ! though these my enemies 
fihoul4 burst with envy, were mine,) he raised ano- 
ther engine against this state. He saw that we, of 
ttU pcoplej used the greatest quantities of impwted 
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grain. Determined to secure this branch of oom>- 
merce to himself, he passed over into Tbraoe, and, 
applying to the Byzantines, then in alliance wkk 
him, he first required them to join in a war against 
us. But, when tbey refus^, when they told hin^, 
(and they told him truth,) that they had not engaged 
in his alliance for such purposes, he instaptly pre- 
pared his works, erected his machines, and be- 
sieged their city. I shall not say, what conduct 
became us upon this emergency. It is in4n|fest. 
Who then supported the Byzantines ? Wlio rescue^ 
them from destruction ? Who prevented the H^llesr 
pont from falling under a foreign pow^r upon this 
occasion ? You, my countrymen. But, when I say 
you, I mean the state. Who spake ? Who framiq4 
the decrees ? * Who acted for the state ? Who dfi* 
voted all his powers, wholly and freely, to the pub- 
lic interests ? I ! — ^And, how essentially the pubUc 
interests were advanced by these measures, theip 
ijeed no words to prove. You have facts, you hayp 
experieaice to convince you. For the war, in whicji 
we then engaged, (besides the glory which attended 
your arms,) supplied you with all the necessaries of 
life, in greater plenty, and at cheaper rates, tha^ 
the present peaces maintained by these good citizen?, 
in opposition to the interests of their country, frofli 
their hopes of private advantage.;— Copft>uiided be 
their hopes! — Never may thqy share in these bles- 
sings, for which your prayers, ye true friends pf 
-Athens, are offered up to Heaven ! And,. O, never 
may they involve ypu in the fatal qon^equences of 
their machinations! Let them hear the crowns 
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conferred by Byzantium^ and thoflft by Perinthus^ 
Ivitb which our state was honoured upon this oc^ 
caalbn i 

The Dectee of the Byzantines. 

" BosPHORicus being hieromnemon, Demagc* 

V tus, by permission of the senate, drew up the 
/* following resolution : 

** WHEBElflt, the people of Athens have, from 
'** the earliest times, persevered in an unalterable 
** a^ection to the Byzantines, and to their confe- 
** derates, kinsmen, and the Perinthians; and have 
/* lately, when Philip of Macedon invaded and laid 
'** waste their territories with fire and sword, and 
*^ attacked tbeir cities, done them many and signal 
*^ services ; and, by a reinforcement of one hundred 
'* and twenty ships, with provisions, arms, and sol- 
*^ diers, have extricated us from the utmost dan- 
*^ gers, restored our ancient constitution, our laws, 
** and the sepulchres of our fathers ; it is therefore 
" RESOLVED, by the people of Byzantium and Pe- 
** rinthus, to grant to the Athenians the right of in- 
** termarriage, the freedom of our states, the power 
" of purchasing lands, and the fii-st and most ho- 

V nourable seats in all our public entertainments, 
** in the tholus, in the senate, and in the poptrtar 
*•* assembly. And, that whatever Athenian shall 
** choose to reside in our respective cities, shall eri- 
** joy a perfect immunity and exemption from all 
^* taxes. And it is further resolved, that three 
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** Statues, sixteen cubits high, shall be erected ia 
'* the port of Byzantium, representing the com- 
'^ munity of Athens crowned by the Byzantines and 
'* Perinthians. And that honorary presents shall be 
** sent to the several genera^ assemblies of Greece, 
^^ the Isthmian, Nemsean, Olympic, and Pythiati, 
** wher^ proclamation shall be duly made of that 
** crown, now by us conferred on iht people of 
*^ Athens ; that all Greece may be informed of the 
*^ magnanimity of Athens, and the gratitude of the 
*' Byzantines and Perinthians." 

Read, too, the crowns confciTed by the inhabi- 
tants of Chersonesus. 



The Decree of the ChersonesUes. 

*' TijE Chersonesites, inhabitants of Sestos^ 
" Eleus, Madytus, and Halpnesus, do crown the 
•' senate and people of Athens with a golden crown 
•'of sixty talents. They also consecrate an altar to 
•^ Gratitude and the Athenians, on account of the 
'* important services conferred by this people on the 
'^ inhabitants of the Chersonesus, in delivering 
^' them from the power of Philip, and in restoring 
•* their country, their laws, their liberties, and their 

/^ religion. Of which the Chersonesites shall ever 
*' retain a just and grateful sense, and be ever ready 
*' to the utmost of their power, to return the im- 

, ^' portant obligation. — Thus it was hesolvbd in a 

^*^ full assembly of the senate/* 

7 
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And thus, the measures I coQcerted, the conduct 
I pursued, not only saved the Chersone^s and By- 
zantium, not only foiled the Macedonian ip his 
jscheme of commanding the Hellespont, not only 
Ijained these public honours to the state, but dis- 
played to all the world the generous sentiments of 
Athens, and the base perfidiousness of Philip. He, 
the friend, the ally of the Byzantines, {n the face of 
Greece, besieged their city, (can we conceive a baser, 
a more abandoned outrage !) You, justly, repeat- 
edly, incensed against them, by injuries received in 
former times, not only forgot all your wrongs, not 
only refused to look with indifference upon their 
danger, but appeared their great deliverers i and, 
by such transcendent generosity, acquired universal 
love and glory. — That you have frequently ho- 
noured those with crowns, to whom the conduct of 
your affairs hath been intrusted, is full well known ; 
but name the citizen, if you can, I mean the mi- 
nister or public speaker, except myself, by whose 
means the state hath been thus honoured. 

if I AM now lo^hew that all those virulent invec- 
V tives which he hath thrown out against the Eu- 
boeans and Byzantines, (invidiously recalling to your 
view every instance of their former offences) are 
merely the effect of malice ; not only as his repre- 
sentations have been false ; (of this I presume there 
can be no doubt;) but because we might admit 
them to be true : and even upon this supposition it 
will appear that my measures were the measures 
which your interests demanded. For this purpose, 
6 
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|)ermit me to lay before you, in a few words, one 
or two instances pf the noble conduct of this state. 
By the most illustrious of their former actions it is^ 
that private men, or public bodies j should model 
their succeeding Conduct. 

TtiERE was* a time tfcen, my fellow-citizens! 
when the Lacedemonians were sovereign masters^ 
both by sea and land : when their troops and forts 
surrounded the e^ntire circuit of Attica, when they 
possessed Euboea, Tanagra, the whole Boeotian dis- 
trict, Megara, iEgina, Cleon^^ and the other islands; 
while this state had but one ship, not one wall. 
Then did you itiarch to Haliartus ; and, not many 
days after, were your forces once more led to 
Corinth. And yet the Athenians of these days had 
many injuries to resent,' both from Corinth and 
from Thebes, by their conduct during the Decelian 
war. But far were they from harbouring such re- 
sentment. Observe then, ^schines ; they acted 
thtis, in both these instances, tiot that they acted 
for their benefactors, not that they saw no danger 
in these expeditions. Such considerations never 
could induce them to abandon those who fled to 
their protection. No ! fron^ the nobler motives of 
glory and renown, they devoted their services to the 
distressed^ And surely this their determination was 
just and generous. For death must come to close 
the period of mail's life, into whatever comer one 
may shrink, from the inevitable blow : but the traly 

• T^gre was^ kc, See note, ■, on Philippic I. vol, i. p. 11. 
TOL. II. W 
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brave should draw the sword on all occasions of 
honourable danger, armed in fair hopea oS success^ 
yet still resigned with an equal fortitude to wbaiever 
may be decreed by Heaven. Suet was the conduct 
of our ancestors, such the conduct of our elder ci* 
tizens, who, though the Lacedemonians had been 
no friends, no benefactors ta our state, but h^ in- 
jured us in many and import^at instances ; yet, 
when the Tbebans, flushed witk their success at 
Leuctra, had attempted to destroy therb^ defeated 
the attempt ; undismayed by the then, formidabki 
power of Thebes; determined Iqr the motive o£ 
glory, not by the behaviour of those in whose cause 
they were exposed.. And by these actioias' did yo\i 
demonstrate to the Greeks, that, whatever injuEicd 
Athens may receive, her resentment is reserved only 
for the just occasion : when the being, when the li* 
berty of the injurious party, is once in danger, her 
wrongs never are remembered, never regaxxied. 

Nob were these the only instances in which such 
generous principles were .displayed* Ag^io^ when 
Thebes* had seduced the Euboeans from their at- 
tachment to this state, far (mm abaodoning, the 
island to the consequences, of this revolt, f^ 
from remembering the injuries received finom. The- 
mison and Theodorus, in the affair of Oropus, 
you instantly armed for their relief. And on 
this occasion did our trierarcbs, for the first, time* 
engage voluntarily in the public serviqe; of which 

* J^n Thebes, BiQ, See noto> >, on PbUippicL voLi. p. 10. 

4 
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number I was one.— But of this hereaftef . — And if 
you acted nobly in thus rescuing the island; still 
your succeeding conduct was far more noble. When 
the inhabitants were at your mercy, when you were 
rhasters of their cities, you gave up all, with strictest 
integrity, to the men who had offended you. Nor 
Were their offences once regarded, when they had 
frustfed implicitly to our faith. I might recount ten 
thousand instances of the same kind; but I pass 
them over : engagements at sea ; expeditions by 
land ; the achievements of "ancient times ; and our 
own illustrious actions; all in defence of the liberty 

' and safety of other Grecian states. And if I saw 

illy country chearfully engaging in so numerous and 
so perilous contentions, for the interests of others, 
when her own interests were in some sort the ob- 
ject of debate, what should I have advised ? What 
meaisures should I have suggested ? To cherish the 
iremembrance of their offences, when these men had 
accepted our protection ? To seek pretences for 
abatidoning all our important interests ? — Would 
not the first brave arm have deservedly stabbed mi 
to tbe heart, had I thus disgraced the noble actions 
of my coiintry, — even but in words ? For that, in 
fact, you never could have yielded to such disgrace, 
I cannot doubt 'Had you been in the least in- 
clined, where was. the obstacle? Had you not the 
power ? Had you not advi^ei^ ? Were not these 

men urgent in their applications ? 
» . . 

Box I must return to those parts of my public con- 
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duct, which were subsequent to this period. And, 
here again, consider what the interest of the state 
really demanded. I saw the wretched decay to 
which our marine had been reduced; I saw our 
richer citizens purchase a total exerafption from 
public taxes, at the expense of a trifling contribu- 
tion ; men of moderate or of small property de- 
spoiled and ruined ; every opportunity of action lost 
to the state. I proposed a law,, which obliged the 
rich to act fairly, relieved the poor from their op- 
pressions, andt what was of most consequence, pro- 
vided for the speedy and effectual execution of all 
our military operations. I was indicted on this oc- 
casion, for an infringement of our established laws: 
I appealed to your justice as my sole resource : and 
my accuser had the mortification to find not a fifth 

of the suffrages in his favour. -What sums of 

money, think ye, would our richer citizens have 
given me, they who contribute most largely to 
the public service, or even they who contribute 
in the next degrees, not to have proposed this 
law at all ; or, at least, to have suffered it to be 
defeated, by affected cavil and delay ? Such sums, 
(my fellow-citizens !) as lam ashamed to mention. 
And with good reason. By the former law, sixteen 
of their number were to unite in the discharge of 
one assessment, so that the proportion of each was 
almost nothing; and thus they loaded the poor 
with the public burdens. But, by my law, every 
individual pays in proportion to his fortune: so 
that he mqst now equip two ships of war, wha by 
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the fonner assessment was taxed but at the six- 
teenth part of one. And accordingly they stiled 
themselves not trierarchs^ but contributors. They 
would therefore nave givtrn any price, to ha.ve been 
disengaged from the necessity of thus acting justly. 

First read the D^rr^^ relative to my indictment. 

Then produce the Assessments^ those of the former 
laws, and that prescribed by mine. 

'the Decree. 

*\ BoLYCi.ES being Archon. On the sixteenth of 
^^ ihe month Boedromion. The tribe Hippothojs 
*^ presiding. 

*^ Whereas Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes 
*^ the Paeanian, proposed a law i-elative to the duty 
" of Trierarchs, to be substituted in the place of 
** former laws for regulating- assessments for the 
*^ navy : and whereas an indictment was brought 
" by Patrocles against the said Demosthenes for an 
^* illegal proposal ;— Be it remembered, that the 
** prosecutor, not having a fifth of the suffrages in 
** his favour, was condemned in the fine of five 
*^ hundred drachmae.'* 

Pboduce now the first excellent assessment. 

The trierarghs shall unite in the equip* 

I^ENT OP one ship, TO THE NUMBER OP SIX- 
TEEN MEN, FROM THE AGE OP TWENTY-PIVB TO 

V 3 
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FOBT^ YEARS. ]EaCH TO CONTBIBUTB paUAL^T 

TO THJ& EXPENSE. 

« .... 

Now corppare his with th^ assessment gpppioted 
by my Jaw.^ — Read it. 

TbIERARCHS shall be taxed ACCOJEIDING tO 
THEIR fortunes. He WHO IS WORTH TEN 
talents by VALUATION, SHALL FIT OUT ONE 
SHIP; IF HIS FORTUNE BE RATED HIGHER^ HE 
SHALL BE TAXED, AGREEABLY TO THE SAME 
PROPORTION, IN A HIGHER SUM ; NOT EXCEED- 
ING THE EXPENSE OT THREE SHIPS ANB A TEN- 
PEE. The SAME PROPORTION ALSO SHALL BE 
OBSERVED IN THE ASSElSSMENT OP THOSE WHOSE 
FORTUNES DO NOT AMOUNT TO TEN TALENTS; 
WHO ARE TO UNITE IN ORDER TO MAKE UP THE 
$VU NECESSARY FOR FITTING OUT A SHIP. 

An? can this be thought a trivial service to the 
poor? Qx would the rich have given hut 4 trivial 
sum, to have eluded this equitable mode pf tax- 
ation ?: — But I dp not magnify my integrity in con- 
ducting this tr^x^action. I do not in^i^t on my 
honourable acquittal. My glory is, that I procured 
a salutary law, a law approved by experience as 
highly valuable. For, during the whole course of 
our late war, in all the anuaments conducted 
agreeably to my regulation, not one trierarch was 
ever known to petition against the severity of bis 
assesscnent ; not one was known to hax^ fled t9 
sanctuary; not one ever was iinpsiso^Eied; not a 
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vessel did the state lose abroad; not a vessel was 
detained here, as unfit for service. But, while our 
former iaws subsisted, we were perpetually exposed 
to all such inconveniencies. And they proceeded 
fram our poorer citizens. These were insufficient 
for tlie discharge of their assessments ; and we were 
continually feeling the effects of such insufficiency. 
But by my means were the public burdens transferred 
from the poorer to our richer citizens, and the bu- 
siness of the state conducted without the least in- 
terruption. Permit me then to claim some praise 
on this account at least, that through the course of 
my public administration I constantly pursued such 
measures as reflected glory on the state, exalted her 
renown, and enlarged her power. No sordid envy^ 
no rancour, no malignity, have I ever discovered! 
no meanness, nothing unworthy of my country* 
Such was the^neral tenor of my administration, in 
the aflfairs of this city, and in the national concerns ' 
of Greece. And no wonder. Here I was never 
known to prefer the favour of the great to tha 
rights of the people. And, in the affairs of Greece^ 
the bribes,- the flattering assurances of friendship 
which Philip lavished, never were so dear to me, as 
the interests of the nation. 

The only articles, I presum.e, which now remain 
for me to speak to, are those of the proclamation 
tmd the accounts. For that I have pursued the 
true interest of the state, that I have on all occa* 
sions discovered a warm affection and zealous 
alacrity in your service, I trust hath been estar 

u 4 
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blished already, with the clearest evidence. I hav« 
indeed omitted the most important parts of my ad- 
ministration, the greatest of my services ; both be- 
cause I deem it incumbent on me to proceed to 
my defence against the charge of violating the kwsj 
and because 1 am convinced your own consciences 
must bear the amplest testimony in my favour, 
although I should be totally silent as to the other 
parts of my conduct, 

As to what he hath urged with such confusion 
and embarrassment, about his authentic transcripts 
of the laws. Heaven is my witness, that lam con- 
vinced you could not comprehend it : and, to me, 
it is, for the most part, utterly unintelligible. But 
my coxirse shall be more ingenuous and direct. I 
shall lay before ypu the plain dictates of truth and 
equity. Far from asserting that i am not auoimtahk 
to the public, as he hath repeatedly insinuated and 
affirmed, I here xJeclare, that, through my whole 
life, I must ever stand accountable for every trust 
which I have executed, every measui'e which Ihavc 
directed. But, for what I have freely expended oi 
my private fortune, in the service of the public, I 
cannot at any time be liable to account : (observe 
me, ^schines!) No! nor any other citizen, were 
he the first of our magistrates. For, where is that 
law so pregnant with injustice and inhumanity, as 
to rob the man of all his merit, whose fortune hath 
been expended for the state, whose public spirit and 
munificence have been displayed in some important 
Instance ? To expose him to the malice pf informers ? 
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To give them a power to scrutinize his bounty ? 
There can be no such law ! if- there be, let him 
J^roduce it i and I shall submit in silence. No, my 
countrymen ! he cannot ! 

*^ But,.'* saith this sycophant, " the senate hath 
*^ conferred public honours on him, while his ^ac-^ 
^^ counts were yet to he approved^ under the pretence 
*' of some additional disbursements from his own 
** fortune, when manager of the theatrical funds.'* 
— Not for any part of that conduct which stood 
accountable ; but for those additional disburse- 
ments 5 thou sycophant ! — " But you were director 
^^ of our fortifications.'* — ^Yes: and on that occa- 
sion were entitled to my honours j for I expended 
more than the state had granted, without charging 
this addition to the public. Where a charge is 
made, the accounts must be examined ; but, wherd 
a free gift is conferred, favour and applause are the 
natural and just returns. This decree of Ctesiphon 
in my favour is, therefore, strictly warranted. It is 
a point determined, not by the laws only, but by 
our constant usage. This I shall readily demon- 
strate in various instances. In the first place, Nau- 
sides, when at the head of our forces, was fre- 
quently honoured with a crown, for his bounty to 
the state. Then Diotimus, who gave the arms, ^nd 
Charidemus, also received their crowns. I have 
another instance befgre me: Neoptolemus. He 
was frequently intrusted with public works, and 
received honours for his additional disbursements. 
Fpr \i would be hard indeed, if the man, invested 



Digitized by 



Google 



!^ DEMOSTHKNESr Orat.XlX; 

with some office of authority, should either stand 
prf eluded by this office, from assisting the state with 
his private foituue, or find his liberal assistance the 
object of account and scrutiny, instead of meeting 
the due returns, of gratitude. — ^To confirm what I 
have inow advanced, produce the decrees made on 
these occasions, — Read ! 

*^ In the archooship of Dcmonicus, the 26th of 
^' the month Boedrooiion, Callias thus reported the 
*' resolutipp of the senate and people. 

*' It i^ B5S0i|VBB by the senate and people to 
*^ confer a crown on Nausicjes^ the general in com*, 
** mand : in 33 much a3 when two thousand regular 
♦* fprce^ of Athens were in Imbrus, assisting the 
^* Athenian colpny in that island^ and when, by 
** meaw of the severity of the season, Phialon their 
<' agent coul4 not sail thither, and pay the sol- 
^* diers ; the 9aid Nausicles made the necessary dis- 
** bwsements^ frona hi^ own fojtune, without any 
** charge tD the puWic in his accounts.-- — ^And 
^ that piroclamaticMa be naade of the crown thwa 
<^ granted, during the feast of Bacchus, and the» 
*' perforoaances of the new tragwjies." 

ABecret. 

*' The motion of Callias: agreeably to the re- 
*' port made of the resoluticai of the senate. 
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*^ Wjip^EAg Charidemus^ cprr^njander of the in^ 
/^ ferjtry Iq^ the expedition to Salami$, and Dioti- 
^^ iftus, general of horse, when in the engagement 
^* at the river, some of our forces had been stripped 
" of their arms by the enemy, at their own private 
** expense, furnished the new levies with eight 
*^ hundred bucklers: it is resolved by the senate 
** and people, that golden crowns be conferred 
/^ on the said Charideinus and Diotimus: which 
'^crowns shall be proclaimed in the grand festival 
" of Minerva, during the gymnastic games and new 
** tragedies: of which the magistrates and ma- 
*' nagers of the entertainments afe to take notice 
'^ 3n4 c^use proclamation to be duly made as 
*^ aforesaid." 

^AC^ of these, iEschincs, was bound to account 
for the office he enjoyed j but the action for which 
he w^s hpHPuredj^ w^ by no me^ns subject tq ac- 
count. Then wliy sboul4 mine fie subject ? Surely, 
J may cl^^m the same treatment with others, in like 
circqmst5inpp3. I gave my additional contribution 
to the pqbl^p : I was hqnoured for it ; not as a man 
who stpod Sfpcoi^ntablc for this donation. I held a 
magisterial pfEce : I ^counted for ifty conduct in 
thi$ office ; pot fpy my free bounty. 

^* True ! — but you have acted iniquitously in 
" yoty: qffice/'T~If so, were you not present, when 
my accounts were passed ? And why did you not 
impeaph me ?— -But, to convince you that he himself 
is witness that this crown is not confen'ed, for any 
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part of my conduct really subject to account, take, 
read this decree of Ctesiphon at large. The clauses 
unimpeached will shew the malice of his prosecu- 
tion in those he hath attacked. — Read ! 



The Decree. 

" In the archonship of Euthycles, the 29th of the 
nnonth Pyanepsion : the Oenian tribe presiding. 
The decree of Ctesiphon son of Leosthenes the 
Anaphylystian. 



n 



*^ Whereas Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes, 
of the Paeanian tribe, in his office of director of 
" the fortifications, expended art additional surti of 
*^ three talents, from his private fortune, which he 
*' gave freely to the public : and, when manager of 
*^ the theatrical funds, increased the general coUec- 
" tion, by a voluntary addition of one hundred 
** minoB for sacrifices; be it resolved, by the 
" senate and people of Athens, to grant public ho- 
*^ nours to the said Demosthenes, on account of his 
** virtue and nobleness of disposition, which he 
" hath, on all occasions, invariably discoyered to- 
^^ wards the community of Athens. And to crown 
*^ him with a golden crown : and that proclamation 
^\ shall be made of this crown thus conferred, in the 
^^ theatre, during the fe^st of Bacchus, and the ex- 
^^ hibition of the new tragedies i of which the di- 
^* rectors of the theatre are to take notice^ and 
^* pause proclamation to be made a^aforesaid' 
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Mv free grant of these additional sums is the 
article not included in your indictment ; the ho- 
nours decreed for this bounty is that on which you 
found your charge. You admit that to accept my 
bounty is no infringement of the laws; you insist 
that to confer the due returns of favour, on this ac- 
count, is criminal and illegal. In the name of He^ • 
ven, what part could the most abandoned, the ma- 
lignant wretch, odious to the gods, have acted upon 
this occasion ? Must he not have acted thus ? 

As to the circumstance of making proclamation 
in the theatre, I shall not mention that many 
times many thousands have been granted such an 
honour, or that I myself have been thus honoured 
on many former occasions. But, is it possible, ye 
powers ! Art thou, iEschines, indeed, so lost to all 
sense and reason, as to be incapable of apprehending 
that, to the party who receives the honour, it comes 
with equal dignity, wherever it be proclaimed ? 
That it is for their sakes who grant it, that the 
theatre is appointed for the proclamation. For, by 
this means, the multitude who hear it are inspired 
with ardour to approve themselves zealous in the 
service of their country; and they who give this 
testimony of their gratitude, share more largely in 
the public applause, than those who receive it. 
On this principle was our law enacted. Take up 
the law itself !— Read it ! 



Digitized by 



Google 



302 DEMOSTHENES' Orat. XIX. 



The Law. 
" In all casks, where a crown is cone'er- 

" RED ON ANY PERSON BY A SiNGLfi DISTRICT, 
** PROCLAMATION SHALL BE MADE OF THE SAID 
•* CROWN, IN THE PARTICULAR DISTRICT SO 
•* CONFERRING IT. PROVIDED ALWAYS, THAT, 
*' WHERE CROWNS ARE GRANTED BY THE PEOPLE 

** OP Athens at large, or by th^ senate, it 

** SHALL AND MAY BE LAWFUL TO MAKE PRO- 
** CLAMATION in THE THEATRE DURING THE 
*< FESTIVAL OF BaCCHUS." 

j3Eschines! Dost thou hear? Are not these the 
very words of our law? ^^' Provided always^ thaty 
** where crowns are granted hy the people or the senate^ 
^^ proclamation shall be made of these." Whythen^ 
unhappy man, hath thy malice been thus restless? 
Why this fictitious tale ? Why not recur to medi- 
cine, to cure this disorder of thy mind ? And feelest 
thou no shame at a prosecution dictated by envy, 
not by justice; supportied by false recitals of our 
laws, by imperfect quotations of detached sentences ; 
those laws, which should have fairly and fully been 
laid before our judges, as they hav^ sworn to decide 
agreeably to their true tenor ? — Hence you proceed 
to delineate the characters of a patriot statesman, a^ 
if you were giving a model for a statue, and foundf 
the piece not conformable to your model : as if words 
could mark out the patriot statesman, and not his 
actions and administration. — ^Then comes your 
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clamorous abuser, yen ted without distinction or r€- 
serve, but suited to you aod to your family^ not to 
me. And this (Athcni«is!) Ltake to be the true 
distinction between a vague invective, and a regular 
prosecution. This is supported by criminal facts, 
whose ptnalties the laws have ascertained* That is 
attended with the rancour which enemies natarally 
throw out against each other. Our ancestors, I 
presume, erects these tribunals, not for assembling, 
to indulge our private and personal animosities in 
mutual scurrility ; but to give us occasion of con- 
victing, that man, fairly, who hath injured the com- 
munity in any instance. This ^chines must know 
^s well as. L Yet, instead of establishing his evi- 
dence, he hath discharged hie virulence against me^ 
Nor is it just that he should escape without the duo 
returns of severity on my part. But, before I aca 

* Your clcmmr^us aBuxe, &c. In the origsnar^ wait^ i^ i^fAt^ifig, 
as from a Cart. Some derive this proverbial expression from the 
£rst rude state of anpieut comedy^ and find a particular spirit in 
the allusion^ as containing a reflection on the theatrical character 
of i^schines. But the scholiasts on Aristophanes and Suidas ex- 
plain the: proverb in another manner. They tdl us that the 
Athenian women, when^ they went in their carriages to the cele* 
bration of the Eleusinian mysteries^ usually took great liberties in 
their abuse of each other, and hence the Greek expression r« bk 
rwv d^o^(x3v cTKcvi^iJ^txIcx, to signify licentious and indecent ribaldry j 
it is true the French tran^ator is extremely shocked at this in*' 
terpflretation> and cannot persuade himself that the Athenian lad- 
dies could so far forget the modesty and reserve peculiar to their 
sex. But it is well if this was the worst part of their conduct, or 
if they were guilty of no greater transgression of modesty in the 
course of theii^- attendance on these famous rites. 
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involved in the odious task, let mfe ask "him on^ 
question. Say, -^chines, are we to deem thee an 
enemy to Athens, pr to me? I presume, to me. 
And yet, on every occasion, where y<5u had all the 
advantage of the law, in bringing me to justice, (if 
I had offended,) on passing my accounts, on moving 
my decrees, on former trials, where my conduct was 
impeached, you were silent. But in a case, where 
all the laws pronounced me innocent, where the 
procedure hath been regular, where numberless 
precedents are in my favour, where my conduct, far 
from discovering any thing of a criminal tendency^ 
appears, in every instance, to have reflected a de- 
gree of honour upon my country ; in such a case, I 
say, hast thou chosen to attack me ? Beware then,' 
that, while I am the pretended object of thy enmity, 
thou prove not really the enemy of Athens. 

Well then'; since you are all determined on 
the truly religious and equitable sentence, the viru- 
lence this man hath uttered obliges me, (I think,) 
though not naturally fond of invective, to retort his 
numerous and false assertions, by some necessary 
remarks upon his character; by shewing who he is^ 
and of what family, who so readily begins the hateful 
work of personal abuse ; who presumes to censure 
jBome of my expressions, though he himself hath 
uttered what no man of modest merit could have 
ventured to pronounce. No ! had one of the awful 

a l^ll ihm, &c. Here the speaker evidentlj fakes advantaige 
of some acclamations ia the assembly, which he affects to regaM 
as the geoeral voice of his jadges. 



. Digitized by 



Google 



Ortfc'XIX. ORATIONS. SU 

jfad^i of the shjades inipfeacbdd me, as to Mscus^ 
or a Rhadamdnthus, ot a Minos, and not this bab- 
bHng sVcophant, this wrctchfed, hackneyed scrivener^ 
he could have used no such language, he could hav« 
searched for no such insolent expressions, no siich 
theatrical exclaitiatibtiS, as you have now heard from 
this man.—** O Earth ! and thou Sun ! O Virtue !'* ' 
And again, those pompous iavocations, — ** Pru- 
*^ dence ! Eruditioh ! that teachest us the just dis=* 
** titiction between good and evil !'* — Virtue ! thou 
xtjistreant! what communion can Virtue hold with 
thee or <hine ? What acquaintance hast ihou vs^ith 
such things ? How didst thou acquire it ? Bjr what 
right canst thou assume it ? And what pretensions 
hast thou to speak of Erudition ? Not a man of 
those who really possess it could thus prcsumt to 
sp^k of his own accomplishments. Nay, were 
they mentioned by another, he would bllish. But 
they wh6, like you, are strangers to it, and yet so 
stupid as to affect it, do but wound our ears, when 
they utter their presumption, but never acquire the 
char^ter for which they labour. — And here, I hesi- 
tate, not for want of matter to urge against you and 
your family, but because I am in doubt where to 
begin. Shall I first say, how your father Tromes 
was loaded with his chain and log, when a slave to 
Elpias, who taught graipmar at the temple of The- 
seus? Or, how your mother, by those marriagds 
daily repeated, in her cell near the hero * Calamitcs, 

> TAe her6. Sec. i e. near the cbapel dedicated to this hero^ or 
near the place where his statae was erected. 
VOL. II. X 
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maintained this noble figure, this accomplished 
acior of third characters ? Or, how Phormio, the 
piper in our navy, the slave of Dion, raised her up 
from this honourable employment ^ No! I call the 
gods to witness, that I fear to mention what is suited 
to your character, lest I should be betrayed into a 
language unbecoming my own* Let these things be 
then buried in silence ; and let me proceed directly 
to the actions of his own life ; for the person now 
before you is not of ordinary rank, but eminent,— 
yes, as an object of public execration. It is but 
lately,--*latcly, I say, but yesterday, thai he com- 
menced at once a citizen and a speaker. By the 
help of two additional syllables, he transformed his 
father from Tromes to Atrometus, and dignified his 
mother with the stately name of Glaucothea >. And 
now, observe the ingratitude and malignity of his 
nature.. Though raised by your favour from slavery 
1o freedom, from beggary to affluence, far from re- 
taining the least afFection to his country, he hath 
hired himself to oppose our interests. As to those 
parts of his conduct, where his disaffection may be- 
at all disputable, i pass them over: but what he 
evidently and incontestably committed, as an ageut 
to our enemies, this I must recal to view. 

— Who knows not the banished Antipho? He 
who promised Philip to set fire to our arsenal, and, 

■ Glaucothea. The original adds, who^ every one knows, nvas 
cafhd Empusij, &c. [i. e. Hag or S|»ctre.] This, with the <«»• 
ai^iigoeU, hath httt\ fufpQsefy omiiXtdi in the translation. 
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for this purpose, came back to Athcins. And, when 
1 had seized him in his concealment at the Pirseus, 
when I produced him to the assembly, so effectual 
was the violence of this railer, so prevalent were 
bis clamours, — that *^ my actions were not to be 
** tolerated in a free government.'* — " t insulted 
** the misfortunes of my fellow-citizens*'* — ** I 
" forced into their hotises without authority:*' — 
That this man was suffered to escape unsentenced. 
And, had not the court of Areopagus been informed 
of the transaction, had they not perceived your 
error, an error so dangerous on so critical an occa- 
sion; had they not pursued this man; had they 
tiot once more seized, and brought him before you, 
criminal as he was, he must have been snatched 
From justice, and, instead of meeting the punish- 
ment due to his offences, (thanks to this pompous 
speaker,) retired in security. But, happily, you 
gave him the torture, and you punished him with 
death: a punishment which this his advocate 
should have suffered. And, so justly did the coun- 
cil of Areopagus conceive of his conduct, upon this 
occasion, that, when influenced by the same error 
which so often proved fetal to your interests, you 
had appointed him a pleader for your privileges in 
the temple of Ddos, this council, to whom your 
appointment was referred, and who were to ratify 
the nomination, instantly rejected this man as ^ 
traitor, and appointed Hyperides to plead. On this 
occasion, were their suffrages given solemnly at the 
altar; and not one suffrage could this misciheant 
obtain. To prove this, call the witnesses^ 

3C 2 
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Tke Wiimsses. 

/^ CALLIAS3 Zcao, Cleon, gnd Denwi^icus^ ip th# 
^^ name of all the Areqpagites, testify \i^ bfb^lf q( 
" Demosthenes, that, at the time yfhtn th^ peopk 
^' had chosen iCscbines a9 advocate for th^ rights of 
^* Athens in the temple of Delos, b^jft^e fchtj-Am* 
" phictyons, we in full council cleteri»ined that 
" Hyperides was more worthy to speak for the state^ 
'^ And Hyperides was accordingly commisgiofled " 

Thus, by rejecting this man, when on the point 
of proceeding on his commbsion, and by substiti;itr 
ing another, the council did in effect declare him 4 
traitor and an enemy to Athens. Here then we 
ha^ve a fact which clearly oiarks the ppbliq oondtjct 
of this noble personage : such a fact ^ differs widely 
frpfl[i those he hath urged against me. One more 
Uiere is, not to b^ forgotten. When Python, the 
Byjjantinp came on his cmbaspy from Philip ; and 
came attended by commissioners, from a|^ the sieve: 
ral powers in league with Macedon ; as if to expose 
BSj as if to bring witnesses of our injxi^tjce ; then 
di4 1 stand forth ; a,nd instead of s^bniitti^ to tbf 
insolence pf Python, instead of yielding to th,e tor- 
rent of hisabusie against the state; I retorted tbe 
Qha^ge; I supported the rights of ^theps^ AxJjd 
-wi^h such powerful evidence did I dempp^trat?: th^ 
iniujrio>is conduct of our en^rpy, that l^is owaco*:^ 
^federates were themselves forced to.rise, apd to cfm,- 
fcss it. But ilistjbines wa^ tb?, gre^)t coradjutor of 
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this man. He gave testimony against his country : 
and falsely toa. Nor did he stop here. In some 
time after this transaction, he held and was detected 
in bis intercourse with Anaxinus the spy, at the 
bouse of Thraso. And surely the man who holdi 
his private interviews, who confers with an agent of 
eur enemies, is himself a spy, and an enemy to hif 
Country. ^To prove my allegations, call the wit- 
lasses. 

The Witnesses. 

*^ Celedemus, Cleon, and Hyperides, being 
** duly sworn, testify in behalf of Demosthenes, 
** that, to their knowledge, iEschines repaired to 
•' the house of Thraso, at an unseasonable hour of 
" the night, and there held conference with Anax- 
" inus legally convicted 'of being Philip's spy. This 
** deposition was signed in the archonship ofNicias, 
** the third day of the month Hecatombaeon.*' 

NuMBEBitEss other articles I could urge against 
himi but I suppress them. For the fact is this: I 
ntight display the many instances, in which his con- 
duct, during these periods, was equally calculated 
to serve our enemies, and to indulge his malice^ 
against me. But so slight are the impressions which 
such things mak,e" on your minds, that they are not 
even remembered, much less received with due re- 
sentment. Nay, so dangerous a custom hath pre- 
vailed, that you have granted full liberty to every 
man who pleased, to supplant and lo malign your 

X 3 
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fiiithful ooimsellbr : thus exchanging the real wel- 
hre of your country, for the pleasure of listening to 
personal abuse. Hence is it ever easier and less 
dangerous for the servile tool of our enemies to earQ 
his bribes, than for him to serve the rtate^ who hath 

attached himself to your interests. ^That he 

manifestly supported the cause of Philip, previous 
to the commencement of hostilities, shocking as it 
is, (yes ! I call heaven and earth to witness ! for it 
was an opposition to his country;) yet forgive him, 
jf you please, forgive him this. But when this 
prince avowedly made prizes of our ships, wh^ the 
Chersonesus was plundered by his troops, when he 
marched in person into Attica, when affairs were 
^O. longer doubtful, but the war raged at our very 
gates ; then was this slanderer entirely inactive ; no 
instance of his zeal can this theatrical ranter shew^ 
not one decree of any import, great or small, w^s 
ever framed by ^schines, in defence of your inte- 
rt^ts. If he defies this, let him break in upon the 
tim^ allowed fpr my df f<?nce^ apd let him produce 

such decree. Np; he cannot! He is, there- 

$>re, necessarily reduced to th|s alternative. Ife 
must ackfipwledge, either that the pfieasqrcs I pro« 
posed on that occasion w^re pot liable to pensure, 
as he hifnsplf never oflffered to suggest any other mea- 
sures ; fir that his attachment to o^r enemies pre* 
vented him from <}irecting us to some better course. 

-^ Pqt was hp thus silent, was he thus inactive, 

whep th^re was an opportunity of injuring his 
pountry ? On this occasion^ no ipan could I^ heard^ 
^u^ ^bincs, 
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And, yet, the indulgence of the state may pos-* 
sibly endure the other instances of his clandestine 
conduct; but one there is, my countrymen! one 
act of his, that crowns all his former treasons. A 
subject on which he hath exhausted his whole ar- 
tifice, in a tedious narrative of decrees about the 
Locrians of Amphissa, as if to pervert the truth;' 
But this cannot be ! impossible ! no, nor shall this^ 
profusion of words ever wash away the stain of guilf 
from thy conduct upon this occasion. — And here, 
and in your presence, ye Athenians, I invoke all the 
deities of heaven, all the divine guardians of our 
coimtry, and, above all, the Pythian Apollo, tute--? 
lary god of Athens. I beseech these powers to 
grant me safety and prosperity, as I now speak the 
truth, as I at first publicly spake the truth, from' 
riie moment that I found the miscreant engaging in 
this transaction. For he could not escape my no-* 
tice : no, I instantly detected him. — But, if to in- 
dulge my spleen, if from personal animosity, I pro-^ 
duce a false charge against him ; may these godf 
blast my hopes of happiness ! — But, why this so* 
lemnity of imprecation ? Why all this vehemence ? 
—The reason is this. We have the authentic re- 
cords in our archives, which prove my charge : you' 
yourselves remember the transactions clearly: addj- 
yet, I have my feare, that he may be deemed ah in- 
strument too mean for such great mischiefs as ht' 
hath really effected. This was the case, when he' 
brought down ruin upon the wretched Phocians, by 
the false ass^uranccs which he gave in our assembly.* 

X4 . 
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Vor^ ^ to the Amphyfissean war, which qpened the 
gates of £latffia to our enemy, which ga?e him the 
command of the Amphictyonic army, and at oooe 
overtomed the fortune of Greece ; here stands the 
great agent in this black design, the sole canst of 
all the grievous calamities we endured. When I 
attested this in the assembly; when I exclaimed 
with all my powers, ^^ You are bringiDg an Okonj 
^ to our gates ; yes, i^E^hines, the whole AmfJuo 
'< tyonic body to fell upon us;** his co-adjutois at 
ooce silenced me ; while others stood confounded 
at the assertion, and regarded it as a grouadlesa 
charge, the effect of personal animosity. — But, since 
you were at that time prevented from receiving the 
important information, attend, now, my couotry- 
men ! hear the /true nature of this whole trapsao 
tion ; the secret motives which produced, and the 
contrivance which effected it. So shall you disco- 
ver a scheme well concerted, receive new and use- 
ful lights into the history of public affairs, and see 
w^hat deep designs the heart of Philip could con- 
oeiye. 

This prince saw no means of terminating his 
war with Athene, np resource, unless he were tp 
^rm the Thebaps and Thessalians against us. No 
rQspvirce, I say : for, althopgh the cpndijct pf your 
generals had b^en scandalous and qnsticcessful, yet 
^e wftr itself, and the vigilance of our cruisers, btd 
involved him ip numberl^s distresses ; as he found 
It equally impracticable to export the produce Qf 
his ^ipgdpm, and to supply his pwn depaands, by 
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importfttien. He wan not, at thai tkne, superior tn 
1^ at sea: nor could he penetrate snto Attica bjr 
land, while the Thessalians refused to follow hia^ 
and the Thebans d^ied him a passage through 
theirterritory. Victsorious, therefore, as he proved 
against your generals ; (such as you employed ; — of 
that I shaU not speak ;) yet, still, the situation of his 
kingdom, and the eurcunistances^ on each side, re^ 
duced htm, in the eirent^ to great distress, ife ki^w* 
that his private interest could not obtain the kast 
regard, either from Thcb^ or Thessaly, as a motive 
for engagii^g in hostilities against us : but, could he 
QBce be admitted to lead their forces in some com* 
mon cause of theirs, he trusted to the united power 
ej fraud and ikttery, an4 was confident of successu 
His scheme, then, was this ; and observe how well 
it was concerted, — '^to embroil the Amphictyons 
ha a war, by raising dissensions, in their general aa^ 
sembly. For, in such a war, he presumed that he 
should soon be wanted. And, now, were be ta 
choose the instrument of this design, either frona hia 
own deputies, or frbm those of his confederates, this 
must awaken suspicion : the Thebans, and Th^^ 
saltans, and all the states must be roused to strictest 
vigilance.- But could he obtain an Athenian for l^is. 
agent, a citizen of that state which avowedly op- 
posed him, this must secure hin^ from detection. 
Thus he reasoned; and thus was the event. How 
then was this- point gained ? By bribing iEschines. 
Hwe stands the man, who seized the advantage of 
that inattention, that unsuspecting confidence^ which 
y^utoo frequently discover upon such occasions! 
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was propoaed as one of our representatives, and, by 
the few voices of a faction, confirmed in this com- 
mission. Thus invested with the august authority 
of his state, he repairs to the general council ; and, 
regardless of all other concerns, applies himself di- 
rectly to the service for which he had received his 
wages. He frames his specious harangues, he de- 
livers his legendary tale of the Cyrrhaean plain, and 
its consecration ; and prevails on the hieromnemons 
(men unexperienced in the artifices of a speaker, 
men, whose views never were extended beyond the 
present moment) to decree that a survey should be 
bad of this district, which the people of Arophissa 
claimed and occupied as their own ; but which this 
man now asserted to be sacred ground : not pro- 
^^^ed by any insolence of the Locrians, by any fine 
which they imposed upon our state ; as he now pre- 
tends; — but falsely i — as I shall convince you by 
one undoubted proof. Unless citation had been 
r^ularly issued, it was impossible for the Locrians 
to have commenced any suit against our state. Who 
then cited you ? Produce the record of this citation. 
Name the man who can inform us of it: let him 
appear. No; you cannot Your pretence there- 
fore is false and groundless. 

Thb Amphictyons, then, having proceeded to the 
survey of this district, agreeably to his direction, 
were assaulted by the Locrians, with a violence 
which had well nigh proved fatal to them all. 
Some of the hieromnemons were even made pri- 
•ppei'S. And when the ferment became generals 
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and war wa^ denounced against the Amphi;js£ean8y 
Cottyphus was at first chosen to lead the Amphic- 
tyonic army. But when some states refused to obey 
his summons^ and those who did obey, refused to 
act; in the next general council, Philip was ap- 
pointed to the command. So ^f&ctual was the in- 
fluence of his agents, the old traitors of Thessaly, 
and those of oUier states. Nor did their allegations 
want a fair and ^)mous colour. *^ Either we must 
^^ raise a $ub^dy,^V said they, *' maintain a merce«> 
^' nary army, and fine those people who infuse 
♦* their quota ; or we must choose him general/* 
Need I say more ? He was chosen. His forces were 
cx>Ilected with the utmost dilig^ice : he marched, as 
if towards Cyrrha, But now, — ^&reweU, at once, t« 
fill regard either to theCyrrhasans or the Locrians ! 
He seizes Elatsea**— Had not the Thebans, then, 
instantly repented, and united with our state, the 
whole force of this invasion must have fallen,^ like a 
thunder-storm, on Athens. But, in this critical 
conjuncture, they started up and stopped his prcH 
gress : a blessing which you owe to some gracious 
divinity, who then defended us ; and, under him, 
to me, as far as one man could be the instrument of 

such a blessing. Give me the decrees. Produce 

the date of each transaction. Tims shall you see 

* H^. seizes Eiataa, 3rc. Which hy its situation commanded 
the territory of Attica and Bc^otia, $o as to awe both Thebes and 
• Atbeqi. — But we shall imn^edia^ely learn the policy of this^tep 
from Demosthenes himself; and the cause of that dreadful con- 
sternation it raised in Athens, which the speaker is just now to 
paint in such Hvely colours. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ii0 DSMOSTKBNES* OriiXIX. 

whftt infimte tohhaSMk thif tbandotied wTc«cb 
could tnke, ^nd yet eicape n^imisfadl^ Rdid (hcS 

Til^ Duree of the An^hicfyims. 

^* In the pontificate of QinAgonM. At tfaegCfiM^ 
^'. lal assembly of Ampfaictyofis, b^ in the spring, 
*' it is assoi^y^D by the FTi«AG0Ri£, and iia^ 
<< sessocs ia the said assedibly^ that, wher^is the 
^ people of Amphissa ccmtinue to profane tbd con- 
^< secrated lands^ and do at this tif£ie actually 
** occupy them, by tillage and pasture, — the I^la- 
^^ gors9 and assessors shall repair to tbe said I^ld^ 
^ and determine the boundaries by pillars; strictly 
<< enjotning the people of Amphksa to cease from 
^ such violation for the future/' 

Another Thcree. 

" In die pontificate of Clkjagoras, at the gpneral 
*^ assembly held in the spring. Whereas the peo- 
*' pie of Amphissa have cantoned out the conse- 
** crated lands^ have occupied them by tillage and 
/^ pasture, and, w{)en summoned to desist from 
♦* such profanation, rose up in arms, and forcibly 
^'repelled the general, council of Greece, wounding 
^' some of the members, and particularly Cottyphus 
^* the Arcadian general of the Amphictyons ; — It 
<* is therefore resolved b^ the Pylagorae, the as- 
*' sessors, and the general assembly, that a deputa- 
^' tion shall be sent to PhiUp king of Macedoo^ 
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^' mviting h«ft to aasi^fe ApiAh^ and ti«e Amphip- 
*' \ym^ a«4 to yfspel the outrage of the wretched 
^* Aniphtesiron3 1 4nd f«rthec to declare that he is 
^* f:Qiistit»tad 1^ all the Gre^s, a m«iber of the 
*^ jCQiuicil of AmphictjFonajgfineral and commander 
^' of &«if forces ; with fuU and unlimited powtts/^ 

RftA9 HQ^ the date of these transiaotions ; for they 
correspond pi^actly with the time in which he ^ted 
9$ oiir representative. 

7%e Date-. 
In the abchonshjp op Mnksithi0es, thb 

aiXT^.BNTH PAY OF THB MONTH AnTHBSTBEIOI^* 

Give me the letter, which, when the Thebana 
had refused to concur with him, Philip sent to his 
confederates ia Peloponnesus, This wiU fully prove 
that the -real motive of this enterprise was studio 
ously concealed, I nuean his design against Greece> 
his schemes, ag^in^t Thebea and Athens ; while he 
affected but to execute the orders of the Amphicr 
tyonic council : a pretence, for which hcs waa in* > 
dehted to this niaa, — Bead. 



J7fe Letter. 

*** PKii.iFKing of Maoedon, to the magistrateis 
and counsellors of the confocferated people o( 
P^poonesus^ health. 
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" WttERSAS the Locn^ii^ledOtolse^ inhabitants 
" of Amphfssa^ profanely commk outrages on the 
^^ temple of Apollo in Delphi, and in an hostile 
^' man net invade, and make depredations in, the 
** saered territory; know ye, that we have re- 
•' solved, in conjunction with you, to assert the 
" rights of the god, and to oppose those impiou^ 
•* wretches, who have thus presumed to violate all 
^' that is accounted sacred among men. Do you, 
•* therefore, meet me in arms at Phocis, with pro- 
** visions for forty days, within this present month 
•• called by us Loiis, by the Athenians, Boedro- 
^ mion, and, by the Corinthians, Panemus. Such 
'* as attend us shall be duly consulted, and all mea- 
^* sures pursued with their concurrence ; they who 
'* refuse obedience to these orders, shall be pa-* 
^* nished. FarewelL*' 

You see with what cautioti he keeps his real pur- 
pose concealed; how he flics for shelter to the acts 
of the Amphictyons. And who was the man that 
procured him this subterfuge ? Who gave him such 
plausible pretences ? Who was the great author of 
all our calamities ? Was it not this man ? — Yet, 
mistake me not, Athenians ; when our public ca- 
lamities are the subject of your convei^sation, say 
not that we owe them entirely to a single person. 
No, not to one; let heaven and earth bear witness 1 
but to many abandoned traitors in the several states, 
in which number he stands distinguished : he, whom 
if jxo regards controulcd me, I should not scruple 
to pronounce the accursed destroyer of persons^ 
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places, cities, all that tvere involved in the general' 
overthrow* For the sower of the seed is sorely the 
author of the whole harvest of mischief. Asto- 
nishing indeed it is, that you can behold <him, 
and not instantly turn away with horror frofn an 
object so detestable. But this is the effect of that 
thick cloud, in which the truth has lain concealed. 

. And thus, from touching slightly on the desigps; 
which he pursued against his country, I am Ifidi 
naturally to those ^measures in which I was myself 
eogaged,^ in opposition to such traitorous designs. 
These demand our attention for various i-easons ; . 
chiefly, because it would be shameful, when I have 
labotired in your service i^ith indefatigable zeil, to 
i:efuse to hear my services recounted.^ — No sooner /^/ 
then did I perceive the Thebans, I might have ^d 
the Athenians also, deceived so eflfectually by those 
agents which Philip's gold had secured in each 
statCj as to look with indifference upon an object 
i^ually formidable to both, I mean the increasing 
power of this prince : no sooner did I see them rc-^ 
sign all thoughts of guarding against his progress ; 
and, in defiance of their coitimon danger, ready 
to encounter each other, in mutual enmity ; than I 
roused all my vigilance, exerted my incessant ef- 
forts, to prevent such rupture. This I considered 
as a real service to my country ; and pot upon my 
own judgment only ; I had the authority of Aris- /^ SI 
tophon and Eubuhis to confirm me: men- who had 
ever laboured to effect this scheme of union be- 
tween the two states : (however violent tlieir oppor 
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aition upon other points, ia this they ever we^e 
agreed:) nafea who, when livings were persecuted 
by thy abjedt flattery ; yet ndw, when they are no 
mo2($, thou presumest to arjfaign their conduct. So 
Io6t art tWu to shame ! Yes, thoU scandal to kh 
matiity ! for whatever is urgi^d against me, with fd- 
spect to Thebes, affects their characters much nioi* 
than mine. They had declared loudly for this al- 
liance long before it was proposed by me.— But I 
haw digressed too far.— —When .Slschines had ef- 
fected this Amphi^asan war: when his traitorouf 
co-adjutors had possessed our minds with anirao* 
sjty against the Tbebans, then great secret of that 
confo^on raised among the states was no^ disco- 
vered, Philip marched directly to attack us. And, 
bad we not been suddenly awakened to a vig<tfoti< 
exertion of our pdwers, the danger must hate ofer- 
whelmed us; so far had these men carried on their 
desperate design. — But, to form a perfect judgment 
of the terms on which we then stood with Thebes, 
consnlt your own decrees, and the answers received^ 
on this occasion.— Take them. — Read. 

y1 Decree. 

^^ In the archonship of Herdpythns, on the 
^ twenty-fifth day of the month Elaphebolijon, the 
** Er^ethian tribe presiding, the senate and geoerals^ 
** came to tbe-'following resolution : 

'' Wher:ras Philip hath possessed himself of 
*' some adjacent cities, and demolished others, and 
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*^ is actually preparing to make an inroad into 
" Attica, (in manifestcpntemptof his engagements) 
" and to rescind all his late treaties and obligations, 
*^ without the least regard to public faith : It is 
'' KE SOLVED, that ambassadors shall be sent to 
^* confer with him, and to exhort him to preserve 
'^ that harmony, and to adhere to those engage- 
** ments which have hitherto subsisted between us: 
'* at least, that he may grant the state time tp de- 
" liberate, and make a truce, till the month Thar- 
** gelion. — Simus, Euthydemus, and Bulagoras, arc 
** elected from the senate for this commission." 



Another Detree* . . 

'* In the archonship of Heropythus, the last day 
" of the month Munichion ; — ^at the motion pf the 
" polemarch: 

' " Whereas Philip is exerting his most strenu-' 
^^ ous efforts to alienate the Thebans from us, and' 
*^ prepares to march with all his army to the fron- 
*^ tiers of Attica, in direct violation of the treaty 
'* now subsisting between us:— It is resolved by 
** the senate and people of Athens, that an herald 
" and ambassadoi's be sent to him, who shall require 
** and demand a cessation of hostilities, that the 
" people may have an opportunity of deliberating 
" on this exigency ; as at present they are inclined 
** to judge that the honour of the state cannot be 
^^ supported but. by an extraordinary and vigortus 
^ opposition. Nearchus and Polycrates are chosen 
VOL. II. T 
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^^ for this commission from the senate; and Euno- 
" mus from the people, in quality of herald.** 

Now read the answer^ 

Philip's Answer to the Athenians. 

^^ Philip, king of Macedon> to (be senate and 
" people of Athens, health ! 

*^ How you have been affected towards us from 
** the beginning, we are by no means ignorant : nor- 
' ^^ of that assiduity with which yon have laboured 
M to bring over to your party the Thessalians, the 
" Thebans, and even the Boeotians. As these peo- 
^' pie had just ideas of their real interests, and have 
^^ refused to submit to your dit^ction, when you 
" find yourselves disappcrinted, you send heralda 
'' and ambassadors to us, to put us in mind of iot* 
'^ mer treaties ; and you demand a truce, although 
*« you have in no one instance felt the force of our 
^^ arms. I, on my part, have admitted your am« 
<^ bassadors to an audience. - J agree to your de* 
'^ roands, and am ready to grant the cessation 
*^ which you require, provided that you remove your 
^^ evil counsellors, and brand them with the ia£imy 
" which they so justly merit. J'areWelL" 

The Answer to the Thehans. 

*^ Philip, king of Macedon, to the iscnate and 
<* ^ople of Thebes, health. .^ . , 
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" I HAVE received your letter, wherein you take 
** notice of the harmony and peace subsisting be- ' 
** tween us. I am informed that the Athenians 
** have been assiduous in their solicitations, to pre- 
*' vail upon you to comply with them in those de- 
** mands which they have lately made. I must 
''.confess I formerly imagined that I had disco- 
" vered some dispositions in your state, to be in*« 
*' fluenced by their promises, and to acquiesce in 
" their measures : but now I have received full as- 
'* surances of your attachment to us, and of your 
** resolutions to live in peace, rather than to ^bmit 
*' to the guidance of foreign counsels. I. feel the 
*^ siucerest satisfaction, and highly applaud your 
** conduct; and more particularly as, by your ad- 
'* herence to us, you have in the most effectual 
'' manner, provided for your interests and safety. 
*' Persevere in the same sentiments, and in a short 
** time, I hope you will experience their good ef- 
** fects. Farewell I , 

Th0s, successful in confirming the mutual sepa* 
ration of oiir states, and elevated by these decrees 
and these replies, Philip now leads his forces for- 
ward, and seizes Elataea : presuming that^ at all 
events, Athens and Thebes never could unite. You 
^are no strangers to the confusion which this event 
raised within these walls. Yet permit me to relate 
some few striking circumstances of our own con- ^4^? 
9temation.-^It was evening. A courier arrived, -^ 
and, repairing to the presidents of the senafe, in- 
formed them that Elataea was taken. In a moment 
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some started from supper*; ran to the public place; 
drove the traders from their stations, and set fire to* 
their sheds : Some sent round to call the generals ; 
others clamoured for the trumpeter ^ Thus was 
the city one scene of tumult. ^The next morn- 
ing, by dawn of day, the presidents summoned thp 
senate. The people were instantly collected ; and, 
before any regular authority could convene their as- 
sembly, the whole body of citizens had taken their 
places above. Then the senate entered ; the presi- 
dents reported . their advices, and produced the 
courier. He repeated his intelligence. The henld 
then asked in form, who chooses to speak ? All 
was silence. The invitation, was frequently re- 
peated: still no man rose; though the generals, 
though the ordinary speakers were all present: 
though the voice of Athens then called on some 
man to speak and save her. For surely the regular 
and legal proclamation of the herald may be fairly 
deemed the voice of Athens. — If an honest solici- 
tude for the preservation of the state Iiad, on this 
occasion, been sufficient to call forth a speaker, 
then, my countrymen^ ye must have all arisen and 

• From sufper, i. e. From the table provided at the expense of 
fhe public, for such citizens as had been distinguished by their 
services and merits. 

^ Set fire to, &c. Wolfius asks why ? and for what purpose? 
The answer I apprehend is obvious. To clear the place for an 
assembly J and in their confusion and impatience they took the 
speediest and roost violent method. 

« The trumpeter. Possibly to summon the assembly on this ex- 
traordinary occasion, when there was no leisure nor opportuaity 
for thft regular and usual method of coaveoing the citicou. 
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crowded to the gallery : for well I know, this ho* 
nest solicitude had full possession, of your hearts. If 
wealt-h had obliged a man to speak, the three 
HUNDRED « must havc liscn. If patriot zeal and 
wealth united were the qualification necessary for 
the speaker, then should we have heard those gene^ 
rous citizens, whose beneficence was afterwards dis- 
played so nobly in the service of the state j for their 
benefjcehce proceeded from this union of wealth 
land patriot zeal. But the occasion, the great day, 
it seems, called not only for a well-afFected and an 
affluent citizen, but for the man who had traced 
these affairs to their very source ; who had formed 
the exactest judgment of Philip's motives, of his 
secret intentions, in this his conduct. He who was 
not perfectly informed of these, he who had not 
watched the whole progress of his actions with con- 
summate vigilance ; however zealously affected to 
the state, however blest witli wealth, was in nowise 
better qualified to conceive or to propose the mea- 
sures, which your interest demanded, on an occasion 
so critical. On that day then I was the man who 
stood forth. And the counsels I then proposed may 
now merit your attention, on a double account : first 
to convince you that, of all your leaders and mini- 
sters, I was the only one who maintained the post of 
a zealous patriot in your extremity, whose words 
and actions were devoted to your service, in the 

» Tke THREE HUND JED, I. <f. l^hc body of richer citizens who 
i^erc to advance money for the exigencies of the stale. See 
2io\e^ (^), on Olynthiac I. vol. i. p. 50. 

Y3 
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midst of public consternation; and, ^condly, tq 
enable you to judge more clearly of my other ac- 
tions, by granting a little time to this. — My speech 
then was thus : 

** Thet who are thrown into all this confusion, 
** from an opinion that the Thebans are gained over 
** to the interests of Philip, seem to me entirely 
** ignorant of the present state of affairs. Were 
** this the case, I am convinced ye would now heari 
** not that he was at Elataea, but on our very fron- 
** tier. His intent, (I clearly see it) in seizing this 
*' post, is to facilitate his schemes in Thebes. At- 
** tend, and I shall now explain the circumstances 
** of that state. Those of its citizens, whom his 
** gold could corrupt, or his artifice deceive, are all 
*' at his devotion ; those, who at first opposed, and 
'^ continue to oppose him, he finds incapable of 
*^ being wrought upon. What then is his design ? 
" Why hath he seized Elataea ?— That3 by drawing 
'^ up his forces, and displaying his powers upon the 
** borders of Thebes, he may inspire his adherents 
^^ with confidence and elevation, and strike such 
** terror into his adversaries, that fear, or force, 
'* may drive them into those measures they hav^ 
^* hitherto opposed. If then wc are resolved, in 
" this conjuncture, to cherish the remembrance of 
** every unkindness we may have received from the 
** Thebans, if we regard them with suspicion, as 
" men who have ranged them on the side of our 
** enemy, w^ shall, in the first place, act Agreeably 
*' to Philip's warmest Mashes : and then I am ap- 
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*' prehensive, that the party who how oppose him 
* ' may be brought over to his interest, the whole 
'*• city declare unanimously in his favour, and 
** Thebes and Macedon fall with their united 

'* force on Attica. Grant the due attention to 

/' what I shall propose ; let it be calmly weighed, 

** without dispute or cavil; and I doubt not but 

*' that my counsels may direct you to the best and 

** most salutary measureSs and dispel the dangers 

** now impending over the state. What then do I 

" propose ? — First, shake oflf that terror which hat^i 

** possessed your minds, and, instead of fearing for 

*' yourselves, fear for the Thebans : they are more 

** inamediafcly exposed, and must be the first to 

** feel the danger. In the next place, let all those 

** of the age for military service, both infantry and 

** cavalry, march instantly to Eleusis, that Greece 

/* may see that you too are assembled in arms ; and 

" your friends in Thebes be emboldened to assert 

** their rights : when they arc assured, that, as they 

*^ who have sold their country to the Macedonian, 

^^ have a force at £Jataea to support them, yon too 

** stand prepared to support their antagonists. I 

** recommfcnd it, in the last place, that you nomi- 

** i^te ten ambassadors, who, with the ^nerals, 

*' shall have full authority to determine the tim^ 

"and all other circunsstances of this march. 

** When these ambassadors shall arrive at Thebes, 

" how are they to conduct this great afiair ? This 

** is a point worthy your most serious attention, 

*' — — Make no demands at all of the Thebans: 

" at tSiis joocture, it would be disbcNooufabk. 

Y 4 
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** Assure them that your forces are ready, and but 
** wait their orders, to march to their support : as 
*' you are deeply affected by their danger, and have 
** been so happy as to foresee, and to guard against 
" it. If they are prevailed on to embrace these 
" overtures, we shall effectuate our great purpose, 
** and act with a dignity worthy of our state ; but, 
^' should it happen that we are not so successful, 
" whatever misfortunes they may suffer, to thcm- 
** selves they shall be imputed ; while your conduct 
** shall appear, in no one instance, inconsistent with 
** the honour and renown of Athens." 

These, and other like particulars did I suggest 
I came down amidst the universal applause of the 
assembly, without one word of opposition or dissent. 
Nor did I thus speak; without proposing my decree 
in form ; nor did I propose my decree^ without 
proceeding on the embassy ; nOr did I proceed on 
the embassy, without prevailing on the Thebans. 
Prom first to last, my conduct was uniform, my 
perseverance invariable, my whole powers entirdy 
devoted to repel the dangers then encompassing tjic 
-state. Produce the decree made on this occasion. 
Say, -Eschines, what character are we to ascribe 
to you, on that great day ? And, in what light arxi 
I to be considered ? As a Battalus, the odious name 
your scorn and malice have given me ? And you, a 
hero of no ordinary rank, a dramatic hero, a Cres- 
phontes, a Creon, or an Oenomaus, the character in 
which your vile perfonnance was punished with 
such heavy stripes ? On that day our country had 
full proof that I, the Battalus, could perform more 
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worthy services than you, the Oenoniausi You 
performed no services at all : I discharged the duty 
of a faithful citizen in the amplest manner. 

The Decree. 

*' In the archonship of Nausicles, the Aiantidian 
^' tribe presiding, on the sixteenth day of the month 
** Scirrophorion, Demosthenes, the son of Demos^- 
*' thenes, of the Paeanian tribe, proposed this de* 
^' cree, 

^^ Whereas, Philip, king of the Macedonians, 

.*^ hath, in various times past, violated the treaty of 

** peace subsisting between him and the state of 

. ♦* Athens, in open contempt of his most solemn 

/* engagements, and of all that is esteemed sacred 

*' in Greece; poss^sing himself of cities to which 

** he had no claim or pretensions, reducing some to 

** slavery that were under the Athenian jurisdic* 

** tion; and this, without any previous injury 

' *' committed on the part of Athens. And, whereaSj 

^^^ he, at this time, perseveres in his outrages and 

** cruelty, imposing his garrisons on the cities of 

•** Greece, subverting their consitutions, enslaving 

^* their inhabitants, and razing their walls ; in some, 

^* dispossessing the Greeks, and establishing bar- 

♦* barians ; abandoning the temples and sepulchres 

" to their inhuman rage, (actions agreeable to his 

<^ country and his manners,) insolent in his present 

*' fortune, and forgetful of that mean origin, from 

** whence he hath arisen to this unexjjccted power. 
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** And, whereas, while the Athenian people beheJd 
^* him extending his donunion over states and 
*' countries like his own, barbarous and detached 
" from Greece, they deemed themselves little af- 
** fected, or injured by spch conquests -, but now, 
*' when Grecian cities are insulted by his arms, or 
** totally subverted, they justly conceive it would 
•* be unwarrantable and unworthy of the glory of 
^^ their illustrious ancestors, to look on with indif- 
** ferencc, while the Greeks are thus reduced to 
^ slavery. — For these reasons, the sen at b and 
** PEOPLE OF Athens, (with due veneration to the 
** gods and heroes, guardians of the Athenian city 
** and territory, whose aid they now implore; and 
** with due attention to the virtue of their ances- 
** tors, to whom the general- liberty of Greece was 
'* ever dearer than the particular interest of their 
" own state,) have besolted^ 

** That a fleet of two hundred vessels ^all 
*^ be sent to sea, (the admiral to cruise within the 
•• streights of Thermopylae:) That the generals and 
** commanders, both of horse and foot, shall march 
*^ with their respective forces to Eleusis: That 
'^ ambassadors shall be sent to the states of Greece; 
" and particularly to the Thebans, as the present 
<* situation of Philip threatens their confines mcMre 
'^ immediately: That these aoibassadors shall be 
" iristmcted to exhort them not to be terrified by 
** Philip, but to exert themselves in defence ©f 
** their own liberty^, and that of Greece ; to assure 
^^ them, that the people of Athene fdr from harr 
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^* bouring the least resentmentjon account of any for- 

** mer differences which might have alienated their 

^* states from each other, are ready to support them 

•* with all their powers, their treasures, their forces, 

** and their armsi well knowing that, to contend 

*^ for sovereignty among themselves, is an honour 

* * to the Greeks ; but to be commanded by a fa- 

*^ reigner, or to suffer him to wrest from them their 

** superiority, is unworthy of the Grecian dignity, 

** and the glorious actions of their ancestors ; — ^Ta 

^* assure them, that the Athenian people do not 

** look on those of Thebes as aliens, but as kins- 

** men and countrymen ; that the good offices con- 

*^ ferred on Thebes, by their progenitors, arc ever 

<* fresh in their memory, who restored the descend* 

** ants of Hercules to their hereditary dominions, 

*^ from which they had been expelled by the Pelo*- 

** ponnesians, and, by for« of arms, subdued all 

'V those who opposed themselves to that illustrious 

** family ; who kindly entertained Oedipus and his 

*^ adherents, in the time of their calamity; and 

<* who have transmitted many odier monuments of 

** their affection and respect to Thebes : — ^That the 

** people of Athens, therefore, will not, at this con- 

** j^uncture, desert the cause of Thebes and Greece j 

" but are ready to enter into engagements, defen- 

** sive and offensive, with the Thebans, cemented 

*^^ and confirmed by a mutual liberty of intermar- 

^* riage, and by the oaths of each party, tendered and 

** accepted with all due solemnity. The ambassadors 

*' chosen on this occasion are, Demosthenes^ Hype*. 
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•* rides, Mnesithides, Democratcs, and Callaes* 
*' chrus." 

Here was the foundation laid, here was the first 
establishment of our interest in Thebes- Hitherto 
the traitors had been too successful; and all was 
animosity, aversion, and suspicion, between the 
cities. But, by this decree, that danger which hung 
lowering over our state, was in an instant dissipated 
like a vapour.-— :And surely it was the duty of an 
honest citizen, if he had any better measures to 
propose, to have declared them publicly, not to have 
cavilled now. For the counsellor and the syco- 
phant are characters entirely different in every par- 
ticular; but in this are they more especially dis- 
tinguished from eacR other, that the one fairly de- 
clares his opiiiion previous to the event ; and makes 
himself accountable to those he hath influenced, to 
fortune, to: the times, to the world : while the other 
J8 silent when he ought to speak ; but when some 
melancholy accident bath happened, he dwells on 
this with the most invidious censure. That was the 
time (I repeat it) for a man sincerely attached to 
his country, and to truth. Yet, such is my confi- 
dence in the abundant merits of my cause, that if 
any man can^ now, point out a better course, nay, 
if there be any course at all, but that which I pur- 
sued, I shall confess myself criminal ; for if any 
more expedient conduct hath been now discovered, 
J allow that it ought not to have escaped me. But 
if thcr^ neither is, nqr was, nor can be such a con- 
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duct pointed out, no, not at this day, what was - 
the part of your minister ? was it not to choose tlie 
best of such measures as occurred j of such as were 
really in his power ? And this I did (^schines !) 
when the herald asked in due form, *^ who chooses 
*^ to address the people ?" Not " who will inveigh 
^^ against things past ?" Not " who will answer for 
^^ things to come ?'* In this juncture you kept your 
seat in the assembly without uttering one ^ord, I 
rose up and spoke. — ^Well, though you were then 
silent, yet, now explain your sentiments. Say, ^hat 
expedient was there, which I should have devised f 
What favourable juncture was Ipst to the state, l^ 
my means ? What alliance, what scheme of conduct 
was there, to which I should have rather led my fel- 
low-citizens ? Not that the time once elapsed is ever 
made the subject of debate : For that tin>e, no Boan 
ever suggests expedients. It is the coming, or tlie^ 
present juncture which demands the offices of a: 
counsellor. And in that juncture^ when some of 
our misfortunes, it seems, were coming on, some 
were already present, consider my intention; do 
not point your malice at the event. The final issue 
of all human actions depends on God. Do' not then 
impute it as my offence, that Philip was victorious in 
the battle. This is an event determined by God, not 
by me. Let it be proved that I cjid not take every 
precaution which human prudence could suggest ; 
that J did not exert myself with integrity, with assi- 
duity, with toil even greater th^n my strengths- 
that the conduct I pursued was not noble, was not 
worthy df the state^ was not necessary : let this be, 
4 
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proved, and then accuse me. But, if a sudden clap 
of thunder, if a furious tempest burst at once upon 
us, and laid pfostrate not our state alone, but every 
state in Greece : — What then ? Am I to be accused ?. 
With equal justice might the trader, who sends out 
his vessel equipped and furnished for a voyage, be 
deemed guilty of her wreck, when she had encoun- 
tered a storm so violent, as to indamage, nay, to 
tear down her tackle. He might plead thus> " I . 
•* was not pilot in the voyage." Nor was I com* 
Slander of your array ; nor I master of Fortune. 
She it is who commands the world* — ^And let this 
be duly weighed : If, when the Thebans engaged 
on our side, we were yet fated to this calamity i 
what were we to expect, if they had not only been 
detlEiched from us, but united with pur enemy, in 
compliance with all his urgent solicitations. If, 
when the armies fought at a distance of three days 
nsarch from Attica, such danger and constertiation 
fell on this city, what if the defeat had happened in 
our own territory ? Think ye that we could have 
stood ? That we could have assembled here ? That 
we could have breathed ? The respite of One day (at 
least of two or three) is oftentimes of signal moment 
to the preservation of a people. — In the other case 
— But I cannot bear to meiltion what we must have 
sufier^d, if this state had not been protected by the 
favour of some god, and the interposition of thiA 
alliance, the perpetual subject (^schines) of your 
clamorous malice. 

- All this particular discussionjis addressed to you. 
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ye Judges, and to those auditors who rtmf racmdii 
the tribunal. As to this misareanr^ be needs but 
one short and plain reply. If you, iEschines^ were 
the only man among us Avho foresaw the issue ; it 
i)vas your duty to have foretold it to your country- 
men : if you did not foresee it, you are as account'^ 
able for such ignorance as any other citizen. What 
better right then have you to urge this as a crime 
against me, than I, to accuse you upon the same oc- 
casion ? When, at this juncture, not to mention 
others, I approved myself so far a better citizen than 
you, as I was entirely devoted to what appeareld the 
true interest of my country j not nicely weighing, 
hot c«K:e considering my private danger^ while yoct 
never proposed any better measures ; else we had 
adopted these: nor, in the prosecution of thcsc^ 
were we assisted by any services of yours. 'No, the 
event discovered, that your conduct had been such 
as the basest, the most inveterate enemy to this state 
roust have pursued. And, observable indeed it is, that 
at the very time when Aristratus at Naxus, and Aris* 
tolaus at Thassus, equally the avowed foes of Athens, 
are harassing the Athenian partisans by pmsecu-* 
tions ; here, JEschines hath brought his accusation 
against Demosthenes. But the man who derives 
his consequence from the calamities of Greecei 
ahould, rather, meet his own punishment, than stand 
up to prosecute another : the man whose interest! 
ire advanced l^ conjunctures most favourable to 
fhose of our public enemies, can never, surely, be a 
friend to our country. And, that this is your casa^ 
four. life, your actions, the measures you have, pur^ 
ffiuedyuthe measures' you have declined, all demon^ 
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strate. Is there any thing effected, which procnises 
advantage to the state? JEschincs is mute. Are 
tre crossed by an untoward accident? -/Eschines 
arises. Just as our old sprains and fractures again' 
become sensible^ when any malady hath attacked 
our bodies. 

^ V / BuT) since he hath insisted. so much, upon the 
\ > cvent> I shall hazard a bold assertion. But, in the 
name of Heaven, let it not be deemed extravagant : 
Ipt it be weighed with candour. I say then, that 
had we all known what fortune was to attend our 
cffi)rts; had we all foreseen the final issue; had 
you foretold it, iEschines; had you bellowed out 
your terrible denunciations ; (you whose voice was 
never heard ;) yet, even in such a case, must this 
city have pursued the very same conduct^ if she had 
retained a thought of glory, of her ancestors, or of 
luture times. For, thus, she could only have been 
deemed unfortunate in her attempts : and misfor- 
tunes are the lot of all men, whenever it may please 
Jlcaven to inflict them. But if that state, which 
once claimed the first rank in Greece, had resigned 
this tank, in time of danger, she had incurred the 
censure of betraying the whole nation to the enemy# 
— If we had indeed given up those points without 
one blow, for which our fathers encountered every 
peril, who would not have spurned you with scorn ? 
rb«, the author of such conduct ^ not the stattf, or me \ 
In the name of Heaven, say with what face could 
we have met those foreigners who sometimes visit 
us, if such scandalous supineness on t)ur part had 
brought affairs to their present situation ? If Kfcilip 
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had been chosen general of the Grecian army, an4, 
some other state had drawn the sword against this 
insidious nomination? And fought the battle, un- . 
assisted by the Athenians, that people who, in an- 
cient times, never preferred inglorious security to 
honourable danger ? What part of Greece, what 
part of the barbarian world has not heard, that the 
Thebans, in their period of success, that the Lace- 
demonians, whose power was older and more exten-, 
sive, that the king of Persia, would have chearfuUy 
and joyfully consented that this state should enjoy 
her own dominions, together with an accession of 
territory ample as her wishes, upon this condition^ . 
that she should receive law, and suffer another state / 
to preside in Greece ? But, to Athenians, this was a 
condition unbecoming their descent, intolerable to 
their spirit, repugnant to their nature, Athens 
never was once known to live in a slavish, though a 
secure obedience to unjust and arbitrary power. 
No : our whole history is one scries of noble con- 
tests for pre-eminence i the whole period. of our ex- 
istence hath been spent in braving dangers, for the 
sake of glory and renown. And so highly do you 
esteem such conduct, so consonant to the Athenian 
character, that those pf your ancestors who were 
most distinguished in the pursuit of it,, are ever the 
most favourite objects of your praise. And with 
reason. For who can reflect without astonishment 
upon the magnanimity of those men, who resigned 
their lands, gave up their city and embarked in their 
ships, to avoid the odious stat^ of subjection ? Who 
chose Themistocles, the adviser of this conduct, t© 
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command their forces; and, when Crysilus proposed 
that they should yield to the terms prescribed, 
stoned him to death ? Nay, the public indignation 
was not yet allayed. Your very wives inflicted the 
same vengeance on his wife^ For the Athenians of 
that day looked out for no speaker, no general to 
procure them a state of prosperous slavery. They 
had the spirit to reject even life, unless they were 
allowed to enjoy that life in freedom. For it was a 
principle fixed deeply in every breast, that man was 
not born to his parents only, but to his country. 
And mark the distinction. He who regards him- 
self as born only to his parents, waits in passive 
submission for the hour of his natural dissolution. 
He who considers that he is the child of his country 
also, is prepared to meet his fate freely, rather than 
behold that country reduced to vassalage : and thinks 
those insults and disgraces which he must meet, in 
a state enslaved, much more terrible than death. 
Should I then attempt to assert, that it was I who 
inspired you with sentiments worthy of your an- 
cestors, I should meet the just resentment of every 
liearcr. No : it is my point to shew, that such 
sentiments are properly your own j that they were 
the sentiments of my cpuntry, long before my days. 
I claim but my share of merit, in having acted on 
such principles, in every^part of my administration. 
He then who condemns every part of my admini- 
stration, he who directs you to treat me with seve- 
rity, as one who hath involved the state in terrors 
and dangers, while be labours to deprive me of 
present honour, robs you of the applause of all pos- 
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terity. For if yon now pronounce, that, as my public 
conduct hath not been right, Ctesiphon must stsind 
condemned, it must be thought that you yourselves 
have acted wrong, not that you owe your present 
state to the caprice of fortune. — But it cannot be ! 
No, my countrymen ! it cannot be that you have 
acted wrong, in enoountering danger bravely, for 
the liberty and the safety of all Greece. No ! by 
those generous souls of ancient times, who were ex- 
posed at Marathon ! By those who stood arrayed at 
Plataea ! By those who encountered the Persian 
fleet at Salamis, who fought at Artemisium ! By all 
those illustrious sons of Athens, whose remains lie 
deposited in the public monuments ! All of whom 
received the same honourable interment from their 
countr}'^: not those only who prevailed, not those 
only who were victorious. — And with reason. What 
was the part of gallant men they all performed I 
their success was such as the Supreme Director of 
the world dispensed to each. 

— ^Well then, thou miscreant, thou abject scri- 
vener, thou who, to rob me of the honours and the 
affections of these my countrymen, talkest of battles, 
of trophies, of brave deeds of old. And, what are 
these, or any of these, to the present cause ? Say, 
thou vile plaj^r, when I assumed the character of a 
public counsellor, and on an object so important as 
the natural pre-eminence of my country, with what 
principles should I have arisen to speak ? Those of 
suggesting measures^ unworthy of my countrymen ? 
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Then must I have met that death I merited. 
And, when the interests of the state come before 
you, your minds, my fellow-citizens, should be pos- 
sessed with an extraordinary degree of elevation, 
beyond what is necessary in private causes. When 
these arc to be decided, you have only to consider 
the ordinary transactions of the world, the tenour of 
your laws, and the nature of private facts. But, in 
questions of state, you arc to look up to your illus- 
trious ancestors i and every jxidge is to suppose, that, 
with the symbols of his authority, he is also invested 
with the high character of his country. Thus, 
and thus only, shall he determine on such ques- 
tions, in a manner worthy of these his ancestors. 

But I have been so transported by mentioning 
the acts of your predecessors, that there are some 
decrees and some transactions that have escaped me. 
I return, then, to the points from whence I thus di- 
gressed. Upon our arrival at Thebes, we -there 
found the ambassadors of Philip, those of the Thes- 
salians and the other confederates, all assembled; 
our friends in terror, his party elevated. That this 
is not asserted merely to serve my present purpose, 
I appeal to that letter which we, the ambassadors, 
instantly dispatched on this occasion. Yet, so tran- 
scendent is the virulence of this man, that, if in any 
instance, our designs have been effectual, he ascribes 
it to the juncture of affairs, not to me : in every in- 
stance where they have been defeated, he charges all 
to mc, and to my evil genius. It seems, then, that i 
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the speaker and counsellor, can claim ho sliarc of 
merit in such advantages as have been gained by , 
speaking and by counsel : but where our arms have 
been unsuccessful, where the conduct of a war hath 
been unfortunate, I am loaded with the whole blame. 
Can we conceive a temper more truel, more exe- 
crable in its malice ? -Head the letter. •< / 3 

The Letter is here read. 

The assembly was now convened. The deputies 
of Macedon were first admitted to an audience, as' 
they appeared in the character of allies. They rose 
up and addressed themselves to the people ; lavish- 
ing their praises upon Philip, urging many articles of 
accusation against you, and dwelling upon every act 
of opposition which you had ever made to Thebes. 
This was the sum of all : they called upon the 
Thebans to make the due return to the benefits con- 
ferred by Philip, and to inflict due vengeance For 
the injuries received from you : and, for this they 
had their option, either to allow the Macedonian a 
free passage through their territory, or to unite with 
him in the invasion of Attica. It was clearly proved, 
as they affected to suppose, that if their counsels 
were embraced, the cattle, slaves, and all the wealth 
of Attica must be transferred toBoeotia; but, that 
our overtures tended to expose Boeotia to all the 
havock of the war. To these they added many 
other particulars, all tending to the same purpose. ^ ^ \i 
And, now, I should esteem it my greatest happiness 
to lay before you the whole detail of what wc urged 
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in rcpljr* Bat you, I fear, are too sensible, that 
these things are past, that the torrent hath since 
broken in, and, as it were, overwhelmed all our af- 
feirs; and therefore must think it useless and odious 
to speak of these things at all. I shall therefore 
confine myself to the resolutions we obtained, and 
th^ answer returned to you. Take them, read. 



Tic answer of the Theham is here read. 

In consequence of these their resolutions, they 
called you forth i they invited you in due form. 
You marched, you came to their support : and, with 
such affectionate confidence were you received, (for 
I pass over the intermediate transactions,) that, 
while their army, both infantry and cavalry, were 
stationed without the walls, your forces were ad- 
mitted into their city, were received into their 
houses, amidst^ their children, their wives, all that 
they held most dear. And thus, in one day, did the 
Thebans give three the most public and most ho-^ 
nourable testimonies tp your merit: one to your 
valour, another to your justice, and a third to your 
continence. For, by determining to unite their 
- arms with yours, rather than to fight against youj, 
they declared their sense of your superior valour, as 
well as the superior justice of your cause; and, by 
intrusting to your disposal, what they and all man- 
kind are most solicitous to protect, iheir children 
»nd their wives, they demonstrated an absolute re- 
liance. OP your strict continence : aqd your conduct 



Digitized by 



Google 



v^'4f4 



OratXIX. ORATIONS- U9 

confirmed these their sentiments in every particu- 
lar ; for, from the moment that our army appeared 
"within their walls, no man ever could complain of 
any one instance of your injurious demeanour; 
such, purityjofjnanners did you display. And, in 
the two first engagements % that of the river, and j^n^^*^^^ 
that fought in winter, you approved yourselves not ^'rvM. 
blameless only, but worthy of admiration, in discH 
pline, in judgment, in alacrity. Hence, other states 
were engaged in praises of your conduct, ours in 
sacrifices and religious processions. — And here I 
would gladly ask /Eschines this question. Whether, 
in the course of these events, when the city was one 
scene of unbounded joy and acclamation, he took 
his part in our religious rites, and Shared in the ge- 
neral festivity: or, sl^ut himself in i^'s chamber, 
grieved, afi[licted, and provoked at the successes of 
his country ? If he appeared, if he Vvas then found 
among his fellow-citizens, what injustice, nay, what 
impiety is this, when he had solemnly called Hea- 
ven to witness, that he approved these measures, 
lo desire that you should condemn th^m by your 
present sentence; you who, by your oath, have 
made as solemn an appeal to Heaven ? If he did not 
appear, is not that man worthy of a thousand deaths, 
who looks with grief on those events which fill hi$ 
countrymen with joy ? Read these decrees ! 

* And, in the two first mgagements* T^ese> wherever fought, 
tiave been considered by historians as of too little consequence to 
be recorded. .And the extravagance of joy with which the ac» 
counts of them were received, strongly mark the levity of tjj^ 
A-tbenian character. 
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The Decrees relative to the Sacrifices are here read. 



Thus were we, then^ engaged iq sacrificing to the 
gods ; the Thebans, in acknowledging that we had 
been their deliverers. Thus, the, people who had 
been reduced, by the machinations of my adversary 
and his faction, to the condition of seeking assis- 
tanoe, were raised by my counsels, to that of grant- 
ing it to others. And what the style was which 
Philip then adopted, what his confusion at these 
events, you may learn from his own letters sent to 
Peloponnesus. Take them : read : thus shall you 
see, that my perseverance, my journies, my fatigues, 
as well as my vaaious decrees, now the object of his 
y, ^\ malice, were by no means ineffectual. And per- 
mit me to observe, that this state afforded numbers . 
of able and illustrious speakers before my time. 
Such were Callistratq^s, Aristophon, Cephalus, 
Thrasybulus, and a thousand others. And yet, of 
all these, not one ever devoted his whole pgwers, 
tipon all occasions, to the service of his country. 
He who moved the decree, did not charge himself 
with the embassy ; he who went ambassador, was 
not author of the decree. Each reserved to himself 
g respite from business, and, in case of accident, a 

resource. But I maybe asked, "What! are you 

*^ so superior to other men in powers and confi- 

" dence, that you can do all yourself?'* ^I say 

iiot so. Biit such and so alarming was my sense of 
the danger then impending over us, that I thought it 
no time for private considerations, for entertaining 
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any thought of personal security, for conceiving any 
better hopes than that all the powers of every citizen 
might possibly effect the necessary service. As to 
myself, I was persuaded, not perhaps on^ solid 
grounds, yet I was persuaded, that no mover of de- 
crees could frame more useful decrees than I ; no 
agent, in the execution of them, could execute them 
ipore effectually ; no ambassador could proceed on 
his embassy with greater vigour and integrity. And 

hence did I assume all these functions, -Read 

Philip^s letters. 

The Letters ari read. 

To such condescension did I reduce this prince. 
Yes, ^schines, by me was he obliged to use such 
language : he, who, on all former occasions, treated 
this state with so much insolence and arrogance. 
And my fellow-citizens repaid these my services 
with the honour of a crown. You were present, 
yet acquiesced. Diondas, who traversed this grant, 
could not obtain a fifth of the suffrages. — Read the 
decrees. 

The Decrees are read. 

Here are decrees framed literally in the same 
terms with those which Aristonicus had before pro- 
posed, and that which Ctesiphon hath now moved : 
Decrees which iEschines hath neither impeached, 
nor united in the impeachment brought against 
their author. And surely, if this bis present accu^ 
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Nation ht justly founded, he might have prosecuted 
Demomeles who proposed them, and Hyperides, 
with much more reason than Ctesiphon. And why ? 
Because Ctesiphon can appeal to these men, and the 
decisions of your courts in their case. He can plead 
that iEschines never attempted . to accuse them, 
though their decrees were conceived in the same 
terms with his. He can urge the illegality of com- 
mettcing a prosecution on a case already decided* 
Not to mention other reasons. Whereas, in the 
former suit, the cause was to be supported only by 
its merits, without any previous considerations in 
its favour. But he could not then have pursued his 
present method. He could not have searched old 
chronicles, to support his malicious charge : he could 
not have ransacked our archives, for scraps of obso- 
lete decrees, never once thought of, never once con- 
ceived as in any degree applicable to the present 
case : he could not have made up a plausible ha- 
rangue, by confounding dates, and disguising facts, 
with all the arts of falsehood, instead of stating 
them fairly. No ; he must have deduced all his 
arguments from truths recent, from facts well re- 

^ membered ; all lying, as it were, before you. Hence 
did he decline the immediate discussion of these 
transactions ; but brings his charge now, after so 
Jong an interval : as if this were a contest in a 
school of rhetoric, not a real inquiry into public 
affairs. Yes; he must suppose that you are now 

' to judge of speeches, not of political transactions. 
•—Then observe his sophistical craft. He tells you 
that whatever opinions you had formed of us both, 
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on coming hither, they must be forgotten ; that you 
are to judge of what appears on this examination, 
like men settling an account of money. You may 
have conceived that a balance is yet due ; but when 
you find the accounts cleared, and that nothing re- 
mains, you must acquiesce. — And here you may 
observe how dangerous it is to rely on any argu- 
ment not founded on truth : for by this subtle simi- 
litude he hath confessed, that you came hither 
firmly persuaded that I have ever spoken for my 
country ; he, for Philip, For he could not have 
attempted to alter your persuasion, unless you had 
been thus persuaded, with respect to each. And, 
that he is not justly warranted to demand such zU 
teration, I shall now demonstrate, not by the help 
of figures (for we are not counting money ;) but by 
a short nummary of my services, which I shall sub- 
mit to ypu, my hearers, both as examiners and as 
vouchers of my account. 

By my conduct, then, which he treats with such 
severity, the Thebans, instead of joining with the 
Macedonian in an invasion of our territoiy, as we 
all expected, united with us, and prevented that in- 
vasion. — ^The war, instead of raging here in Attica, 
was confined to the district of Bqeotia, at a distance 
of seventy stadia from the city, — Our coast, instead 
of being exposed to all tlie rapine of the Eubcean 
corsairs, was preserved in tranquillity durieg the 
whole war. — Instead of Philip's becoming master 
of the Hellespont, by the possession of Byzantium, 
the Byzantines joined with us^ and turned their arms 
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Against him. Arc we then to use figures and ac- 
counts in examining transactions, and shall these 
articles be erased from the account ? Shall we not 
rather labour to perpetuate their remembrance ? — 
I do not set it down as an additional article, that 
the cruelty which Philip was known to exercise to- 
wards those he had reduced, was all felt by other 
states, while we happily reaped all the fruit of that 
humaneness which he well knew to assume, when 
some future schemes were to be advanced. I do 
not .insist on this. 

^' . — But one thing I shall assert with less reserve: 
That he who enters on a fair inquiry into the con- 
duct of any minister, without descending to a mali- 
cious prosecution, must scorn the mean arts which 
you have practised, of inventing metaphors, and 
mimicking phrases and gestures. It essentially con- 
cerns the interests of Greece, no doubt, that I use 
this and reject that phrase ; that I should move my 
arm this way, and not to that side. No : the fair in- 
quirer would consider the state of facts; would ex- 
amine what resources, what powers we possessed, 
when I first entered on affairs ; what accessions I 
procured to these ; and what were the circumstances 
of our enemies. If I had really weakened the powers 
of my country, such iniquitous conduct should be 
detected : if I had considerably increased them, your 
malice should not have pursued mc. But, as you 
have avoided this method, I shall adopt it. And to 
you, ray hearers, I appeal for the truth qf what I 
»QW deliver^ 
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First, then, as to our powers at this juncture; 
we conimanchs;d but the islands; and not all of 
thes^; only the weakest of them. Neither Chios, 
nor Rhodes, nor Corcyra, were then ours. Of our 
finances, the amount was forty-five talents; and 
even this sum had been anticipated. Of infantry 
and cavalry, except those within our walls, we had 
not any: and what was the circumstance most 
alarming, and most favourable to our enemies, their 
artifices had been so effectual, that the adjacent 
states, Megara, Thebes, Euboea, were all inclined 
to hostilities, rather than an alliance with us. Such ^ -" 
was the situation of our aff^airs. It cannot be de- 
nied ; it cannot be at all controverted. And now 
consider those of Philip our antagonist. In the first 
place, his power over all his followers was absolute 
and uncontrouled ; the first great necessary article 
in war. Then, their arms were ever in their hands^ 
Again, his finances were in the most flourishing 
condition. In all his motions, he .consulted only 
with himself:. he did not announce them by de- 
crees; he did not concert them in a public assem- 
bly ; he was not exposed to false accusers ; he was 
not to guard against impeachments; he waanot to 
submit his conduct to examination ; but was in all 
things absolutely lord, leader, and governor. To -^-^ ^ 
this man was I opposed. It is but just that you 
consider my circumstances. What did I command ? 
Nothing. I had but the right of audience in our 
assemblies ; a right which you granted to his hire- 
lings equally with me. And, as often as they pre- 
vailed against my remonstrances^ (and oftentimes 
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did they thus prevail, on various pretences) were 
you ;lrivcn to resolutions highly favourable td the 
^' I enemy. Loaded with all these difficulties, I yet 
brought over to your allianc e the Euboeans, Acbasans, 
Corinthians, Thebans, Megareans, Leucadians, Cor- 
cyraeans. And thus did we collect fifteen hundred 
foot, and two thousand horse, exclusive of our own 
citizens. And thus were our finances enlarged, by 
as ample subsidies as I could raise. 

^^ Ip you insist on what contingents should strictly 

have been required from the Thebans, or from^the 
Byzantines, or from the Euboeans; if you talk of 
dividing the burden of the war in exact proportion ; 
I must in the first place inform you, that, when the 
united fleet was drawn out to defend the interests of 
Greece, the whole number of ships amounted to three 
hundred ; and of these two hundred were supplied 
by Athens. Nor did we think ourselves aggrieved ; 
nor did we prosecute those who had advised it; nor 
did we discover any marks of discontent. That 
would have been shameful. No : we thanked the 
gods, that, when all Greece was threatened with 
imminent danger, we were enabled to give twice as 
much assistance to the common cause, as any other 
state. And then — little is the public favour which 
your malicious invectives against me can gain. For 
why do you now tell us what we should have done ? 
Were you not then in the city ? Were you not in 
the assembly ? Why did you not propose your 
scheme, if it suited the circumstances of affairs ? 
For here was the point to be considered \ what these 
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^rcomstances admitted, not what our wishes might 
suggest. Had we (mce rejected the alliance gf any 
people, there was one ready to purchase thetn^ 
to bid much higher Jor them, to receive them 
with open arms. And, if my conduct is aow 
questioned, what, if by any exact and scrupulouft 
demands, in my stipulations with the several states, 
they had withdrawn their forces, and united with 
our enemy; and, thus, Philip had been master 
of Euboea, Thebes, and Byzantium ? How busy 
would these impious men have then been, how vio- 
lent in their clamours ! Must they not have cried 
out, that we had rejected these states ? That we had. 
driven them from us, when they were courting our 
alliance ? That Philip was confirmed sovereign of 
the Hellespont by the Byzantines ? That the whole 
corn- trade of Greece was at his disposal? That 
Thebes had enabled him to push the war to our very 
confines ? That it had fallen with all its weight on 
Attica ? That the sea was impassable, for that cor- 
sairs were pei-petually issuing from Eubeea ? — 
Should we not have heard all this and more? — A 
false accuser, (my countrymen !) is a moaster, ad^i-^ 
gerous monster, querulous, and industrious ia seek- 
ing pretences of complaint. And such is. the vtrf 
nature of this fox in human shape, a stranger ta 
every thing good and liberal ; this theatrical ape, 
this strolling player, this blundering harangucr!-- 
For, of what use is this your vehemence to the pmb- 
lic ? — do you waste it on transactions long sinco 
past ? — Just as if a physician should visit his infirm, 
and distempered patient^, should never speak, never 
prescribe the means of expelling their disorders; 
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but when one of them had died, and the last offices 
were performing to his remains, to march after to • 
the grave, and there pronounce with all solemnity, 
*^ if this man had proceeded thus, and thus, he 
*^ would not have died." — Infatuated wretch ! and 
dost thou vouchsafe to speak at last ! 

As to the defeat, that incident in which you so. 
exult ! (accursed wretch ! who should rather moum - 
for it.) Look through my whole conduct, and ye» 
shall find nothing there, that brought down this 
calamity upon my country. Let it be considered 
that there is no one instance in which the ambassa-, 
dors of Macedon ever prevailed against me, in any . 
of those states where I appeared as the ambassador 
of Athens : not in Thessaly, nor in Ambracia, nor 
in Illyria, nor among the Thracian princes, nor in 
Byzantium ; in no one place ; no, nor in the last 
debate at Thebes. But whatever was thus acquired . 
by my superiority over the ambassadors of Philip,, 
their master soon recovered, by force of arms. And 
this is urged as my offence. My adversary, even at 
the very time that he affects to ridicule my weak- 
ness, is so shameless as to require, that I in my 
single person should conquer all the powers of the 
^Macedonian, and conquer them by words : What 
else could I command ? I had no power over the 
life of any one citizen, over the fortune of our sol- 
diers, or the conduct of our annies, for which thou 
art so absurd as to call me to account. In every 
particular where a minister is accountable, there, let 
your scrutiny be strict and severe. I never shall. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Orat.XIX. ORATIONS. 353 

decline it. And what are the duties of a minister ? 
To watch the first rise of every incident, to foresee, 
to forewarn his fellow- citizens. And this did I per- 
form. To confine those evils within the narrowest 
bounds, which are natural and necessary to be en- 
countered in every state ; to restrain the fatal influ- 
ence of irresolution, supineness, prejudice, and ani- 
mosity; and, on the other hand, to dispose the 
iriiuds of men to concord and unanimity, to rouse 
them to a vigorous defence of their just rights. 
All this did I perform ; nor can an instance be pro- 
duced, in which I proved deficient. If a man were 
asked, what were the means by which Philip ef- 
fected most of his designs? the answer is obvious: 
It was by his armies, by his bribes^ by corrupting 
those who were at the head of affairs. As to his 
armies, I neither commanded nor directed them. 
I am not therefore to account for any of their mo- 
tions. As to his bribes, I rejected them. And, in 
this I conquered Philip ; for, as the purchaser con- . 
quers, when a man accepts his price, and sells him- 
self ; so, the man who will not be sold, who dis- 
dains to be corrupted, conquers the purchaser. 
Well then ! with respect to me, this state remains 
still unconquered. 

Thus have I produced such instances of my con- 
duct,as (not to mention many others) justly autho- 
rise this decree of Ctesiphon in my favour. And, 
now, 1 proceed to facts, well known to all who hear 
me. — No sooner had the battle been decided, than 
the people, (and they had known and seen all my 
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^ actions) in the midst of public consternation and 
distress, when it could not be surprising if the mul- 
titude had made me feel some marks of their re- 
sentment, were directed by my counsels in every 
measure ta}cen for the defence of the city. What- 
ever was done to guard against a siege, the dispo- 
sition of our garrison, our works, the repair of our 
walls, the money to be raised for this purpose, all 
was determined by decrees framed by me. Then, 
when they were to appoint a commissioner for pro- 
viding corn, the people elected me from their whole 
body. Again, when persons, bent on my destruc- 
tion, had conspired against me, when they had com- 
menced prosecutions, inquiries, impeachments, and 
I know not what, at first not in their own names, 
but by such agents as they thought best fitted to 
conceal the real authors ; —ycg, you all know,^you 
all remember that, at the beginning of this period, 
I was every day exposed to some judicial process ; 
nor was the despair of Sosicles, nor the malice of 
Philocrates, nor the madness of Diondas and Me- 
lanus, nor any other engine left untried for my de- 
struction. 1 say then, that, at the time when I 

was thus exposed to various assai|lts, next to the 
gods, my first and great defenders, I owed my deli- 
verance to you, and all my countrymen. And jus- 
tice required that you should support my cause ; for 
it was the cause of truth, a cause which could never 
fail of due regard from judges bound by solemn 
oaths, and sensible of their sacred obligation. — As 
you then gave sentence in my favour, on all occa- 
sions where I had been impeached, as my prosecutor 
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coqld not obtain a fifth part of the votces, you, in 
effect, pronounced that my actions had been excel- 
lent : as I was acquitted upon every trial for an inr 
fringement of the laws, it was evident that my coun- 
sels and decrees had been ever consonant to law ; 
and, ^s you ever passed and approved my accounts, 
you declared authentically, that I had transacted 
all your affairs with strict and uncorrupled integ- 
rity. In what terms, then, could Ctesiphon have 
described my conduct, agreeably to decency and 
justice ? Was he not to use those which he found 
his country had employed, which the sworn judges 
had employed, which truth itself had warranted 

upon all occasions ! Yes ! but I am told that it 

is the glory of Cephalus, that he never had occasion 
to be acquitted on a public trial. True ! and it is 
his good fortune also. But where is the justice of 
regarding that man as a more exceptionable cha- 
racter, who was oftentimes brought to trial, and as 
often was acquitted : never once condemned ? — Yet 
let it be observed, (Athenians !) that, with respect 
to iEschines, I stand in the very same point of glory 
with Cephalus : for he never accused, never prose- 
cuted me. Here, then, is a confession of your own, 
that I am a citizen of no less worth than Cephalus, 

Among the various instances in which he hath 
displayed his absurdity and malice, that part of his 
harangue which contains his sentiments on Fob- 
TUNE, is not the least glaring. That ajmortal should 
insult his fellow-mortal, on account of fortune, is, 
in rny opinion, an absurdity the mqst e^ttravag^nt, 
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He, whose condition is most prosperous, whose for- 
tune seems most favourable, knows not whether it is 
to remain unchanged even for a day. How then 
can he mention this subject ? How can he urge it 
against any man as his reproach ? But, since my 
adversary hatl), on this occasion, as on- many others, 
given a free scope to his insolence, hear what I shall 
offer upon the same subject ; and judge whether it 
be not more consonant to truth, as well as to that 
moderation which becomes humanity. 

As ta the fortune of this state, I must prornounce 
it good. And this, I find, hath been the sentence, 
both of the Dodonaean Jove, and of the Pythian 
Apollo. As to that of individuals, such as all ex- 
perience at this day, it is grievous and distressfuL 
Look through all Grecce> through all the Barbarian 
world ; and where can we find the man who doth 
not feel many calamities in this present juncture? 
But this I take to be the happiness of our fortune as- 
a state, that we have pursued such measures as are 
most honourable s that we have been more pros- 
perous than those states of Giceot: \vhG vainly hoped 
to secure their own happiness by deserting us. — •- 
That we have encountered difiiculties, that, events 
have not always corresponded with oiir wishes, in 
this we have but shared that conlm<;n lot which 
other mortals have equally experienced. As to the 
fortune of an individual, mine, anjl that of any. 
other, must be determined, I presume, by the par- 
ticular incidents of our lives, — Such are rriy senti- 
ments upon this subject. And I think you must agree 
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with me, that they are founded upon truth and 
equity. But my adversary declares, that my for- 
tune hath been greater than that of the whole com- 
munity. What! a poor and humble fortune, su- 
perior to one of excellence and elevation ! How can 
this be ? No, iEschines, if you are determined to 
examine into my fortune, compare it with your 
own : and if you find mine superior, let it be no 
longer the subject of your reproach. Let us trace 
this matter fully. — And here, in the name of all the 
gods, let me not be censured, as betraying any in- 
dication of a low mind. No man can be more 
sensible than I, that he vvho insults poverty, and he 
who, because he hath been bred In affluence, assumes 
an air of pride and consequence, are equally devoid 
of understanding. But the virulence and restless 
malice of an inveterate adversary hath forced me 
upon Jthis topic, where I shall study to confine my- 
eelf within as strict bounds as the cas.e can possibly 
^dmit 

Know then, iEschines, it was my fortune, when 
a youth, to be trained up in a liberal course of edu- 
cation, supplied in such a manner as to place me 
above the base temptations of poverty : when a man, 
to act suitably to such an education, to contribute, 
in my full proportion, to all the exigencies of the 
state ; never to be wanting in any honourable con- 
duct, either in private or in public life ; but, on all 
occasions, to approve myself useful to my country, 
and to my friends. When J came into the admi- 
nistration of public affairs, I determined upon such 
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a course of conduct, as frequently gained me the 
honour of a crown, both from this and other states 
of Greece. Nor could you, my enemies, attctnptto 
jsay that I had determined on a dishonourably course. 
-—Such hath bceH the fortune of my life : a subject 
on which I might enlarge : but" I must restrain my- 
self, lest I should give ofFence, by an ajffectation of 
importance. 

Come, then, thotl man of dignity, tlsiou who 
spurnest at all others with contempt ; examine thy 
own life ; say, of what kind hath thy fortune been ? 
— - — She placed ihee, when a youth, in i state of 
abject poverty ; an assistant to thy father in his 
school, employed in the menial services of prepar- 
ing his ink, washing down his benches, and sweep- 
ing his room 5 like a slave rather than the child of 
a citizen. When arrived at manhood, we find thee 
dictating the forms of initiation to thy mother, as- 
sisting in her trade, every night employed with thy 
fawn-skin and lustral bowls, pujifying the noviciates, 
, and modelling their little figures of clay and bran, 
then rousing them, and teaching them to pronounce 

I HAVE ESCAPED* THE BAD ; I HAVE FOUND THB 

BETTER : glorying in this noble accomplishment of 

howling out such jargon louder than the rest. And 

r it is an honour we must allow him. For, as ho 

* I HAVE ESCAPED, &c. This part of the ceremonial alludecl 
eitber to the improvements made in human life by Jiusbandry 
and arts, which were commemorated in the mystic rites : or to 
the hopes of enjoying greater happiness in another world, in con- 
sequence of initiation, with which ^he noviciate§ were flattered. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Orat.XIX. ORATIONS. 3{% 

pleads with so m\ich vehemence, ye may conclude 
that in hif bowlings be was equally piercing and 
clatnorous. In the day-time, he led his noble Bac- 
chanals through the highways, crowned with fennel 
.and poplar, grasping his serpeats, and waving them 
^bove his head, with his yell of Evoe, Saboe! 
4:bcn bounding, , and roaring out Hyes, Attes, 
Attes, Hyes ! — Leader ! — Conductor ! — Ivy- bear- 
er ! — -Van-bearer ! these were his felicitations fronj 
4iie old women : and his wages were tart, biscuit, 
and new-baked crusts. In such circumstances, 
^surely we must congratulate him on his fortune. 

When you had obtained your enrolment among 
our citizens, by what means I shall not mention, 
but, when you had obtained it, you instantly chose 
out the most honourable of employments, that of 
under-scrivener and assistant to the lowest of our 
public officers. And, when you retired Jfrom this 
station, where you had been guilty of all those prac- 
tices you charge on others, you were careful not to 
disgrace any of the past actions of your life. No, 
•by the powers ! — ^You hired yourself to Simmichus 
<and Socrates, those deep groaning tragedies, as they 
^rere called, and acted third characters. You pil- 
laged the grounds of other meji for figs, grapes, and 
olives, like a fruiterer; which cost you more blows 
than even your playing, which w^s in effect playing 
for your life ; for there was an implacable, irrecon- 
cileable war declared between you and the spectators; 
whose stripes you felt so often and so severely, that 
you may wdl deride those as cowards who are un* 
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experienced in such perils. — ^But I shall not dwell 
on such particulars as maybe imputed to his- po- 
verty. My objections shall be confined to his 
principles. — Such were the measures you adopted 
in your public conduct, (for you at last conceived 
the bold design of engaging in affairs of state) that, 
while your countiy prospered, you led a life of tre- 
pidation and dismay, expecting every moment the 
stroke due to those iniquities which stung your con- 
science 2 when your fellow-citizens were unfortu- 
nate, then were you distinguished by a peculiar 
confidence. And the man who assumes this confi- 
dence, when thousands of his countrymen have 
perished, — what shpuld he justly suffer from those 
who are left alive ? — And here I might produce 
many other particulars of his character. But I sup- 
press them. For I am not to exhaust the"^^ odious 
subject of his scandalous actions. I am confined to 
those which it may not be indecent to repeat, 

vv / Xakb then the whole course of your life, JEschines, 
and of mine ; compare them without heat or acri^ 
mony. You attended on your scholars : I was myr 
self a scholar. You served in the initiations: I was 
initiated. You were a performer in our public en- 
tertainments ! I was the director. You took notes 
of speeches : I was a speaker. You were an under- 
player : I was spectator. You failed in your part : 
I hissed you. Your public conduct was devoted to 
pur enemies : mine to my country. I shall only 
add, that on this day I appear to be approved worthy 
pf a crown ; the question is not whether Ihave hecq 
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merely blameless : this is a point confessed. Yoa 
appear as a false accuser: and the question is, whe- 
ther you are ever to appear again in such a charac- 
ter ? You are in danger of being effectually pre- 
vented, by feeling the consequences of a malicious 
prosecution. — The fortune of your life, then, hath 
been truly excellent : you see it. Mine hath been 
mean ; and you have reason to reproach it. — Come 
then ! hear me while I read the several attestations 
of those public offices which 1 have discharged. 
And, in return, do you repeat those verses which 
you spoiled in the delivery, 

'^ Forth from the deep abj^s, behold I come 1 
^' And the dread portal of the dusky gloom. 
, Aiid " Know then, howe'er reluctant, I must speak 
f' Thpse evils^ t " 

O, may the gods inflict those evils upon thee ! may 
these thy countrymen inflict them to thy utter de- 
struction ! thou enemy to Athens, thou traitor, thou 
vile player ! — Read the attestations. 

The j4tiestaiions are read. 

Such halh been my public character. As to my -- — 
private conduct, if you be not all satisfied, that I 
have approved myself benevolent and humane; 
ever ready to assist those who needed ; I shall be 
silent} I shall not plead ; I shall not produce testi- 
inony of these points : no, nor of the numbers of 
jny fellow- citizens I h^ve redeemed from captivity. 
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nor the sams I have contributed to portioning their 
<langhters, nor of any like actions. For my prin- 
oplcB arc such as lead me naturally to suppose, that 
be who receives a benefit, must remember it for 
ever, if he would approve his honesty ; but that he 
who confers the benefit, should instantly forget it^ 
xinkss lie would betray a soidid and illiberal spirit. 
I'O remind men of his bounty, to make it the sub- 
ject of his discourse, is very little dilFerent from a 
direct reproach. A fault which I am shidiouB to 
avoid ; and therefore shall proceed no further i con- 
tent to acquiesce in 'your opinion of my actions, 
whatever this may be. But while I practise this re- 
serve, with respect to my private life, indulge me in 
enlarging somewhat further on my public conduct. 

* ' Op all the men beneath the sun, point out the 
single person, (iEschines), Greek or Barbarian, who 
hath not fallen under the power, first of Philip, and 
now of Alexander; and I submit: let every thirig 
be imputed to my fortune, (sliall I call it ?) or, if 
you please, my evil genius. But if ^numbers who 
never saw me, who never heard ray voice, have la- 
boured under a variety of the most afflicting cala- 
mities, Imean not only individuals, but whole states 
and nations ; how much more consonant to truth 
and justice must it be to ascribe the whole to that 
common fate of mankind, that torrent of unhappy 
events which bore down upon us with an irresis- 
tible violence ? — But you turn your eyes from the 
real cause, and lay the entire blame on my admini* 
sferation : although you know, that, if not the whole^ 
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^ part at least of your virulent abuse must thus fall 
upon your. country, and chiefly upon yourself. Had 
J) when speaking in the assembly, been absolute and 
independent master of affairs, then your other speak- 
ers might call me to account. But if ye were ever 
present, if ye were all in general invited to propose 
your sentiments, if ye were all agreed that the mea- 
sures then suggested were really the best, if you, 
JEschines, in particular, were thus persuaded, (and 
it was no partial affection for nie, that prompted 
you to give me up the hopes, the applause, the ho- 
iwuvs which attended that course, I then advised, 
but the superior force of truth, and your own utter 
inability to point out any more eligible course) — If 
this was the case, I say, is it not highly cruel and 
unjust to afraign those measures now^ when you 
could not ihen propose any better ? — In all other 
cases we find mankind in general perfectly agreed, 
and determining in every particular with exact pre- 
cision. Hath a wilful injury been committed? It 
is followed with resentment and punishment. Hath 
a man erred unwillingly ? He meets with pardoii 
instead of punishment. Is there a man who hath 
neithei willingly nor inadvertently offended ? who 
hath devoted himself to what appeared the true in- 
terest of his country, but in some instances hath 
shared in the general disappointment ? Justice re- 
quires, that, instead of reproaching and reviling 
jsuch a man, we should condole with him. These 
points are all manifest: they need not the decision 
of laws, they are determined by nature, by the un- 
written precepts of humanity. — Mark then the ex- 
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travagance of that cruelty and malice which -iEs- 
chines hath discovered. The very events, which he 
himself quotes as so many instances of unhappy for- 
tune, he would impute to me as crimes. 

^^ Add to all this, that, as if he himself had ever 
spoken the plain dictates of an honest and ingenuous 
mind, he directs you to guard against me, to be 
careful that I may not deceive you, that I may not 
practise my arts with too much success. — ^The ve- 
hement declaimer, the subtle impostor, the artful 
manager, — these are the appellations he bestows 
upon me. Thus hath he persuaded himself that the 
roan who is first to charge his own qualities on 
others, must effectually impose upon his hearers ; 
and that they can never once discover who he is 
that urges this charge. — But you are no strangers to 
his character, and must be sensible, I presume, that 
all this is much more applicable to him than me. — 
As to my own abilities in speaking, (for I shall ad- 
mit this charge, although experience hath convin- 
ced me that what is called the power of eloquence 
depends for the most part upon the hearers, and 
that the characters of public speakers are determined 
by that degree of favour and attention which you 
vouchsafe to each.) — If long practice, I say, hath 
given me any proficiency in speaking, you have ever 
found it devoted to my country, not to her enemies, 
jiot to my private interest. His abilities, on the 
contrary, have not only been employed in pleading 
for our adversaries, but in malicious attacks upon 
. tho3e his fellow citizens who have ever in any de- 
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gree offended or obstructed him. The cause of 
justice, the cause of Athens, he hath never once 
supported. And surely the ingenuous and honest 
citizen never could expect that his private quarrels, 
his particular animosities, should be gratified by 
judges who are to determine for the public; never 
could be prompted by such motives to commence 
his prosecution. No ; they are passions, which, if 
possible, never should find a place in his nature : 
at least should be restrained within the strictest 

bounds. On what occasions then is the minister 

and public speaker to exert his vehemence ? When 
the general welfare of the state is in danger ; when 
his fellow-citizens are engaged in some contest with 
a foreign enemy. These are the proper occasions, 
for these are the proper subjects of a truly generous 
and faithful zeal. But never to have demanded 
justice against me, either in the name of his coun- 
try, or of his own-; never to have impeached any 
part of my public, or even of my private conduct ; 
yet now, when I am to be crowned, when I am to 
receive public honours, to commence a prosecution, 
to exhaust his whole fund of virulence in the at- 
tack ; — this surely is an indication of private piquej 
of an envious soul/ of a depraved spirit ; not of gc 
nerous and honest principles. And, to point this 
attack not directly against me, but Ctesiphon, to 
make him the culprit, is surely the very consum- 
mation of all baseness. 

When I consider that profusion of words, which 
you have lavished on this prosecution,! a^n tempted to 
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believe that you engaged in it, to display the jkil- 
ful management of your voice, not to bring me to 
justice. — But it is not language, .^iscbincs, it is not 
the tone of voice, which reflects honour upcma 
public speaker ; but such a conformity with his 
fellow-citizens in sentiment and interest, that both 
his enemies and friends are the same with those of 
his countrj'. He who is thus aflfccted, he it is who 
must ever speak the genuine dictates of a truly loyal 
zeal. But the man who pays his adulation to those 
who threaten danger to the state, is not embarked 
in the same bottom with his countrymen, and there- 
fore hath a different dependence for his security. 

Mark me, iEschines, I ever determined to 

share the same fate with these our fellow-citizens. 
I had no separate interest, no private resource: and 
has piis been your case ? Impossible 1 Yours! whO| 
when the battle was once decided, instantly repaired, 
as ambassador, to Philip, the author of all the cala^ 
mities your country, at that time, experienced ; and 
this, when, on former occasions, you had declared 
loudly against engaging in any such commission ; 
as all these citizens can testify. 

— ^Whom are we to charge as the deceiver of the 
state ? Is it not the man whose words are incon- 
sistent with bisections? On whom do the male- 
dictions fall, usually pronounced in our assemblies ? 
Is it not on this man ? Can we point out a more 
enormous instance of iniquity in any speaker, than 
this inconsistency between his words and actions ? 
And in this have you been detected. Can you theft 
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presume to speak; to meet the looks of tbese cir 
tizens ? Can you persuade yourself, that they are 
strangers to your character ? All so profoundly sunk 
in sleep and oblivion^ as to forget those harangues^ 
in which, with horrid oaths and imprecations, you 
disclaimed all connection with Philip ? You called 
it an imputation forged by me, and urged from 
private pique, without the least regard to truth. 
And yet, no sooner was the advice received of that 
fatal battle, than your declarations were forgotten, 
your connection publicly avowed. You affected to 
declare, that you were engaged to this prince in the 
strictest bands of friendship. Such was the title by 
which you sought to dignify your prostitution. Was 
the son of Glaucothea the minstrel, the intiipate^ or 
friend, or acquaintance of Philip ? I profess myself 
unable to discover any just and reasonable ground 
for such pretensions. No : you were his hireling 
indeed, bribed to betray the interest of Athens ; 
and, although you have been so clearly detected in 
this traitorous , correspondence ; although you have 
not scrupled, when the battle was once decided, to 
give evidence of it against yourself; yet have you 
presumed to attack me with all your virulence; to 
reproach me with crimes, for which, of all mankind, 
I am least to be reproached. 

Many noble and important schemes hath my 5^ 
country formed, and happily effected by my means : 
and, that these are retained in memory, take this 
proof, iEschipes. When the people came to elect 
a person to make the funeral oration over the slain, 
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immediately after the battle, they would not elect 
you, although you were proposed, although you are 
so eminent in speaking ; they would not elect De- 
mades, who had just concluded the peace, nor He- 
gemon, no, nor any other of your faction. They* 
elected me. And when you and Pythocles rose up, 
(let Heaven bear witness, with what cruelty, with 
what abandoned impudence !) when you charged 
me with the same crimes as now, when you pur- 
sued me with the same virulence and scurrility j all 
this served but to confirm the people in their reso- 
lution of electing me. You know too well the rea- 
son of this preference j yet hear it from me. — They 
were perfectly convinced, both of that faithful zeal 
and alacrity with which I had conducted their af- 
fairs, and of that iniquity which you and your party 
had discovered, by publicly avowing, at a time 
when your country was unfortunate, what you bad 
denied with solemn oaths while her interests flou- 
rished. And, it was a natural conclusion, that the 
men whom our public calamities emboldened to dis- 
close their sentiments, had ever been our enemies, 
and now were our declared enemies. Besides, they 
rightly judged that he who was to speak in praise 
of the deceased, to grace their noble actions, could 
not, in decency, be the man who had lived and con- 
versed in strict connection with those who had 
fought against them : that they who, at Macedon, 
had shared in the feast, and joined in the triumph 
over the misfortunes of Greece, with those by whose 
hands the slaughter had been committed, should not 
receive a mark of honour on theip^eturn to Athens. 
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Nor did our fellow-citizens look for men who could 
act the part of mourners, but for one deeply and 
sincerely affected. And such sincerity they found 
in themselves, and me-^ not the least degree of it in 
you. I was then appointed : you and your associ- 
ates were rejected. Nor was this the determination 
of the people only : those parents also, and brethren 
of the deceased, who were appointed to attend the 
funeral rites, expressed the same sentiments. For> 
as they were to give the banquet, which, agreeably 
to ancient usage, was to be held at his house who 
had been most strictly connected with the deceased, 
they gave it at my house ; and with reason : for, in 
point of kindred, each had his connections with 
some among the slain, much nearer than mine ; but 
with the whole body none was more intimately 
connected ; for he, who was most concerned in their 
safety and success, must surely feel the.deep^t sor- 
row at their unhappy and unmerited misfortune. 
Read the epitaph inscribed upon their monu- 
ment by public authority. In this, -Eschines, you 
will find a proof of your absurdity, your malice, 
your abandoned baseness. — Read ! 

Tie Epitaph. 

I. 

• These, for their countiy's sacred cause, arraj'd 
In arms, tremendous, sought the fatftl pl^in : 
Brav*d thcf proud foe with courage undismay'd, 
' And greatly 8com*d dishonour's abject stain. 

■ ' III II I 1 11 !■ I . J I I I . .. ■ . I I I i. r ■ I ' , _ III ! ■> Ill 
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II. 

Fair virtue led them to the arduous strife -, 
Avenging terror menaced in their eyes. 

For freedom nobly prodigal of life. 
Death they |ff opos*d their common glokious prize; 



III. 

For never to tyrannic vile domaisr 

Could they their generous necks ignobly bend. 
Nor see Greece drag the odious servile chain. 

And mourn her ancient glories at an end. 



IV. 

In the kind bosom of their parent-land, 
Ceas*d are their toils, and ^ceful is their grave : 

So Jove decreed : (and Jove*s supreme command 
Acts unresisted, to destroy, or save.) 



V. 

Chance to despise, and fortune to controuV 
Doth to Ihe immortal gods alone pertain : 

Their joys, unchanged, in endless currents roll f 
But mortals combat with their fytt in vain* 



■^y^af, «XX* a/^ijy xoivov ipkylo -/S^aCi^, 
AsXoirvyyis (frvysiav ql^l^s «%w£*v vt^u^.. 
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iEscHiNB5 } hearest thou thisl it pertains only ^ 
to the gods to controul fortune, and to command 
success. Here, the power of assuring victory is 
ascribed not to the minister, but to Heaven. Why 
then, accursed wretch ! has thou so licentiously re- 
proached me upon this head ? Why hast thou de- 
nounced against me, what I entreat the just gods to . 
discharge on thee and thy vile associates ! 

Op all the various instances of falsehood, in this 
his prosecution, one there is which most surprises. 
me. In recalling the misfortunes of that fatal pe- 
riod to our minds, he hath felt no part of that sen- 
sibility, which bespeaks a zealous or an honest ci- 
tizen. He never dropped one tear : never disco- 
vered the least tender emotion. No! his^ voice 
was elevated, he exulted, he strained and swelled, 
with all the triumph of a roan who bad convicted 
me of ?oroe notorious oiFence. But, in this, he hath 
given evidence against himself, that he is not af- 
fected by our public calamities in the same manner 
with his fellow-citizens. And, sm^ely the man, who, 
like iEschines, affects an attachment to.the laws and 
constitution, should approve his sincerity, if by no 
other means, at least by this, by feeling joy and sor»^ 
row, on the same occasions, with his countrymen ; 
—-not take part with their enemies, in Jiis public 
conduct. And this part you have most evidently 
taken; you, who point at roe as the cause of all; 
me, as the author of all our present difficulties*—- 
But was it my administration, were they my in- 
staQces which first taught my country to riae ii\ 
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defence of Greece ? If you grant mc this, if you 
make me the author of our vigorous opposition to 
that power which threatened the liberties of our 
nation, you do me greater honour than ever was 
conferred upon an Athenian. But it is an honour 
I cannot claim : I should injure my country : it is 
an honour, I well know, ye would not resign. And 
surely, if he had the least regard to justice, his pri- 
vate enmity to me never could have driven him to 
this base attempt to disgrace, to deny you, the most 
illustrious part of you character. 

But why should I dwell on this, when there are 
so many more enormous instances of his baseness 
and falsehood? — He who accuses me of favouring 
Philip ! — Heavens and earth ! what would not this 
man assert? — But let us, in the name of all the 
gods, attend to truth, to fact ; let us lay aside all 
private animosity ; — ^and who are really the men on 
whom we can fairly and justly lay the guilt of all 
misfortunes ? The men who, in their several stat^ 
pursued his course, (it is easy to point them out) not 
those who acted like mc : The men, who, while the 
power of Philip was yet in its weak and infant state, 
when we frequently warned them, when we alarmed 
them with the danger, when we pointed out their 
best and safest course j yet sacrificed the interest oi 
their country to their own infamous gain, deceived 
and corrupted the leading citizens in each state, 
until they had enslaved them all. Thus were the 
Thessalians treated by Daochosy^Cineas, and Thra* 
sydseas ; the Arcadians, by Cercidas, Hieronymus, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Orat.XIX; ORATIONS. 373 

Eucalpidas; the Argians, by Myrles, Teladeraus, 
Mnaseas ; Elis, by Euxitheus, Cleotimus, Aristaech- 
mus ; Messene, by the sons of Philiades, that abo- 
mination of the gods 5 by Neon and Thrasylochus ; 
Sicyon, by Aristratus and Epichares ; Corinth, by 
Dinarchus, Demaratus; Megara, byElixus, Ptedo- 
rus, Perilausj Thebes, by Timolaiis, Theogiton, 
Anemaetas; Euboea, by Hipparchus, Clitarchu^ 

Sosicrates. ^The whole day would be too short 

for the names only of the traitors. And these were 
the men who, in their several states, adopted the 
same measures which this man pursued at Athens. 
Wretches ! flatterers ! miscreants ! tearing the vitals 
of their country, and tendering its liberties with a 
wanton indifference, first to Philip, now to Alex- 
ander ! confined to the objects of a sordid and in- 
famous sensuality, as their only blessings ! subvert- 
ers of that freedom and independence which the 
Greeks of old regarded as the test and standard of ^^ 
true happiness I-yAmidst all this shamefully avowed ir* 
corruption, this confederacy, or (shall I call it by 
its true name ?) this traitorous conspiracy against 
the liberty of Greece, my conduct preserved the re- 
putation of this state unimpeached by the world ; 
while my character (Athenians !) stood equally un- 
impeached by you. Do you ask me, then, on what 
merits I claim this honour ? Hear my answer. 
When all the popular leadei^ through Greece had 
been taught by your example, and accepted the 
wages of corruption, from Philip first, and now from 
Alexander; no favourable moment was found to 
conquer my integrity ; no insinuation of address^ no 
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magnificence of promises, no hopes, no fears, nd 
favour, nothing could prevail upon me to resign the 
least part of what I deemed the just rights and in- 
terests of my country : nor, when my counsels were 
demanded, was I ever known, like you and your 
associates, to lean to that side, where a bribe had 
been, as it were, cast into the scale. No : my whol^ 
conduct was influenced by a spirit of rectitude, a 
spirit of justice and integrity : and, engaged as I was, 
•in affairs of greater moment than any statesman of, 
my time, I administered them all with a most exact 
and uncorrupted faith. — These are the merits on 
which I claim this honour. 

. As to those public works so much the object of 
your ridicule, they undoubtedly demand a due share 
of honour and applause : but I rate them far be- 
neath the great merits of my administration. It is 
not with stones nor bricks that I have fortified the 
city. It is not from works like these that I derive 
my reputation. Would you know my methods of 
fortifying ? Examine, and you will find them, in 

. the arms, the towns, the territories, the harbours I 

. have secured, the navies, the troops, the armies, I 
have raised. These are the works by which I de- 
fended Attica, as far as human foresight could de- 
fend it ; these are the fortifications I drew round 

' our whole territOFj, and not the cixcuit of our har- 
bour, 9r of our city only. In these acts of policy, 
in these provisions for a war, I never yielded .to 
Philip. No; it was our generals and our confe- 
derate forces who yielded to fortune. Would you 
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know tb? proofs of this ? They arc plaip and evi- 3^1 
dent. Consider ; what was the part of a faithful 
cjiti^en ? Of ^ pri^nt, an active^ and an honest 
tninister ? Was he not to secure Euboea, as our de- 
fence against all attacks hy sea ? W^ he not to 
make Boeotia our barrier on the mid-land side ? The 
cjities bordering on Peloponnesus our bulwark^ on 
that quarter ? Was he not to attend with due pre* , 
caution to the importation of corn, that this trade 
might be protected, through all its progress, up to 
pur own harbour ? Was he not to cover those dis- 
tricts which we commanded by seasonable detach^ 
ments, as the Procone§us, the Chersonesus, and Te-r 
nedos ? To exert himself jin the assembly for thi^ 
purpQ?e ? While with equal ze^l he laboured to 
gain others to oiir interest and alliance;, as Byzan- 
tium, Abydos, and Euboea ? Was he not to cut off 
the best and most important resources of our ene- 
mies, and to supply those in which our country was 
defective ? — And all this you gained by my eotin- 
sels, and my administration. Such counsels and 
6u<?h^n; administration, as must appear, upon a fair 
^nd equitable view, the result of strict integrity ; 
auch as left no favourable juncture unimproved, 
through ignorance or treachery i such as ever had 
their due effect, as far as the judgment and abilities 
tpf one man co^ld.prove effectual, i^xxty if somp 
superior being, if the power of fortune, if the mis- 
conduct of generals, if the iniquity of you traitors, 
or if all the^ tpgether broke in upoi^ us, and at 
. length involved us in one general devastation, hoW 
ij^PEj^oSTHENEs to be blamfed ? tjad there been a 
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single man in each Grecian state, to act the same 
part which I supported in this city ; nay, had but 
one such man been found in Thessaly, and one in 
Arcadia, actuated by my principles, not a single 
Greek, either beyond, or on this side Thermopylse, 
could have experienced the misfortunes of this day. 
All had then been free and independent, in perfect 
• tranquillity, security, and happiness, uncontrouled, ' 
in their several communities, by any foreign power, 
and filled with gratitude to you, and to your state, 
the authors of these blessings so extensive and so 
precious. And all this by my means.— ^To convince 
you that I have spoken much less than I could jus- 
tify by facts, that, in this detail, I have studiously 
guarded against envy, take — ^read the lists ,of our 
* confederates, as they were procured by my decrees, 

The'Usfs — The Decrees — are here read. 

iO^ These, and such as these, ^schines, are the 
actions which become a noble-minded honest ci- 
tizen. Had they succeeded, heavens and earth 1 
to what a pitch of glory must they have raised you, 
and with justice raised you! yet, unsuccessful as 
they proved, still they were attended with applause, 
and prevented the least impeachment of this state, 
or of her conduct. The whole blame was chatrged 
on fortune, which determined the event with such 
i fatal cruelty. Thus, I say, is the faithftil citizen to 
' act, not to desert his country, not to hire himself 
to her enemjea, and labour to improve their favour'* 
^ble exigencie^i^ instead of those of his* own stat^i 
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not to malign His fellow-citizen, who, witli a ^cady 
and persevering zeal, recommends and supports 
such measures as are worthy of his country ; not to^ 
cherish malice and private animosity against him ; 
not to live in that dishonest and insidk>u8 retirement 

which you have often chosen* ^Por there is, yes^ 

there is a state of retirement, honest, and advan* 
tageous to the public. Such have you, my country- 
men, frequently enjoyed in artiest integrity. But 
his retirement is riot of this kind. Far from it ! he 
retires, that he may desert the public service when 
he pleases ; (and he too often pleases to desert it.) 
^Thus he lies watching the moment when you grow 
tired of a constant speaker, or when fortune hath 
traversed your designs, and involved you in some of 
those various misfortunes incident to humanity* 
This is his time. He at once becomes a speaker in 
the assembly: he rushes, Kke a sudden gust of 
wind, from his retreat : his voice is already exer- 
cised ; his words and periods are prepared ; he de- 
livers them with force and volubility, but to no 
" yseful purpose, with no effect of any real impor- 
tance. They serve but to involve some fellow-ci- 
tizen in distress ; and, to his country, they arc k 

disgrace, But all this preparation (iEschines) all 

this anxiety of attention, if the genuine dictates of 
loyal zeal, of true patriot principles, must have pro- 
duced fruits of real worth and excellence, qf general 
emolument: — Alliances, subsidies, extension of com- \ \ 
merce, useful laws for our internal security, effectual 
defence against our foreign enemies. Such were 
the services which the late times required; such 
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ifi'ere the ^ervipe? which a mairof real worth an4 
^jtcellence had yariovis opportunities of perfDrming, 
]9tit ip aU Ihe^e.yott p^vjer took a part i pot the first, 
not th^ 3ecpnd, iv>t the third, >not the fourth, not 
tlw fifth poj ^JLxth, no, not an7 part whateycr ; for 
it wovld have dcryed your country. Say, what air 
li^nce did the ^^ gain by your management? 
.What a^ditioojal fprcqs ? What regard or reverence ? 
What en?]bassy of yours ? What instance of your 
ministerial conduct ever exalted the reputation of 
your country? Wliat dojnestic interests, what na^ 
tional affairs, what concerns of Areigners have pros- 
pered untjer your direction? What arms, what 
^soiak, what forti^Qatipns, what forces, what adr 
vantages of a^ny kki4 have we received from you? 
What geneious and public-spirited effects have 
cither rich or poor experienced from your fortune ? 
^one. 

^ V —But, here he replies, " though I have not per- 
"^ ** formed these services, I have bepn well disposed, 
** ^nd ready to perform them." — How ? When ? 
Abandoned wretch ! who, when the being of his 
xjountcy was at stal^e, when every speaker, who 
had ever appeared in the assembly, made some 
voluntary contribution to the state; when even 
Aristonicus gave up that money, which he had saved 
to qualify him for public offices*, never appeared, 

» For public offices, .Such $6 ^bpt of generf^l, trierarch, ambas- 
#ador, and director of the theatre, which could not be discharged 
without advancing considerably sums. 
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igtei^^r once ccmtr ibiitfid the amajlest :sam : an^ u0t 

jbam poverty : no, h^ bad ju$t received ^ beqijc»t o£ 

£vve talents from hi^ kms0i^ Philon ; beside tbe 

jtwo talejita cQllected fpr his $ervi<jes i» < travemog 

4be law relative to trier^rf^s^-^But lami^ danger 

of being led off from one jppint to auotber, ^o as to 

forget my subject. — I say thefi that it wa^ not (roan ' 

poverty ihat you refused your contribution, but from 

ihe fear of opposing their interesfts, who i^fluenoed 

-all your public conduct. On what ocjcasion, theip, 

are yOu spirited and ^i^ing? When yon ar^to 

speak against yovr couijtry. Then are wt 8tf u4:: 

with the brilliancy of your eloquencej the powi&r of 

your memory, the excellence with which you ;act 

your part ; — the excellence of a true drataatic 

Theocrines*. 

We have heard his encomiums on the great cha- 
racters of former times : and they are worthy of 
them. Yet it is by no means just (Athenians !) to take 
advantage of your predilection to the deceased, and 
to draw the parallel between them and me who live 
among you. Who knows not that all men, while 
they yet live, must endure some share of envy, more 
or less ? But the dead are not hated even by their 

• Theocrmes, k man notorious for calumny. He had com- 
posed some pieces for the theatre, but soon exchanged this pro- 
fession for that of an informer : in which bis viroknce and malice 
rendered his name proverbial. We learn from St. Jerome, that the 
Pagans firequently gave this name to the first Christians. Demos- 
thenes adds an epithet to it, calculated to keep the original pro- 
fession of his rival in view, to which he is indeed particularly 
attentive through his Whole speech. TouRB£iLt 
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enemies. And, if this be tfie usual itid naturd 
course of things^ shall I be tried, shall I be ju^ed 
by a cofDparison with ray predecessors ? No, Mb^ 
chines, this would be neither just nor equitaUe. 
Compare me with yourself, with any, the very best 
of your party, and our contemporaries. Con^der, 
whether it be nobler and better for the state to make 
the benefits received from our ancestors, great and 
exalted as they are, beyond all expression great, a 
pretence for treating present benefactors with in- 
gratitude and contempt ; or to grant a due share of 
honour and regard to every man, who, at any time, 
approves his attachment to the public— And yet, if 
I may hazard the assertion, the whole tenor of my 
conduct must appear, upon a fair inquiry, similar 
to that which the famed characters of old times 
pursued: and founded on the same principles: 
while you have as exactly imitated the malicious ac- 
cusers of these great men. For it is well known, 
that, in those times, men were found to malign all 
living excellence, and to lavish their insidious 
praises -on the dead, with the same base artifice 
which you have practised. — You say, then, that I 
'do not in the least resemble those great characters. 
And do you resemble them ? Or your brother ? Do 
any of the present speakers ? I ^ame none among 
them : I urge but this : let the living, thou man of 
candour, be compared with the living, and with 
those of the same department. Thus we judge, in 
every case, of poets, of dancers, of wrestlers. Phi- 
lammon doth not depart from the Olympian gan^es 
uncrowned, because he hath not equal powers with 
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61aucus> or Karistius, or any other wrestler of ft>r- 
mer times. No: as be approves himself superiiwr 
to those who enter the lists with him, he receives 
his crown, and is proclaimed victor. So do you 
expose me to the speakers of these times, to your- 
self, to any, take your most favourite character: 
still I assert my superiority. At that period when 
the state was free to choose the measures best ap- 
proved, when we were all invited to engage in the 
great contest of patriotism, then did I display the 
superior excellence of my counsels, then were af- 
fairs all conducted by my decrees, my laws, my em- 
bassies. While not a man of your party ever ap- 
peared, unless to vent his insolence^ But when wc 
had once experienced this unmerited reverse of for- 
tune ; when this became the place, not for patriot 
ministers, but for the slaves of power, for those who 
stood prepared to sell their country for a bribe, for 
those who could descend to certain* prostituted 
compliments ; then, indeed, were you and your as- 
sociates exalted ; then, did you display your mag- 
nificence, your state, your splendour, your equipage^ 
while I was depressed, I confess it : yet still supe- 
rior to you all, in an affectionate attachment to my 
coui^try. 

There are two distinguishing qualities (Athe- 
nians!) which the virtuous citizen should ever 

« To certain, &c. He alludes to the complimentary addresses 
sent to Alexander, which he insinuates were procured by iEschioeg 
and his party. 



u\ 



Digitized by 



Google 



811 DEMOSTHENES' Orat.XIX. 

possess. (I speak in general terms, as thc^ least in- 
Tidious method of doing justice to myself) a. zeal 
for the honour and pre-eminence of the state, in ibis 
official conduct; on all occasions, and in all trans- 
actions, an affection for his country. This nature 
can bestow. Abilities and success depeml upon 
another power. And in this affection you find me 
firm and invariable. Not the solemn demand of 
my person, not the vengeance of the Amphictyonic 
council which they dcnouncec^ against me, not the 
terror of their threatnings, not the flattery of their 
promises, no, nor the fury of those accursed wretches, 
whom they roqsed like wild beasts against me, could 
ever tear this affection from my breast. From first 
to last, I have uniformly pursued the just and virtu-^ 
ous course of conduct; asserter of the honours, of 
the prerogatives, of the glory of my country ; studi- 
ous to support them, zealous to advance them, my 
whole being is devoted to this glorious cause. I 
was never known to march through the city, with 
a face of joy and exultation, at the success of a fo- 
reign power; embracing and announcing the joyful 
tidings to those who, I supposed, would transmit it 
to the proper place. I was never ki^wn to receive 
the successes of my own country, with tremblings, 
with sighings, with eyes bending to the earth, like 
those impious men, who are the defamersof the state, 
as if by such conduct they were not dcfamers of 
themselves : who look abroad ; andy when a foreign 
potenate hath established his power on the calami- 
ties, of Greece, applaud the event, and tell us we 
should take every means to perpetuate his power. 
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Heab mc^ ye immortal gods ! and let not ibese 
their desires be ratified in heaven 1 Infuse a better 
spirit intQ these men ! Inspire even their .minds with 
pure sentiments ! — ^This is my first prayer. — ^Or, if 
their natures arc not to be reformed j on them, on 
them only discharge your vengeance ! Pursue thcrri 
even to destruction ! But, to us, display your good^ 
i^ess, in a speedy deliverance from impending evils, 
and all the blessings of protection and tranquillity^ ! 

a The event of this contest was such as might be expected from 
the superior abilities of Demosthenes. His rival was con4emned, 
and involved in the consequences of a groundless and malicious 
prosecution. Unable to pay the penalty, Ibe was obliged to sub- 
mit to exile> and determined to take upi his residence at Rhodes: 
where he opened a school of eloquence. Here he read to his 
hearers these two orations. His was received with approbation, 
that of Demosthenes with an extravagance of applause. And 
ho%u must you have been affected, said JEschines, with a generous 
acknowledgment of his rival*8 merit, had you heard him dslivbk 

IT? 

It is 8aid> that, as .^chines was retiring from the city, De- 
IDosthenes followed him, and obliged him to accept of a lat|(e 
present of money in his distress. 



THE END* 



T. Bensley, Printer, 
Bolt Court, Fleet Street, Londmit 
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